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To Her Hicun ESS the 
PRINCESS 
ANNE 


MADAM, 0 
MiNTERTAINMENTS of 
: this Nature being u made 


up of the moſt mo- 
ving Circumſtances of 
Life, and generally ſuppoſed to 
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DEDICATION. 


be acted by Perſons of an Via 
nent and Conſpicuous Condition 
ſhould be adjuſted with all the 
Propriety, and embelliſh'd with 
all the Ornament, that Wir, Lan- 


guage, and Good — can 
exert. 


AND, for the fame W. it 


has been uſual to introduce them 
into the World, under the Pro- 


tection of ſome Bright Indulgent 


Name; celebrated for the fine 
Accompliſhments they. deſcribe, 
and ſhining with all thoſe real 
Virtues and Graces, for which 
they themſelyes are oftentimes 
obli ig d to Invention alone. | 


But 


DEDICATION. 
Bur it is much eaſier to ima- 
gine ſuch Perfections, than to find 
ftbem Perſonated in Life. And 
I am fully perſuaded that I 
add as Noble an Ornament to 
the following Pages, by placing 
Z Your Hiennxss's Name be- 
ö fore them, as the moſt Ingeni- 
2 ous Author could have contribu- 
ted by a fictitious Drawing of all 
that is Amiable and Engaging. 
Ir new Diſcoveries of Virtue, 
opening Scenes of Wit, and freſh 
Inſtances of the beſt Temper, 
flowing from a Young Lady of 
conſummate Beauty, can ſurpriſe 
and delight in Romance; what 
muſt they do in a true Hiſtory; , 
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fach as Your H1cunxess will 
furniſh out to Aſter- Ages; and 
ſuch as the bare Mention of Your 
Name ſuggeſts to the preſent! 

AND, as much as We admire 
You, You are yet but in the 
Morning Dawn of Your Glory: 
You have brought in the Day 
upon us, and awaken'd our 
Admiration. Your Spring is 
kindly, and gives us blooming 


Hopes: But the plentiful Har- 
veſt, and the full Autumnal Vin- 


tage are yet to come. Your Me- 
ridian Beams, in whatever Cli- 


mate they ſhine, muſt make a 


Paradiſe; and that Time, how- 
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ever ſhort, may properly be * 
led a Golden Age. 

THrarT ſuch a Bleſſing may 
belaſting, and that Your Hi H- 
NESS may have Time enough 
to diſpenſe the Good Things 
with which Your Noble Mind is 
ſtor'd, is the daily Prayer of 


Tour HIGEHNEs 8's 
Moſt Humble, and 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


S. C. 
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„Il Origine of. Romances 
Ke and Novels is ſo amply, 

975 I ./o pertinently, ſo penſpi- 
LE cuouſly diſplay d, in a Trea- 
riſe written expreſsly on this Subject, 
which is prefixt to the following Col- 
lection, hat it might well ſuperſede 
the Neceſſity of any other Preface; 
| did 


PREFACE. 


did not the great Abu ſe of Novels 
(as no good thing in the World eſcapes 
being preverted) require a few 
Words to be premis'd, for the re- 
moving of ſuch Prejudices as that 
Abuſe has occaſion'd againſt all Per- 
formances of this Kind. 


Had not the original Deſign of 


theſe Imitations of Hiſtory been to 


inſtil the Nobleſt Sentiments aſter 


the moſt Agreeable Manner, which 
is always the ſureſt; and were not 
the grand Moral of them, the Re- 


warding of Honour and Virtue, and 


the Puniſhing of Diſhonour and 
Vice: A Perſon of no leſs unſpotted 
4 Reputation, than univerſal Learn- 
ing, as Monſieur Huet the Biſhop of 
Avranches ia France, won'd never 


have been at the Pains to write the 


Hiſtory of 1 Works, much leſs 


wou'd | 
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wou'd the recommend the peruſing of 
them, under any Reſtraffion what- 
ever. Referring the Reader there. 
we ſhall. only ſay, that the main Con- 
ditions be requires, namely Inſtructi- 
on and Entertamment, are the reigu- 
ing Perfections of this Collection; 
wherein ' the utmoſt Care has been 
taken, that no Novel ſpoud have 4 
Place, which cou'd poſſibly offend 
the Gravity of the Aged, or the Mo- 
deſty of the Toung; and that did not 
inſpire - Diſmtereſtedneſ;, Genero- 
fity, Fidelity, Conſtancy, with the 
like Virtues; which, if fteddily 
purſu'd, wou'd procure to both Sexes 


that Happineſs, for which they all 


fo ardently W iſh, but of which they 
generally miſs by fordid Avarice, or 


giddy Ambition. 


When 


When it © was laid down +484 
Maxim, that agreeable. Entertain- 
ment ſpou d be one principal Eud of 
Romances, this is not merely under- 
ſtood of the ſurpriſing Events, or 
the artful Texture of the Styry, but 
likewiſe of the Language and 
Expreſſions : Wherefore the Pub. 
liſher being fully appris'd. of the 
Nature of his Ondertaking, and 
obſerviy g how. apretchedly. ſome of 
theſe Novels have been formerly 
tranſlated. into Engliſh, did not only 
get them done over again by com- 

plete Maſters both of the Subject and 
The two, Languages; but likewiſe 
tool Care to have the others, which 
had never been attempted, to be 
rrunflated by as able Hands, all of 

'em being Men of Letters : So that, 
in every” Reſpect  * we have men- 


tion'd, 
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PREFACE. 
tion'd, it may be ſaid, without the 
leaſt Appearance of Preſumption, 
that ſo Choice a Collection as this 
has not hitherto appear'd in this 


Kingdom. 
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Monfieur Hvuzr's 
CET TER 


T O 


Monſieur de SROGRAIS, 


Author of the following RoMANCE, 


Upon the Ortcinali or Romances, 


printed in the YEAR 1720. 
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Monfeur Hu x * 
L E 1. T E R 


To Monſieur de SEGRAIS, 
Upon the ee or RoMANCES, 


PEI HO I think your Curioſity very juſt, and 
9155 285 that it is natural for a Perſon, who ſo per- 
RL Z fectly underſtands the Art of writing 
| 1 Ro MANN Es, to be inquiſitive into their 
PESZE Orx1GINAL; yet T know not whether 
: may with equal Juſtice undertake to ſatisfie that Cu- 
rioſity. I am without Books; I haye my Head at pre- 
ſent full of other Matters; and T am not ignorant of 
the many Difficulties wherewith ſuch an Inquiry muſt 
neceſſarily be attended. It is neither in Provence, or 
Spain, as ſome have . we are to trace out the 
Beginnings of his le Amuſement of a har mleſs 
Idleneſs: We muſt ſearch after them in Countries far- 
ther off, and in the more remote Receſſes of Antiquity. 
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I will, notwithſtanding, endeavour te comply with your 
Deſires; for that ſtrict Friendſhip which has been + 
_ bliſh'd fo long between Us, gives You a Right to demand 
every Thing of Me, and takes from Me the Choice of 
refuſing any Thing to You. 

HERETOFORE by the word Romance was un- 
derſtood not only ſuch Works as were written in Proſe, 
but more frequently thoſe that were form'd in Verſe, 
Giraldi, and Pigna his Scholar, in their Treatiſes of Ro- 
mances, do ſcarce allow that Name to any elſe, and pro- 
poſe Boiardo and Arioftlo for Models. But at preſent 
the contrary Acceptation prevails; and Romances, pro- 
perly ſo call d, are Fictions of Love Adventures artfully 
form'd and deliver d in Proſe, for the Delight and Inſtru- 
ction of the Readers. I call Romance a Fiction to di- 
ſtinguiſh it from Hiſtory, and a Fiction of Love Ad- 
ventures, becauſe Love ought to be the principal Sub- 
ject of a Romance. It muſt be written in Proſe, to 
conform itſelf to the Cuſtom of the Age; it muſt be 
contriv'd with Art, under ſome certain Rules, otherwiſe 
it wilt be a confus'd Maſs without Order or Beauty. 
The chief Delign of a Romance, and which the Wri- 
ter ought in the firſt place to have in View, is the In- 


ſtruction of his Reader, before whom he is to repreſent - E 5 


the Reward of Virtue, and Chaſtiſement of Vice; but 
foraſmuch as the Mind of Man is naturally an Enemy 
to Inſtruction, againſt which Se't-love is ever ready to 
revolt, he muſt be ſooth'd and deluded by the Baits of 
Pleaſure, and the Author muſt temper the Severity of 
Precept by the Agrecableneſs of Example, till he has 
brought the Reader inſenſibly to correct thoſe Faults in 

himſelf, which he cannot but condemn in others. So 
that Delight, which the ingenious Romancer ſ{ezms to 
make his chiet Deſign, is in effect no other than a Me- 
dium ſubordinate to the principal End, the Inſtruction 
of the Mind, and Reformation of the Manners ; and 
Romances 


the Original of RooMAN CES. ili 


Romances are more or leſs regular as they come u 
more or leſs to this Definition, It is only upon ſuch 
that I intend my preſent Diſcourſe, and I am of Opini- 
on that your Curioſity is with regard to ſuch only. 

I ſhall not therefore fay any thing of Romances 
written in Verſe, much leſs of Epick Poems, which 
beſides their being written in Verſe, have ſeveral eſſenti- 
tial Differences, that diſtinguiſh them from Romances: 
Tho'in ſome other reſpects there is a great Reſemblance 
between them, and ſince, according to Axiffotle's 
Maxim, a Poet is more to be diſtinguiſh'd as ſuch by his 
Invention than his Verſes ; the Authors of Romances 
may be rank'd among the Poets. Perronius faith, That 
Poems ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their ſurpri- 
ling Turns, and their free and hardy Expreſſions ; inſo- 
much that they are to be conſider d rather as Oracles 
proceeding from a divine Impulſe, and Spirit full of 
Fury, than as an exa& regular Narration. Romances, 
on he other hand, are more ſimple, leſs elevated and Me- 
taphorical, both in the Invention and Expreſſion. Pocms 
have more of the Surpriſing, but always Probable; Ro- 
mances have more of the Probable, and ſometimes 
fomething of the Surpriſing. Poems are more regular, 
and exact in the Contrivance, but have leſs of Matter, 
fewer Events, and Epiſodes. On the other hand, Ro- 
mances have more of Theſe; becauſe having leſs of the 
Sublime, and Metaphorical, they do not put the Mind 
ſo much upon the ſtretch, but leave it in a Condition te 
fill itſelf with more Variety of different Ideas. In 
ſhort, Poems have for their Subject ſome Action Mili- 
tary, or Politick, and touch only upon Love occaſio- 
nally; on the other hand, Love is the principal Subject 
of Romances, where War and Politicks are no other 
than Incidents ; I mean This of Regular Romances, for 
the greateſt Part of our old French, Italian, and Spaniſh 
Romances have leſs of Love, and more of Fighting; 


_ thoſe Hiſtories which are notorious for their many Fal- 
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which inclin'd Giraldi to believe that the word Ro- 
MANCE is taken from a word ſignifying in Greek 
Force and Courage, becauſe thoſe Books were made on 
purpoſe to magnify the Strength and Courage of their 
Paladins. But Giraldi was miſtaken, as IT ſhall make 
appear to you in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. Neither 
do I comprehend under my Definition of Romances, 


ſities, ſuch as that for Inſtance of Herodotus, which 
however has not ſo many as it is generally charg'd with- 
a]; Hanno's Voyages; the Life of Apollonius written by 
Philofiratus; and the like. Theſe Writings are true in 
the main, and falſe only in ſome particular Points; 
whereas Romances are true in particular Facts only, and 
falſe in the main. The one conſiſt of Truths mingled 
with ſome Felſhoods, and the other of Falſhoods 
mingled with ſome Truths. I mean, that Truth has 
the Aſcendant in theſe Hiſtories; and Falſhood is fo 
prevailing a Quality in Romances, that it will be con- 

to no Rule if there ſhould not be one word of 
Truth in the whole, or in Part. Ariſtotle faith, That that 
Tragedy is the moſt perfect, whoſe Plot is founded up- 
on ſome known Fact in Hiſtory, becauſe it carries 
a greater Probability with it than that which is 
entirely of a new Invention; and yet he does not con- 
dem the latter; his Reaſon for which is, That tho? the 
Argument be taken from Hiſtory, it may nevertheleſs 
be unknown to the greateſt Part of the Audience, and 
conſequently new to them; notwithſtanding which, it 
may prove a general Entertainment. The fame is to be 
ſaid of Romances, but with this Diſtinction, That an 
entire Fiction of the Fable will paſs eaſier in ſuch Pieces 
where the Actors are of mean Circumſtances, as in our 
Comical Romances, than in thoſe more lofty ones, 
where great Princes and Conquerors are the Actors, 
and whoſe Adventures are illuſtrious, and remarkable; 
becauſe 


' the Original of Romances. v 
becauſe it is not likely that ſuch great Events ſhou'd 
have lain ſo long conceal'd and neglected by the Hi- 
ſtorians; and Probability, which is never allow'd in 
Hiſtory, is eſſential in a Romance. | 
I exclude alſo from the Number of Romances, thoſe 
ed Hiſtories which are entirely falſe, both in the 
Whole, and in Part, invented purely to ſupply the want 
of Truth. Such are the imaginary Originals of moſt 
Nations, and even of the moſt barbarous. Such more- 
over are thoſe groſs Fictions of Anmnius the Monk of 
Viterbo, worthy the Indignation or Contempt of the 
Learned. I make the ſame Difference between Roman- 
ces, and thoſe Writings, as there is between ſuch who 
with an innocent Artifice maſque and diſguiſe them- 
ſelves, to divert themſelves whilſt they are diverting o- 
thers, and thoſe abandon'd Wretches who aſſume to 
_ themſelves the Name, and Dreſs of ſome Perſons de- 
ceas'd or abſent, on purpoſe from the Reſemblance there 
is between them to lay claim to, and get Poſſeſſion of, 
their Eſtates. In a Word, I muſt likewiſe deny to Fa- 
bles a Place in my Definition, for a Romance is the 
Fiction of Things that might have happen d, but never 
did happen; whereas Fablesare of Things thatnever were, 
and never can be, | | 5 
H a v1NG thus ſettled what Writings they are that de- 
ſerve the Name of Romances, I muſt affirm that the 
Invention of them is owing to the Orientals, I mean 
to the Egyprians, Arabians, Perſians, and Syrians. I do 
not queſtion but you will yield me up this Point, when - 
I have prov'd to you, that moſt of the famous Roman- 
cers of Antiquity were of thoſe Countries. Clearchns, 
who compos'd Books of Love, was of Cilicia, a Pro- 
vince bordering upon Syria. Famblicus, who wrote the 
Adventures of Rhodanes, and Sinonis, Was a Syrian by 
Birth, and had his Education at Babylon. Heliodorus, the 
Author of Theagenes and Chariclea, was of Emeſus a 


Vor, I. A City 
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City in Phœnicia. Lucian, who wrote the Metamorphoſs 
of Lucius into an Aſs, was of Samoſate, the Capital of 
Comagene a Province of Syria. Achilles Iutius, who has 
left us the Amours of Clitophon and Leucippe, was of 
Alexandria in Egypt. The fabulous Hiſtory of Barlaam 
and Fehoſaphat, was compos d by St. John of Dama- 
ſcus, the Metropolis of Syria, Damaſcius the Author of 
four Books of Fictions, not only incredible, as he him- 
ſelf has term'd them, but abſurd, and void of the leaſt 
Probability, as Photizes aſſures us, was likewiſe of Dama- 
ſcus. One of the three Xenophons mention d as Roman- 


cers by Suidas, was of Antioch in Syria, and another of 


Cyprus, an Iſland adjoining to the fame Country. Inſo- 
much that this better deſerves to be term'd the Country 
of Fables than Greece, whither they were only tranſ- 
Planted, but where indeed they found fo kindly a Soil, 
that they have thriven there to a Wonder. 

Ir is indeed almoſt incredible to think how the whole 
Body of that People are poſſeſs d with a Genius inclining 
them to Poctry, Invention, and the Love of Fictions; 
all their Diſcourſes are figurative; they never expreſs 
themſelves but by Allegories; their Theology and Divi- 
nity, but more eſpecially. their Politicks and Morals, are 
all cloath'd in Fables and Parables. 

THe - Egyptian Hieroglyphicks ſerve to inſtance to 
what an Exceſs that Nation was myſterious; every thing 
among them was expreſs d by Repreſentatives, every 
thing wore a Diſguiſe; all their Religion was under a 
Veil, nor were the Vulgar ſuffer d to receive any other 
Knowlege of it than what was convey'd to them under 
the Mask of Fables; neither was the Mask to be taken 
off but to thoſe they deem d Worthy to be initiated in- 
to their Myſteries, Herodotus faith, the Greeks bor- 
row'd from them their Mythologick Divinity, and recounts 
ſome Stories he had been taught by the Prieſts in 
which, as credulous and as much given to Fables as he 

Was, 
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was, he relates as old Wive's Tales; which however 
had ſomething agreeable in them, and tickled the Curi- 
olity of the Greeks, a People deſirous to learn, and great 
Admirers of Novelties. It was doubtleſs from theſe 
Prieſts, that Pythagoras and Plato, in their Voyages to 
Egypt, learn'd to diſguiſe their Philoſophy, and hide it 
under the ſhadow of Myſteries. * 

As for the Arabians, if you read their Works, you 
will find nothing in them but Metaphors, drawn in by 
Head and Shoulders, Similitudes and Fictions; of this 
Sort is their Alcoran. Mahomet faith, he compos d it 
in that manner, to the end it might be more caſily 
learnt, and not eaſily forgotten, They have tranſlated 
££ſ/op's Fables into their Language, and ſome of them 
have compos d Fables like them. Their Locman, ſo 
famous throughout the Eaſt, is no other than ſop. 
His Fables, collected by the Arabians into one large Vo- 
lume, acquir d him ſo great Reputation among them, that 
the Alcoran celebrates him for his profound Knowledge in 
a Chapter which for that Reaſon has for its Title the Name 
of Locman. The Lives of their Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Apoſtles are all Fabulous. Poetry is their chief Delight, 
and the ordinary Study of their brighteſt Genius's, This 
Inclination is not of a late ſtanding; they were poſſeſs d 
with it even before Mahamet, and had their Poems in 
thoſe Days, Erpenius aſſures us, that all the reſt of the 
World together have not produc'd ſo many Poets, as 
Arabia only. They reckon ſixty of them, who are, as 
it were, the Princes of Poetry, and have each of them 
a large Traop of inferior Poets under him. The moſt 
able among them have treated of Love in Eclogues; and 
ſome of their Writings upon that Subject have been 
brought into the Weſt, Many of their Caliphs have 
thought it not beneath them to apply themſelves to Po- 
etry. One of them, Aldalla by Name, excell'd in it, 
and publiſlyd a Book of Similitudes, as we have it from 

| a 2 | Elmacſhim 
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Elmachim. It is my Opinion that we had the Art of 
Rhyming from the Arabs; and I think there is ground 
to believe, that the Leonine Verſes are copyed from them. 
For it does not appear that Rhymes had met with any 
Reputation in Europe, before Tarick and Muſa bad pene- 
trated into Spain; but we meet with great Plenty of 
them in the Ages following; tho it may be eaſy for me 
to convince you, that Rhyme was not utterly unknown 
to the ancient Romans. | 
Taz Perſians have not come behind the Arabian, 
in the Art of Lying agreeably. For tho' in the com- 
mon Uſages of Life, it was reckon'd moſt abominable 
among them to lye, and there was no Fault they pu- 
-niſh'd in their Children with ſo much Severity; yet no- 
thing pleas'd them more in their Books and Writings, 
if indeed Fictions can deſerve the Name of Lies. To 
prove this we need only read the fabulous Adventures of 
their great Law-giver Zoroaſter. Strabo faith, that the 
Perſian School-Maſters gave their Pupils Precepts of Mo- 
rality cloath d in Fictions. He tells us in another Place, 
that no great Credit is to be given to the ancient Hiſto- 
ries of the Perſians, Medes, and Syrians, becauſe of the 
Inclination in their Writers to Fables. For obſerving that 
they among them who made it their Profeſſion to write 
Fables were in great Eſteem ; they thought the People 
wou'd be highly delighted in reading Relations falſe and 
counterfeit, provided they were written with an hiſtorical 
Air. Zſop's Fables were in fuch high Eſteem among 
them, that they claim'd the Author for their Country- 
man. It is the before- mentioned Locman of the 
Alcoran, ſo celebrated by the Orientals, that they have 
rob d Phrygia of the Honour of his Birth, and challeng'd 
it to themſelves, For the Arabians fay he was of a 
Hebrew Original, and the Perſians that he was a black 
Arab, and liv'd at Casbm the Arſacia of the Ancients. 
Others on the contrary obſerving that his Lite, as it is 
| | Written 
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written by Mir kond, nearly reſembles that of Æſop cbm - 
pibd by Maximus Planudes, and particularly that as the 
Angels impart Wiſdom to Mir tand 's Locman, ſo Mercury 
preſents the Fable to Z/op in Phuloſtrarus, they from 
thence will have it that the Greeks have ſtobn Loc- 
man from the Orientals, and out of him made their X- 
/op. It is not my Buſineſs here to diſcuſs this Point; 
ſo I ſhall only obſerve by the by, that we are not to 
forget what Srrabo tells us, that the Hiſtories of the 
Eaſtern Nations are full of Falſities; that they are nei- 
ther exact, nor faithful; and that it is very likely that they 
are as fabulous in their Account of the Author and 
Origin of Fables, as in their other Writings; that- the 
Greeks are more diligent, and better to be depended up- 
on in Chronology and Hiſtory; and that the Confor- 
mity found between Mirkond's Locman, and the Æſop 
of Planudes and Philoſtratus, is no better a Proof that 
ÆAſop was Loeman, than that Locman was Zfop. The 
Perſians have given Locman the Sir-name of Sage, be- 
cauſe in Reality Æſop was number'd among the Sages. 
They ſay he was profoundly skill'd in Phyſick, that he 
found out many excellent Secrets, and among others, 
that of reſtoring the Dead to Life. They have ſo para- 
phras d and augmented his Fables, that, like the Arabians, 
they have made them {well into a very large Volume, 
which is to be ſeen in the Vatican Library. His Repu- 
tation has penetrated into Egypt, and as far as Nubia, 
where his Name and Knowledge are held in the greateſt 
Veneration. The modern Turks have him in equal E- 
ſteem, and hold with Mir tond that he was cotemporary 
with David; wherein, ſuppoſing him to be the true 
ZEſop, and that the Greek Chronology ought to be de- 
pended upon, they are miſtaken about 450 Years. This 
Story wou'd better agree with Heſod, who was Solo- 
mon's Cotemporary, and to whom, according to Quin- 
tilian, we owe the Honour of the firſt Invention of the. 
EA Ty Fables 
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Fables that have been ſince aſcrib'd to ſop. There are 
no Poets that come up to the Perſians in the Liberty 
they take of lying in the Lives of their Saints, the Ori- 
gine of their Religion, and in their Hiſtories. They 
have fo diſguis d their Hiſtories, the true Knowlege of 
which hath been deriv'd to us from the Greeks, and 
Romans, that they are not to be known, and degenera- 
ting from that laudable Averſion they had e e to | 
fuch as had Recourſe to Lies to ſerve their Intereſts, 
they now value themſelves upon it. They are in love | 
with Poetry to exceſs; it is the Delight of the Noble 
and Plebeian. All Entertainments are imperfe& where 
Poetry is wanting; fo that Poets abound among them, 
and are known by their fplendid Garments. Their 
Works of Gallantry and amorous Stories have been high- 
ly celebrated, and diſcover a national Genius to Ro- 
mances. 

Even their Neighbours the Indians, have a Propen- 
firy to fabulous Inventions. Sandabor the Indian com- 
pos'd Parables, which have been tranſlated by the He- 
brews, and are to be ſeen in the Libraries of the Curious. 
Father Puſſin the Jeſuit has join d to his Pachymere, 
which he printed ſome time fince at Rene, a Dialogue 
between Aſolom King of the Indies, and a ſophif, 
upon ſeveral Cen in Morality ; Siren . 185 
ſopher expreſſeth himſelf in Parables and Fables, after 
the manner of Æſop. The Preface tells us the Book 
had been compos d by the moſt wiſe and learned of that 
Nation, and preſerv'd in the Treaſury of the Charters 
of the Kingdom; that Pervez, Phyſician to Chofroez 
King of Pera, tranſhted it out of Indian into the 
Per/ian Language; that another tranſlated it out of 
Per/ian into 4rabick, and that Simeon Serhi render d it 


into Greet. This Piece differs fo little from the Apo- 


logues attributed to the Dadian Pilpay, and which was 
ſome Years ſmee publiffrd in French, that it is = cor 
| £ ou 
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doubted but it is either the Original of or a Copy from 
it. For we are told that this Pilpay was a Bramin that 
had a great Share in the Adminiſtration of Affairs in In- 
dia, during the Reign of Dabchelin; that he compris'd- 
in this Book all his Politique, and Moral; that the Book 
was preſery'd by the Indian Kings as a Treaſure of Wiſ- 
dom and Erudition; that None/arevon King of Perſia- 
having heard of it, immediately obtain'd a Copy of it 
by the means of his Phylician, by whom it was tranſlated- 

into the Perſian Tongue; that the Calif Abujafut Al 
manſor caus'd it to be tranſlated out of the Perſſan 
into the .4rabick, and that another made a new Vertion 
of it out of AMabick into the Perſian; that finally, af- 
ter ſo many Perſian Tranſlations, a ne one at length 
was made different from the former, from which it 
was tranſlated into French. Certainly whoever ſhall read 
the Hiſtory of the pretended Patriarchs of the Indians, 
Brammon, and Bremaw, their Deſcendants and People 
iſſuing from them, will want no other Proof to con- 
vince him how ſtrongly that People are addicted to Fa- 
ble. For my part I can eafily believe, that when Horace 
gave the Epithet of Fabulous to Hydaſpes, which riſeth 
in Perſia, and difchargeth itſelf into the Indian Sea; Le 
intended thereby, that that River begun and ended its 
Courſe among a People much addicted to Invemion and 
Fable. = | 

Tnos x Fictions and Parables which remain'd un- 
conſecrated in the Nations before mentioned, became 
ſanctified in Syria. The Sacred Pen-men accommoda- 
ting themſelves to the Humour of the Fews, cloath'd 
the Inſpirations they had receiv'd from Heaven in Parable 
and Alluſion. The Holy Scripture is all Myſtical, Alle- | 
gorical, Enigmatical. The Talmudiſts believe the Book 
of Job is nothing but a Parable invented by the He- 
brews, This Book, that of David, the Proverbs, Eccle- - 
Faſtes, the Song of Songs, and all the other ſacred ha | 
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cles, are ſo many Pieces of Poetry full of Figures, that 
wou'd appear bold and extravagant in our Writings; but 
are familiar in thoſe of that Nation. The Book of Pro- 
verbs is otherwiſe call d the Parables; becauſe Pro- 
verbs of that kind, according to Quintilian's Defini- 
tion, are no other than Fictions or ſtrings of Parables. 
The Song of Songs is a Dramatick Piece, where the paſ- 
fionate Sentiments of the Bridegroom and the Bride are 
expreſt in a manner ſo touching and tender, that we 
ſhou'd be charm'd with them, it thoſe Expreſſions and 
Figures were in any Degree conform to our Genius; 
or if we cou'd diveſt ourſelves of that unreaſonable Pre- 
;udice, that gives us a Diſtaſt of every thing that differs 
never ſo little from our own Cuſtoms. Wherein 
we inſenſibly condemn ourſelves, fince our Inconftancy 


will not permit us to continue long in the Obſervance 


of the fame Cuſtoms. Our Blefled Saviour himſelf rare- 
ly gives any Precept to the Fews, but under the Veil of 
2 Parable, The Talmud is ſtuff d with a Million of Fa- 
bles, every one more impertinent than another. Several 
of the Rabbins have from time to time given Explana- 
tions of them, or labour'd to reconcile them to each o- 
ther, or digeſted them in particular Pieces; and more- 
over compos'd many Poems, Proverbs, and Apologues. 
The Cypriots, and Cilicians adjoining to Syria, have been 
the Authors of certain Fables, that have been diſtin- 
guiſh'd by the Names of thoſe People reſpectively; and 
the Aptneſs the Cilicians in particular had for Lying, has 
been expos'd in one of the moſt ancient Proverbs amo 
the Greeks, In ſhort, Fables were in ſuch great Vogue 
in all thoſe Parts, that according to the Teſtimony of Lu- 
cian, there were among the Arabians and Aſjyrians 
certain Perſons whoſe ſole Buſineſs was to explain thoſe 
Fables, and who from their temperate and regular man- 
ner of Living, enjoy d a much longer Lite than any 
others. 


Bur 
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Bur it is not enough to have traced out and diſco- 
ver'd the original Source of Romances; it is now time 
to conſider by what means they found a Paſſage into 
Greece and Italy; and if they are deſcended to us from 
thence, or through what other Channel we have re- 
ceiv'd them. The Jonians, a People inhabiting Part of 
Aſia Minor, after having rais'd themſelves to a great 
height of Power, and acquir'd immenſe Riches, ſoon 
plung'd themſelves into an exceſs of Luxury and Vo- 
luptuouſheſs, the inſeparable Companions of Abundance ; 
but when Cyrus had ſubdu'd them, in conſequence of his 
Conqueſt over Craſus, and the Captivity of that Prince, 
and all Aa Minor fell under the Dominion of the 
Per/ians; at the fame time that they receiv'd their Laws, 
they likewiſe fell into their Manners, and ſoon became 
the moſt voluptuous Nation in the Univerſe; they re- 
fin d upon the Entertainments of the Table, to which 
they added the uſe of Flowers and Perfumes; they found 
out new ſorts. of Ornaments for their Buildings, and of 
Furniture for their Houſes; the fineſt Linnen, and moſt. 
coſtly Tapeſtries being wrought by them. They were 
the Inventers of a wanton Dance, which was call'd 
from them Jonick; and their Effeminacy in all Points 
was ſo remarkable, that it became a Proverb; but ot 
all of them, the Mileſians were thoſe who excell'd the reſt 
in the Science of Pleaſure, and in the Art of Delicacy. 
They were the People who firſt taught the Perſians how 
to make Romances, and approv'd themſelves ſuch tho- 
rough Maſters in that Science, that the Mileſran Fables, 
that is, in other Words; their Romances full of amorous 
Stories and wanton Tales, were in great Reputation. It 
1s highly probable that till then the Romance was an' 
innocent ſort of Writing, compos d only of ſome ſignal 
and memorable Events; that they were the firſt who 
debauch'd it, ſtuffing it with laſcivious Narrations, and 
amorous Intreigues, All their Works have been con- 
2 „ ſum d 
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ſum'd by Time, which has with much ado handed 


down to us the Name of Ariftides, the moſt famous of 


their Writers, and the Author of ſeveral Books of Fa- 
bles call'd Mileſian. I know that one Dianyſius a Mile- 
fan, who lived under the Reign of the elder Darius, 
did write ſeveral fabulous Hiſtories; but as it is to be 
do- b ed whether they were not a Compilement of cer- 
tain ancient Fables, and there being no ground to be- 
lieve they were of a certain lick Fables as properly 
bore the Name of Avleſian, I ſhall forbear raking 
him among the Authors of Romances. 

Tu E Tonians, who were originally of Arrica and Pe- 
loponneſus, cou'd not forget from whence they 2 
they maintain d an uninterrupted Commerce with 
Grecians; they each of them ſent their Children from 
the one to the other to be educated after the Cuſtom 
and Manners of the Country, whither they were ſent 


reſpectively. During this free and open Communica- 


tion, Greece, Which of it {elf was naturally inclin'd to 
Fables, caſily learnt from the Jonians how to write Ro- 
mances, and ſoon became great Proficients in the Science. 
But for the clearer Underſtanding of this Matter, T will 
endeavour to recount, in due order of Time, ſuch of the 
Greek Writers as excell'd in this Art. 

I can meet with none of them before Alexander the 
Great, which makes me believe that this Art had made 
but a ſinall Progreſs. among them, till by the Conqueſt 
of Perſia they were in a Condition to learn it, as it 
were, at the Fountain-Head. C{earchus of Solium a City 
in Cilicia, who liv'd in the Days of Alexander, and was 
in like manner one of Ariſtotle's Diſciples, is the firſt I 
can find to have written Books of Love. Nor do 1 
know whether what he wrote was not a Collection of 
ſeveral amorous Events drawn out of the vulgar Fable, 
like That compil d afterwards by Parthenius, under the 
Reign of Auguſtus, and which is preſerv'd down to our 

Times, 
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Times. That which inclines me to ſuſpect it is a Story 4 
theneus reports out of him, where mention is made of the 
ſeveral Inſtances of the great Eſteem and Paſſion Gyges - 
King of Lydia had for a certain Courtelan with whom 
he was in Love. | | 

ANTONIUS DIOGENES, who, as Photins con- 
jectures, liv'd ſome time after the Reign of Alexander, . 
in Imitation of Homer's Odyſſes, and Ulyſſes his hazardous 
Voyages, wrote a downright Romance of the Travels 
and Amours of Dinias and Deveyllis, This RoMANCE, - 
tho' defective in many Points, ſtuff d with Traſh and 
Stories of ſo little Probability that they wou'd hardly 
be allowable even in a Poet, may however be calld re- 
gular. Photins has given us an Extract of it in his Li- 
brary, and faith he takes it to be the Source of what- 
ever Lucian, Lucius, Fambliens, Achilles, Tacins, Helio-- 
dorus, and Damaſcins, have written of this Kind. How- 
ever he adds in the fame Place, that Diogenes makes 
mention of one Autiplhunes, elder than himſelf, who had 
written ſeveral improbable Hiſtories of the ſame Stamp 
with his own that this Ait iphanes may as well be thought 
to have furniſh'd' both the Idea, and Matter to thoſe 
Romances he has mention'd, as Autonius Diogenes. I am 
of Opinion he takes him for A:riphanes the comick 
Poet, who, as Stephens the Geographer and others tell 
us, compos d a Book of incredible and wanton Relati- - 
ons. He was of Berge a Town of Thrace; but it is 
not known of what Country was Antonius Diogenes. 
I cannot name the preciſe Time wherein Axiſtides of 
Milerus, mention'd before, liv'd. What is moſt certain is, 
that he liv'd before the Wars between Marius and Sylla: 
For Siſema a Roman Hiſtorian, who liv'd at that Time, 
tranſlated his Mileſan Fables. This Piece was full of 
Obſcenities, notwithſtanding which it grew into great 
Requeſt among the Romans, infomuch that Smurenas 
Lieutenant-General of the Parthians, having upon the 
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Defeat of the Army commanded by Craſſus, found it 


among Roſcius his Equipage; took Occaſion from thence 
to inſult before the Senate in Seleucia the Effeminacy of 


the Romans, who even in the Field cou'd not deny 
themſelves ſuch unmanly Entertainments, 


LUCIUS of Patras, Lucian of Samofata, and Fam- 


blicus, were in a manner Cotemporaries, living under 


the Reign of Antoninus, and Marcus Aurelius. The 
firſt is not to be reckon'd among the Romancers, having 
only made a Collection of the ſeveral Metamor phoſes, or ma- 
gical Transformations of Men into Brutes, and of Brutes 
into Men; being in earneſt, and believing what he 
related. But Lucian refining upon him, has ac- 
cording to his Cuſtom, borrow'd of him on purpoſe 
toexpole him in his Book call'd Lucius his Aſs, to give 
the World to underſtand that it is a Fiction taken from 
him. In ſhort, it is an Abridgement of the two firſt 
Books of Lucius his Metamorphoſis. And this Sketch is 
a plain Proof that Photius had good Reaſon to complain 
of the many Obſcenities that abounded in that Work. 
This 4/5, ſo ingeniouſly and well ſet off by theſe Au- 
thors who have written his Hiſtory, reſembles another 
of equal Worth mention'd elſewhere by the ſame 


Photius from Damaſcius. He faith it belong'd to one 


Ammonius 2 Grammarian, and was ſo civiliz d and 
ſenſible of fine Things, that it wou'd forget to eat and 
drink for the fake of hearing Verſes, and that it had a 


- thorough Taſte in the Beauties of Poetry. The Branca- 


leone is undoubtedly a Copy of Lucius his Aſs, or that 
of Apuleius. It is an Italian Fiction very ingeni- 
ous and diverting. Lucian has, beſides his Lucius, writ- 
ten two Books of Groteſque ridiculous Hiſtories, which 
he delivers as ſuch, proteſting they never did and never 
can happen. Several People obſerving theſe Books to 
be join d with That wherein he preſcribes Rules for the 
well writing of Hiſtory, have from thence imagin'd his 


Deſigu 


— ——ꝓ— —ę———— 


* 


the Original of Romances. xvii 


Deſign was to form Examples to his Precepts. But he 
declares himſelf at the very beginning that he had no- 
thing elſe in view than to expole thoſe many Poets and 
Hiſtorians, nay, and Philoſophers too, who with Impu- 
nity impos'd upon their Reader Fables for Truths, and 
wrote falſe Relations of diſtant Countries, as had Ceeſias 
and Fambulus. If therefore it be true, as Photius af- 
firms, that Antonius Diogenes his Romance was the Foun- 
tain from whence Lucian deriv'd his two Books before 
mention d; we muſt allow that this Ro MAN E, as 
well as the fabulous Hiſtories of Creſias and Fambulns 
gave him a handle to write his Hiſtories wherein he ex- 
poſes the Vanity and Impertinence of Theirs. 

Ir was at the ſame time that Famblicus publiſh'd 
his Babylonicks, for ſo he calls his Romance, in which 
he far exceeds all that went before him; for if we may 
form a Judgment of it from the Abridgment Phorius 
has left us of that Work, his Deſign conſiſts of a ſin- 
gle Action, cloath'd with proper Ornaments, and ac- 


companied with Epiſodes rais d out of the Subject itſelf_ 
The Probable is there obſerv'd with Exactneſs enough, 


and the Adventures interwoven with much Variety, and 
without any Confuſion. However the whole Caſt of 
his Deſign is inartificial. He has groſly follow'd the 
Order of Time, without placing the Reader at firſt, as 
he might well have done in the middle of his Subje&, 
after the Example Homer has left him in his Odyſſes. 
Time has ſhewn ſome Reſpect to this Piece, which has 
been ſeen in the Eſcurial Library. 
HELIODORUS ſurpaſs'd him, as in every thing 
elſe, ſo particularly in the Diſpoſition of his Subject. 
Till then, nothing appear d ſo regularly form'd, and fo well 
executed, as the Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea. 
Nothing can be more chaſt than their Amours; wherein 
it appears, that beſides the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
which was the Author's Religion; his Perſonal Virtue 


furniſh'd 
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farniſh'd him with that Air of Honeſty, which ſhines 
the whole Work; wherein he very much 
excells not only Jamblicuu, but all the other Writers of 
that kind that are continu'd down to us. It was his 
Merit therefore which advanc'd him to the Epiſcopal Dig- 
nity. He was Biſhop of Tricca in Theſſaly ; and Sorrates 
of him that he introduced in that Province the 
Cuſtom of depoling ſuch of the Eccleſiaſticks who did 
not abſtain from their Wives, to whom they had been 
Marry'd before their Admiſſion into Holy Orders. This 
makes me very much ſuſpect what is related by Nice- 
phorus, an injudicious Author of an eaſy Faith, but lit- 
tle Veracity, who tells us, That the Fathers in a Provin- 
cial Synod foreſceing how dangerous it was for young 
People to read that Romance, which receiv'd an Au- 
thority from the Dignity of the Writer, and having 
d to him this Alternative, either to conſent that 
his Work ſhould be burnt, or to renounce his Bichoprick, 
he made choice of the latter. I cannot upon this Oc- 
caſion forbear wondering that a learned Man of this Age 
ſhould doubt whether this was the Work of Heliodorus 
hop of Tiicca, after ſuch manifeſt Teſtimonies of So- 
crates, Photius, and Nicephorus. Some have fancied that he 
flouriſh'd towards the end of the 1oth Century, therein 
confounding him with Heliadorus the Arabian, whoſe 
Life is written by Philoſtratus, among thoſe of ſome o- 
ther Sophiſts. But it is well known that he was Co- 
temporaty. with Arcadius and Honorius. So in Photins his 
Catalogue of the Romancers, who, according to him, 
have copied from Antonius Diogenes, we find as they 
ſtand rank d in the Order of Time wherein they liv'd, 
that Heliodorus is plac'd after Famblicus, and before Da- 
maſcins, who lived under the Reign of Friſtiman. 
AccoRDiNG to this Account, Achilles Tatins, who 
has written a regular Romance of the Amours of Clito- 
phon and Lencippe, muſt have preceded him; for tis 
from 
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from that only J am abſe to form a Conjecture as to 
his Age. Others think him later, from his Style. How- 


ever it be, he is by no means comparable to Heliodprus, 


either with reſpect to the Chaſtity of his Manners, the 

Variety of Events, or the artful Conduct of his Plots. 
In my Opinion, his Style is preferable to that of Helio- 
dorus; it is more fimple and natural; whereas the other 
is more ſtiff and forced. It is ſaid that at laſt he be- 
came a Chriſtian, and what is more, that he was made 
a Biſhop. I think it ſomething extraordinary that the 
Obſcenity of his Book has met with ſo little Cenfure; 
and farther fo, that the Emperor Leo fir-nam'd the Philoſo- 
pher, ſhou'd in an Epigram, which is ſtill extant, com- 
mend it for its Modeſty, and not only permitted, 
but recommended the reading of it throughout to ſuch 
as make a Profeſſion of Chaſtity. 

I may perhaps be thought ſomething too adventurous 
ſhould J mention in this Place that Arhenagoras, under 
whoſe Name has been publiſh'd a Romance, entitled, 
True and perfect Love. It has never appear d but in 
French, tranſlated by Fumee, who tells us in his Fre- 
face, That he had the Greek Original from Monſieur 
de Lamane, Protonotary to the Cardinal of Armagnar, 
and that he had never ſeen it elſewhere; and I may ven- 
ture to affirm, That no one has ever ſeen it ſince; for 
I think the Name is not to be met with in any Cata- 
logues whatever; and certainly if it ſhould be (till in be- 
ing, it muſt neceſſarily lie hidden among the Rubbiſh of 
ſome Library that is by chance fallen into the Hands of 
an illiterate Perſon who is poſſeſt of a Treaſure of 
which he knows not the Value, or of ſome il-natured 
One, in whoſe Power it is to communicate it to the Pub- 
lick, but not in his Inclination. The Tranſlator adds, 
That he takes it to be the Work of that famous Arhenagoras, 
who wrought an Apology for the Chriftian Religion in 
the Form of a Legation, which" was addreſt to the Em- 
A perors 
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perors Marcus Aurelius and Commodus, and another 
Treatiſe on the Reſurrection. His chief Argument is 
drawn from the Style of the latter, which he faith is 
much the ſame with that of the Romancer, of which 
he may be ſuppos'd to be a competent Judge, having 
the Originals before him. For my Part, tho' I am not 
able to ſpeak very poſitively upon the matter, haying 
never ſeen the Greek Copy, yet I muſt confeſs my {elf 
inclin'd to believe, from the peruſal of the Copy, that 
the Ro M Ax EH may upon good Grounds be thought 
to be the Writing of the Author of the Apology. Theſe 
are my Reaſons. The Apologiſt was a Chriſtian ; the 
Author of the Romance ſpeaks of the Divinity in ſuch 
a manner as becomes a Chriſtian; as for Inſtance, when 
he makes the Prieſts of Hammon ſay, there is but one 
God, of whoſe Eſſence when different Nations would 
make ſome Repreſentation to the Vulgar, they invented 
different Images to convey the Ideas down to them, all 
which were intended to expreſs one and the ſame Thing; 
that their genuine Signification having been loſt through 
time, the common People grew inſenſibly to believe 
that there wereas many Gods as there were Repreſenta- 
tions of the Divinity; and that from thence ſprung Ido- 
latry; that Bacchus, when he built the Temple of Ham- 
mon, placed no other Image in it but that of God; be- 
cauſe as there is but one Heaven which incompaſſeth 
but one World, ſo there is in this World but one Good, 
who ſpiritually communicates himſelf to his Creatures. 
He puts as much or more in the Mouths of certain 
Egyptian Merchants, viz. That the ſeveral Gods in the 
Heathen Mythology ſet forth the ſeveral Operations of 
the Divinity, which is without beginning, and without 
End, and which he terms obſcure and dark, becauſe inviſi- 
ble and incomprehenſible. In a word, the Reaſonings of 
theſe Prieſts and Merchants upon the Divine Eſſence, 
are much like thoſe of Athenagoras in his LJ 
T 
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The Apologiſt was a Prieſt of Athens; the Author of 
the Romance was an Athenian Philoſopher ; both the 
one and the other appear to have their ſhare of good 
Senſe and Erudition, and to be skill'd in Antiquity. - But 
on the other hand there are many things that give us 
room to believe that this is ſo far from being the Work 
of Athenagoras, that it rather ſeems to be ſuppoſititious. 
Photius having given an exact Account of all the Wri- 
ters of Romances that had liv'd before him, faith nothing 
of him. There is not a Copy of it to be found in any 
Library whatever, and that from which the Tranſlation 
was made has been never ſeen ſince. Moreover, the 
Lodging, Life, and Behaviour of the Prieſts of Hammon, 
as he has deſcrib'd them, are ſo like to the Convents; 
and Diſcipline of our Monks and Religious, that it ill a- 
grees With what we learn from Hiſtory as to the time . 
wherein the Monaſtick Life firſt began, and when it 
arriv'd to its Perfection. That therefore which to me 
appears the moſt probable under ſo much Uncertainty is, 
that the Romance is of an antient Date, but not ſo an- 
tient as the Apology ; for one may perceive throughout 
the whole Work ſuch a thorough Inſight both into Na- 
ture and Art, ſuch a diſtin knowledge of Times paſt, 
ſo many curious Remarks which are not borrow'd from 
the old Authors now remaining among us, and yet have 
a Reference to them, and are ſo many Illuſtrations upon 


them, ſo many Greciſms in the Tranſlation, and eſpeci- 


ally ſuch a certain Air of Antiquity, that is not to be 
counterfeited; ſo that I am ſo far from imagining it to 
be Fumee's Production, who was a Man of but mode- 
rate Learning, that I do not believe the moſt able Wri- 
ters in his time were capable of r any _ 
like it. If Photius has ſaid nothing o 

how many others are there of a high and celebrated Re- 
putation that have either eſcap'd his Knowledge, or been 
omitted through Negligence? And if in our Days 2 
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has been no more than one Copy found, and which 
perhaps is fince loſt, how many other excellent Authors 
are there, who have met with the ſame Deſtiny? If 
this is not ſufficient to fatisfy you, and I muſt be obli- 
ged to carry my Conjectures ſtill a little farther, in order 
to diſcover if poſſible the preciſe time wherein he lived, 
I muſt only refer my ſelf to one Paſſage in the Preface 
to the Romance, wherein he complains of the mortal 
Wound Athens, the place of his Nativity, had juſt receiv'd 
in the univerſal Deſolation of Greece. From this can 
only be intended either the Irruption the Scythians 
made into Greece during the Reign of Gallienus, or that of 
the Goths under Aaaric in the days of Arcadius and Honori- 
s. Now I think the words of the Author more ap- 
plicable to the Irruption of the Goths than that of the 
Scythians, becauſe theſe were ſoon driven out of Arhens, 
before they had time to commit many Diſorders there; 
whereas it was handled very ſeverely by the Goth, who 
left behind them many lamentable Marks of their Barbarity. 
Syneſtus, who liv'd at that time, ſpeaks of it in the fame 
Terms with our Author, and regrets with him the down- 
fal of Letters, occaſion d by the Barbarians triumphing in 
the place of their Nativity, and Seat of their Empire. 
However it be, this work of Athenagoras is the Pro- 
duct of a great Genius, conducted with Art, ſententious, 
and abounding in excellent moral Precepts. The Epiſodes 
are of a piece with the Subject, the Characters are di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, and a due Decorum obſerv d throughout the 
whole; wherein there is nothing mean or forced, no- 
thing like the Puerilities of the Sophiſts. The Plot conſiſts 
of two Walks, which was one of the chief Beauties in the 
antient Comedy; for with the Adventures of Theogenes 
and Charida are interwoven thoſe of Pherecydes and Me- 
laugenia. And this is an Evidence how much Giraldi 
was miſtaken, when he imagined the multiplicity of Acti- 
ons was an I#alias Invention. * 
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by the Greeks and old French before. The Greeks had 


form'd them with a Dependance and Subordination to 
the principal Subject, according to the Rules of an He- 
roick Poem; as was practiſed by Athenogoras, and He- 
liodorus too, but with leſs Exactneſs; whereas our old 
French multiplied them without Order, without Connecti- 
on or Art, and it is Thoſe the Iralians have imitated, who 
borrowing their Romances from Them have taken them 
with all their Faults. And this has drawn Giraldi into a 
Error than the former, ſinee in commending 
this Fault he ſtrives to make a Beauty of a Deformity. 
If it be true, as he faith himſelf it is, that a Romance 
ought to reſemble a perfect Body, and be compos'd of 
many Parts different, but proportion'd under one principal 
Head; it follows of courſe that the principal Action, which 
is as the Head, ought to be fingle and illuſtrious in 
ſon of the reſt; — that the ſubordinate Actions, which are 
as the Members, ought to be ſubſervient to the Head, yield 
to it in Beauty and Dignity, adorn, ſuppert, and attend 
it with a Dependance; otherwiſe it will be a Monſter 
with many Heads, deform'd and frightful. The Exam- 
ple of Ovid, which he alledges in behalf of his 
ment, and of the Cyelic Poets, which he might as 
well have alledged, are of no ſervice to him. For the 
Metamorpheſes, in the antient Fable, which Ovid propo- 
fed to aſſemble intd one Poem, and thoſe of which the 
Cyclic Poems conſiſt, being fo many incoherent Acti- 
ons, of little or no Reſemblance, but almoſt of an equal 
Beauty, it was as impoſſible to form a regular Body of 
them, as to raiſe a perfect Building” with Sand only. 
= Applauſe thoſe irregular Romances met with from 
the Italians, upon which he lays ſo great a ſtreſs, is 
ſtill leſs to his Purpoſe. A Judgment is not to be paſs d 
upon a Book from the Number, but Capacity, of its 
Admirers. All the World take the Liberty of paffing 
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Noon-Walkers in the Town, all our Lady Viſitants 
erect themſelves into Tribunals, where a definitive Sen- 
tence is paſs d upon the Merit of our beſt Writings. The 
Prize is arbitrarily given to an Epick Poem for the ſake of 
a fine Compariſon or Deſcription; and ſometimes a Verſe, 
tho' never ſo little offenſive to the Ear, and perhaps in 
a Place where the Subje& both warranted and required 
it, ſhall fink its Reputation. One tender Sentiment 
ſhall eſtabliſh the Fortune of a Romance; and one 
Expreſſion a little forced, or an obſolete Word, ſhall marry 
it. But the Authors of theſe Works do not ſtand by 
ſuch Deciſions ; but like the Actreſs in Horace, who 
when ſhe was hiſt off the Stage by the Mob, valu'd her- 
ſelf upon the Applauſe ſhe had receiv'd from the Qua- 
lity; they think it ſufficient if they can pleate thoſe fine 
Taſtes, who judge by other Rules; Rules known to ſo 
few, that a good Judge, as I have often ſaid, is as hard 
to be found as a good Writer; and among the very few 
that have a true Knowledge of Proſe, one ſhall hardly 
find One able to paſs a right Judgment upon Verſe, or 
ſo much as know that Poetry and Proſe are Things 
quite different, Theſe Judges, whoſe Sentiment is the 
certain Rule by which we are to rate the Merit of Po- 
ems, and Romances, will agree with Giraldi that the 1ta- 
lian Romances have many fine things in them, and are 
to be applauded on ſeveral other Accounts, but not for 
the Regularity, Coherence and Juſtneſs of the Deſign. 
But to return to Athenagoras his Romance, wherein, 
the Unravelling of the Plot, tho brought about without 
any Machine, is. not ſo fine as the other Parts. It is 
not enough heightened ; it preſents itſelf, before the Rea- 
der's Paſſion and Impatience is warm'd as it ought, and 
is done with too little Addreſs. But his greateſt Blemiſh 
is the unſeaſonable Oſtentation of his Skill in Archite- 
Eture. What he has written on that Subject might be 
admirable eſeyrhere 3 but it is faulty where he has put 
. It 
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Photius ſaith that he has imitated Autonius Diogenes, the 
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it, and out of its right Place. Ne dee auco il Poeta, faith 
Giraldi, nel deſcivere le fabriche, voleſſi moſtrare in guiſa 


arte appartinente, laſci quello che conviene al Poera; alla 
coſa egli deeſoura ogni coſa mirare, ſe cerca loda: oltreche que- 
ſte deſcrittioni di coſe mechaniche recano con loro vilta, & ſono 
lontane, & dall uſo, e dal grande dell Herioco. A 
Poetꝰ's Buſineſs is not to ſhew himſelf an Architect 
« in his Deſcription of an Edifice, for when he is too 
particular in deſcribing what belongs to that Art, he 
« omits That which is proper to the Poet, wherein he 
« is principally concern'd, if he is ambitious of Fame. 
« BgBeſides that ſuch Mechanick Deſcriptions debaſe 
the Work; they are unſeaſonable, and below the 
« Dignity of an Heroick Poem.” He has bor- 
row'd ſeveral Things from Heliadorus, or Heliodorus 
from him : For as I take them to have liv'd both inthe 
fame Age, I know not to which of them ought to be 
aſcrib'd the Honour of the Invention. The Names 
and Characters of Theogenes and Charida, reſemble thoſe 
of Theagenes and Chariclea. Theogenes and Charida firſt 
faw, and fell in Love with, each other at Minerva's 
Feaſt, as Theagenes and Chariclea did at Apollo's. Athe- 
nagoras makes one Herondates Governor of the Lower 
Egypt; Heliodorus makes Oroonlates Governor of 998 
Athenagorts makes Theogenes ready to be facrificed by 
the Scythians, and in Heliodorus Theagenes is upon the 
Point of being ſacrificed by the Æthiopians; in ſhort, 
Athenagoras has divided his Work into Ten Books, and 
ſo has Heliodorus. | 

I will not reckon in the Number of Romances the 
Books of Paradoxes written by Damaſcius a Heathen Phi- 
loſopher, who lived in the Reign of Fuſtinian; for when 


model of moſt of the Greek Romances, his Meaning 
muſt be, that, like him, he wrote ſeveral Hiſtories _ 
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dible and fabulous, but not in the Ro MAN E manner. 
ys were no other than Apparitions of Ghoſts and Gob- 
lins, and Events altogether unnatural, either too eaſily 
believ'd, or too groſly conceiv'd, and. worthy of the 
Impiety and Atheiſm of their Author. 

Two Years after Damaſcius, St. Fohn of — 
compos d his Hiſtory of Barlaam, and Fehoſaphat. Seve- 
ral ancient Manuſcripts aſcribe it to Jom the Sinaite, 
who livd in the Reign of the Emperor Theadoſtus. 
But Billius proves it a manifeſt Error; for the Diſputes 
with the Iconoclaſticks, which are inſerted in this Work, 
were not then on Foot, nor for a long time after, till the 
Reign of Leo Iſauricus, wherein St. Fohn of Damaſcus 
flouriſh'd. It is in Truth a Romance, but a ſpiritu- 
al One; it treats of Love, but of the Love of God; 
a great deal of Blood is ſpilt in it, but it is the Blood of 
the Martyrs. It is written in the manner of a Hiſtory, 
and not according to the Rules of a Romance; and 
yet tho' the Probable is pretty cloſely obſerv'd, it has 
however ſo many Marks of Fiction in it, as will cafily 
be obſery'd by never ſo little Attention in the Reading. 
There appears in the multitude of Parables, Compari- 
fons, and Similitudes that abound in it, the Fabulous 
Genius of the Country of its Author, 

Tux RoMANCE written by Theodorus Prodromus, 
and that which is attributed to Euſtathius Biſhop of 
Theſſalonica, who fouriſh'd towards the middle of the 
12th Century, in the Reign of the Emperor Manuel 
Comnenus, are much of the fame ſpecies. The firſt con- 
tains the Amours of Diocles and Rhodanthe, and the other 
Thoſe of Iſmenias and Iſinene. Monſieur Gaulmin has 
oblig d the Publick with a Tranſlation both of the one 
and the other, and his Notes upon both. As he has 
{aid nothing of Euſlathius in his Preface to that which 
goes under r his Name, I am willing to conſtrue this Si- 


lence of his in his Favour, and to believe that he was too 
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wiſe and knowing to fall into the Error of thoſe, who 
fancy that the learned Commentator upon Homer cou'd 
be capable of compoſing ſuch a miſerable Piece as that 
is: Since in ſeveral Manuſcripts the Author goes under 
the Name of Eumathizs, and not Exſtathius. However 
it be, it is moſt certain that nothing can be more dry, 
inſipid and tedious ; without Decorum, Probability, or 
Conduct: looking like the Exerciſe of ſome Scholar, 
or filly Sophiſt, who deſerves to be under the Diſcipline 
of the Ferula as long as he lives. Theodorus Prodromus 
is but little better, tho' ſomething more artful : His 
Plot is unraveld by the help of Machines, and his 
Perſons are dreſt up without any Decorum or Unifor- 
mity in their Characters. His Piece may be conſider d 
rather as a Poem than Romance, being wrote in Verſe, 
which indeed may ſerve as an Excuſe for his Metapho- 
rical licentious Style. However as his Verſe is Iambick, 
which is but one Degree from Proſe, and may proper- 
ly be calbd Proſe in Metre ; I thought it proper to al- 
low it a Place in this Catalogue. It is ſaid he was by 
Birth a Rſs 3 a Prieſt, Poet, Philoſopher, and Phy- 
ſician. 


I have much the ſame Opinion of the Paſtorals of 


the Sophiſt Longus, as of the two preceding. For tho 
ſome learned Men in theſe latter Ages have commended 
them for their Elegance and Agreeablenels ; as likewiſe 
for their Simplicity ſo proper to the Subject ; yet there 
is nothing elſe commendable in them beſides that Sim- 
plicity, which however ſometimes deſcends even to 
Puerility and Nonſenſe. He opens very groſly with 
the Birth of his Shepherds, and concludes his Work 
with their Nuptials. He never unravels his Intreigues, 
but by injudicious Machines. Moreover he is ſo Ob- 
ſcene, that one muſt have a great deal of Confidence 
to read him without bluſhing. His Style, for which he 
has been ſo much commended, is that for which = 
| ps 
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haps he is the leaſt praiſe-worthy ; tis a Style like that 
of a Sophiſt, as he was; of the ſame Stamp with that ot 
Euſtathius, and Theodorus Prodromus, betwixt the Ora- 


tor, and Hiſtorian, and ſo proper neither to the one or 


the other; full of Metaphors, and Antitheſes, and of thoſe 
glaring Figures, that ſurpriſe the Simple, and tickle the 
Ear without benefiting the Underſtanding. Inſtead of 

ing his Reader by the Novelty Events, the 
Method and Variety of Matter, and a neat cloſe Narra- 
tion, which has however its proper Turn and Cadence, 
ſtill advancing in its Subject, he endeavours, as moſt 
Sophiſts do, to delay him by Deſcriptions foreign to 
the purpoſe: He leads him out of the high Road; and 
whilſt he expoſes him to ſo many Places where he had 
no Buſineſs, he wearies his Attention, and blunts the 
Impatience he had of arriving at the End he deſir'd, 
and which at firſt was propoſed to him. I muſt con- 
feſs I tranſlated this Romance with ſome Pleaſure 
in my Youth, and that indeed is the only Age wherein 
it ought to pleaſe. I will not pretend to aſcertain the 
Time wherein he lived; none of the Antients have 
made-any mention of him; nor is there any thing in 
him that may give Ground for a Conjecture, unleſs it 
be the Purity of his Elocution, which inclines me to 
think him more ancient than the two others. 

Or the three Xenophons mention d by Suidas, I ſhall 
ſay nothing more than what has been already ſaid by 
him. One of them was of Antioch, the other of 
Epheſus, and the third of Cyprus; they all of them 
wrote amorous Stories. The firſt gave His the Title of 
Babylonicks, as did Famblicus ; the ſecond called His 
Epheſian, and related in them the Amours of Habraco- 
mas and Authia; and the third gave His the Name of 
Cyprian, wherein he deſcribd the Amours of Cinyras, 
Ayrrha, and Adonis . 
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T muſt not upon this Occaſion omit Parthenius of 
Nice, who has left behind him a Collection of Amo- 
rous Stories, which he dedicated to Cornelius Gallus, a 
Poet who flouriſh'd in the Reign of Auguſtus. Moſt 
of thoſe Stories are taken out of the antient Fable, and 
all of them from antient Authors cited by him. Some 
of them ſeem to me to be of the Romance kind, 
and to have been borrow'd from the Mileſian Tales; 
That for Inſtance of Erippe and Xanthus, in the eighth 
Chapter; That of Polycrite and Diogenes in the ninth; 
That of Leuconoe and Cyanippe in the tenth 3 and laſtly 
That of Neera, Hyſicreon, and Promedon inthe eighteenth, 
For beſides that theſe Adventures are aſcrib'd to Mileſſans, 
it does not appear that they have been borrow'd from 
the Fable, or taken out of antient Hiſtory. Moreover | 
it is not unlikely but that the Paſſion of Caunus and Bi- 
blis, the Children of the Founder of Miletus, which is 
mention d in the eleventh Chapter, is a Fiction of the 
Country render d famous, and conſecrated to Poſterity in 
the old Mythology. Which, however, I do not offer 
for any other than a mere Conjecture. 

In the fore-mention'd Catalogue I have diſtinguiſh'd 
thoſe Romances that areregular from Thoſe that are not 
ſo. I call Thoſe Regular, which are fram'd upon the 
Rules of Heroick Poetry. The Grecians, by whom 
moſt Arts and Sciences have been brought to ſo great a 
Perfection, that they have been eſteemed the firſt In- 
venters of them, have -likewiſe cultivated the Art of 
Romancing ; and rough and unſhapen as it was among 
the Orientals, they have work d it into a better Form, by - 
confining it to the Rules of the Epopea, and uniting in 
a compleat Body, the ſeveral Parts that lay without Or- 


der, or Relation to each other, in the Romances that had 


been compos'd before them. Of all the Greek Writers of 
Romances before- mentioned, Antonius Diogenes, Lucian, 
Athenagoras, Famblicus, Heliodorus, Achilles, Tutius, 

Vol. I. | b Euſtatiuiu. 
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 Euſtathins, and Theodorus - Prodromus, are the only Au- 
thors that have ſubje cted themſelves: to thoſe Rules, I 
fay nothing in this Place of Lucius of Patras, nor of 


Damaſcius, whom I have not number'd in the Liſt of 


Romance Writers. As for St. John of Damaſins, and 
Longus, they might eaſily have form'd their Works ac- 
cording to thoſe Rules, but they either did not know 
them, or deſpis d them. I know not what the three 
Xenophons did in that reſpect, ſince we have nothing left 
of theirs to make any Judgment upon, nor of  4/ſtides, 
or the reſt, who with him were Authors of the Mileſi- 
an Fables. However I believe theſe laſt obſerved forme 
Rules, as ſeems to appear from thoſe Works that have 
been written in Imitation of them, and have been pre- 
ſerv'd down to our days, ſuch for inſtance. as nd 

his Metamorphoſis, which is regular enough. 
THEsE Miteſian Fables, long before chey made that 
ſs in Greece, already mentioned, convey'd\ them- 
ſelves into Italy, where they were firſt entertain d by the 
Sybarites, a People voluptuous beyond imagination; that 
conformity of Humour, which happen d between them 
and the Mileſtans, eſtabliſſd between them a reciprocal 
Communication of Luxury and Pleaſure, and ſo firmly 
united them, that Herodotus ſaith, He never knew a 
better eſtabliſh'd Alliance between any People whatever. 
From the Mileſtans therefore the Sybarires karnt the Art of 
Fabling, fo that the Sybarite Tales became as common in 
Italy, as the Milefian. were in Aa. It is hard to de- 
termine of What Conſtruction they were. 'Hefychins 
gives us to underſtand, in a Paſſage chat has been much 
corrupted, that Æſop having been in Italy, his Fables grow 
into great Reputation in that County; that -Improve- 
ments were made upon them; that having ſuffer d ſome 
Alterations, they were called Sburite, and chat they paſt 
into a Proverb; but he does not tell us wherein-thoſe 
Alterations conſiſted, Swidas thinks they ere like Thoſe 
| | ot 
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of Zſ/op; but in This he is deceiv'd as in many other 
Inſtances. The old Commentator upon Ariftophant s 
faith, The Sybarites introduced Brutes in their Fables, 
and that Æſop made uſe of Men in his. This Paſſage 
is certainly corrupted, for as it is plain that Men were 
Actors in Z/op's Fables, it follows rg thence that the 
Sybarites made uſe of Brutes in theirs; and this is what 
the Commentator faith in expres Terms in another 
Place. Thoſe of the Sybarites were diverting, and iu- 
tended to raiſe Laughterin the Readers. I have met with a 
sketch of one of them in Elian; tis a Story he tells us he 
had taken out of the Hiſtories of the Sybarites, that is 
to ſay, according to my Opinion, out of their Fables. 
You ſhall be a Judge of it from the Story itſelf, < A 
« Sybarite Boy walking with his School-Maſter in the 
« Street, met a Fellow-that fold dry Figs, and ſtole one 
« of them out of his:Basket ; his Maſter ſeverely reprov'd 
“him for it, but fnatch'd the Fig from him, and ear it 
« himſelf,” Theſe Fables were not only facetious, but 
extream ſmutty. Ovid places the Sybaritis, that 
had been compos d a little before his time, in the num- 
ber of the moſt debauch'd Pieces. Several learned Men 
have imagin'd, that he thereby meant the Work of He- 
.mitheon the Sybarite, of whom Lucian ſpeaks, as Of a 
Lump of Lewdneſs, But to me there ſeems no ground 
for this Imagination; for it does not appear that there 
was any Agreement between that Book of Hemmit eon, 
and the Sybaritis; only that both the one and the other 
were very Laſcivious, and this was common to all the 
Fables of the Sybavites. Beſides the Sybaritis, as hs 
been faid before, was written not long before Ovit; 
and it is notorious that the City of Sybaris was razed 
by the Cyoroniars Five Hundred Years before the go 
of that Poet. It is therefore moſt'Ukely that the 
-vitis had been compos d by ſome Roman, and fo | 
. written in Imitation of the old .Sybarite bt 
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A certain antient Author, whoſe Name I take to be of 
no Moment for you to know, gives us to underſtand, that 
their Style was ſhort, and Laconic; but that does not 
pcove that their Fables had nothing in them of the 
ROMAN E. | | ; 
THis Paſlage in Ovid is an Inſtance that the Ro- 
mans had even in his Time given a Reception among 
them to the Sybarite Fables ; and he tells us farther, in 
the ame Book, that Siſenna, a famous Hiſtorian, had 
likewiſe tranſlated ſeveral of the Mileſian Fables of Ari- 
ſlides. This Siſenna was Cotemporary with Sylla, and 
related to him, being with him deſcended from the 
noble and illuſtrious Family of the Cornelii. He was 
Prætor in Sicily and Achaia, and wrote a Hiſtory of his 
Country, for which he was :preferr'd to all the Hiſtori- 
ans of his Nation that had preceded him, 
Ir the Romans could without a Bluſh read thoſe Fa- 
bles under the Republick, at a time when an auſtere 
Diſcipline and Rigidneſs of Manners was maintain'd a- 
mong them; it is not to be wonder'd at, if when the 
Commonwealth was ſubjected to the Will of the Em- 
perors, and every one after their Examples abandon'd 
themſelves to Luxury and Pleaſure, their Minds became 
ſenſible of ſuch, as the Reading of Romances inſpir d 
into them. Virgil, who was born ſoon after the Eſta- 
| bliſhment of the Empire, could not find out a more 
agreeable Entertainment for the Naids, Daughters of the 
River Peneus, whilſt they were holding an Aſſembly 
under the Waters of their Father, than to recite the 
Amours of the Gods, .of which the Fables of Antiquity 
conſiſted. Ovid, who was Cotemporary with Virgil, 
makes the Daughters of Minyas divert each other with 
Romantick Stories whilſt they were at Work, and the 
Labour of their Hands did not take from them the UG 
of their Tongues or Thoughts. The firſt of thoſe Stories 
is That of Fyramus and Thisbe; the ſecond * dine 
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and Venus ; and the third of Salmacis and Herma- 
Phrodite. 


FROM this is evident the great Eſtsem Nome had for 
Romances at that time; but it appear d more fully * N 
a Romance itſelf compos d by Petronius, a Conſul, and 
the moſt polite Man of his Age. He wrote it in the 
Nature of Satyr, and of that ſort which was invented 
by Varro, who made an agreeable mixture of Proſe 
and Verſe, of Serious and Comical, and call'd it Menip- 
pean, becauſe Menippus the Cynic had before him trea- 
ted of ſerious Subjects in a low diverting Style. This 
Piece, written by Ferronius, tho intended for a Satyr, 
was at the fame time a perfect Romance, containing. 

but ingenious diverting Fictions, ſome of them 
very wanton and immodeſt, and under that Veil very 
ſeverely laſhing the Vices that reign'd in Nero's Court. 
As what remains of him is no better than inchorent 
Fragments, or rather the Collections of ſome ſtu- 
dious Perſons, it is impoſſible to form a diſtin& Idea of 
the Shape and Contexture of the whole Piece. How- 
eyer it appears to have been conducted with Regularity, - 
and it is more than probable that the Parts which are 
ſtill remaining, but broken and diſorder'd, did at firſt in 
conjunction with Thoſe that are wanting, compoſe a 
perfect Body. Tho' Perronius ſeems to have been a 
great Critick, and a Man of an exquiſite Taſte, yet his 
Style docs 'not come up juſtly to the Delicacy of his 
Judgment. There is ſomething of Affectation in it, 
ſomething too much ſtudied, and elaborate, and even 
then degenerating from the natural majeſtick Simplicity 
of the happy Augriſtan Age. So very true is it, that the Art 
of Narration, which ſo many practiſe, and ſo very few - 
underſtand, is however eaſier to be underſtood than put 
in Execution, 

Wr are told that the Poet Lucan, who likewiſeliv'd . 
in Nero s time, left behind him ſome Saltick Fables, that is, 
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as ſome will” have it, Fables, wherein he recounts the 
Amours of the Nymphs and Satyrs. This very much 
reſembles'a R'oM AN £, and the Genius of that Age, 
which was difpos'd to Ro MAN E, confirms my Con- 
jecture; but as we have nothing remaining but the 
Title, which does not clearly expreſs the Nature of the 
Piece, I ſhall: determine nothing upon it. 
APULEIUS's Metamorphoſis, fo well known under 
the Name of The Gol DEN Ass, was made during 
the Reign of the Antonines. It ſprung from the ſame Ori- 
with Lucian 's As, being like That taken out of the 
two firſt Books of the Metamorphoſis of Lucius of Pa- 
iras, with this Difference only, that thoſe Books were 
abridg d by Lucian, but augmented by A4pmleires. This 
Philoſopher's Work is regular; for alkho' he ſeems to 
begin it with his Infancy, yet what he ſaich upon that 
Head, is only by way of Preface, andtoexcuſe the Rude- 
neſs of his Style; and the Hiftory itfelf begins with his 
Voyage: In this Piece, which he declares to be of that 
kind, he has given us an Idea of the ora get Fables. 
He has embelliſh'd it with beautiful Epiſodes, and parti- 
cularly with that ſo well known, of Pſyche, neither has 
he retrench'd the Impurities he found in the Originals 
from whence he copy d. His Style is that of a So- 
phiſt, full of Affectation, and ſtrain'd Metaphors, harſh, 


barbarous, and like an African. 


IT is affirm'd that Clodius Albinus, one of the Pre- 
tenders to the Empire, that were vanquiſh'd and lain by 
Severus, did not think it beneath him to exerciſe his 
Talents that way. Julius Capitolinus tells us in his Life 
that certain Mileſan Fables appear d abroad under his 
Name, pretty well eſteem' d, tho indifferently written, 
and that Severus reproach'd the Senate for having com- 
mended him as a learned Man, tho' he had read no farther 
than the Mileſiar Fables of Apuleius; and that his whole 

Study 
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Study lay in old Wive's Tales, and ſuch Trifles which 
he preferr'd to more ſerious Empioyments. 

Martians Capella has given the Name of Satyr to his 
Work as well as Perronius, becauſe like His it is written 
in Verſe and Proſe, and there is in it a mixture of the 
Uſeful and Agreeable. Deſigning to treat of all the 
Arts called Liberal, he perſoniſeth them, and feigns that 


Mercury, Whole Attendants they are, is marry'd to Phi- 


lology, that is the Love of Letters, and gives her in 
Dowry whatever his Attendants have of Fine and Va- 
luable.. Inſomuch that it is a continued Allegory, and 
deſerves rather the Name of a Fable than Romance; for, 
as I have already obſery'd, the Fable gives us a Repre- 
ſentation of Things that never were, nor can be, but 
the Romance on the other hand repreſents to us Things 
which might have been, but never were. His Style is 
Barbarity itſelf, fo bold and immoderate in his Figures, 
as not to be pardon'd inthe moſt adventurous Poet, and 
withal cover d under an Obſcurity ſo thick, that he is 
ſcarce intelligible ; ſetting this aſide, he ſhews himſelf 
Maſter of a great deal of Learning, and uncommon Eru- 
dition. It is ſaid, this Author was an African; if he 
was not, he might paſs for one, from his ſtiff and for- 
ced manner of Writing. It is not known in what time 
he lived, all that is certain of him is, that he is older 

than Fuſtinian. | pe 
HiTHERTo the Art of Romancing continued in 
ſome Reputation and Figure, but declined at the ſame 
time with Literature and the Empire, when the rugged 
Nations of the North overwhelm'd Europe with their Ig- 
norance and Barbarity. *Till then Romances had been 
compos'd for Pleaſure and Delight, but now fabulous 
Hiſtories began to prevail, for want of proper Materials 
for true Ones. Theleſw, who is faid to have lived about 
the middle of the Sixth Century, under the Reign of 
King Aribxr, ſo famous in the Books of Chivalry, and 
b 4 Mellin. 
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Melkin, who was ſomething younger, wrote the Hiſtory 
of their Country England, and of King Arthur and his 
Round-Table. Balæus, who has given them a Place in 
his Catalogue, makes mention of them as of very fa- 
bulous Authors, The fame thing may be faid of Hu- 
nibaldus Francus, Who is faid to have been Cotempora- 
ry with Clovis, and whoſe Hiſtory, as he calls it, is no 
better than a Collection of Lies and Abſurdities. | 
AND now, Sir, we are got down to the celebrated 
Piece, containing the Actions of Charlemagne, which 
has been very injudiciouſly aſcrib'd to Archbiſhop Der- 
Pin, tho he was not born till Two Hundred Years af- 
ter, Pigna, and ſome others, have been ſo weak as to 
believe, that Romances was ſo called from Rheims, of 
which Tirpin was Archbiſhop, becauſe his Book, as 
Pigna will have it, was the Fountain from whence moſt 
of the Romancers of Provence ſupply d themſelves; and 
was, according to others, the Maſter-piece of Roman- 
ces. However it be, there are many other Hiſtories, 


of which Charlemagne's Life is the Subject, that are alto- 


gether as fabulous, as that which is father'd upon T- 
pin. Such for Inſtance are Thoſe which are attributed 
to Hancon, and Solcon Forteman, to Sicward the Sage, to 
Adel Aleling, and to Folm, the Son of a certain King 
of Friezeland, all Five Friezelanders by Birth, and as we 
are told, Cotemporaries with Charlemagne. Such more- 
over was the Hiſtory attributed to Orcon, who, accord- 
ing to the general Opinion, was Cotemporary with the 
Emperor Cho the Great, and grand Nephew to Solcon 
before-mentioned; to Theſe we may add the Hiſtory of 
of Monmouth, containing the Feats of King Ar- 
thur, and the Life of Merlin. Theſe Hiſtories, told i u 
a plauſible manner, did not fail to pleaſe the i 
Readers, more ignorant, if poſſible, than their > 
So that no one was at the pains to examine into au- 
thentick Records, or to be duly inform'd of the _ 
"6 ore 
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1 before they took upon them to write; they had their 


*X Materials nearer hand, in their own Head, and in their 


own Invention ; and by this means Hiſtory began to 
degenerate into Romance. The Lat Tongue grew 


as much neglected, and deſpis' d, in that Age of Igno- 
rance, as Truth itſelf. Vour Poetaſters, Ballad-mongers, 
Story-Tellers, and Juglers of Provence; in ſhort all 


Thoſe of that Country, who practis d what they call d 
The Gay Science, began in the Days of Hugh Capet to 
RoMANCE in good Earneſt, and to roam up and down 
France, vending their Romantick Wares where: ever 
they came, compoſed all in the Roman Language. For 
at that Time the Provencials were better skilld in Li- 
terature and Poetry, than all the reſt of France. This 
Language was what the Romans had introduced with 
their Conqueſts, and which, in time, was corrupted 
with a mixture of the old Gauliſh, which had preceded , 
and of the Frank, or Teutonick, that ſucceeded it; inſo- 


much, that it was neither Latin, nor Gawliſh, nor Frank, 


but a Medly of them all; wherein, however the Ro- 
man had the Predominance, for which Reaſon it till 
preſery'd that Name, to diſtinguiſh it from the particu- 
lar, or Mother Tongue of each Country, whether the 
Gauliſh or Celtic, or the Aquitanic, or the Belgic : 
for Cefar tells us theſe three Languages differ d from 
each other; tho' Strabo ſaith, The Difference was 
nothing elſe but three different Diale&s upon the fame 
common Language. The Spaniards put the fame Signi- 
fication upon the word Roman that we do, and call their 
vulgar Tongue Romance. The Roman therefore being 


what was moſt univerſally underſtood, the Provencials 


wrote their Stories in that Language, and they were for 
that Reaſon call'd Romances, Theſe Authors paſſing 
thus up and down, were generouſly paid for their Pains, 
and well xeceiv'd by the Great Men of the Country 
where they trayell'd ; ſome of whom were fo taken with 
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them, that they often ſtrip'd themſelves to cloath Them. 
However, the Provencials were not the only People who 
addicted themſelves to that agreeable Occupation; for 
almoſt all the Provinces in France had their Romancers 
too; even as far as Picardie, where they had their Ser- 
wantois, a fort of Amorous Pieces, and ſometimes Sa- 
tyrical. And from hence ſprung up ſuch an incredible 
Number of old Romances, many of which are extant 
in Print, others are mouldering away in Libraries, and 
the reſt have been conſum'd by Time. Even Spain it- 
ſelf, which, by Degrees, grew ſo fertile in Romances, 
and Traly too, borrow'd the Art from Us. Mi par di 
poter dire che queſia ſorte di Poeſia ( theſe are Giraldi's 
Words, ſpeaking of Romances) hadbbia hauuta la 
prima Origine, & il primo ſuo Principio da Franceſi, da i 
quali ha forſe anco havuto il name. De Franceſs poi d 
paſſato queſta maniera di poeteggiare à gli Spannoli, ulti- 
mamente e ſtato accettata da gli Italiani. I may ven- 
«, ture to affirm, ſairh he, That this ſort of Poetry had 
its Original and Beginning in France, and from thence 
„ likewile it has probably receiv'd its Name. The 
.*© Spaniards learnt this way of Poetiſing from the French, 

* and now at laſt it has been receiv'd by the 1ralians. 
Tur late Monſieur Saumaiſe, for whoſe Memory I 
have a ſingular Veneration, both on the Account of his 
great Learning, and the Friendſhip there was between 
us, imagined that Spain having learnt of the Arabs the 
Art of Romancing, taught it the reſt of Europe. To 
ſupport which Opinion, it muſt be allow'd, That The- 
lein, Mellin, both Engliſh, and Hunibaldus Francus, who 
are all three ſaid to have compos'd their Romantick Hi- 
ſtories about the middle of the ſixth Century, are at 
eaſt Two Hundred Years younger than has been hitherto 
believed; for Count Falian's Revolt, and the Settlement 
of the Arabs in Spain, did not happen till the Ninety 
Firſt Year of the Hegira, ** of our Lord; and it 
wou 4 


2 n r 


the Original of Ro MAN GES. xxxix 
vrou d require ſome time after That for the Mabian 


Romances to take footing in Spain, and for Thoſe which 


it is pretended were compos d by the Spaniards, in imi- 
tation of Them, to be communicated to the reſt of 
Europe. I am far from inſiſting upon the Antiquity of 
thoſe Authors, tho' I have ſome Right ſo to do, ſince 
the common Opinion is on my Side. It is very true, 
as I have already obſerved, that the Arabiaus were much 
addicted to The Gay Science, That is, to Poetry, Ficti- 
ons, and Fables. This Science, which remain'd in its 
primitive Roughneſs among Them, tho' reform'd and 
poliſh'd by the Greeks, was carry'd together with their 
Arms into Africk, when they made a Conqueſt of that 
Country, tho' it was no Stranger there before; for Ari- 
ſtotle, and Priſcian from him, make mention of the Li- 
byan Fables; and the Romances written by Apuleius and 
Martiauus Capella, before-mention'd, who were both 
Africans, are Inſtances of the Genius of that People. 
This fortify'd the Victorious Arabs in their natural Diſpo- 
ſition to that Science; and accordingly we read in Leo Afri- 
canus, and Marmol, That the Arabian Africans are 
ſtill paſſionately fond of Romantick Poetry, That they 
ſing and celebrate both in Proſe and Verſe the Exploits 
of their Buhalul, in the lame manner as Thoſe of Ri- 
naldo and Roland are celebrated among us; That their 
Morabites write Love Songs: That on Mahomet's Birth- 
Day the Poets have their Aſſemblies, and publick Sports 
in Fez, where they recite their Verſes to the People, 
who are to judge which of them perform'd the beſt, 
and declare him Prince of the Poets for the enſuing 
Year; that the Kings of the Houſe of the Benimerines, 
who rul'd there about Three Hundred Years ago, and - 
whoſe Houſe was called That of Bellen:arine by our an- 

tient Authors, once a Year aſſembled all the moſt lear- 

ned Men of Fez, and entertain'd them at a ſplendid 


Feaſt; which when ended, the Poets recited Verſes in 


Honour 
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Honour of Mahomet; that the King preſented him, who 
pertorm'd the beſt, with a Sum of Mony, a Horſe, a 
female Slave, and with the Cloaths he had worn that 
Day, and that none of the reſt were ſuffer d to depart 
without a Recompence. The Spaniards having, in 
courſe of Time, receiv'd the Sabian Yoke, receiv'd 
likewiſe from them their Cuſtoms, and learnt, in Imi- 
tation of them, to ſing Love Verſes, and to celebrate 
the Actions of great Men, after the manner of the 
Bards in Gaul; but theſe Songs, which they call'd Ro- 
MANCEs, were very different from our Modern Ro- 
mances; they were compos d on purpoſe to be 
ſung, and were conſequently very ſhort. There has 
been a Collection made of ſeveral of them, ſome of 
which are ſo very Antient that they are hardly intelligi- 
ble. Some of them have ſerv'd to clear up the Spaniſh 
Hiſtory, and reduce Events to a Chronological Series. 
Their Romances, properly ſo call d, are of a much later 
Date; the eldeſt of them are Poſterior to our Triſtans 
and Lancelots, by ſeveral Hundred Years. Michael de 
Cervantes, one of the fineſt Wits that that Nation 
ever produced, has made an excellent judicious Critick 
upon them in his Dow Quixot, wherein the Curat and 
Maſter Nicholas the Barber have much ado to find Six 
among them all, that deſerve to be ſaved; the reſt are 
deliver d over to the ſecular Arm of the Chamber-Maid, 
to be committed to the Flames. Thoſe which were 
thought worthy to be preſery'd, are the four Books of 
Amadis de Gaul, which they pronounce to be the firſt Ro- 
MANCE of Chivalry that was ever printed in Spain, 
the Model of the reſt, and the beſt of them all; Pal- 
merin of England, ſuppos d to have been written by a 
King of Portugal, and thought worthy of a Box, like 
that of Darius, wherein Alexander kept the Works of Ho- 
mer; Don Belianis, the Miror of Chivalry ; Tirante 
the White, and Kyrie Eleiſon of Montauban (for there 
were ſuch learned Times wherein Kyrie Eleiſon, and 
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Paralipomenon, were taken for ſome Saints Names; 
t wherein the Subtleties of Madam Pleaſure-of-my-Life, 
; and the Cheats of the Widow Repoſada, are highly com- 
1 mended. But Theſe are all of Yeſterday, when com- 
par d with our old Romances, from which they were 
in all likelihood modell'd, as may be preſum'd from the 
Conformity of the Works, and the Neighbourhood of 
the Nations. He likewiſe Cenſures Romances written 
in Verſe, and ſome other Pieces of Poetry found in Don 
Quixots Study; but that is nothing to the preſent 
Purpoſe, 
l; Ir it be objected to Me, that as we have learnt from 
| | the Arabs the Art of Rhyming, it is more than proba- | 
Y ble that we have in like manner receiv'd from the fame 
Hands the Science of Ramance, foraſmuch as moſt |: 
of our old Romances. were in Rhyme, and that the 
Cuſtom among the French Lords to give their Cloaths to 
the beſt Verſifiers, and which Marmol faith was practi- 
ſed by the Kings of Fez, ſeems to juſtify that Aſſer- 
tion; I muſt confeſs, in anſwer to it, that it is not 
impoſſible but that when the French borrow'd their 
Rhyme from the Arabs, they at the fame time learnt 
from them the Cuſtom of uſing it in Romance. I 
will allow farther, that the Taſte we had before for Fa- 
ble might be augmented, and our Science in Romance 
improv'd, from the Intercourſe our Vicinity to Spain, 
and the Wars with that Nation have introduc'd between 
Us and the Spaniards ; but I do not agree that we owe 
to them originally this Inclination; ſince we were poſ- 
ſeſt with it long before it was obſerv'd in Spam. Nor 
do I believe that our Princes, receiv d from the Arabian 
Kings the Cuſtom of ſtripping themſelves in favour of 
the Verſifiers. I rather think that both the one and the 
0 other, touch'd with the Excellency of the Piece recited | 
1 to them, were impatient to expreſs their Sentiments in | 
' 


3 their Liberality, and having nothing fo near at Hand as 


we 


| their Garments, they of neceſſity made uſe of them, as 
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we read that ſome Saints have done in Compaſſion to 
the naked Poor ; and that what frequently happen'd, 
tho' accidentally in France, was perform'd once a Year 
in Fez, of courſe, founded upon a Cuſtom, which 


bably too might at firſt have been introduced by 
Chance. 

Ir is very likely that the Iralians were firſt induced 8 
to write Romances from the Example of the Provenci- b 
als, whilſt the Popes reſided at Auignon; as likewiſe 1 
from the Example of other Frenchmen, firſt, when the 
J Normands, and afterwards when Charles, Earl of Anjou, 

Brother of St. Lewis, a virtuous Prince, a Lover of Poe- 
try, and himſelf a Poet, carry dd on the War in rah. 
For the Nor mans, as well as the reſt, were Dabblers in 
The Gay Science; and we learn from Hiſtory that they 
ſung the Exploits of Roland juſt before they began that 
memorable Battle wherein Milliam the Baſtard got the 
Crown of England. All Europe was, at that time, in- 
\ | voly'd in a Cloud of impenetrable Ignorance; tho” that 
0 
| 
| 


. 
— — 


Ignorance prevail d leſs in France, England, and Germany 
than in 1zaly, which, in thoſe Days, produced a very 
ſmall number of Authors, and hardly one Writer of 
|: RoMANCE. Thoſe of that Country, who were de- 
l ſirous to diſtinguiſh themſelves with ſome Tincture of 
| Knowledge, came for that purpoſe to Study in the Univer- 
i ſity of Paris, the Mother of Sciences, and Nurſe of 
4 the Learned. St. Thomas Aguinas, St. Bonaventure, the 
| | | Poct Dantes, and Boccace, were Students there; and the 
4 Preſident Fanchet has prov'd, That Boccace has taken 
| — moſt of his Novels out of our French RoMaAaNnces; 
and that Petrarch, and the other Italian Poets, have 
ſtol'n their moſt beautiful Paſſages out of the Songs of 
Thiband, King of Navarre, from Gaces Bruſſez, from 
the Chatelain de Coucy, and the old French Romancers. 
It was therefore, according to my Opinion, during this 
Intercourſe between the two Nations, that the Italians 41 
learnt from Us the Sience of Romancs, which they | 
owe to Us, as well as That of Rhyming. IN 
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Is this manner did Span and Iraly receive from Us 
an Art, Which was the effect of our Ignorance, and 
Unpoliteneſs; but the Fruit of Politeneſs in the Perfans, 
Greeks, and Ionians. In a word, as Neceſſity compels 
us; for the Preſervation of our Lives, to feed upon 
Herbs and Roots, for want of Bread, in like manner, 
when the knowledge of Truth, which is the proper 
and natural Food of the Mind, is wanting, we ſu 
it with Fiction, which is in Imitation of Truth. And 
as in the midſt of Plenty, to regale our Taſte, we ſome- 
times quit our Bread, and uſual Food, for the fake of 
Ragolits; ſo when the Mind is poſſeſt of the Truth, 
it often quits the Study and Speculation of it, to divert 
itſelf in the Image of Truth, which is Falſehood. For 
the Image, and Imitation, are, according to Ariftorle, 
ſometimes more agreeable than Truth itſelf, Inſomuch, 
that two Roads, directly contrary, that is Ipnorance, 
ard Erudition, Politeneſs, and Barbarity, often conduct 
Men to one and the fame End, the Study of Fictions, 
Fables, and Romances. From hence it is that the Na- 
tions that are the moſt barbarous, delight in Romantick 
Inventions, as thoſe that are oppoſite love ſuch as are 
moſt polite. The Accounts of the Originals of all the 
Savage Nations in America, and paxticularly Thoſe of 
Peru, are ſtufft with Fables, as are thoſe of the Gotlu, 
which they inſcrib d heretofore in their antient unique 
Characters, upon large Stones, of which 1 have ſeen 
ſome Fragments in Denmark; and if we had any thing 
remaining of the Writings compos'd by the Bards in 
Gaul to eterniſe the Memory of their Nation, I do 
not queſtion but we ſhould find them embelliſh'd with 
a multitude of Fictions. & 

THrs Inclination to Fables, which is common to 
all Men, is not the effect of Reaſoning, nor does it 
ariſe from Imitation, or Cuſtom; it is natural to them, 7; 

1 and is rivetted in the very Frame and Diſpoſition of the | 
\ Soul, For the deſire to learn, and to know, is peculiar 
| : to 
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to Man, by which he is as much diſtinguiſh'd from 
other Creatures, as by his Reaſon. Nay, the Sparks of 
an imperfect rough-hewn Reaſon are obſervable in 
ſome Animals, but the deſire of Knowledge is found no 
where but in Man, And this is, according to my Opi- 
nion, becauſe the Faculties of our Mind are of too 
great an Extent, and of a Capacity too large to be fill'd 
and fatisfied with preſent Objects, for which Reaſon 
ſhe ſearcheth into what is paſt, and ta come, into 
Truth and Falſchood, into imaginary Spaces and even 
Impoſſibilities, to find out wherewithal to exerciſe and 
ſatisfie thoſe Faculties. Brutes find in the Objects pre- 
ſented to their Senſes ſufficient to anſwer the Powers of 
their Mind, and go no farther; inſomuch that we ne- 
ver obſerye in them that impatient Thirſt, which inceſ- 
ſantly incites the Mind of Man to ſearch after new Diſ- 
coveries, and proportion, if it be poſſible, the Object to 


the Faculty, and taſte therein a Pleaſure equal to That 


one finds in appeaſing a violent Hunger, or in drinking 
after having been long under an impatient Thirſt, This 
is what Plato wou'd repreſent to us in the Fable of the 
Marriage of Porus and Penia, that is of Riches and Po- 
verty, whoſe Off-ipring, he ſaith, is Pleaſure, The 
Object is denoted by Riches, which are not Riches 
but when they are uſed, without which remain 
unfruitful, and will never occaſion the Birth of Pleaſure. 
The Faculty is expreſt by Poverty, and which is barren, 
and conſtantly attended with Inquietude whilſt debar'd 
from Riches ; but upon their being join'd, Pleaſure be- 
comes the Fruit of that Union. This exactly ſquares 
with the Diſpoſition of our Mind. Poverty, that is 
Ignorance, is natural to it, and is continually breathing 
after Knowledge, which is Riches, and when poſſeſt of 
it, that Poſſeſſion is attended with Pleaſure ; But this 
Pleaſure is not always alike; it ſometimes coſts us a 
great deal of Labour and Pains; as when the Mind ap- 


_ Plies itſelf to difficult Speculations, and obſtruce Sciences, 


whereof 


the Original of Romances. xlv 


whereof the Subje& Matter is not preſent or obvious to 
our Senſes, and where the Imagination, which works with 
eaſe, is leſs concern'd and engaged than the Underſtand- 
ing, whoſe Operations are very laborious. And foraſ- 
much as we are naturally ſhock'd at the Proſpect of 
Labour, the Mind never engages in thoſe knotty Diſ- 
quiſitions, but from the Proſpect of Reward, or in the 
Hope of ſome remote ure, or gut of Neceſſity. 
| But thoſe Diſcoveries which engage and poſſeſs it the 
moſt effectually, are ſuch as are obtain'd with the leaſt 
3 Labour, wherein the Imagination has the greateſt ſhare, 
and where the Subject is ſuch as is obvious to our Sen- 
ſes; but more-eſpecially if thoſe Diſcoveries excite our 
Paſſions, which give the main Biaſs and Motion to all 
the Actions of our Life, And of this ſort are Ro- 
MANCES; Which are to be comprehended without 
any great Labour of the Mind, or the Exerciſe of our 
rational Faculty; and where a ſtrong Fancy will ſerve 
the Turn, with little or no burthen to the Memory. 
They do not raiſe our Paſſions, but to allay them; nor 
do they excite in us either Fear or Pity, but that we 
may have the Pleaſure at leaſt of ſeeing thoſe eſcape out 
of the imaginary. Danger or Diſtreſs Wberein they at 
firſt had repreſented; them. Love is notrais'd:in us, but 
to the end We may ſee Thoſe happy who are the Ob- 
| jects of it; nor is our Hatred moved, but to give Us 
the fatisfaction of ſeeing Thoſe miſcrable, againſt whom 
it was excited, In ſhort, all our Paſſions are there agree- 
N ably rais d, and laid. Hence it is; that; they who are 
govern d more by Paſſion than Reaſon, and act more | 
1 with their Imagination than Underſtanding, have a more 1 
| ſenſible Pleafure in Rom ances; not but that the Other = | 
J find a Pleaſure in them too, but not after the ame man- 
ner, Theſe are taken with the Beauties of the Art, and 
with thoſe Parts wherein the Underſtanding was moſt 
concernd; but Thoſe, that is Children and Ignorants, 
ae only touch d with what ſtrikes the Imagination, "e 
ITY wor 
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works upon their Pa ſſons. They are in love with the 
Fictions purely as ſuch, and carry their Thoughts no 
farther. Now Fictions being Narrations, that are true 
in Appearance, but falſe in Effect, the Simple, who look 
no farther than the Out- ſide, and content themſelves with 
this Appearance of Truth, reſt themſelves there; but they 
vrho have a deeper Penetration, and look into the Bottom, 
are apt to diſreliſn that which has only the Appearance of 
Truth. So that, in ſhort, the Firſt love the Fiction for the ſake 
of the Appearance of Truth, under which it is difguis'd ; 
but the Later are diſguſted at this imaginary Truth, by 
Reaſon of the real Fal ſity that is conceal'd under it; if that 
Falſity is not at the ſume time Ingenious, Allegorical, and 
Inſtructive, and ſupported by the Excellency of Art and 
Invention. St. Auſtin faith ſomewhere, 'That * thoſe 
© Falſities, which are ſignificative, and contain in them 
4 4 hidden Senſe, are not properly Lies, but figurative 
« Truths, made uſe of by Men renown'd for their 
a Wiſdom and ny and even by our Saviour hin- 
Sine therefore it is moſt certain that Ignorance is 
the inexhauſtible Fund of Falſehoods, and that the Inun- 
dation of the Barbarians, who iſſuing from the Norzh, 
over-ran all Europe, and funk it into fuch an Abyſs. ot 
Ignorance, as that it was not able to recover itſelf out 
of it till about Two Hundred Years ſince, is it not highly 
probable that the ſame Cauſe produced the ſame Effect here 
that it has at all Times done in other Places ? And is it 
not therefore in vain to endeavour to prove that to be 


accidental, which is manifeſtly natural? So that we are 


not to doubt but that the French, German, and Engliſh 
RoMANCES, With all the Fables of the North, are of 
the Country's Growth, born upon the Place, and not 
tranſplanted thither, having no other Beginning but in 
Hiſtories ſtufft with Falſchoods, and written in thoſe 
Times of Ignorance and Obſcurity, when Men had 


neither Induſtry nor Curioſity enough to diſcover v4 
Trut 3 
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Truth, nor judgment to write it when diſcover'd; that 
choſe Hiſtories patchd up with Truth and Falſeh 
having been- well receiv'd by the rude unpoliſh'd People, 
the Writers were encouraged from thence to publiſh 
fome that were all Fiction, and Thoſe are Ro- 
MAM CES. It is even the common Opinion, that Hi - 
tory heretofore went by the Name of Romance, 
which Word was afterwards apply d to Pictions; which 
is an invincible Argument, that the One aroſe out of 
the Other: Romani, ſaith Pigna, ſtcundo la commune 
Opinione in Franceſe detti erano gli annali; & percio le 
guerre di parte in parte notate ſotto queſio nome mſcivano. 
Poſtia alcuni dallu verita partendoſs, quautumque fuvoleg- 
giaſſero, a ahẽ,ỹ,ỹt)hiamarono li ſeritvi loro. Ro- 
« MANCEs, according to the common Opinion in 
« Fyauce, were their Annals, and for that Reaſon the 
« Hiſtories of their reſpective Wars were publifh'd under 
that Title likewiſe; whereupon others, in time, gave 
« theis Writings the ſame Name, how fabulous foever 
* they were; and foreign to Truth.” Serabo, in aPaſ- 
ſage I have already cited, faith the Hiſtories of the Per- 
frans, Medes, and Syrians, ate not to be rely'd upon, be- 
cauſe the Compilers of them obſerving what high Re- 
putation the Fabuliſts were in, endeavour'd to advance 
themſelves likewiſe in the Eſteem of the People, by 
giving Fables the Air of Hiſtories, that is, by writing 
Romances. From whence we may conclude, that 
the word Ro Ax E, according to all Appearance, 
had the ſame Origine with Us, as it had heretofore a- 
mong thoſe Nations. | 

Bur to return to the Verſifiers of Provence, who in 
France were the Princes of Romance; towards the 
end of the Tenth Century, their Profeſſion became ſo 
much in Vogue, that all the Provinces in France, as has 
been already faid, had in time their Verſifiers too. This 
produc d in the Eleventh Century, and in Thoſe that 
ſucceeded, an infinite Number of Romances, both 

in 
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in Proſe and Verſe, many of which have, in ſpite of 
Time, been continued down to Us. Of this Number 
were Garin le Loheran, Triſtan, Lancelot du Luc, deBertain, 
St. Greal, Merlin, Arthur, Perceval, Percefortt, and 
moſt of the Hundred Twenty Seyen Poets who liv'd 


before the Year 1300, and upon whom the Preſident 


Faxchet has written an Examen. I ſhall not take upon 
Me to give You a Catalogue of their Names, or exa- 
min if the Amadis's de Gaul are originally of Spaniſh, 
French, or Flemiſh Extraction; if the Romance of 
Tiel Vieſpiegle be a Tranſlation. from the High- Durch; in 

What Language the Romance of the Seven wiſe Men 
of Rome was firſt written, and That of Dolopathos, 


which is ſaid to have been taken out of Sandaber the 


Indian's Parables, and to be found in Greek in ſome Li- 
braries'; that it firſt furniſh'd the Subject of an Italian 
Piece, called Eraſtus, and of ſeveral of Boccace's Novels, 
as the. fame Fauchet has obſerv d; that it was written: 
in Latin by Jolm a Monk in the Abby ot Haureſelve, 
of which ſome old Copies are till remaining, and tranſ- 


lated into French by Hubert the Clerk towards the end 


of the Twelfth Century, and into Hig , Dureh about 
Three Hundred Years after; One Hundred Years after 
which it was again Tranſlated out of High-Dutch into- 
Latin, by a learned Hand, who knew not that it had 
been originally Tranſlated out of, Latin into Dutch, but 
changed the Names of the Perſons repreſented in it. It 


will be ſufficient to tell You, that all theſe Writings be- 


ing the Fruits of Ignorance; carry'd in them the Marks 
of their Original, and were no other than a heap of Fi- 


ctions - bunglingly ſtitchd one to another, and infi- 


nitely beneath that Sovereign Degree of Art and Elegance 
to which our Nation has ſince rais d the Romance. 
We muſt confeſs it is a matter of Wonder that at the 
Ame time that we have yielded to our Neighbours the 
Prize of Epick Poetry, and Hiſtory, we ſhould attainto 
ſuch a Perfection in This, as that their moſt finiſh'd 

Romances 
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Romances come far ſhort of the worſt of Ours. Iam 
of Opinion, that This is owing to the Politeneſs of our 
Galantry, and the great Liberty in vhich the Men live 
with the Women in France. They are perfe& Reclu- 
ſes in Spain and Italy, and debarr'd from the Men under 
ſo many Obſtacles, that one rarely ſees, and ſeldom 
or never ſpeaks to them. So that they never ſtudy the 
Art of agreeable Courtſhip, becauſe the Opportunities 
of putting it in Practice are ſo rare. All their Study lies 
in ſurmounting the Difficulties that lie in their way to 
come at them ; when That is done they make the beſt 
of their Time, without ſtanding upon Ceremony. But 
in France, where the Ladies are left more at Liberty, 
and have no other Guards upon them but their own Ho- 
| nour, they are more impregnably ſecured within the 
. Bounds of That, than they can be under all the Locks, 
ö within all the Grates, and under the Care of the moſt 
vigikant Duennas in Spain. This obliges the Men with 
us to beſiege in Form that formidable Intrenchment, and 
to employ ſo much Pains and Addreſs to reduce it, that 
Courtſhip is become an Art in France almoſt unknown ” 
in other Nations. It is this Art which diſtinguiſhes the 
French Romances from others, and has render'd the 
reading of them ſo bewitching, that it has introduce d 
among us a Negle& of more uſeful Studies. The La- 
dies were the firſt that were taken with theſe Alure- 
ments; they have made Romances their entire Study, 
and have ſo far deſpiſed That of the antient Fable, and 
of Hiſtory, that they have quite laid afide thoſe Works, 
which heretofore furniſh'd them with their greateſt Or- 
namente. And to prevent bluſhing at that Ignorance, | 
which they have ſuch frequent Occaſions of diſcoverin 
in Themſelves, they have found it more to their Purpois 
to ſeem to deſpiſe what they do not know, than to be 
at the Pains to lean it. The Men out of Complaiſance 
have follow'd their Example. What the Ladies condemn 
they condemn likewiſe, and call That Pedantry, which 
even 
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even in Malherbe's time was thought eſſential ro Polite- 
neſs, The ſucceeding Poets, and other our French 
Writers, have been obliged to ſubmit to this Award; and 
many of them obſerving that the Knowledge of Anti- 
quity was of no Benefit to them, forbore ſtudying That, 
which they durſt not put in Practice. Thus a good 
Cauſe has produced a very miſchievous Effect, and the 
Beauty of our Romances has occaſion d a Contempt of 
Learning, of which Ignorance has been the unavoidable 
uence. | 

I do not for this Reaſon condemn the reading of them. 
The beſt Things in the World are never without ſome 
Inconveniencies, and even Romances may be of worſe 
Conſequence than Ignorance. I know what is common- 
ly objected to them; they deaden our Devotion, they 
inſpire us with irregular Paſſions, and corrupt our Man- 
ners. This may happen, and without doubt does hap- 
pen ſometimes. But what may not be perverted by a 
vicious Inclination? weak Minds are oontagious to them- 
ſelves, and turn every Thing into Poiſon. Upon that Ac- 
count, the reading of Hiſtory ought to be forbidden, be- 


cCauſe it affords ſo many pernicious Examples; and My- 


thology laid aſide, where Tranſgreſſions are warranted 
from the Practice of the Gods themſelves. A Marble 
Statue, which was the Obje& of publick Devotion a- 
mong the Heathens, incited a cerrain young Man to Bru- 
tality and Deſpair. Cherea in Terence juſtifies himſelf in 
the Proſecution of a criminal Deſign from a Painting of 
Jupiter, which perhaps was rever d by all other Specta- 
tors. Small Regard was had tothe Sobriety of Manners 
in the generality of the Greek, and old French Roman- 
ces, and that thro' the Corruption of the Times where- 
in they were written. Even Aſtrea, and ſome other 
Romances that ſucceeded, are in a Degree licentious ; 
but the Romances of this Age, I ſpeak of the good 
Ones, are ſo free from that Imputation, that there is not 
in them a ſingle Word or Expreſſion offenſive to a chaſt 

| Ear, 


of our Nation, ſhe was willing to ſpare our Sex the ſhame 


/ 
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Ear, or an Action diſtaſtful to a modeſt Mind. If it is 
objected, that Love is therein treated after. a manner ſo 
refin'd, and inſinuating, that the Bait of that dangerous 
Paſſion is too eaſily \wallow'd by unguarded Minds, I an- 
ſwer, that it is ſo far from being dangerous, that it is in 
ſome ſort neceſſary for young Perſons to be acquainted 
with that Paſſion, that they may be-able to ſhut their 
Ears. againſt it when it is criminal, and know how. to 
conduct | themſelves in it when it is innocent, and ho- 
nourable. This is evident from Experience, which ſhews 
us that They who are the leaſt read in Love are moſt 
open to it, and that the moſt Tgnorant are the greateſt 
Cullies. Let us add to This, that nothing quickens the 
Mind ſo much, or conduces more to the forming and finiſh- 
ing of it, than good Romances. They are ſilent Inſtructors, 
that take us up vvhere the College left us, teaching us to 
ſpeak and live after a Method more edifying and perſuaſive, 
thanwhat is practiſed there, to whom Horace s Compliment 
upon the Iliad may juſtly be apply d., <© That Morality is 
more effectually Taught by them than by the Precepts 
«« of the moſt able Philaſophers. 

Monsieur dUrfe was the firſt-who retriev'd them 
from Barbarity, and brought them under a Regulation in 
his incomparable Afrea, a Piece the moſt Ingenious and 
Polite of any of that Kind that had appear'd, and which 


eclips d the Glory Greece, Italy and Spain had acquir'd be- 


tore, However, This did not diſcourage others who 
follow'd from entring into the ſame Liſts, or {o far en- 
groſſed the Eſteem of the Publick, as to leave none for ſo 
many beautiful Romances as have appear d in France ſince 
his Time. We cannot behold without Admiration Thoſe 
a Lady, as illuſtrious for her Modeſty as her Merit, has pub- 
liſh'd under a borrow d Name, thereby generouſly depri- 
ving herſelf of a Reputation ſo juſtly her due, and ſeeking no 
other Recompence but what-flowd from her own Virtue 
as it whilſt ſhe was labouring ſo induſtriouſly for the Glory 


of 


. 
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of it. But Time has done her that Juſtice which ſhe de- 
ny d herſelf, and it is now no longer a Secret that the Ha- 
ſtrious Baſſa, the grand Cyrus and Clelia, are the Per forman- 
ces of Mademoiſelle de Scuderi; fo that the Art of writing 
Romances, which can juſtify itſelf againſt Cenſure, not on- 
ly from the Commendations given it by the Patriarch Phori- 
us, but from the Examples of Thoſe-who have dealt in it, 
may at laſt receive a Sanction from Her; and after having 
been cultivated byPhiloſophers, as Apuleius and Athenagoras, 
by a Roman Pretor, as Siſenna, by a Conſul, as Perronius, by 
a Pretender to the Empire, as Claudius. Albmus, by a Prieſt, as 
Theodorus Prodromus, by Biſhops, as Heliadorus and Achilles 
Tatins, by a Pope, as Pius II, who wrote the Amours of 
Euryalus and Lucrece, and by a Saint, as St. ohn of Da- 
maſcus; it is at length arriv d tothe higheſt pitch of Glory, 
by being profeſt by a grave and virtuous Virgin. As for Vou, 
Sir, ſince it is true, as I have made appear, and as Plutarch aſ- 
ſures us, that there is noCharm can captivate theSoul of Man 
ſo eſſectually as the Contexture of a Fable well invented and 
related, what Succeſs may You not promiſe to your ſelf 
from Zayde, wherein the Adventures are ſ@ new, and 
moving, and the Narration ſo juſt and polite. I could 
wiſh, from the Concern I have for the Glory of that 
eat Monarch Heaven has placed over us, that we had 
a Hiſtory of his illuſtrious Reign, written in a Style as 
Noble, and with the fame Accuracy. and Judgment. 
The Virtues which conduct his great Actions are ſo He- 
reick, and that Fortune which accompanies them is 
ſo Surpriſing, that Poſterity may doubt whether it be a 
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HE Natives of Spain, who, upon 

S the Irruption of the Moors, fled 
into the Auſturias, having founded 
the Kingdom of Leon, and thoſe 
who retir'd to the Pyrences that of 
Navarre, the Earldoms of Barce- 
lona and Arragon being alſo erected, the Domi- 
nion of the Infidels began at length to be ſhaken 
off; and in a hundred and fifty Years after their 
Entrance, the greater Part of Spain was deli- 
ver'd from their Tyranny. 

AM ONG all the Chriſtian Princes then reign- 
ing, none was ſo confiderable as Alphonſo, King 
of. Leon, Sirnam'd the Great, whoſe Prede- 
ceſſors had added Caſtile to their Crown. This 
Province was at firſt commanded by Gover- 
nors, who in Length of Time had render'd their 
Government Hereditary; and it was apprehend- 
ed they deſign'd to erect themſelves into Sove- 

Vor. I. B 2 reign 


| | reign Princes. They were ſtyl'd Counts of Ca- 
file; the moſt powerful of them were Diego Por- 
cellos, and Nugnez, Feruaudo; of whom the laſt 
was formidable for his large Eſtate, and the Great- 
neſs of his Spirit. His Children alſo contributed 
to eſtabliſh his Intereſt, and to increafe it. He 
had one Son, and an only Daughter of extra- 
dinary Beauty: His Son, who was call'd Gon- 
ſaluo, had none who cou'd in the leaſt be com- 
par'd with him in the whole Kingdom; and 
there was ſomething ſo admirable in his Wit 
and Perſon, that he ſeem'd to be form'd in a 
Manner different from the reſt of Men. 

BEING oblig'd by important Reaſons to 
withdraw from the Court of Leon, the inex- 
reſſible ill Uſage he had ſuſtain'd there, made 
bim reſolve alſo to leave his Country, and 
hide himſelf in ſome obſcure Retreat. With 
this Intention he went to the Coaſt of Ca- 
zalonia, in order to embark on the firſt Veſſel 
which ſail'd to one of the Iſlands of Greece. 
The little Notice he took of any thing as he 
paſs'd, made him 8 fall into other 
oads than what had been directed him; and 
inſtead of eroſſing the Eber at Tortaſa, as he 
had been inſtructed to do, he kept on by the Side 
of it as far as the Mouth of the River. He per- 
ceiv'd then he had gone out of his Way very 
much, and enquiring after a Boat was anſwer'd, 
there were no Boats to be had at that Place; 
but there was a ſmall Harbour juſt by, where 
he might find ſome co carry him to Tarragoua. 
He rode on to the Harbour, and alighting ask'd 
ſome Fiſhermen, if there wereany Sloops ready 

to put off. | 


Rs 


As he ſpoke to them, a Man who was 
walking penſively on the Shore, ſurpriz'd at 
his Beauty and graceful Air, ſtopp'd to ob- 
ſerve him; and having underſtood what it was 
he enquir'd of the Fiſhermen, call'd out and 
told him the Bots were all faild, and wou'd 
not return till To-morrow, and that he cou'd 
not embark till the Day after. Gonſalvo, who: 


had not diſcern'd him before, turn'd his Head 


to ſee whence the Voice came, which he 
thought was very unlike that of a Fiſherman's, 
and was aſtoniſh'd at the fine Mein of this Un- 
known, as the other had been at his. He per- 
cciv'd a certain Greatneſs, and even Beauty in - 
his AfpeR, tho? he had evidently paſs'd his Prime. 
Gonſalvo was ſearcely in a Condition to liſten to 
any thing but his own Thoughts; yet the meet» 
ing this Stranger in ſo Solitary a Place, drew. 
from him ſome Attention; he thank'd him for- 
informing him in what he deſir'd to know, and 
then ask'd the Fiſhermen where he might get 
Lodging for the Night. Here are only theſe 
Hatts which you ſee, reply'd the Stranger, 
and you can have no Conveniencies there. [ 
ſhall go thither, however, anſwer'd Gonſalvo 
and try to get ſome Repoſe ; I have travell'd 
ſeveral Days without taking Reſt, and am very 
ſenſible my Body ſtands in need of more than 
my Mind is willing to allow it. The other 
Was touch'd with the ſorrowful Manner in 
which he utter'd theſe few Words; and made 
no Queſtion but he who ſpoke them was ſome 
unfortunate Perſon. The Conformity which 
ſeem' d to be between both their Conditions, 
gave him that fort of Inclination to Goxſalvo, . 
Which we have towards thoſe whoſe Diſpoſi- 
B 3 tions 
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tions and Circumſtances we believe are the ſame 
as Our OWN. : 

You will find no Entertainment fit for you 
there, ſaid the Stranger again; but if you will 
accept the Lodging I can ſupply you with, be- 
hind that Wood, you will bebetter accommo- 
dated than in theſe Hutts. Gonſalvo had ſuch 
an Averſion for the Society of Men, that at firſt 
he refus*d the Offer; but the preſſing Intreaties 
of the other, and his Want of Repoſe, con- 
{train'd him at laſt to comply. * 

HE follow'd his unknown Hoſte, and had 
not gone far before he diſcover'd a very low 
Houle, built after a plain Model, yet handſome 
and regular. The Court-Yard was fenc'd only 
with Pales, as well as the Garden, which was 
parted from the Wood by a ſmall Rivulet? If 


it had been poſſible for Gonſalvo to take Com- 


fort in any thing, the agreeable Situation of this 
Dwelling wou'd have given him Pleaſure. He 
ask'd the Stranger if this was his common Ha- 
bitation, and whether he was led to it by Ac- 
cident or Choice. It is now, anſwer'd he, four or 
five Years that I haveliv'd here. I nevergoout, 
unleſs to take a Walk by the Sea- ſide, and in all 
this time I can aſſure you, I have not found one 
whom I cou'd converſe with, beſide your ſelf. 
The Storms indeed often ſplit Veſſels upon this 
Coaſt, which is very dangerous; and I have ſav'd 
the Lives of ſeveral, whom I have carry'd home 
to my Dwelling ; but all whom Fortune has hi- 
therto brought in my way, have been Foreigners, 
with whom I cou'd have no Converſation, if I 
had defir'd it. For tho” by the Place of my A- 


bode you may think I am very far from affect- 


ing Company, yet I proteſt the Sight of ſuch 
A 


* 


a Perſon as your ſelf gives me a wonderful 
Delight. * poet 
Fork my part, ſaid Goxſalvo, I ſhun all Man- 
kind; and have ſo much Reaſon to ſhun them, 
that if you knew it, you wou'd not wonder it 
was with ſuch Difficulty I accepted your Invita- 
tion; on the contrary, you will think, after the 
Injuries I have receiv'd from them, I ought to 
renounce all Society for ever. If you can 
complain only of other Men, anſwer'd the 
Stranger, and have no Reaſon to reproach your 
ſelf, there are ſome who are more unhappy 
than you, and you are leſs miſerable than you 
imagine The Perfection of Misfortune, con- 
tinu'd he paſſionately, is for a Man to have 


Cauſe to complain of himſelf; to have been un- 


reaſonable and unjuſt; and in a Word, to have 
been himſelf the Author of thoſe Calamities 
under which he ſuffers. I am ſenſible, reply'd 
Gonſalvo, you feel the Evils of which you ſpeak; 
but how different are they which a Man feels, 
when, without having deſerv'd it, he is deceiv'd, 
betray'd, and forſaken by all he moſt dearly 
lov'd? As far as I can judge, ſaid the Stranger, 
you have left your Country, to fly from ſome 
who have betray'd you, and who are the Cauſe 
of your Miſeries ; but imagine what you wou'd 
endure, if you were conſtrain'd to be continu- 
ally with thoſe Perſons who are the Plague and 
Torment of your Life. Conſider this is my 
Condition; that I have procur'd all my own 
Afflictions, and can never be ſeparated from 
Him, for whom I have ſo much Horror; and 
ſo deſervedly, not only on Account of what 
I ſuffer, but for what She ſuffers whom I loy'd 


beyond my Life. It wou'd be well $pough 
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with me, ery'd Goxſalvo, if J cou'd blame no 
body more than my ſelf : you think you are 
unhappy, becauſe you have reaſon to hate your 
ſelf; but if you have been fiucerely lov'd by 
her whom you admir'd; is not that ſufficient to 
make you happy? Perhaps you loſt her thro? 
your own Fault; but you have at leaft the 
Conſolation of refie&ing that ſhe once lov'd 
you, and that ſhe wou'd ſtill have lov'd 
ou, if you had. done nothing to diſoblige her: 
ou never truly knew. what it is to Love, if 
this Thought alone does not prevent your being 
miſerable; and you love your ſelf much better 
than your Miſtreſs, if you wou'd chuſeto have 
Occaſion to complain of her, rather than your 
ſelf. The little Share you had in cauſing your 
own Diſtreſſes, anſwer'd the Stranger, makes. 
pou not comptehend what an Aggravation 
wou'd be, to have drawn. them upon 
your ſelf; but let my ſad Experience convince 
you, that to loſe, thro' one's own Fault, Her 
whom one loves, is an Affliction which pierces 
er than any. 

As he ended theſe Words, they arriv'd at 
the Houſe, which Gonſalvo found was as neat 
within as without. He was very reſtleſs all the 
Night; and in the Morning a Fever broke out; 
and came on ſo violently, that they were in 
Pain for his Life. The Stranger was extremely 

ricv'd, and his Concern was encreas'd by the 

dmiration which he conceiv'd from all Gon- 


ſalvo's Words and Actions. He had an inex- 


preſſible Deſire to know who he was who ap- 
ear'd to be ſo extraordinary a Perſon ; he put 
everal Queſtions to his Servant, but the Igno- 
rance he was in as to Conſalvo's Name and 
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uality, made him incapable of fatisfying 
92 Curofity. He only told him, his Maſter 
made himſelf be call'd Theodoric, but he did 
not believe that was his true Name. Aftet 
the Fever had continued ſeveral Days, Medi- 
cines and the Vigour of Youth put Gonſalvo 
out of Danger. The Stranger endeavour'd all 
he cou'd to divert him from melancholic Ima- 
ginations, with which he faw he was over- 
Whelm'd, and never ſtirr'd from him; and tho? 
they talk'd only of indifferent Matters, becauſe 
they were mutually unknown, yet they ſurpris'd 
one another with the Dignity of both their Minds. 

TE Stranger had conceal'd his Name and 
Birth ever ſince he had been in that Solitude; 
but confeſs'd them freely to Gonſalvo. He told 
him, he was of the Kingdom of Navarre, and 
was call'd Alphonſo Ximenes, and that his Miſ- 
fortunes had oblig'd him to ſeek out a Retrear, 
Where he might be at Liberty to lament his 
Loſs. Gonſalvo was ſtruck at the Name of 
Ximenes, who he knew was one of the moſt 
celebrated Perſons in Navarre; and the Confi- 
dence Alphonſo had repos'd in Him ſo affected him, 
that whatever Reaſon he had to hate Mankind, 
hecou'd not helpconceiving a Friendſhip for him, 
of which he did not imagine himſelf any longer 
capable. 9 

Id the mean time his Health came forward; 
and as ſoon as he was recover'd enough to bear 
going on board, he perceiv'd he cou'd not leave 
Alphonſo without ReluQance. He ſpoke to him 
about departing, and of his Deſign to retire to 
ſome Solitude. Alphonſo was ſurpris'd at it, and 
greatly concern'd, and having been accuſtom'd 
to the Pleaſure of Gonſalvo's Converfation, the 
- By Thought 
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Thought of loſing him gave him much Unea- 
ſineſs. At firſt he told him he was not yet in a 
Condition to travel; and afterwards endea- 
vour'd to perſuade him not to ſeek out any 
other Deſart, than that where Fortune had now 
thrown him. 

dare not flatter my ſelf, ſaid he, that I ſhall 
be able to render this Abode leſs irkſome to you; 
but I imagine thatin ſolonga Retirementas you 
propoſe to make, it may be ſome Relief not to 
be wholly alone. My Misfortunes were be- 
yond admitting Conſolation; yet I believe it 
wou'd have yielded me ſome Support, if in 
ſome certain Moments I had had one with me 
to have heard my Complaints. You will here 
enjoy the ſame Solitude as in thoſe Places whi- 
ther you deſign to go; and you will have this 
Advantage, that whenever you arcenclin'd, you 
may talk to a Man, who has an uncommon 
Admiration of your Merit, and whoſe Senſibi- 
lity of your Sorrows is equal to what he has 
of his own. 

AL PHO NSO's Diſcourſe made at firſt no 
Impreſſion upon Gonſalvo, but by degrees it 
ſunk in upon his Mind; and the Conf eration 
of having a Retreat private from all Company, 
and the Friendſhip he had for Alphonſo, deter- 
min'd him to continue there. The only Thing 
. which embarraſs'd him, was his Fear of being 

diſcover'd. But Alphonſo encourag'd him by 
his own Example, and told him the Place was 
ſo diſtant from all Commerce, that during the 
ne Years of his Retirement he had never ſeen 
one Perſon who cou'd know him. Gon 


yielded to his Reaſons, and after they had ſaid. 


all that two the nobleſt Perſons in the Wald. 
| wWno 
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who reſoly'd to live * cou'd expreſs, he 
ſent ſome Jewels to a Merchant of Tarragona, 
in order to ſupply himſelf with what Things 
he wanted. Thus was Gonſalvo fix'd in this 
Solitude, with a Reſolution 'never to forſake 
it, abandon'd wholly to the Contemplation of his 
Misfortunes, for which he found'no other Com- 
fort than to believe he cou'd ſuffer no more. 
But Fortune convinc'd him that ſhe can find 
out even in Deſarts a Man whom fhe has re- 
ſolv'd to perſecute. 

TowARDSs the latter end of Autumn, 
when the Winds begin to make the Sea dange- 
rous, he walk'd out earlier one Morning than 
uſual; there had been a dreadfu! Storm in the 
Night, and the Sea, which was till agitated, 
agreeably ſooth'd his Thoughts: He conſi- 
der'd awhile the Inconſtancy of that Element, 
with. the ſame Reflections he had been accu- 
ſtom'd to make upon his own Fortune. He af- 
terwards caſt his Eyes upon the Shore, and ſee- 
ing ſeveral Marks of the Ruins of a Sloop, 
he look'd about to obſerve whether there were 
any Perſon yet in a Condition to receive Suc- 
cour. The Sun, which was riſing, diſcover'd 
to his Sight ſomething ſhining, which he cowd 
not at firſt diſtinguiſh, and which gave him 
the Curioſity to draw nearer to it. As he 
approach'd it, he perceiv'd it was a Woman 
magnificently habited lying on the Sand, and 
who ſeem'd to have been thrown there by the 
Tempeſt. She lay in ſuch a manner that he 
cou'd not ſee her Face; he rais'd her up to diſ- 
cover whether ſhe was living; but how was he 
aſtoniſh'd, when he bcheld amidſt the Horrors 
of Death, the moſt perfect Beauty he had — 

ſeen, 
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ſeen. This increas'd his Compaſſion, and made 
him wiſh ſo lovely a Perſon might be capable 
of Relief. In this Moment Alphonſo, who had 
follow'd him by Chance, drew near and aſſiſted 
him in his Pious Offices of Humanity ; nor was 
their Care in vain : They perceiv'd the Was not 
yet de ad; and as they knew ſhe had Occaſion for 
more Help than they cou'd give her upon the 
naked Shoar, and they were not far from their 
own Dwelling, they reſolv'd to carry her thither. 
They did ſo; and Alphonſo ſent for Medieines, 
and for Women to attend her. After the Women 
were come, and had put her to Bed, Gonſalvo 
went into the Chamber, and began to ſurvey her 
with more Attention than he had done before. 
The Proportion of her Features, and the Deli- 
licacy of her Face ſurpris'd him, and he ob- 
ſerv'd with Wonder the Beauty of her Mouth, 
and the Whiteneſs of her Neck. In « word, 
he was ſo charm'd with all he ſaw in her, that 
he was ready to imagine her more than a Mor- 
tal. He paſs'd a great part of the Night with- 
out being able to ſtir from her. Alphonſo ad- 
vis'd him to go to Reſt, but he anſwer'd he had 
been ſo lit tle us'd to it, that he was very eaſy 
in having ſo delightful an Occaſion to negle 
It. | 
- TowARD the Morning they 13 ſhe 
an to recover; ſhe open'd her Eyes, and as 
the Light at firſt gave her Pain, ſhe turn'd 
them languiſhingly to the Side where Gonſalvo 
was, and diſcover'd to him a Pair of large black 
Eyes, ſo exquiſitely fine, that they ſeem'd to be 
form'd to create at once Reſpect and Love. 
In a little time after, ſne alſo came to her Senſes, 
diſtinguiſh'd Objects, and was in an Amaze 
F at 
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at the Perſons who were about her. Conſalvo 
cou'd not expreſs his Admiration of het 

Wotds, but took Notice of her Beauty to 

honſo, with that eager Emotion which we have 
fot Things which ſutrprize and charm us. 

Hen Speech was not yet return'd, and 
Gonſalvo judging ſhe might lie ſome time in 
this manner, withdrew to his Chamber, where 
he immediately began to reflect upon his Adven- 
ture. It is ſtrange, ſaid he, that Fortune ſhou'd 
bring a Woman in my way, in the only Condi- 
tion in which it was impoſſible for me to fly from 
her, and in which Compaſſion on the | 
oblig*d-me to take Care of her. Tis true, I ad- 
mire her Beauty: but as ſoon as ſhe is recover'd, 

I ſhall regard it meerly as the Inſtrument ſhe will 
employ to act the greateſt and moſt fatal Trea- 
cheries! Heav'ns! What Miſchiefs will ſhe com- 
mit! And what may ſhe not have caus'd al- 
ready! What Eyes, what Looks ate there | 
How I pity thoſe who are capable of being 
touch'd with her Charms! And how happy am 
in my Misfortunes, that the bitter Experience 
I have had of the Faithleſsneſs of Women, ſe- 
cures me from ever loving another! Having 
ſaid this, it was with much Difficulty he got 
to Sleep; after a ſhort Slumber he aroſe, and 
went to viſit her again, and found her con- 
fiderably mended ; Sure ver, ſhe was till | 
Speechleſs, nor did ſhe utter a Word that 
Night, nor the following Day. Alphonſo cou'd 1 
not but let Gonſalvo lee he obſerv'd his ex- ; 
traordinary Tenderneſs of her, and Gonſalvs 
even wonder'd at it himſelf; he perceiv'd he 
eou'd not bear to be from her, and was in con- 
tinual Apprehenſion ſome great Change for _ 

worſe 
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worſe ſhou'd happen in his Abſence. While 


he was in the Room ſhe ſpoke ſeveral Words; 


this gave him both Joy and I rouble; as he drew 
near her to hearken, ſhe ſpoke Vun. but it 
ſurpris'd him to hear her ſpeak a Language he 
did not know. He had gueſs'd her before to 
be of ſome Foreign Parts by her Habit; and as 
it had ſome Reſemblance with that of the Moors, 
and he was a Maſter of Arabic, he doubted not 
he ſhou'd be able to make her underſtand him. 
Accordingly he ſpoke to her in that Tongue, 
and was again ſurpris'd to ſee himſelf diſap- 
pointed. He talk'd then in Span; and Italian, 
but to no purpoſe; for by the Attention and 
Perplexity ſhe ſhew'd, he imagin'd ſhe knew 
nothing of either. However, ſhe continued to. 
2 and ſtopp'd ſometimes as waiting for an 
Anſwer. Gorfulvo minded every Word, and 
fancy'd that by liſtening to her, he ſhou'd at 
length come to find out what ſhe ſaid. He alſo 
call'd in all thoſe who were employ'd to attend 
her, in order to try whether any of them under- 
ſtood her; and having given her a Spar; Book, 


to diſcover whether ſhe knew the Characters; 


ſhe ſeem'd to know the CharaQters, but to be 
ignorant of the Language. She was uneaſy and 
ejected, and her Unexfinef and Dejection in- 
creas'd that of Goxſalvo. 
As they were in this Situation, Alphonſo en- 
ter'd the Chamber, and led in with him a very 
handſome Woman, dreſs'd in the ſame Faſhion 
with the other. The firſt Moment they ſaw 
each other, they embrac'd with all the Tokens 
of the ſtricteſt Friendſhip : The laſt arriv'd pro- 
nounc'd ſeveral times the Word Zayde, in a 
manner which ſhew'd it was the Name of _ 
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ſhe ſpoke: to, and Zayde. as often' pronounc'd 
that of Felima, ſa as to ſhew it was the Name 
of the other. After they had diſcours'd a little, 
Zayde fell to crying, as in ſome extraordinary 
Afton, and made Signs with her Hands for 
the Company to withdraw. They left her, and 
Gonſalvo follow'd Alphonſo: to enquire of him 
where he had met with this ſecond Stranger. 
Alphonſo told him, -that the Fiſhermen of the 
3 Hutts had found her upon the 
Shoar, the ſame Day and in the ſame Condi- 
tion as he had found the other. It will be a 
Conſolation to them, reply d Gonſalvo, to be 
together; but what do you think, Alphonſo, of 
theſe two Perſons? They ſeem by their Habits 
to be of a ſuperior Rank. It is ſtrange they 
ſnou'd truſt themſelves upon the Sea in a 
little Bark, for it is plain the Veſſel they were 
wreck'd in was not a large one? She whom you 
have introduc'dto Zayde, has brought her ſome 
News which wr her extreme Concern. In 
ſhort, there is Something extraordinary in their 
Fortune, I am of the ſame, Opinion, anſwer'd 
Alphonſo, and am amarz'd at their Adventures 
and at their Beauty. Vou have not obſery 2 
that of Felima; but it is wonderful, and ycu 
wou'd have admir'd it, if you had not firſt Len 


Zayde. | 

Wits theſe Words they parted ;. Gonſalvo 
found himſelf more melancholic than uſual, 
which proceeded, he was ſenſible, from the 
Trouble hewas in, at his not being able to make 
the fair Unknown underſtand him? But what 
is it, fays he to himſelf, I have to tell her? And 
what is it I wou'd learn from her? Do ] de- 
ſign to give her a Relation of my own M — 
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tunes? Or do I deſite to hear that of hers? Can 
Curidſity have Place in a Man ſo unhappy as 
my ſelf? What Intereſt have I in the Calamities 
of a Perſon whom I do not know? Why am 
I troubled to ſee this Woman in Affliction? 
Is it that the Evils I have ſuffer'd my ſelf, have 
taught me to pity thoſe of others? No, cer- 
tainly, added he; it is the Solitude of the Place 
where I am, that has drawn my Attention to 
an Accident, which is indeed extraordinary; 
but which I ſhow'd ſoon neglect, if I had other 
Objects to divert me. | 

x ſpite of all theſe wiſe Reflections, he 


paſs'd the Night without Sleep, and was very 


uneaſy for part of the Day becauſe he cou'd not 
ſee Zayde. Towards Evening he heard ſhe was 

one out to walk by the Sea-lide ; he follow'd 

er, and found her fitting upon the Beach, with 
her Eyes full of Tears. As he approach'd 
ſhe came forward to meet him with a World 
of Civility and Sweetneſs, and charm'd him no 
leſs by her Shape and Motions, than ſhe had 
done before by her Face. She ſhew'd him a 
ſmall Bark upon the Sea, and nam'd Tanis ſe- 
veral times, as if ſhe intreated him to get her 
cotvey'd thither. Upon which, he pointed 
to the Moon, and made Signs that when that 
Star ſhou'd have run its Courſe twice, what 
ſhe defir'd fnou'd be done. She ſeem'd to ap- 
prehend what he meant, and preſently began to 


weep. | 1 

Tos next Day ſhe was indiſpos'd, and he 
cou'd not fee her; never ſince he had been in 
that Solitude, had he known a Day fo tedious 
and ſo heavy. | 


THe 
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- Fae Day following, without knowing why, 
he laid afide the extreme Negligence of Dreſs 
he had hitherto practis'd; and as he was finely 
made in his Perſon, Neatneſs alone gave him 


an Air beyond what Magnificence it 


* 


If cou'd 
im to others. Alp ouſo met him in the 

ood, and was amaz'd at this ſudden Altera» 
tion. He cou'd not forbear ſmiling at it, and 
telling him it was eaſy to ſee by his Dreſs that 
his Affliction began to abate, and that he had 
in this Deſart found ſome Relief to his Misfor- 
tunes. L underſtand you, Alphonſo, reply'd he; 


you believe the Sight of Zayde is the Conſola- | 


tion I have found to my Evits. But you deceive 
your ſelf: I have for Zayde only the Compaſſion 
which is due to her Diſtreſs and to her Deauty. 
I have Compaſſion for her, ariſwer'd Alphonſo, 
as well as you; I pity her, and wou' d fain aſſiſt 
er; but I am not ſb attach'd to her as you are; 
don't watch her fo carefully; I am not trou- 
bled that I can't underſtand her, not am I ſo 
impatient to talk with her; I was not more fad 
yeſterday than ordinary, becauſe I did not ſee 
her, nor are my Cloaths leſs negligent To-d 
than uſual. In ſhort, fince J have 5 
as you, and yet we are ſo different, you mit 
undoubtedly have Something more. 
GONSALF/O did not interrupt him, and 


ſeem'd to be conſidering in himſelf, whether all 


this was not true; and guſt as he was going to 
reply, there came one to tell him, according to 
the Orders he had given, that Zayde was walk'd 
out upon the Shoar ; at which, without refle&i 


that it wou'd confirm Alphonſo in his Suſpici- 


ons, he left him to go and follow her. He ſaw 
het at adiſtance ſitting with Felima, in 8 
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Place where they were two Days ago, and had 
the Curiofity to obſerve their Behaviour, be- 
lieving he might be able thereby to learn ſome- 
thing of their Fortunes. He ſaw Zayde weep, 
and judg'd Felima was endeavouring to com- 
fort her. Zayde did not regard her, but was 


continually looking towards the Sea, with ſe- 


veral Actions which made him think ſhe lament- 
ed one who had been Shipwreck'd with her. 
He had before ſeen her weeping in the ſame 
Place ; but as ſhe did nothing then by which 
he might apprehend the Subject of her Afflicti- 


| on, he imagin'd ſhe wept only at being ſo far 


from her own Country : But now he fancied 
the Tears ſhe ſhed were for ſome Lover ſhe 
had loſt ; and that it was to follow him, per- 
naps, that ſhe had expos'd her ſelf to the Hazards 
of the Sea; in a word, he was perſuaded, 
as much as if,ſhe had told him ſo her ſelf, that 


Love was the Cauſe of her Lamentations. 


IT is impoffible to expreſs the Effect theſe 
Thoughts produc'd in Goxſalvo's Soul, and the 
Trouble which Jealonſy created in a Heart not 

et conſcious to it ſelf of Love. He had lov'd, 
ut he had never been jealous ; and this Paſſi- 
en,. to which he had hitherto been a Stranger, 
invaded him in its firſt Aſſault with fuch Vio- 
lence, that he believ'd himſelf pierc'd with a 
Grief unknown to other Men. He thought 
he had. already experienc'd all the Evils of 
Life, and yet he now felt One more ſevere 
than all he had endur'd before. He was per- 
fectly in a Tranſport, and ruſhing from the 
Place where he had ſtood conceal'd, came for- 
ward to Zayde, in ExpeQation to learn from 
her the Occaſion of her Sorrow; and mw he 
ev 
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knew ſhe cou'd not anſwer him, he ask'd her 
very earneſtly. She was far from comprehend- 
ing his Meaning, and wiping her Tears, began 
to walk with him along the Shoar. The Plea- 
ſure to ſee her charming Eyes, and to be look'd 
upon by them, quieted the Emotion he was in; 
and as he was aware of the Diſorder of his Spi- 
rits, he compos'd himſelf in an inſtant, and re- 
cover'd his Face into the moſt agreeable Airs 
he cou'd. She again nam'd Tunis ſeveral times, 
with much Eagerneſs, and with a great many 
Signs that ſhe deſir'd to be convey'd thither. 
He underſtood what ſhe requeſted too well : 
Ihe Thought of parting with her gave him a 
ſenſible Pain; and it was by the Pains of Love 
that he firſt found Love was enter'd in his 
Breaſt, for he felt the Pangs of Jealouſy, and 
the Fear of Abſence, before he diſcover'd he 
lov'd. He wou'd have eſteem'd it Misfortune 
enough, if he had only perceiv'd helov'd; but to 
perceive himſelf invaded with Love and Jealouſy 
at Once, and that he cou'd neither underſtand 
her he lov'd, nor be underſtood by her ; that 
all he cou'd know of her was her Beauty; 
that he had nothing in Proſpect but an eternal 
Abſence, was ſuch a Weight of Woes toge- 
ther, that it was impoſſible to ſupport them. 
WHILE he was purſuing theſe gloomy 


Thoughts, Zayde kept walking on with Fe- 


lima; and after ſhe had gone ſome Steps, 
ſate down upon the Rock, and again burſt into 
weeping, and look'd upon the Sea, and ſhew'd 
it to Felima, as if ſhe accus'd it of the Calamity 
which coſt her ſo many Tears. Gonſalvo to 
div@t her, made her take Notice of ſome Fiſher- 
men. hard by. Notwithſtanding his 3 
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the Sight of her he loy'd, inſpir'd this new Lover 
with a Joy, which reſtor'd him to his former Beau- 
ty; and as he was dreſs'd leſs neghgently than 
uſual, his Appearance was enough to attract the 
Eyes of any Beholder. Zayde began to view him 
with Attention, and having gaz d on him ſome 
time, turn'd to her Companion, and faying 
ſomething to her, caus'd her alſo to obſerve 
him. Felima look'd upon him, and anſwer'd 
Zayde by an Action, which teſtify'd ſhe ap- 
prov'd what ſhe ſaid of him. Zayde view'd 
him again, and ſpoke a ſecond time to Felima, 
who anſwer'd her; and Dy the whole Deport- 
ment Goxſalvo conjectur'd he reſembled one 
whom they knew. This Thought at firſt made 
no great Impreſſion on him; but Zayde, he ſaw, 
was ſo taken with this ſuppos'd Reſemblance, 
and ſeem'd ſo evidently in the midſt of her 
Sorrows to find a certain Pleaſure in it, that he 
imagin'd he might be like the Lover whom ſhe 
appear'd to lament. | 

DuRiNG the remainder of the Day, ſeveral 
Actions of Zayde confirm'd his Suſpicion. In. 
the Evening Felima and ſhe went out to look 
for Something among the Relicks of the Wreck ; 
they ſought after it ſo carefully, and Gonſalvo 
remark'd ſo many Tokens of Uneaſineſs at their 
not finding it, that it gave him a freſh Diſtur- 
bance. Alphonſo ſaw his Diſcompoſure, and 
Zayde being led back to her Apartment, he re- 
turn'd with Gonſalvo to his Chamber, where 
he thus began. 

You have never given me, ſays he, the 
Hiſtory of your paſt Misfortunes; but I muſt 
inſiſt that you declare to me thoſe which He 
has begun to raiſe in your Breaſt, A * * 
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deeply enamour'd as you ſeem to be, always 
finds it painful to ſpeak of his Paſſion; and 
tho' yapr Diſtreſs may be great, my Aſſiſtance, 


perhaps, and my Counſel, will not be unuſeful. 
Ah, my dear Alphonſo, cry'd Gonſalvo, how 


weak, how wretched am I! and how wiſe att 


thou, who haſt look'd upon Zayde, and doſt not 
Love! I judg'd rightly, reply'd Alphonſo, that 
you lov'd, tho? you wou'd not confets it. I 
knew it not my ſelf, interrupted Gonſalvo, and 
Jealouſy alone has difclos'd it to me. Zayae la- 
ments ſome Lover who is Shipwreck'd, it is this 
carries her out every Day to the Sea- ſide; and 
ſhe goes to weep at the Place where ſhe thinks 
he periſh'd. In a word, I love Zayde, and 
Zayde loves another; this of all Evils ſtill ap- 
pear'd to me the moſt terrible, and was what 

never expected to reach me. I once flat- 
ter'd my felf it was not a Lover whom Zay de 
regretted, but ſhe is too deeply afflicted to ſuffer 
me to queſtion it. I am convinc'd alſo by the 
wonderful Care with which I faw her ſearching 
after Something which belong'd undoubtedly 
to this too happy Man. And what is more 
piercing than all I have mention'd, I cer- 
tainly, 3 reſemble him ſhe loves. She 
diſcover'd it as we were walking ; I per- 
ceived a Gladneſs in her Eyes, when fhe diſ- 
cern'd what bibught it to her Mind; ſhe ſhew'd 


me ſeveral times to Felima, and made her ob- 


ferve my Features, and kept looking at me all 
the Day. But it is not me ſhe looks at, nor 
whom ſhe thinks of, when ſhe looks at me; I 
bring to her Mind the only thing I wou'd cauſe 
her to forget; I can take no Pleaſure in behold- 
ing her enchanting Eyes fix*d upon my Face, 

os nor 
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nor can ſhe turn them on me, without firing 
my Soul with Jealouſy. 

GONSALVO ſpoke this with ſugh Rapi- 
dity, that A/ _ cou'd not interrupt him; but 
as ſoon as he ſtopp'd, Is it poſſible, anſwer'd 
he, that all this you have told me is true ? Does 
not the Melancholy you have been accuſtom'd 
to, make you form to your ſelf an Idea of ſo 
you a Misfortune? No, Alphonſo, I am not 

eceiv'd, return'd Gonſalvo; Zayde laments a 
Favourite Lover, and I bring him to her 
Thoughts. Fortune takes care ] ſhall not ſur- 
miſe Evils beyond thoſe ſhe makes me ſuffer ;; 
ſhe far exceeds what I am able to imagine : She 
invents for me ſuch as are unknown to other 
Men; and if I had given you the Hiſtory of 
my Life, you wou'd be oblig'd to acknowledge 
I have reaſon to affirm I am more unhappy than 
you. I will not preſume, reply*'d Alphonſo, to 
ay that unleſs you have important Reaſons not 
to diſcover your ſelf, it will be an infinite Plea- 
ſure to me, if you will let me know who you 
are, and what are thoſe Misfortunes which you 
believe to be greater than mine. I am ſenſible 
I cannot in Jultice ask this of you, without 
making an equal Recital of my own; but you 
will pardon an unhappy Man, who has not 
conceal'd from you his Name and Birth, and 

who will not conceal from you his Adven- 
tures, if it will do you any Service to know 
them, and if he is able to relate them without 
renewing thoſe Sorrows, which a Succeſſion 

of ſeveral Years ſcarcely begins to efface. I 
will never requeſt any thing of you, ſaid Gon- 
ſalvo, which may give you Trouble; but I am 
aſham'd 1 have not yet let you know who * op. 
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Tho? 1 had reſolv'd not to declare my ſelf to 
any one, the extraordinary Merit I fee in you, 
and the Obligations I am under to your Care 
of me, conſtrain me to own to you that my 
true Name is Gonſalvo, and that I am the Son 
of Nugnez Fernando, Count of Caſtile, whoſe 
Reputation has undoubtedly reach'd your Ears. 
Is it poſſible, cry'd Alphoxſo, that you, are that 
Gonſalvo, who gain'd ſuch Honour in his firſt 
Campaign, by defeating ſuch a Body of Moors, 
and by Actions whoſe Bravery was the Wonder 
of all Spain! I well remember this noble Open- 
ing of your Life ; and when I retir'd into this 
Deſart, had heard with Aſtoniſhment, that in 
the famous Battel the King of Leon won againſt 
Ayola, the greateſt General of the Moors, the 

riſtians ow'd the Victory to you; and that 
by mounting the Breach in the firſt Aſſault 
at Zamora, you were the Cauſe of taking 
the Town, which compell'd the Moors to 
ſue for Peace. The Solitude I have liv'd in 
ever fince, has kept me in Ignorance of what 
follow'd this fortunate * but I doubt 


not it was of a Piece. id not think you had 
been acquainted with my Name, anſwer'd Gon- 
ſalvo; but J am glad you are prejudic'd in my 
Favour, by a Reputation which perhaps I have 
not merited. At this Alpbonſo redoubled his 
Attention, and Gonſalvo thus began. 


The HisToRyY of Gonſalvo. 


FATE; 1-4 Father was of the firſt, Rank 
OT: the Court of Lean, where he 


/ caus'd me to appear with an Equi- 
F Page becoming his Fortune. M 
RS: Lnclination, my Age and my Duty 
een engag'd me to the Frince Dan Gar- 
cia, the King's eldeſt Son. The Prince is 
young, well-made and ambitious ; his good 
Qualities far exceed his Faults, which are ſuch 
only, one may ſay, as ariſe from his Paſſions. 
I was ſo happy as to have his Favour, with- 
out deſerving it, and I endeavour'd to render 
my ſelf worthy of it by my Fidelity. It was 
my good Fortune, in our firſt War againſt the 

or, to be near his Perſon, and reſcue him 
from a Danger into which his inconſiderate 
Valour had precipitated him. This Service in- 
creas'd his Affection. He lov'd me as a Bro- 
ther, rather than as a Subject; he conceal'd no- 
thing from me, he denied me nothing, and gave 
all the World to ſee, that none cou'd be in 
Grace with him, who was not in Grace with 
Gonſalvo. So extraordinary a Regard, added 
to the Eſteem in which my Father was, rais'd 
our Family ſo high, that we began to be afraid 
of receiving too great a Promotion. 

AMONG an infinite number of young Gen- 
tlemcn, who made Court to me upon this Suc- 
ceſs, 1 had diſtinguiſh'd Don Ramirez from all 


the reſt. He was one of the molt celebrated = 
e 


| 
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the Court; but his Fortune was far inferiour 


to mine. It was my Concern therefore to ſupply 
this Defect. I was continually employing my 
Father's Intereſt, and my own, for his Ad- 
vancement, and labour'd very zealouſly to 


procure him a Share in the Prince's Favour; 


and himſelf alſo by his fine and inſinuating 


Addreſs feconded my Attempt ſo well, that 
next to me he was the Perſon at Court whom 
Dom Garcia moſt eſteem'd. I took a wonder- 
ful Pleaſure in their Friendſhip. They had 
both experienc'd the Power of Love; and 
wou'd often rally me for my Inſenſibility, and 


never felt the Flame. 

I reproach'd them in my Turn, with being 
inſincere. Vou love, ſaid I, ſuch ſort of Gal- 
tantries as Cuſtom has eſtabliſn'd in Spain; but 
you do not love your Miſtreſſes. For you will 
never perſuade me you are in Love with a 


' Woman, whoſe Face you have hardly had a 


Sight of, and whom you wou'd not know if 
you were to meet her in any other Place than 


gat the Window, where you us'd to pay your 


Viſits. . | 
You preſs this Point of the little Know- 
ledge we have of our Miſtreſſes, reply'd the 
Prince, too far ; we are no Strangers to their 
Beauty, and this is the principal Thing in Love. 
As to their Wit, we judge of that by their 
Phyſiognomy, and their Letters; and when we 


reproach me with it, as a Crime, that J had 


a” 


come to view them nearcr, are charm'd to diſ- 


cover ſomething we never knew before. All 
they ſay has the Grace of Novelty ; their Man- 
ner ſurpriſes us, and this Surpriſe awakens 
Love, and improves = Whereas they who are 

| N ac- 
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acquainted with their Miſtreſſes before they 
love them, are ſo accuſtom'd to their Beauty 
and their Wit, that there is nothing left in 
either to affect them, when they have won the 
Conqueſt, and are lov'd again. Vou are in 
no Danger of that Misfortune, anſwer'd I; 
but, I give you full Liberty to love all you 
have no Knowledge of, provided you will per- 
mit me to love no one, but whom I ſhall 
know enough to eſteem, and to be aſſur'd I 
ſhall find that in her which will make me 
happy when I ſhall obtain her Love. I con- 
feſs alſo, I wou'd not have her prejudic'd in 
Favour of another Lover ; and 1, interrupted 
Don Ramirez, ſhou'd take more Pleaſure in 
rendering my ſelf Maſter of a Heart which 
was defended by another Paſſion, than in car- 
Fying -one which was never ſmitten ; this 
wou'd be a double Victory, and I ſhou'd 
be more convinc'd her Inclination to me was 
real, if I ſaw it begin in the midſt of a great 
Tenderneſs for another; and my Honour and 
my Love wou'd both triumph at once, in win- 
—_ Miſtreſs from a Rival. | 
ONSALYO is amarz'd at your Opi- 
nion, reply'd the Prince, and thinks ſo ill of 
K that he will make no Anſwer; and indeed 
I am on his Side, and diſlike it too; but I 
am againſt him alſo as to the particular Know- 
ledge of one's Miſtreſs which he requires. I 
cou'd never be in Love with a Perſon whom 
J had ſeen familiarly ; and if the firſt Sight 
does not ſtrike me, it is impoſſible to wound 
me afterwards. Our Natural Inclinations, 1 
believe, exert themſelves at firſt, and Paſſions 


which are kindled by Time, are not truly Paſ- 
| ſions. 
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ſions. Since one may be ſecure then, ſaid I 
with a Smile, that you will never love one 
whom you do not love at firſt View, I think, 
Sir, I muſt ſhew you my Siſter, before ſhe is 
become ſo beautiful as ſhe promiſes to be; 
that you may be accuſtom'd to the Sight of 
her, and her Charms may hereafter make no 
Impreſſion on you. Then you are afraid they 
* ſhou'd, reply'd Don Garcia. Certainly, Sir, 
= anſwer'd I; and I ſhou'd dread it as the greateſt 
Misfortune which cou'd befall me. What Mis- 
fortune wou'd it be to you? reply'd Ramirez. 
This, ſaid I; that I ſhow'd be oblig'd tor op- 
= poſe the Prince's Meaſures. If he deſign'd to 
= marry my Siſter, I cou'd not conſent to it, 
on Account of his own Dignity; and if he 
ſhou'd refuſe to marry her, and yet ſhe ſhou'd 
| love him, as undoubtedly ſhe wou'd, I ſhou'd 
baue the Trouble of ſeeing my Siſter Miſtreſs 
to a Man whom I cou'd not hate, tho' it 
| wou'd be my Duty to do ſo. Pray, let me 
ſee her then, interrupted the Prince, before ſhe 
is capable of inſpiring me with Love. For it 
* wou'd grieve me ſo to have any Inclinations 
q which wou'd be diſpleaſing to you, that I am 
* impatient to get a View of her in order to 
= ſecure my ſelf from loving her. I wonder no 
longer, Sir, ſaid Don Ramirez, addreſſing him- 
= ſelf to the Prince, that the Beauties which are 
bred up in the Palace, and to whom you have 
been us'd- from your Infancy, never made you 
in Love; but I proteſt, it has always ſurpris'd 
me, that no other has fir'd your Heart, and 
eſpecially Nagna Bella, the Daughter of Don 
Diego Porcellos, who ſeems ſo able to do 
it. Nugna Bella, return'd the Prince, is in- 
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deed amiable: She has admirable Eyes, a 
fine Mouth, and a noble Air; in a word, I 
ſhou'd have lov'd her, if I had not ſeen her al- 
moſt the very Moment I was born. But why, 
continued he to Ramirez, have not you been in 
Love with her? Vou who think her fo beautiful? 
Becauſe, anſwer'd he, ſhe never had a Lover. 
J had no Body to diſpoſſeſs of her Heart, and it 
is this Circumſtance I told you, which engages 
mine. Gonſalvo is the Man this Queſtion fhou'd 
be put to, for I am fure he thinks her hand- 
ſome; ſhe is intirely free, and has been, he 
knows, a long time. Who told 2p am 
not in love with her, anfwer'd 1, ſmiling 
and bluſhing together? I don't know, faid Ra- 
mireꝝ; but by your bluſhing, I believe they who 
told me ſo were miſtaken. Is it poſſible, cry'd 

the Prince, turning to me, that Gonſalvo ſhow'd 
be in Love? If you are, own it frankly, I beſeech 
you ; for I ſhall take an infinite Pleaſure to find 
you attack'd with a Malady, of which you 
complain fo little. Seriouſly, reply'd I, I am 
not in Love. However, Sir, to pleafe you, I 
confeſs, I may be ſo with Nagza Bella, if I 
come to know her a little better. If you want 
nothing elſe for it, but to know her, ſaid the 
Prince, be fatisfy*d you ſhall be in love with her 
very quickly. I will never viſit the Queen my 
Mother without you ; I will contrive frequent 
Mifanderſtandings with the King, that her 
ſoliciting a Reconciliation may oblige me 
to attend her at particular Hours; in ſhort, 
I will give you Opportunities enough of 
ſpeaking to Nzgza Bella, in order to begin your 
Paſhon. You will find her extremely amiable, 
and it her Heart is good as her Wit, you will 
have 
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have nothing left to wiſh. I beg, Sir, ſaid I, 

ou will not take ſo much Pains to make me mi- 
ſerable; but above all, that you will find ſome 
other Pretence for viſiting the Queen, than new 
Differences with your Father. You know he 
often accuſes me of thoſe Actions of yours 
which diſpleaſe him, and believes that my Fa- 
ther and I, by our Grandeur, ſupport you in the 
Authority you aſſume ſometimes contrary to his 
Approbation. In the Humour I am now in, 
reply'd the Prince, to make you in Love with 
Nzgna Bella, I ſhall not be io prudent as you 
wou'd have me be; I ſhall uſe all manner of Pre- 
tences to introduce you to the Queen, and tho? 
I have none at preſent, I will go to her this Mo- 
ment; and will ſacrifice to the Pleaſure of turn- 
ing you into a Lover, an Evening which I had 
appointed to ſpend under a Window, where 
you fancy I know nobody. 

I have been ſo particular in my Account of 
this Converſation ; becauſe you will ſee by the 
Sequel, it was a Preſage of all that happen'd 
afterwards. | | | 

TRE Prince went to the Queen, and found hei 
in Private, attended only with the Ladies who 
were. her Confidents. Nzgne Bella was one 
of the Number, and look'd fo charmingly, that 
Chance ſeem'd to have favour'd the Prince's 
Deſign. The Converſation was. general for 
ſome time, and as there was a greater Freedom 
allow'd now than at other Seaſons, Nagna Bella 
ſpoke the more, and ſurpriz'd me by diſcover- 
ing a world of Wit, beyond what I had ever 
obſerv'd in her before. The Prince begg'd the 
Queen to withdraw to her Cloſet, tho' he knew 
nothing he had to ſay to her. While they were 
alide, I ftay'd with Nagna Bella, and ſeveral 
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others, and inſenſibly enter*d into a particular Con- 
ference with her; and tho' it was only about in- 
different Things, it had more of an Air of Galan- 
try than a common Converſation. We mutually 
blam'd the retir'd manner of living the Women 
are oblig*d to practiſe in ain, as experiencing b 
our ſelves the Diſadvantage it was to be ſubje 
to ſuch a Reſtraint. If I felt at this Moment 
that I began to love Nagna Bella, ſhe alſo be- 


gan, as ſhe told me afterwards, to perceive I 


was not indifferent to Her. T'o one of her Diſ- 
poſition this Conqueſt cou'd not be diſpleaſing ; 
there was ſomething ſo ſhining in my Fortune, 
that it might have dazled a Perſon leſs ambiti- 
ous than ſhe was. She neglected no means to 
recommend herſelf to my Eyes, tho” ſhe did no- 
thing contrary to the natural Pride of her Tem- 
per. Enlighten'd by the quick Diſcernment, 
which a new-born Love inſpires, I ſoon flat- 
ter'd my ſelf with the Hope of pleaſing her, 
and this Hope was as proper to inflame me, as 
the Thought of a belov'd Rival had been to 
work my Cure. 
TRE Prince was overjoy'd to ſee me en- 
d with Nugna Bella, and contriv'd every 
ay ſome Occafion for me to ſpeak to her. He 
wou'd even make me acquaint her with the 
Differences he had with the King, and let her 
know after what manner the Queen ſhou'd act, 
in order to prevail on him to comply with the 
King's Demands. Nugua Bella did not fail to 
ſignify this to the Queen, and it had the Effect 
| 1 for the Queen did nothing in the 
rince's Affair, which ſhe did not ſpeak of to 
Nugna Bella, and which Nagna Bella did not 
diſcover to me. Thus we had frequent Con- 
verſations, 


| 
j 


Pati AT. 3 


verſations, in all which I ſaw ſo much Wit, 
Sagacity, and Agreeableneſs in her; and ſhe 
imagin'd ſo much Merit in me, and found 
really ſo much Love, that a Paſſion was 
kindled in us both, which ſoon became very vio- 
lent. The Prince wou'd be my Confident ; 
I conceal'd nothing from him, but I was afraid. 
Nugna Bella wou'd reſent my 2 that ſhe 
had expreſs'd a Tenderneſs for me. Don Gar- 
cia aſſur'd me, it was not in her Temper to 
take Offence at it; he talk'd to her about me: 
At firſt ſhe was out of Countenance and di- 
ſturb'd; but, as the Prince rightly judg'd, the 
Dignity of the Confident quieted her Fears, and 


| ſatisfied her the Truſt was ſafely plac'd. She. 


now freely ſuffer'd him to diſcourſe to her about 
my Paſſion, and the firſt Letters I writ Her ſhe 
receiv'd by his Hands. | 

Our Amour had in it all the Pleaſure of 
Novelty, and thoſe-ſecret Charms which are. 
found only in the firſt Impreſſions- As my 
Ambition was gratify'd to the full, before my 
Love began, it gave my Paſſion no Interrup- 


tion. My Soul was abandon'd to Love as to 


a Pleaſure, till then unknown, and which in- 
finitely exceeded any which Grandeur cou'd. 
ſupply. It was not thus with Nzgna Bella; 
Ambition and Love reign'd in her Heart at once, 


and equally divided it. Her natural Inclination - 


undoubtedly led her to Ambition, more than to 
Love; but as both had a proper Object in me, 
I found in her all the Ardour, and all the At- 
tention I cou'd wiſh. Not but ſhe was ſome- 
times. engag'd as deeply in the Affairs of the 
Prince, as in this of our Amour ; and I, who 
heeded nothing but Love, underſtood with Sor- 
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row, that Nagna Bella was capable of — 
other Things in her Thoughts. I complain” 
of it to her; but my Complaints, I found, 
were in vain, or occaſion'd a conſtrain'd Con- 
ver ſation, in which 1 faw her Mind was wander- 
ing ſomewhere elſe. However, I remember'd 
the Saying, that it is as impoſſible to be per- 
fetly happy in Love, as in Life; and bore this 
Misfortune patiently. Nga Bella lov'd me 
with an exact Fidelity, nor did J obſerve but 
ſhe had a Contempt tor all others who preſum'd 
to addreſs her. I behey'd her free from that 
Weakneſs, of which I was apprehenſive in 
Women; and this Perſuaſion made me as happy 
as I cou'd deſire. 
IT was my Fortune to be born and plac'd in 
a Rank ſufficient to be envy'd by the moſt am- 
bitious. I was the Favourite of a Prince, for 
whom I had a Natural Affection; I was be- 
lov'd by the greateſt Beauty in Spain, whom 1 
ador'd ; and JI had a Friend, whom I believ'd 
faithful, and who ow'd his Preferment to me. 
The only Thing which troubled me, was to 
ſee the inexcuſable Impatience Don Garcia had 
to govern; and to find in Nagnez Fernando, 
my Father, a reſtleſs Spirit, and inclin'd, as the 
King ſuſpected, to raiſe himſelf to ſuch a De- 
tree of Promotion, as ſhou'd leave nothing a- 
bove him. I fear'd the Ties of Gratitude, and 
of Nature, wou'd oblige me to adhere to thoſe 
who wou'd involve me in Things, which might 
to me appear unjuſt. Yet as theſe Miſchiefs 
were dubious, they diſturb'd me only at certain 
Moments; and I reliev'd my ſelf by fpeak- 
ing of them to Dow Ramirez, in whom 1 
hag fo much Confidence, that I _ to 
| 4, mm 
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him even my Fears about the moſt important 
and diſtant Affairs. | | 

THAT which now employ'd my Thoughts, 
was my Deſign to marty Nun Bella, I had 
lov'd her long, without daring to make the Pro- 
poſal. I knew ſhe was difhik'd by the King; 
becauſe, as ſhe was the Daughter of one of the 
Counts of Caſtile, whoſe Revolt was then en- 
pected as well as my Father's, it was impoli- 
tick to permit them to be fo nearly united; 
and tho* my Father was not againſt it, yet I 
knew he wou'd never propoſe the Marriage, 
for fear of increaſing the King's Suſpicions. 
Thus I was conftrain'd to wait fome more fa- 
vourable Conjuncture; but while I waited, I 
did not conceal my Paſſion for Nugna Bella. 
] convers'd with her at all Opportunities; and 
the Prince ſaw. her frequently. The King ob- 
ſery'd this Intelligence, and took that be ai 
Affair of State, which was merely an Amour. 
He believ'd his Son encourag'd my Deſign up- 
on Nagna Bella, in order to unite the two 
Counts of Caſtile, and ſecure them in his In- 
tereſt; that he intended to form a conſiderable 
Party, and aſſume an RN equal to his 
own. He made no Queſtion but the Counts 
wou'd join with him, in hope to become So- 
vereign Princes; in a word, he ſo dreaded the 
Union of the two Houfes of Caſtile, that he 
openly declar'd I muſt not think of Nugna 
Bella, and forbad the Prince to promote the 
Marriage. 

THE two Counts, whoſe Intention per- 
haps was as the King ſuſpected, but who 
were not in a Condition to own it, enjoyn'd us 
both no more to think of ſuch: a thing. This 

Cs Com- 
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Command gave us inexpreſſible Sorrow ; but 
the Prince engag'd in a ſhort time to change his 
Father's Mind, and oblig'd us to promiſe each 
other an Eternal Fidelity, and undertook to 
carry on our Correſpondence, and keep it con- 
ceal'd. The Queen, who knew we were ſo 
far from putting the Prince upon making a Re- 
bellion, that on the contrary we endeavour'd to 
diſſuade him from it, approv'd her Son's De- 
ſign, and aſſiſted him very much. 
As we cou'd no longer ſpeak in Publick, 
we ſought Opportunities of meeting privately. 
I was thinking that Nzgna Bella ſnou'd change 
her Apartment, and remove with ſome other 
Ladies of the Court to Lodgings, whoſe 
Windows look'd into a By-Street, and 
were low enough for a Man on Horſeback to 
talk at them caſily. I propos'd this to the 
Prince, who obtain'd the 33 Conſent, 
and we found a handſome Pretence to put 
it in Execution. To this Window I came al- 
moſt every Day, to ſpeak with Nzgna Bella. 
Sometimes I return'd charm'd with the Senti- 
ments ſhe expreſs'd of me; and ſometimes I 
departed in Deſpair, to ſec her Thoughts ſo 
buſied about ſome Orders ſhe had receiv'd from 
the Queen. Hitherto Fortune had not ſhewn 
me her Inconſtancy, but ſhe ſoon diſcover'd that 
ſhe is never ſtedfaſt to any. | 
My Father, who knew the King's Suſpici- 
ons, had a mind to convince him, by a new Progf 
of his Integrity, how unjuſt they were. He 
reſolv'd to introduce my Sitter into the Palace, 
notwithſtanding he had deſign'd before to leave 
her in Caſtile. It was his Vanity carry'd him 
into this Reſolution. He was proud to ug the 
| Ourt 
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Court a Beauty which he believ'd the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd of all Hain. For never was a Fa- 
ther ſo pleas'd with the Beauty of his Children, 
and this betray*'d him into a Vanity, which in a 
Man of his Abilities, might properly be term'd 
a Weakneſs. In ſhort, he brought his Daugh- 
= to Court, and ſhe was receiv'd into the Pa- 
Ace. | * 
THE Bay ſhe came, Don Garcia was hunt- 
ing; in the Evening he went to the Queen, 
not having heard a Syllable of my Siſter's Ar- 
rival. I was preſent at the time, but retir'd to 
a Corner, where he did not ſee me. The 
Queen preſented my Siſter to him. He was 
ſurpris'd at her Beauty, and expreſs'd the utmoſt. 
Admiration. Never had he beheld, he ſaid, in 
one Perſon, ſuch Graces and ſo much Majeſty 
and Sweetneſs; fo black a Hair, with ſo lovely 
a Complexion, and Eyes ſo blue; and Gravity 
ſo happily mingled with the Bloom of Youth : 
In a word, the more he beheld her, the more 
he multiply'd his Praiſes upon her. Don Ra- 
mirez, who remark' d this vehement Commen- 
dation, eaſily imagin'd I had the ſame Thoughts 
as himſelf; and ſpying me at the other end of 
the Room, came up to me to talk about my 
Siſter's Beauty. I wiſh, ſaid J to him, there 
was no body here to admire her but your ſelf. 
Don Garcia by Accident drew near the Place 
where I was; he ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd to ſee me, 
but recovering himſelf, he talk'd ro me of 
Hermeneſilda (ſo was my Siſter call'd) and told 
me I had not painted her half ſo beautitul as he 
found her. In the Evening ſhe only was the. 
Diſcourſe at the Prince's Apartment. I watch'd 
him ſtrictly, and was confirm'd in my Suſpi- 
cions, 
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cious, by his not praiſing her ſo freely before 
me, as he did to others. For ſeveral Days to- 

her he talk'd of her continually, and his 

affion I thought hurry'd him along like a 

Torrent he was unable to reſiſt. I wanted to 
diſcover his Sentiments, without entering into 
a ſerious Diſcourſe with him; and accordingly 
one Evening as we went out from the Queen, 
where he had long Converſation with Herme- 
neſilda, May I pretume, Sir, ſaid I, to ask whe- 
ther I have not waited too long to ſhew you 
my Siſter, and whether ſhe is handfom enough 
to have ſurpris'd you, as I fear'd? Yes, faid 
the Prince, I was ſurpris'd at her Beauty; but 
tho” I believe one may be touch'd without bei 
ſurpris'd, I do not believe one can be furpris 
without being touch'd. 

DON GARCT A's Intention was to anfwer 
me as ſportingly as I had addreſs'd him; but as 
he was embarraſs'd by what I had faid, and was 
ſenſible of it, there was an Air of Uneafinefs in 
his Anſwer, which made me ſee JI was not mi- 
taken. He judg*d rightly that I perceiv'd his 
Tenderneſs for my Sitter ; and yet his Love to 
me gave him ſome Reluctance to engage in an 
Affair, which he knew very well wou'd offend 
me highly; but he lov'd Hermeneſilda too much 
to deſiſt. And as I did not expect his Friend- 
fhip to me wou'd cauſe him to ſuppreſs his 
Love to her; I only propos'd to fecure my 
Siſter by inſtructing her how to conduct her ſelf, 
if the Prince made his Addreſſes. I deſir'd her 
to follow the Advice of Nugna Bella in every 
thing, which the promis'd me ſhe wou'd. On 
the other hand, I open'd to Nzgna Bella my 
Concern at this Paſſion of Don Garcia, and told 

| her 
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her all the bad Conſequences I apprehended 
from it; ſhe _— with me, and aſſur'd me 
ſhe wou'd overſee Hermeneſilda fo ſtrictly, that 
the Prince ſhou'd find it no eafy Matter ro fpeak 
with her. In ſhort, without appearing to de- 
ſign it, they were ſo continually to r, that 
the Prince cou'd never meet Hermeneſilda with- 
out Nugna Bella. This gave him an inexpreſſi- 
ble Difturbance; and as he had always us'd to 
impart his whote Mind to me, and yet never 
ſpoke a word about this Affair, I ſoon perceiv'd 
a —— Alteration in his Behaviour. 

8 not the Injuſtice of Men, faid F to Don 
Ramirez, aſtoniſhing ! The Prince hates me, 
becauſe he perceives a Paſſion in his Breaſt which 
ought to diſpleaſe me; and if my Siſter ſhon'd 
love him, he wou'd hate me more. I forefaw 
the Calamity which wou'd befall me, if he hap- 
pen'd to fancy her; and if his Inclination to her 
does not alter, I ſhalt nor be his Favourite long; 
I mean, not in Publick; for in his Heart F am 
not fo already. Tho” Don Ramirez was no leſs 
convinc'd of the Prince's Love than my ſelf, 
yet in hope of turning off my Thoughts from 
2 Fhing which created me fo much Pain, I 
don't know, anfwer'd he, what Grounds you 
have to believe Don Garcra loves your Siſter; 
he prars'd her, it ts true, the firſt time he ſaw 
her, bur J have. obſerv'd nothing in him ſince, 
which leoks like a Man in Love. However, 
if he did love her, where wou'd be the Misfor- 
tune of it? Why may he not marry her? He 
is not the firſt Prince who has marry'd one of 
his Subjects; it is impoſſible he ſnou'd find a 
Perſon more worthy of him; and if he marries | 
her, what a Glory will it be to your las” * 
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It is for this very Reaſon, anſwer'd I, that the 
King will never permit it; and unleſs he con- 
ſents, I ſhow'd not approve it my ſelf; per- 
haps alſo the Prince may not-have Reſolution 
or Conſtancy enough to effect it. In ſhort, 
it is an impracticable Thing; and I wou'd not 
have the Publick believe that I hazarded my Si- 
ſter's Reputation, upon the idle Proſpect of an 
Honour we ſhall never obtain. If Don Garcia 
therefore purſues his Love to Hermeneſilda, ſhe 
ſhall leave the Court. Ramirez was ſurpris'd 
at this warm Declaration, and fearing I ſhou'd 
embroil my ſelf with the Prince, reſolv'd to ac- 
quaint him with my Sentiments; imagining he 
might fairly do it without my Leave, ſince it 
was for my Advantage. But a Deſire to make 
a Merit with the Prince, and infinuate himſelf 
into his Confidence, had undoubtedly a princi- 
pal Share in this Reſolution. 

HE took his time to ſpeak with the Prince 
alone; and told him he was afraid he ſhou'd be 
guilty of Unfaithfulneſs to me, in diſcovering 
my Thoughts againſt my Will, but the Zeal 
he had for his Hi hneſs's Service, oblig'd. him 
to let him know I believ'd he was in Love 
with my Siſter ; and that I was ſo diſturb'd at 
it, that I had concluded to carry her from 
Court. Don Garcia was ſo confounded with this 
Diſcourſe of Ramirez, and the Apprehenſion 
of Hermeneſilda's Departure, that he cou'd not 
diſſemble it; but fince Ramirez cou'd have 
no Doubt of his Affection for my Siſter, he 
thought the beſt way was to confeſs it, and by 
that Confidence engage him to continue to in- 
form him of my Deſigns. He heſitated awhile 
before he cou'd determine, when at once em- 

bracing 
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bracing Ramirez, he own'd to him his Paſſion, 
and declar'd he had for my ſake done all he 
cou'd to conquer it; but he muſt either obtain 
Hermene/filda's Love, or periſh. He deſir'd his 
Aſſiſtance to conceal the Amour, and prevent 
her Removal. Ramirez was not of a Temper 
to reſiſt the Prince's Careſſes; he ſaw he was 
now coming to be his Favourite, and Friend- 
ſhip and Gratitude , were too weak to oppoſe 
Ambition. He promis'd the Prince to keep the 
Secret, and to do him Service with Hermene- 
filda. The Prince embrac'd him a ſecond time, 
and they conſulted together how to proceed in 
the Affair. 7 

THE firſt Obſtacle they thought on was 
Nugna Bella, who was never apart from my 
Siſter ; ſhe was therefore to be gain'd; and not- 
withſtanding the Difficulty they apprehended 
from her ſtrict Union with me, Ramrrez un- 
dertook to bring her over; but it muſt be the 
Prince's part, he ſaid, to perſuade me out of my 
Notion of his being in Love; adviſing him to. 


tell me in Rallery, it was only a merry Strata- 


gem to frighten me for a time, in Revenge of 
my ſuſpecting him ſo haſtily; but that my Fears 
went too far, and he deſir'd I wou'd no longer 
imagine he had any Intentions which I cou'd 
not approve. 

DON GARCTA was pleas'd with this Ex- 
pedient, and executed it immediately; and as 
he underſtood by Kamirex the particular Cir- 
cumſtances which caus'd my Suſpicion, it was 
eaſy tor, him to ſay they were all contriv'd on 
purpoſe, and that it was in a manner impoſſible 
I ſhou'd not have been led by them into that 


Opinion; as indeed I was very fully. I Ongar 
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I was now upon better Terms with the Prince 
than ever; and tho? I believ'd there had been 
ſomething in his Heart which he did not own, 
I fancy'd it was only a ſlight Affection which 
he had ſarmounted, I eſteem'd my ſelf alſo 
under 4 high Obligation to him, for having 
done it, as I ſuppos d, pare? on my Account. 
In ſhort, I was fatisfy'd with Don Garcia, and 
Ramirez had the Pleaſure to ſee me in that Si- 
tuation of Mind which he defir'd, and began 
to think upon engaging Nugna Bella in the 
88 in which he deſign'd to cmbark 
er. | 
HAviNG as good as fix' his Meaſures, he 
ſought an Opportunity of ſpeaking with her, 
which ſhe gave him 2 enough) know- 
ing I kept no Secrets from him, and that ſhe 
cou'd talk with him about every ng relating 
to us both. He began with expreſſing his Joy at 
the Reconciliation between the Prince and me.” 
Jam as glad of it, faid ſhe, as you; and have 
found Goxſalvo fo nicely tender upon the Affair 
of his Silter, that J was afraid he wou'd make 
a Quarrel with the Prince. If I thought, Ma- 
dam, anfwer'd he, you were one of thoſe who 
can conceal a Thing from a Lover, when it is 
for his Intereſt to do ſo, it wou'd mightily en- 
courage me to ſpeak to a Perſon ſo much con- 
cern'd as your ſelf in all that relates to Gonſalvo. 
For I foreſee a certain Matter, which makes 
me uneaſy; and *tis to you alone I can men- 
tion it; but it is upon Condition, Madam, you 
will not diſcloſe it even to him. I promiſe 
on, ſaid ſhe, and you ſhall find in me all the 
| 8 you can defire. As it is dangerous, I 
know, to conceal every thing from à Friend, ; 
| | it ; 
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it is ſo likewiſe to conceal nothing. You will 
ſee, Madam, reply'd he, of what Importance 
it is to keep this private, which I am going to 
tell you. Garcia has given Coxſalvo new 
Proofs of his Friendſhip, and has aſſur'd him, 
he thinks of his Siſter no more; but I am de- 
ceiv'd if he does not love her paſſionately, and a 
Man of the Prince's Temper cannot long con- 
ceal his Love, nor can one of Gonſalvo's ſuffer 
him to continue it, He will certainly break 
with the Prince, and loſe his Favour entirely. 
J confeſs, ſaid Nzgna Bella, I have had the 
ſame Suſpicions; and by what I have ſeen, and 
by ſome Things Hermeneſilda has told me, and 
which L,wou'd not let her mention to her Bro- 
ther, I eou'd hardly believe this Affair of Don 
Garcia was merely Fiction, and deſign'd only 
to alarm Gonſaldo. You ated very wiſely, 
Madam, anſwer'd Ramirez, and I think you 
will do well for the future, to prevent her 
faying any thing to her Brother concerning the 
Prince, becauſe it can do no-Service, and is 
dangerous. For if the Prince has only an in- 
different Paſſion, he will be able to hide it with- 


out much Difficulty, and by your prudent Ma- 


nagement with Hermeneſilda, ſhe may eaſily put 
an end to it. Goxſalvoquill know nothing of the 
Matter, by which you will ſave him an infinite 
Vexation, and keep him in the good Graces of 
the Prince. On the contrary, If Dos Garcia's 
Love is violent, is it impoffible, d'yc think, that 
he ſhowd marry Hermene/ilda? And ſhall we do 
Gonſalvo any harm, in concealing ſomething 
from him, if keeping it ſecret may make his 
Prince his Brother-in-Law? Certainly, Ma- 
dam, we ought to think on it matureſy before 

| | we 
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we go to hinder Don Garcia's Paſſion for Her- 
mene ſilda; and it concerns you to conſider it 


more than any, becauſe it is your Intereſt one . 


Day to ſee Her Queen, who in all likelihood 
will become your Siſter. . 

THESE laſt Words gave Nxgna Bella a. 
View which was not in her Thoughts before, 
and the hope of being Siſter-in-Law to the 
Queen, caus'd Ramirez's Reaſons to appear 
more ſubſtantial than in truth they were. In 
ſhort, he led her ſo dextrouſly into the Senti- 
ments he deſign'd, that they both agreed to con- 
ceal every thing from me, to ſift out the Prince's 
Inclination, and take their Meaſures according 
to the Diſcoveries they made. 

DON RAMIREZ being in Raptures at 
ſo ſucceſsful a Beginning, acquainted the Prince 
with what he had done, who was highly pleas'd, 
and allow'd him to let Nzgna Be 
he thought proper concerning -his Intentions. 
Ramirez return'd to her immediately, and gave 
her a long Account how he had brought the 
Prince to own his Paffion for my Siſter; adding 
he never ſaw a Man fo furiouſly enamour'd in 
his Life, and that he was amaz'd at the Violence 
the Prince put upon himſelf, for feat of: diſ- 
pleaſing me; and in ſhagt that there was no- 
thing they might not expect from a Perſon ſo 
deeply ſmitten ; but it was neceſſary however 


to encourage him with Hopes, in order to feed 


the Flame. Nugna Bella came into his Opinion, 


and 8 to do the Prince any Services with 
my 


iſter. 
RAMIREZ carry'd him back the News; 


he receiv'd it with incredible Joy, and embrac'd 


him a thouſand times; he was talking with him 
| con- 
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continually, and wou'd willingly have con- 
vers'd with no other; but he was oblig'd, he 
knew, not to alter his Conduct, nor his uſual 
manner of Behaviourtome. Ramzirezallo took 
care to conceal this new Favour, and his Re- 
morſe for his T reachery kept him in perpetual 
fear of my ſuſpecting it. - 

Ix a ſhort time Don Garcia ſpoke to Herme- 
neſi lda, and aflur'd her of his Paſſion with all poſſi- 
ble Ardour; and as he was truly in Love, he had 
no Difficulty to convince her of it. In herſelf 
ſhe was diſpos'd to receive him kindly ; but af- 
ter what I had ſaid to her, ſhe did not dare to 
follow the Dictates of her Heart. She told 
Nxgna Bella the Converſation ſhe had with the 
Prince; and Nzgxa Bella, upon the Pretences 
Ramirez had ſuggeſted to her, advis'd her to 
ſay nothing to me, and to behave herſelf ſo 
as to increaſe the Prince's Paſſion, and pre- 
ſerve his Eſteem : Adding, that whatever Aver- 
ſion I had ſhewn to the Thing, I wou'd undoubt- 
edly be pleas*'d with what was for my Advantage; 
but that for certain Reaſons, I wou'd take no 
Part in it, till Matters were more advanc'd. 
Hermeneſilda, who had the utmoſt Defference to 
Nugna Bella's Sentiments, embrac'd the Advice 
very readily, and her Fondneſs for the Prince 
was wonderfully inflam'd by ſo exalted a Pro- 
ſpect as that of a Crown. 

TRE Prince's Love to her was fo artfully 
conducted, that excepting the firſt Day when 
he took Notice of her Beauty, it was never 
ſuſpected by __ He did not converſe with 
her in Public, Nagna Bella ſupplying him with 
Opportunities in Private. I perceiv'd indeed 
an Abatement in his Friendſhip, but I imputed 

| I 
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it to the Inequality of Temper, which is com- 
mon in Youth. 
TrinGs were in this Situation, when Ab- 
dala, King of Cordua, with whom and the Kin 
of Leon there had been a long Truce, renew 
the War: Nugnez Fernando, my Father, by his 
Polt, had the Right of commanding the Armies ; 
and tho' the King was very unwilling to ſet 
him at the Head of his Troops, he cou'd not 
retuſe him, unleſs he impeach'd him of ſome 
Crime, and put him under an Arreſt. Dos Gar- 
cia indeed might have been appointed Com- 
mander over . but the King diſtruſted his 
Son even more than he did the other, and 
dreaded to ſee them together with ſo great a 
Force. But Biſcay, on the other hand, begin- 
ning to revolt, he reſolv'd to ſend Don Eracia 
thither, and that my Father ſhou'd march againſt 
the Moors, I wow'd gladly have ſerv'd with 
my Father, but the Prince was defirous I ſhow'd 
follow him to Biſcay, and the King choſe ra- 
ther to have me go with his Son, than with the 
Count of Ca Ae I was oblig'd to comply, 
and to ſee Nagnez Fernando, who. ſet forward 
the firſt, depart without me. He was extreme- 
ly ſorry I did not accompany him; and beſides 
other important Reaſons he had to wiſh me in 
his Army, Affection itſelf alſo had its Place; 
for he lov'd my Siſter and me beyond Ex- 
preſſion; he carry'd our Pictures about him, that 
he might always. have us before his Eyes, and 
ſhew others the Beauty of his Children, to 
whom, | think, I told you, he was moſt fond- |: 
ly prejudic'd. He march'd againſt Abdala with Þ 
a conſiderable Power, but much inferior to that 
of the Moors; and inſtead of oppoſing their _ 
age 
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ſage in Places fortify'd by Nature, a Deſire to 
do ſomething extraordinary, made him hazard a 
Battel in a Plain, where he had no Advantage 
to favour his Inequality of Strength. He loft 
it ſoabſolutely, that he ſcarcely ſav d himſelf; his 
whole Army was cut in Pieces, and all their Bag- 
gage taken, and the Moors never obtain'd fo great 
2 Victory over the Chriſtians. | 

Tre King was extremely griev'd at the Loſs, 
he accus'd the Count of Caſtiie, and juſtly; and 
as he rejoic'd to humble him, he embrac'd the 
preſent Occafion : And when my Father wou'd 
have appear'd to juſtify himſelf, he caus'd him 
to be told, he wou'd never fee him more, that 
he remov'd him from all his Places, and he 
ought to think himſelf very happy in having his 
Lite, and that he order'd him to retire to his 
own Lands. My Father obey'd, and went to 
Caſtle in all the Deſpair of an ambitious Man, 


whoſe Reputation and Fortune had ſuffer'd fo 


unexpected a Dimanition. 

Tre Prince was not yet ſet out for Biſcay, 
being detain'd by a dangerous Illneſs. T 
King march'd againſt the Moors in Perfon, with 
what Forces he cou'd rally. I defir'd Leave to 
accompany him, which he granted me, tho' with 
Difficulty. He was willing to involve me in 
my Father's Diſgrace; but as I had no Share in 
his MiſconduR, and the Prince always expreſs'd 
the higheft Friendſhip to me, the King did 
not adventure to baniſh me alfo to Caſtile. I 
went with the King, and Don Ramirez ſtay'd 
behind with the Prince. Nægna Bella ſeem'd 
wonderfully concern'd at my Misfortune and 
at our Separation, an I departed at leaſt 
with the Satisfaction of believing my ſelf _ 
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cerely lov'd by one whom I lov'd with the ut- 
moſt Truth. | 
TEE Prince not being in a Condition to take 
the Field, Don Ordogno, his Brother, was ſent 
to Biſcay in his ſtead. He was as unhappy in 
his Expedition as the King was ſucceſsful in his. 
He was defeated, and was like to be kill'd; but 
the King routed the Moors, and conſtrain'd them 
to ſue for Peace. It was my good Fortune al- 
ſo to do a conſiderable Service, tho* it did not 
procure me better Treatment from the King; 
nor cou'd the Reputation I had gain'd, make me 

ut off the Air of a Man in Diſgrace; and when 
i return'd to Leon, I perceiv'd that Glory does 
not give the ſame Gayety and Splendor with 
Favour. | 

DON GARCTA improv'd my Abſence, to 
viſit Hermeneſilda frequently; and yet with 
ſuch Precaution, that he was perceiv'd by none. 
He ſtudied all Methods to pleaſe her, and gave 
her Hopes that he wou'd one Day place her 
upon the Throne of Leon, and expreſs'd ſuch 
an abundant Love, that ſhe refign'd her Heart to 
him without Reſerve. 

As this Intelligence was carry'd on by Don 
Ramirez and Nugna Bella, they were oblig'd to 
ſee each other off 
was ſuch, that even a flight View of it was 
dangerous. Ramirex's Admiration of her in- 
creas'd daily; and ſhe was alſo pleas'd with his 
Wit, which was in truth agreeable. The 
cloſe Correſpondence ſhe kept with him, and 
the Management of the Affair of the Prince and 
Hermeneſilda, enabled her to bear my Abſence 
with leis Regret than ſhe expected. 


AT 


en; and Nugna Bella's Beauty 
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Ax his Return, the King gave Nugnex Fer- 
nando's Places and Commands to the Father of 
Don Ramirez; upon which Occaſion I did even 
more than cou'd be look'd for from an undiſ- 
ſembled Friend. After the Services I had per- 
form'd in the laſt two Wars, I might well have 
pretended to the Poſts of which my Father was 
depriv'd. Yet I made no Oppoſition to the 
King's Diſpoſal. I fought out Ramirez, and 
told him, that in the Trouble I was under to 


ſee our Family ſtripp'd of ſuch noble Imploy- 


ments, my only Conſolation was the Advan- 
tage it had brought to him. Tho” Ramirez 
wanted not Wit, he cou'd make me no An- 
ſwer; theſe Tokens of a Friendſhip he had 
ſo little deſerv'd confounded him; but I put 
ſo generous a Conſtruction upon his Embaraſs- 
ment at the Time, that he cou'd not have led 
me into a better by any Expreſſions. | 

TRE giving my Father's Poſts to another 
Family, made all the Court believe his Diſgrace 
was beyond Recovery. Don Ramirez had, in a 
Manner, ſucceeded me, by the Dignities be- 
ſtow'd on his Father, and by his own Favour 
with the Prince, which was apparent enough, 
notwithſtanding the Care both of them took to 
conceal it; and every one inſenſibly fell over 
to the Side of the new Favourite, and by De- 
grees abandon'd me. 

NUGNA BELL A had not a Paſſion firm 
enough, to prevent This making an Impreſſion 
upon her Mind. It was my- Fortune as well 
as my Perſon which had engag'd her Affection: 
I was diſgrac'd ;- and there was no I ye now 
left upen her, but Love; and ſhe had not enough 
of that to govern ſuch a Temper as her own : 
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I ſoon diſcover'd therefore a Coldneſs in 
her Behaviour. I made my Complaints to 
Don Ramirez, and even ſpoke of it to herſelf. 


She aſſur'd me ſhe was not chang'd in the leaſt, 


and as I had no particular Action to accuſe her 
of, and was diſturb'd only at the general Man- 
ner of her Carriage, it was very eaſy for her to 
juſtify herſelf; which ſhe did with fo much Diſ- 


ſimulation and Skill, that ſhe made me fecure 


for a Time. 
RAMIREZ talk'd with her about my Suſ- 


8 of her being alter'd, and did it with a 


eſign to find What Truth there was in it, 
and undoubtedly in Hope to ſee I was not de- 
ceiv'd. I am not chang'd, ſaid ſhe, at all, I 


love him as much as ever; but if I did not, he 


wou'd have no Ir to complain. Is theBe- 
ginning of our Paſſions, or the End of them in 
our Power ? She look'd upon him, while ſhe 
ſpoke, with an Air which ſo perfectly convinc'd 
him her Love to me was expir'd, that he was 
encourag'd to gaze upon the Beauty of this faith- 
leſs Creature Without Reſtaint; in a word, he 
was ſo ſtruck at the Inſtant, that being no 
longer Maſter of himſelf,» You are in the Right, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, we have no Command 
over our Paſſions, I feel One now in my own 
Breaſt which is not to be reſiſted ; and you will 
pleaſe to remember, you allow'd That is not 
in our Power. Nagua Bella, who readily un- 
derſtood his Meaning, appear'd embarraſs'd, 
and fo was Ramires himſelf; as he had ut- 
ter'd this in a Heat, he was preſently amaz'd 
at what he had done; and all that he ow'd to 
my Fricndſhip ruſting 2t once into bis Mind, 
he was troubled, and caſting down his —— 
too 


— 


S ee 
n 


part J. D. 45 


ſtood in a profound Silence. Nagna Bella, for 
Reaſons much the ſame, ſaid nothing, and they 
parted without ſpeaking a Word. Don Rami 
rez repented of what he had ſaid. Nagna Bella 
was ſorry ſhe had made him'no Anſwer. Ra- 
mirez was in the wildeſt Confuſion, but reco- 
vering a little, he began to refle& upon his own 
Thoughts; and the more he reflected, the more 
he found his Heart was enſnar' d. Heperceiv'd the 
Danger he was in by often ſeeing Nzgna Bella; 
and that the Pleaſure he took in her Converſa- 
tion was of another Nature than he had ima- 
in'd. In ſhort, he now perceiv'd his guilty 
ve, *and that he began to withſtand it too 
late. 

TRE Certainty he had that Nagna Bella no 
longer valued me, ſeduc'd him intirely to neg- 
lect defending himſelf againſt this new-born 
Paſſion; and he eſteem'd it a ſort of Excuſe, 
that his Affection to her did not begin, till her 
Regard for me was at an End. There was al- 
ſo a Charm to him, in r to gain a 
Heart, of which he perceiv'd I was not ſo ab- 
ſolutely poſſeſs'd, but there was Room left 
tor him to hope; and which I had yet ſo much 
the Poſſeſſion of, that it wou'd be a Glory for 
him to win it from me. But when he came to 
conſider it was Gonſaluo he deſign'd to ſupplant, 
that Goxſalvo to whom he ow d ſo unreſerv'd 
and ſincere a Friendſhip, he was cover'd with 
Shame, and ſtruggled againſt his Inclination ſo 
much, that he thought he had quell'd it. He 
reſolv'd likewiſe to ſpeak no more to Nugna 
1 of his Love, and to avoid her Conver- 
ation. 
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NUGNA BELLA, who only repented ſhe 
Had not arifwer'd Ramirez, as ſhe ought, had 
no ſach generous Reflections. She imagin'd it 
became her indeed not to ſeem to underſtand 
what he ſaid, but that ſhe ought to have a Ten- 
gerneſs for a Man with whom ſhe was ſo uni- 
red in Intereſts ; ſhe perſwaded herſelf that he 
had no Defign in rag, tho' ſhe well knew 
he had had a Fondneſs to her for a confiderable 
Time: In ſhort, to ſecure her Credit, and yet 
not oblige herſelf to treat Ramirez ill, ſhe af- 
fected not to believe a Thing of which it was 
Not poſſible for her to doubt. | 

RAMIREZ purſued the honourable Reſo- 
lution he had form'd, for a while; but, alas 
what were the Means he us'd to execute it? 
He faw Nugna Bella every Day; ſhe was hand- 
ſome; ſhe loy'd me no more; ſhe receiv'd him 
well; and all thoſe Circumſtances cou'd never 
be refiſted. At laſt therefore he determin'd to 
follow the Motions of his Heart ; upon which 
his Remorſe immediately vaniſh'd. His firſt 
Treachery to me prepar'd the Way to the ſe- 
cond ; and he became accuſtom'd to deceive 
me, and to conceal from me what he ſaid to 
Nzpna Bella. He told her plainly, that he lov'd 
her, and ſpoke it with all the Marks of an un- 
diſſembled Flame. In magnifying the Com- 
FLO it gave him to violate our Friendſhip, 

e let her ſee the Fervour of his Paſſion knew 
no Bounds. He aſſur'd her, he had no Ex- 
pectation of procuring himſelf to be lov'd again; 
that he was ſenſible of the Advantage I had 
over him, and of the Impoſſibility of expelling 
me from her Mind; that he only deſir'd the 
Favour of her to hear him, and aſſiſt him to 

Cure 


cure himſelf, and to conceal his Weakneſs from 
me. Nagua Bella promis'd him the laſt, as a 
Thing ſhe * ſhe ought to do, leaſt there 
mond happen ſome Miſchief between us; and 
as for the reſt, ſhe told him with all imaginable 
Mildneſs, ſhe cou'd not grant it; fince ſhe ſhou'd 
eſteem herſelf an Accomplice in his Crime, if 
ſhe permitted him to continue it. Yet did ſhe 
not forbear to encourage it; for his Love to her, 
and the Friendſhip the Prince had for him, drew 
her over entirely to his Side. I appear'd leſs 
amiable in her Eyes; there was no longer a Pro- 
ſpect of riſing by an Affiance with me; and ſhe 
had only the Certainty of a Baniſhment to Ca- 
ſtile in view: She knew the King had it always 
at Heart to confine me there; and that the 
Prince oppos'd it merely from a Point of Ho- 
notir. She ſaw no Likelihood of his marrying 
Hermeneſilda: She was the Confident of this 
Amour; and that Paſſion of the Prince, and 
Ramirez's Love to herſelf, were the Founda- 
tion of her Intereſt with Don Gracia. The King, 
ſhe believ'd, was leſs inclin'd to conſent to our 
Marriage than before, but had no Objection: to 
her eſpouſing Ramirez, She found all thoſe 
Things in him, which had pleas'd her in me; 
and imagin'd Prudence it ſelf wou'd my $a 
Change; and that ſhe ought to forſake a Man 
who cou'd not be her Husband, for another 
who certainly wou'd. A Woman's Levity does 
not always need ſuch important Reaſons, to pro- 
voke it. Nagna Bella then determin'd to en- 
oe with Ramirez; but was already engag'd, 
th by her Affection and Words, when ſhe 
ſuppos'd ſhe had only refolv'd to be 10. 
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Vr as fix'd to do it as ſhe was, ſhe had not 
the Heart to let me ſee ſhe deſerted me in the 
time of my Diſgrace ; nor cou'd Raxrrez, bear 
to own his Perfidiouſneſs. They agreed that 
Nugna Bella ſhow'd carry it to me as ufual, be- 
heving it wou'd be eaſy to keep me from ob- 
{erving her Change; becauſe as I conſtantly un- 
boſom'd even my lighteſt Suſpicions to Kami- 
rev, ſhe cou'd know them by him, and readil 

prevent them. They reſolv'd likewiſe to diſ- 
cloſe their Affair to the Prince, and bring him 


into their Intereſt. Ramirez was to break it to 


him ;- but this was not a Thing he cou'd do 
without Difficulty ; the Shame and Fear of be- 
ing diſcountenanc'd embarraſs'd him; how- 
ever, the Power he had over Don Garcia, by 
his Confidence of his Amour with my Siſter, 
ve him Courage. In a word, he made the 
33. he deſir'd upon the Prince's Mind, 
who even undertook to ſpeak to Nugua Bella 
in his behalf; and this new Favourite had his 
Maſter for a Confident, as he was Confident 
to his Maſter. | 
NUGNA BELLA, who apprehended the 
Prince wou'd condemn her Conduct, was over- 
joy'd at the Succeſs : This heighten'd the com- 
mon Union between them; they form'd their 
Meaſures for concealing their Correſpondence; 
and as Ramirez's private Converſations with 
the Prince might give me Umbrage, becauſe in 
Appearance they ought to have no Secrets to 
me, they concluded he ſhou'd go to the Prince 
by a private Stair-caſe, at Hours when no body 
was by, and that they ſhou'd never talk together 
in Publick. Thus I was betray'd, and 2 
| on' 
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don'd by thoſe I lov'd beſt, without being able 
to ſuſpect it. 388. 

My only Grief was to ſee an Alteration in 
the Heart of Nugna Bella. I complain'd to 
Don Ramirez, who gave her Notice of it, 'that 
ſhe mig t diſguiſe her ſelf the better; but 


when I ſeem'd to be eaſy he was in Pain, 


thinking my Repoſe proceeded from Nagua 
Bella's Sincerity. He delir'd her therefore not 
to deceive me 10 well; fhe obey'd, and neglect- 
ed me more than ordinary ; ſo that he had the 
Pleaſure to ſee his Rival come to him to com- 
plain of that ill Treatment which he receiv'd by 
his Orders; he had the Joy alſo ſometimes, 
when he had pray'd her to put a Conſtraint upon 
herſelf, to learn by mc it was no Conſtraint to 
her to treat me ſhily. And there was ſuch a 
Charm both to his Glory and his Love, in ha- 
ving deſtroy'd ſuch a Rival as I appear'd to be, 
and to fee my Peace depend upon. his lighteſt 
Expreſſions, that if Jcalouſy had not infected 
him, he wou'd have been the happieſt Man in 


the World. 


WHILE I was buſied with my Amour, my 
Father was purſuing his Ambition. He form'd 
ſuch Cabals and Intrigues in his Baniſhment, 
that he thought himſelf in a Condition to un- 
dertake an open Revolt. But he was oblig'd to 
begin by withdrawing me from the Court, I 
being a Hoſtage too dear and too conſiderable 
to be left in the Hands of a King, with whom 
he deſign'd to make a War. He was not ſo 
uneaſy for my Siſter; her Sex, and her Beauty, 
being able to protect her from Miſchief. He 
diſpatch'd a truſty Meſſenger, to acquaint me 
with the State of his * and order me 00 

. 3 e 
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the ſame time to come to him, and quit the 
Court without taking Leave of the King or the 
Prince. This Meſſenger was ſurpris'd to find 
any Sentiments ſo different from my Father*s: I 
told him I wou'd never conſent to ſo unjuſt a 
Revolt; it was true, the King had us'd Nzgnez 
Fernando ill, in revoking his Imployments ; but 
he ought to bear the Diſgrace which he had in 
tome ſort deſerv'd: For my ſelf I was refoly'd 
not to Jeave the Court, and wou'd never take 
Arms againſt the King. He carried back my 
Anſwer to my Father, who was inrag'd to ſee 
his Defigns confounded, juſt at the Point of 
Execution, by my Diſobedience. He ſent me 
word (tho' he did not intend it) that he wow'd 
7 on, and ſince I had ſo little Submiſſion to 
is Will, he wou'd not alter his Reſolution, 
5 he King of Leon ſnhou'd ſtrike off my 
lea | 
RAMIRE Z's Paſſion for Nzgna Bella in- 
creas'd continually, and he cou'd no longer en- 
dure the Behaviour he was oblig'd to keep up 
towards me; Madam, ſaid he to her, one 
when ſhe had had a long Converſation with 
me, you behold him with the ſame Eyes as be- 
fore; you ſay the ſame Words to him; you 
Write the ſame Things, and how can I be aſ- 
ſur'd it is not with the ſame Sentiments ? He 
has pleas'd you, and e 3 you 
ſtill. But you know, ſaid ſne, 1 vg 
without your Direction. True, Madam, anſwer” 
he, and this renders my Misfortune inſupporta- 
ble, that I muft in Prudence adviſe you to do 
thoſe Things, which make me deſperate when 
you do them. It was never heard, that a Lo- 
ver conſented to have his Rival treated — 
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I know not how, Madam, to allow you to 
look upon Conſalvo. There is nothing I wow'd 
not do to take him off, rather than live in my 

reſent Condition; and after having depriv'd 
bim of your Heart, I ought not to think it 
much to take away his Life. Vour Paſſion, 
reply'd Nzgua Bella, is ſo extravagant, that I 
believe you will not purſue it; conſider what 
Diſcoveries will eſcape you, if you indulge this 
Rage againſt Gonſalvo, and what a Shame you 
will bring upon your ſelf. Madam, ſaid he, I ſee 
it all ; but I ſee alſo, that if it is Madneſs almoſt 
to attempt what I mention'd, it muſt be abſo- 
lutely ſuch to ſuffer a Man who is amiable and 
has pleas'd you, to talk with you every Day in 
ſecret. If I did not know it, I ſhou'd have the 
barbarous Comfort of being deceiv'd; but I 
know it ; I ſee him talk to you; it is my {felt 
who carry him your Letters, it is I who ſatiſ- 


fy him when he doubts of your Love. It is. 


impoſſible T can go on to offer my ſelf all this 
Violence; if you deſire to give me Eaſe, pro- 
cure that Gonſalvo may leave the Court, and 


the Prince yield to his being ſent to ay dg | 


which the King is prefling him to every Day. 
RefleQ, I beſeech you, cry'd ſhe, what an 
Action it is you are putting me upon. I do, 
anſwer'd Ramirez ; but after all you have al- 
ready done, there is no room left for Conduct; 
and if you ſcruple cauſing Conſalvo to be ſent 
from Court, I ſhall be convinc'd I have more 
Reaſon, than I thought, to wiſh his Abſence. 
Once more, Madam, how ſhall I be afſur'd 
you do not love him? You ſee him; you talk 
With him, and you are ſenſible he loves yon: 
Your Heart, you ſay is chang'd; but your Be- 
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haviour is not. In ſhort, nothing can ſatisfy 
me, unleſs you endeavour to get him remov'd; 
and as long as I perceive you averſe to that, I 
ſhall believe you ſcarcely uſe Conſtraint, when 
ou ſay you love him. Very well, anſwer'd 
#gna Bella, I have already acted many Trea- 
cheries for the ſake of your Love, and there- 
fore I muſt add this alſo ; but do you then fur- 
nifh the Means, for the Prince inflexibly refuſes 
the King to baniſh him, and it is not likely he 
ſhou'd agree to ſo unreaſonable a Requeſt as this 
of mine. I will take it upon me, ſaid Rami 
rex, to propoſe it to the Prince; and provided 
you will let him ſee you are willing of it, I do 
not queſtion prevailing. She promis'd him; 
and the fame Evening, under the Pretence of 
their common Intereſt requiring it, Ramirez 
mov'd the Prince to baniſh me, and make a Me- 
rit of it with the King. The Prince readily 
conſented ; for he was ſo aſham'd of what he had 
done againſt me, that my Preſence was odious, 
as reproaching him continually with his Weak- 
nels. Nugua Bella declar'd herſelf, as ſhe had 
promis'd Ramirez, and they reſolv'd the Prince 

ſnou'd take the firſt Opportunity to let the Kin 

underſtand he oppos'd my Exile no longer, an 
was willing I ſhou'd be diſmiſs'd the Court, fo 
- might ſeem to be done againſt his Con- 
ent. 2 
AN Occaſion quickly offer'd: For the King 
fell into a Paſſion at his Son, for ſomething he 
had done without his Order, and accus'd me 
of adviſing him. The Prince not daring to ſee 
him, feign'd himſelf ill, and kept his Bed ſeve- 
ral Days. The Queen, according to her Cu- 
ſtom, labour'd to reconcile them; ſhe went - 
T” : cr 
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her Son, to tell him on the Part of his Father, 
what Complaints he had againſt him. Madam, 
anſwer' d the Prince, it is not this which cauſes 
| his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure. I know the Spring ; 
1 it is an inyincible Averſion he has to Gonſalvo; 
he charges him with every thing that offends 
him; he wou'd have him baniſh'd, and will 
always be diſlatisfied ?till I agree to it. I love 
Gonſalvo, tenderly, but I ſee clearly I muſt do 
my ſelf the Violence to part with him, ſince l 
can at no other Price obtain the King my Fa- 
ther's Favour. Acquaint him therefore, Ma- 
| dam, if you pleaſe, that I conſent to his Exile; 
but upon Condition that my having conſented 
= ſhall not be known. The Ee was ſurpris'd 
at her Son's Diſcourſe; It is not for me, ſaid 
ſhe, to, wonder you ſhou'd have a Deference 
for your Father's Will; but I own, I am aſto- 
niſh'd at your being willing of Goxſalv's Ba- 
niſhment. The. Prince excus'd it by fictitious 
Reaſons, and turn'd the Converſation to ano- 
ther Subject. 
Wulrk they were talking, Eluira, one of 
the Queen's Women, who was a I'riend to me 
and to Nzgza Bella, happen'd to be ſo near 
the Bed, that ſhe overheard all the Queen and 
Prince ſaid concerning me. Ste ſtood in ſuch 
an Amazement, reflecting what cou'd produce 
this extraordinary Change in the Prince's Mind, 
that I was come into the Chamber, and began 
to ſpeak to her, before ſhe perceiv'd me. I 
wak'd her out of her Trance ; You ought to 


think your ſelf oblig'd to me, ſaid ſhe, for I 
have learn'd a Thing here, which fo aftoniſhes 
me, that I cannot comprehend it. At this ſhe 
told me the Converſation, which put me into a 

N Ds Con- 
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Conſternation far greater than hers. I caus'd 
her to repeat it a ſecond time, and juſt as ſhe 
had done, the Queen's going away broke off 
our Diſcourſe. I-quitted the Room with her, 
and not having the Heart in my preſent Condi- 
tion to ſtay with the Prince, went to walk = 
my ſelf in the Gardens of the Palace, to refle 
upon ſo ſtrange an Adventure. 1 
I cou'd not imagine a Prince who treated me 
ſo well, wou'd be willing to have me driven 
from Court without Provocation; nor cou'd I 
conceive what ſhou'd make him defire my Ab- 
ſence; nor why he ſhou'd expreſs a'Friendſhip 
to me, when he really had none. In ſhort, I 
cou'd not perſuade my ſelf what I had heard 
was true, and that Don Garcia was ſo weak as 
to deſert me. As I lov'd him extremely, this 
Change of his touch'd me to the Soul; and not 
being able to contain my Sorrow, I wanted to 
ſeek out Ramirez to eaſe my ſelf, by opening 
my Complaints to him. 
In this Thought I walk'd up to the Palace, 
and met with an Officer of the Chamber to the 
Prince, whom I had recommended to him, and 
who was nearer his Perſon than any other. I 
- defir'd him to ſee if Don Ramirez was with the 
Prince, and to beg him from me to meet me 
this Moment. He told me Ramirez was not 
there, and eertainly wou'd not come, accord- 
ing to his Cuſtom, till all Company was with. 
- drawn. This ſurpris'd me exceedingly, and 1 
'-thought at firſt I had miſunderſtood him: How- 
ever, it made an Impreſſion upon me, and 
brought ſeveral things to my Mind, which gave 
me a Suſpicion Ramirez had an Intelligence 
with the Prince, which he never communicated 
wh, | to 


to me. At another time I ſhou'd not have 
ſuſpected it; hut what I had juſt now diſeover'ꝗ 
of Don Carcia's Treachery, made me belieye 
every one Was capable of betraying me. I ask'd 
him whether Ramirez often viſited the Prince 


alone: He reply'd, he wonder'd I ſhou'd ask 


= 


ſuch a Queſtion, ſince he cou'd not ſuppoſe I 
was ignorant either of his Converſations with 
the Prince, or of the Subject of them. I an- 
ſwer'd, 1 knew nothing of either, and thought 
it very range he had not acquainted me with 
them. He tancy'd I pretended ny ſelf igno- 
rant, to ſee if he wou'd tell me the ih and 
to convince me he cou'd keep nothing ſecret 
from me, related to me the Prince's Amour 
with my Siſter, and the Part Dan Ramirez had 
in it. He had heard them talk together ſeveral 
Times, he ſaid, when they imagin'd themſelves 
in private, and had learn'd the other Particulars 
of him whom the Prince entruſted with bis 
Letters to Hermeucſilda. Thus was I inform'd 

of all, except what regarded Naga Bella. 
Jam no more to ſeek, exclaim'd I in a 
Tranſport of Rage, whence Don Garci9's 
Change ariſes; his ſhameful Treachery to me 
renders my Preſence inſupportable. What 
Don Garcia loves my Siſter ! And my Siſter 
ſuffers it! And Ramirez is their Confident ! I 
curb'd my ſelf at theſe Words, not being wil- 
ling this Officer ſhou'd ſee my Reſentment, 
and bade him take no Notice to any one of 
What he had told me. I went home with a 
Trouble upon my Spirits, which depriv'd qme 
of my Senſes. When I was alone I abandon'd 
my ſelf to Fury and Deſpair; I reſolv'd a thou- 
ſand times to go and ſtab the Prince and Rami- 
reg, 


which 
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rez, and had all the Thoughts of Madneſs and 
Vengeance, which cou'd puſh me to extrava- 
gant Deſigns. After I had compos'd my Mind 
a little, to conſider and fix the Means of re- 
venging myſelf, my Intention was to fight Ra- 
mirex, to carry Nagna Bella to Caſtille, to ob- 
tain her Father's Permiſſion to marry her; and 
as he was in the ſame Deſign of a Revolt as 


Nugnez Fernando, I purpos'd to join them 


and encourage them, and declaring War again 
the 55 of Leon, to overturn that Throne to 
ou Garcia was to ſucceed. I paus'd at 
ſuch a Reſolution, it being contrary to all the 
Sentiments I ever had before; but I was hurried 
away by the Violence of my Deſpair. 
I was to ſee Nzgna Bella that Evening, and 
waited for the Hour with Impatience; and the 


Hopes of finding her affected with my Misfor- 


tune, gave me all the Comfort I cou'd receive. 
As I was preparing to go, a Man whom ſhe 


truſted, and who had often brought me Letters 


from her, put one into my Hand, and told me ſhe 
was very ſorry ſhe cou'd not meet me that Even- 
ing; but it was impoſſible, for Reaſons expreſs'd 
in the Letter. I reply'd, it was abſolutely neceſ- 


. fary I ſhou'd ſpeak with her, and I wou'd write 


an Anſwer, and defir'd him to ſtay. I with- 
drew into my Cloſet, and opening her Letter 


found it as follows. 


I Don't know whether I ought to thank you 
for giving me leave to appear griev'd to Gon- 
ſfivo, when he goes away. I ſhou'd have teen 


very eaſy if you had forbidden me, for I ſhowd 


then have had ſome Reaſon not to do a Thing 
which will create me ſo much Conſtraint. 7 bo 
you 
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you. have been diſturb'd 5 the” Behaviour I 
have ſhewn him ſiuce his Return, I have been 
more. You won'd not queſtion it, you knew the 
Pain I have to tell a Man I us longer love, that 
IT love him, when at the ſame time I am diſtract᷑. 
ed for having ever lov'd him, and cou d periſh for 
having pronounc'd but to your ſelf, all thoſe Words 
1 am oblig'd to ſpeak to him. "When once he it 
gone, yon will be ſenſible of the Injuſtice you do 
me; and the Foy you will ſee me in at his De- 
parture, will. convince you of it more than all m 
Expreſſions. Hermenefilda 7s angry at the 
Prince, for talking Yeſterday a. good while with 
a Woman, of whom ſhe had before declar'd a 
Fealouſy; this made her not accompany the 
Queen, when ſhe went to Viſit him. He muſt 
not let ber find that he knows this; for I pro- 
mis'd her to ſay nothing of it; ſhe loves him ſo 
_ that---- ; #'H | 

was interrupted here by a T hing which 
gives me the laſt Uneaſineſs. One of my Com- 
panious overheard all the Prince ſaid to the Queen 
Yefterday concerning Gonſalvo, to whom ſhe im- 
parted it immediately; ſhe related it to me as the 
moſt aſtoniſhing and diſmal Piece of News I 
cou d hear. It is impoſſible but Gonſalvo muſt 
ſuſpect you know ſomething of the Prince's. De- 
ſigus, and unravel the Truth in a great Meaſure. 
p = what Difficulties may this produce? The 
Thought of it troubles me ſo much, that I don't 
know what I do. I have writt to him that I 
can't meet him this Evening; for I dare not run 
the Hazard of talking with him, ma ou haue 
not ſeen him ſince, nor given me Iuſtructions 


what to ſay. Adieu. Judge the Diſturbance 1 
am in, 5 


5 
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I was ſo. overwhelm'd upon reading this Let- 
ter, that I knew not what I ſaid or did. _ 
Rage and Frenzy were rais'd to the hig 

Pitch, at the Treacheries I had before diſco- 
ver'd; but thoſe Sentiments were too weak and 
common for this, which-a mere Accident had 


now brought to Light. I ſtood without Speech 
or Motion for a — while, in a wild Con- 


fuſion of "Thought, and was overborne with the 
Torrents of my Grief. - | 

ARE you unfaithful to me, Nagna Bella? 
I then cry'd out at once; do you add to your 
Change of Mind the Outrage of deceiving me, 
and of conſenting I ſnou'd be deceived by him 
whom next your ſelf I loy'd the beft? Theſe 
are too many Misfortunes at a Time, and are 
of ſuch a Nature, that it wou'd be more 
ſhameful to reſiſt them, than to ſink ander them. 
I yield to a Cruelty of the moſt deadly Kind 
that ever Man endur'd. I had Power and Re- 
ſolutions of Revenge againſt an ungrateful 
Prince, and an unfaithful Friend; but I have 
none againſt Nzgna Bella. I was more happy 


in her than in all the World beſides; ſince 


ſhe abandons me, all is indifferent to me, and 
1 renounce a Revenge which can give me no 
Joy. Not long ſince I was the firſt Man in 
the whole Kingdom, by my Father's Greatneſs 
and my own, and by the Favour of my Prince. 
1 thought my ſelf lov'd by thoſe, who were 
dear to me. But Fortune has left me; I am 
deſerted by my Maſter, deceiv'd by my Siſter, 


-betray'd by my Friend; I have loſt my Miſtreſs, 


and loſt her by my Friend! Is it poſſible, Nug- 
na Bella, that you have forſaken me for Rami- 


vez? Is it poſſible, Ramirez ſhould deſire to 


take 
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take you from a Man who low'd yon To paf- 
ſionately, and by whom he Was himſelf ſo ten- 
derly belov'd? Muſt I then loſe you by one 
another, and without ſo much as the ſlender 
Conſolation of having one of you left to whom 
T can make my Complaint! 8 


THESE bitter Reflections overſet my Reaſon. 


The leaſt of the Misfortunes which befell me 
that Day was ſufficient to have oppreſsd me 
with mortal Sorrow: But ſuch a Multitude 
together amaz'd and confounded me, and I 
knew not which to turn my Thoughts upon. 
He, who brought me Nagua Bella's Letter, ſent 
in to tell me he ſtay'd for my Anſwer; at 
which I wak'd as out of a Dream, and re- 
ply'd I wou'd fend it to- Morrow; and order'd 
every one to leave the Room. 

I ſe my ſelf then to conſider the Condition 
which 1 had been in, and in which I now 
was. So ſevere an Experience of the Incon- 
ſtancy of Fortune, and the Unfaithfulneſs of 
Human Kind inſpir'd me with a Deſign to re- 
nounce for ever all Commerce with the World, 


and go and end my Life in a Deſart; which 


my Grief convinc'd me was the only Courſe 
] cou'd take. I had no Place whither I couꝰ'd 
retire, unleſs to my Father; I knew the De- 
ſign he had to revolt; but as deſperate as I was, 
1 cowd not ſuffer my ſelf to draw Sword a- 
youre a King, Who never injur'd me. If 
had only been abandon'd by Fortune, I cou'd 
have found a Pleaſure in oppoſing her, and ma- 
king her ſee that I-deſerv'd what ſhe had given 
me. But after I -was deceiv'd by ſo many Per- 
ſons whom 1 had lov'd ſo highly, and in whom 
J thought my ſelf ſo ſecure, what Hope — 
there 


1 
— — 

va La 5 — y 

TOS * 


— 
— — — — 
Ie. - 3 6 
— — - 


> — — — — - — 


= 
» 
TEC, P — 
ede, 


* * 
— w hey 


EFI ¹!.. ꝛ¹¹¹—³ RC Sp... == * > 


AA 


"Cog 


— 


1 
1.8 
I: 
| 


GH £ZA7 DE. Part]: 


there for me to flatter my ſelf withal? Can I 


ſerve a Maſter better, ſaid I, than I have ſerv'd 


D Garcia? Can I love a Friend better than 
I have lov'd Ramirez ? Can I have a greater 
Paſſion for a Miſtreſs, than I have had for Nag- 


na Bella? Yet they have betray'd me! I muſt 
make a full Retreat therefore, to hide my ſelf 
from the Treachery of Men, and the dangerous 


Power of Women. | 


As T had taken this Reſolution, I ſaw com- 
ing into the Room a Man of Quality and 

erit, call'd Don Olmond, who always had a 
Kindneſs for me. He was Brother to Elvira, 
who had inform'd me of the Prince's Falſhood, 
and by whom he underſtood what Don Gracia 
had ſaid to the Queen: He was extremely ſur- 
pris'd to diſcern in my Countenance the Marks 
of ſuch an extraordinary Emotion and Sorrow. 
He knew me too well, to imagine Fortune alone 
cou'd give me ſo much Pain; he ſuppos'd, 
however, I was concern'd at the Prince's I rea- 
chery, and began to comfort me. I had al- 
ways lov'd Don Olmond, and ſerv'd him upon 
{ſeveral Occaſions, tho? I had given Ramirez the 
Preference in every Thing. The Ingratitude of 
the laſt made me ſenſible now of the Injuſtice 
I had done Don Olmond; to repair it, or per- 
haps to eaſe my ſelf by Complaining, I diſ- 
cover'd to him my preſent Situation, and all 
the Treacheries I had ſuffer'd. He was ſuf- 


ficiently aſtoniſh'd ; but not ſo much as I ex- 


pected at the Falſhood of Nzgna Bella. His 
Siſter, he ſaid, when ſhe told him what ſhe had 
over-heard, added that Nugna Bella's Mind to- 
wards me was certainly chang'd, and that ſhe 
conceald from me a great many Things. See, 


Don 
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Don Olmond, ſaid I, hewing him her Letter, 
ſee. here her Change, and the Things ſhe con- 
ceal'd from me. She has ſent me this Letter, . 
inſtead of one ſhe had writ me; for this is 
plainly addreſs'd to Don Ramirez. Don O 
mond was ſo touch'd with my Condition, and 
thought my Misfortunes ſo exceſſive, that he 
did not undertake to comfort me, but left me 
to disburden my Grief by Complaining. Had 
I not Reaſon, ſaid I, to deſire to know Nagna 
Bella before I 10y'd her? But I mention an im- 

poſſible Thing; Women are never known; 
they do not know themſelves; and it is cer- 
tain Occaſions which determine the Sentiments 
of their Hearts. Nagua Bella thought ſhe loy'd 
me, but ſhe only loy'd my Fortune, and per- 
haps ſhe loves nothif® elſe in Don Ramirez : 
Yet has ſhe not, cry 4 I, ſaid any Words to 
me for ſome Time, bot what he permitted her 
to ſay. It'was to' my Rival that I complain'd 
of the Change which he\himſelf had produc'd. 
He pleaded tor himſelf, while I thought he was 
5 for me. Is it poſſible, that I have 
een the Object of ſo outrageous a Deceit? 
and have I deſerv'd it? The perfidions Wretch 
has betray'd me with Doz Garcia! I truſted my 
Siſter with them, and they have engag'd her 
with the Prince! The Union which ſeem'd to 
be between them, and which gave me ſo much 
Joy, was meant only to delude me! Good Hea- 
vens, for what is your Thunder reſerv'd, if 
not fer Perſons ſo unworthy to live! L 
AFTER this violent Tranſport of Grief, the 
Idea of the fatthleſs Nzgna Bella, which made 
me indifferent to all my other Sufferings, threw 
me into a Sadneſs which was ſerious, and with- 
T1 | out 
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out Rage. I told Dox Olmond my Deſign of 
retiring from the World. He Ba row: 47 at 
it, and oppos'd it; but I gave him ſuch Proofs 
of my being abſolutely determin'd, that he 
thought it was in vain to diſſuade me, at leaſt in 
the preſent Moment. I took what Jewels were 
at hand, and both of us mounted on Horſe- 
back in order to depart, before an Order cou'd 
be ſent me to withdraw. We travell'd till 
E puke Don Olmond conducted me to the 
Houſe of a Man, who had liv'd with him, and 
whom he cou'd truſt. I wou'd fain have had 
him left me there, to ſtay till why came on, 
to take the Road I intended. er a lon 

Diſpute, he ſaid he wou'd leave me as I deſir'd, 
provided I wou'd promiſe to wait for him there, 
While he went to Leon to learn what Effect 
my Departure had produc'd; for perhaps an Al- 
teration might have happen'd, which wou'd 
cauſe me to lay aſide my Reſolution ; and there- 
fore he begg'd me not to ſet forward till he re- 
turn'd. I conſented, upon Condition he wou'd 
not acquaint an * he had ſeen me, or knew 
Where I was: But I yielded to it rather from 
an involuntary Curioſity, to underſtand after 
what Manner Nagua Bella * of me, than 
from a Thought that any Thing cou'd have 
happen d which wou'd relieve my Misfor- 


tunes. i 
Go then, ſaid I, my dear Olmond, ſee 
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Nugna Bella; and, if it is poſſible, diſcover her 


Sentiments by your Siſter : Endeavour to find 
how. long it is ſhe has ceas'd to love me, and 
whether ſhe has not forſaken me, becauſe I am 
caſt off by Fortune Dos Olnond aflurd me 
he woy'd do all I deſir d. In two Days he * 
turn 
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turn'd with News which he thought wow'd in- 
duce me to alter my Deſign. | 
No body, he ſaid, knew the Reaſon of my 
Departure. The Prince, as well as Don Ra- 
mirez, pretended to be wonderfully concern'd, 
and the King believ'd I was gone by Agree- 
ment with the Prince, his Son. He told me 
he had ſeen his Siſter, and that all I fuſpected 
was true; that the Particulars of what he had 
heard, wou'd only increaſe my Griefs, and there- 
fore he pray'd me not to require him to relate 
them. I was not in a Condition to fear an Aug- 
mentation of my Diſtreſs, and that which he 
wou'd have ſuppreſs'd was the only Thing I 
had a Curiofity to know ; and therefore I in- 
treated him to conceal nothing. I will not re- 
peat the Whole of what he told me, having al- 
ready mention'd the greater Part, in order to 
make my Story the more methodical. It was 
by him, I was appris'd of all thoſe Things 
which, you have ſeen, were unknown to me at 
the Time when they were tranſacted. -I ſhall 
only ſay, his Siſter inform'd him, that the Even- 
ing before my Departure, when ſhe came out 
from the Queen's Apartments where ANzgn 
Bella had not been ſeen, ſhe went to ſeek for he 
at her Lodging; ſhe found her all in Tears, 
with a Letter in her Hand; they were both 
ſtrack with Surpriſe, but upon different Ac- 
counts. After a long Silence, Nagna Bella 
lock'd the Door, and told her, ſhe was going 
to truſt her with the whole Secret of her Life ; 
intreating her to pity her, and comfort her in 
the moſt miſerable Condition, that any one had 
ever known. She then diſelos'd all that had 
paſs d between the Prince, * 
ex, 
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Siſter, and her ſelf, in the Manner as I have 
related; that Don Ramirez, had ſent her back 
the Letter ſhe had in her Hand, becauſe it was 
written to me, and that I had met with that 
which was for Ramirez, and had thereby diſ- 
cover'd every Thing they had conceal'd from:me 
ſo long. I 
ELYVIXA told her Brother, ſhe never ſaw 
a Perſon ſo troubled and afflicted, as Nagna 
Bella. She was afraid I thow'd inform the King 
of the Affair between my Siſter and the Prince; 


that I ſhou'd cauſe Ramireꝝ to be; baniſh'd the 


Court, and oblige her alſo to retire : That be- 
yond all ſhe dreaded the Shame of my Re- 
proaches; and the Treacheries ſhe had been 
guilty of towards me, made her hate me mortally. 

You may imagine what Don Olmond told 
me did not diminiſh my Uneaſineſs, or 
make me change my Intention. He preſs'd 
me with an extraordinary. Zeal- of Friend- 
ſhip, to ſuffer him to follow me, and bear me 


Company in the Deſart whither I was going; 


but I deny'd him ſo peremptorily, that in ſhort 
we-parted. He left me, upon Condition that 
whatever Place I was in, I ſhould fend him 


Tidings of my State. He return'd to Leon, 


and 1 ſet forward to imbark at the firſt Port 


I came to. But when I was alone, and re- 


fle&ed upon my Calamities, the Remainder of 


my Life ſeem'd ſo painful a Load to endure, 


that I reſolv'd to go and ſeek after Death in 
the War between the King of Navarre and 
the Moors. I went only by the Name of Theo- 
doric ; and was unhappy enough to find a Glor 

I did not defire, inſtead of Death for which 
wiſh'd. A Peace being concluded, I reſum'd 
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my firſt Deſign, and the Meeting with you 


has turn'd an affrightful Solitude, which I was 


expecting, into a moſt agreeable Retreat. 

I found here the Repoſe, and Tranquility I loft : 
And tho' Ambition ſometimes reviv'd in my Soul, 
the Experience I have had of the Inconſtancy 
of Fortune, taught me to deſpiſe it ; and my 
Love for Nagna Bella was to effac'd by the 
Contempt ſhe had rais'd in me, that I can ſay, 
I had mo Affection remaining, tho' I have the 
utmoſt Grief. But the Sight of Zayde has ta- 
ken away even the melancholic Quietude I 
began to enjoy, and I am plung'd into new 
Misfortunes much more cruel that thoſe I have 
already ſufter'd. 


ALPHONSO ſtood amar'd and charm'd 


at Gonſalvo's Story. I had form'd before, ſaid 
he, a great Idea of en Merit and your Virtue; 
but I own what I have now heard is beyond 
what I expected. I ought rather to fear, an- 
ſwer'd Gonſalvo, that I have leſſen'd the good 
Opinion you had of me, in letting you fee how 
eaſily I was deceiv'd. But I was young; and 


was ignorant of the Frauds of a Court, and in- 


capable of practiſing them; I had never lov'd 
any but Nzgna Bella, and my Love for her 
made me think our Paſſions cou'd never expire; 
ſo that I had no manner of Diſtruſt either con- 
cerning my Friendſhip or Love. You can ne- 


ver ſecure yourſelf, reply'd Alphonſo, from be- 


ing deceiv*d, but by being naturally ſuſpicious ; 
your Suſpicions alſo, tho? ever ſo well found- 
ed, wou'd have ſeem'd unjuſt, becauſe the Per- 
ſors who deceiv'd you, never gave you an Oc- 


callon of Diffidence before, and manag'd their 


Deceit 
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Deceit ſo dextrouſly, that Reaſon did not allow 
one to v5 An them. Let us talk no more, 
faid Gonſalvo, of my paſt Misfortunes, I am 
ſenſible of them no longer; Zayde has made 
me forget them, and I wonder I have been able 
to repeat them to you ſo exactly. But re- 
member, I never thought I cou'd have been 
touch'd by one, whoſe Mind was any way 
engag'd; and yet I admire Zayde, of whom I 
know nothing but that ſhe is beautiful, and is 
prepoſſeſs'd in favour of another. Since 1 
have been deceiv'd in my Opinion of Nagna 
Bella, whom I knew, what can I expect from 
Zayde, to whom I am a Stranger ? But what 
wou'd I expect from her, and what Pretenſions 
can I have ? She is utterly unknown to me; 
an Accident has caſt her upon this Shore, and 
the is * va ug to be gone. I cannot detain 
her handſomly, nor with Juſtice. If I ſhowd 
keep her here, ſhou'd I be more happy? I ſhou'd 
ſee her every Day lamenting the Man ſhe loves, 
and calling him to mind when ſhe looks upon 
me. Ah! Alphoxſo, what an Evil is Jealouſy ! 
Ah! Don Garcia, thou waſt in the right, there 
are no Paſſions but thoſe which ſtrike us at 
once, andruſh on us ſuddenly by Surprize. All 
others are voluntary Engagements which we 
freely bring upon our ſelves. A real Inclina- 
tion ſeizes us in our own Deſpite; and my 
Love to Zayde is a Torrent which hurries me 
on, without giving me a Moment's time to op- 
poſe it. But Alphoxſo, added he, I have made 

ou waſte the Night thus far in hearing my 

roubles, and it is but juſt Iſhou'd now leave 
you to your Repoſe. 


HERE 


part l. ZATDE. 
HERE Alphonſo withdrew to his Chamber 


and Gonſalvo paſs'd the reſt of the Night with- 
The next Day Zayde Lend very 


out Sleep. 
| to find what ſhe lately ſearch'd after, but 
her Care was all in vain. 1 never left 
her; a thouſand times a Day he forgot ſhe con'd 
not underſtand him, nor return an Anſwer ; 
and ask'd her the Reaſon of her Concern, with 
the ſame Tenderneſs and Fear to offend, as if 
ſhe underſtood him. But when he recollected 
himſelf, and faw ſhe cou'd make him no Reply, 
he endeavour'd to relieve his Mind, by ſaying 
to her all that his Pafſion inſpir'd. | 
I love you, beautiful Zayde, ſaid he, gazing 
upon her; I love you, I adore you, and have 
at leaft the Pleaſure of telling you ſo, without 
xovoking your Diſpleaſure. All your Actions 
pnvince me, ſuch a Declaration wou'd cer- 
tandy offend you; but the Lover you lament 
has undoubtedly talk'd to you of his Love, and 
you have frequently given him 1 — Ear. I 
wiſh, charming Zayde, you cow'd reſolve my 
Suſpicions. 
HILE he was ſpeaking, ſhe turn'd ſeveral 
times to Felima with Sarprize, as if to make 
her obſerve that Perſonal Neſemblance which 
always drew her Regard. This was ſuch an 
Affliction to Gonſalvo, to think he put her in 
mind of his Rival, that he wou'd willingly have 
parted with his Beauty and graceful Mein, not 
to have had ſuch a Likeneſs; and it troubled 
him ſo deeply, that he cou'd ſcarcely have the 
Heart to appear in her Sight, chuſing rather to 
be depriv'd of ſeeing her, than reflect to her the 
_ of the Man ſhe lo d. And whenever 
ihe leenf'd to look kindly upon him, he cou'd 
| not 
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not bear it, becauſe he fancy'd it was not de- 
ſign'd to him. He left her, and paſs'd ſeveral 
Afternoons in the Wood; but ſtill when he 
came back, ſhe expreſs'd a greater Coldneſs 
and Diſturbance than uſual. At length he fan- 
cy'd alſo he perceiv'd a certain Inequality in 
her manner of treating him; but as he cou'd 
not divine the Cauſe, he thought her Uneaſi- 
neſs at being in a ſtrange Place, occaſion'd theſe 
Alterations of Humour. However, he plainly 
diſcern'd that her firſt Dejection began to abate. 
Felima was more ſorrowtul than Zayde; but 
her Sorrow was always the ſame: She ſcem'd 
perfectly overwhelm'd, and to deſire nothin 
but to be alone, and indulge her Grief. Al- 
phonſo often ſpoke of it to Gonſalvo with won- 
der, and thought it ſtrange ſo exceſſive a Me- 
lancholy had not impair'd her Beauty. But 
Gonſalvo minded only to pleaſe Zayde, and en- 
tertain her with the Diverſions of Walking, 
Hunting, and Fiſhing. She alſo contriv'd va- 
rious Amuſements, and buſied herſelf ſeveral 
Days in working a Bracelet of her own Hair, 
and having finiſh'd it, ſhe put it on with all the 
Eagerneſs which a new-finiſh'd Work naturally 
occaſions. The firſt Day ſhe wore it, fhe hap- 
pen'd to drop it in the Wood. Gonſalvo, who 
ſaw her walk out, went to ſee after her, and 
as he paſs'd along the ſame Path, found the 
Bracelet, and preſently knew whoſe it was. 
The finding it gave him a ſenſible Joy. It 
wou'd haye been a higher Pleaſure indeed to 
receive it from the Hands of Zayde; but as 
that was what he cou'd never expect, he thought 
himſelf happy in owing it to Chance. Zayde 
having now percciv'd her Loſs, came ack 60 
00 


PacntE 1 © 
look for it in the Place where ſhe had been 
walking. She gave Gonſalvo to underſtand 
what ſhe had dropp'd, who expreſs'd a Con- 
cern; but as ſorry as he was to make her un- 
eaſy, he cou'd not bear to reſtore a Thing he 
ſo dearly priz'd. He pretended therefore to 
aſſiſt her in ſearching for it, and at laſt. per- 
ſuaded her to look no longer in vain. As ſoon 
as he came into his Chamber, he kiſs'd the 
Bracelet a thouſand times, and faſten'd to it a 
Buckle of Jewels of a conſiderable Value. 
Sometimes he took a Walk before Zayde was 
ſtirring, and when he thought himſelf” in a 
Place where no Eye was upon him, he wou'd 
unbind the Bracelet to view it the better. 

ONE Morning as he was thus employ'd, 
and fate upon a Rock which ran out into the 
Sea, he heard ſomebody coming towards him; 
and looking back in haſte, was ſurpris'd to ſee 
it was Zayde. He ſtrove all he cou'd to hide 
the Bracelet ; but was not nimble enough to 
prevent her diſcerning he had convey'd ſome- 
thing out of Sight. He fancied ſhe had ſeen it, 
and obſerv'd ſuch a Coldneſs and Diſlike in her 
Countenance, that he made no Queſtion but 
ſhe was angry at his not having return'd her 
the Bracelet. He did not dare to look upon 
her, and was afraid ſhe ſignify'd that ſhe 
defir'd to have it again, and he had not the 
Power to reſolve himſelf. She ſeem'd ſad and 


perplex'd, and without heeding Goxſalvo, ſate 


down upon the Rock, and turn'd her Face to 
the Sea. Before ſhe was aware, the Wind blew 
away a Vail ſhe had in her Hand; Gonſalvo 
ſtarted up to recover it, and in riſing let fall the 
Bracelet; he cou'd not take it up for fear.it had 
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been ſeen ; Zayde turn'd about at Goxſalvo's 


Noiſe, and fpying her Bracelet, ſnatch'd it up 
before he perceiv'd it. He was extremely trou- 
bled when he ſaw it in her Hands, both from 
Deſpair of getting it again, and from an Ap- 
prehention of her Reſentment. However, he 
encourag'd himſelf, ſeeing her no longer ap- 
pear diſturb'd or fretted, but on the contrar 

with an Air of Sweetneſs; and was no leſs 
touch'd with the Hope he receiv'd from her 
Countenance, than he had been the Moment 
before with the Dread of having diſpleas'd her. 
She view'd with Admiration the Beauty of the 
Buckle of Jewels, and having view'd it, took 
it off, and gave it to Goxſalvo, and kept the 
Bracelet. When Gonſalvo ſaw Zayde had given 
him back only the Jewels, he turn'd to the Se 

and caſt the Buckle into the Water with a fixe 

melancholic Look, as if he had dropp'd it by 
Chance. Zayde cry'd out, and ran to ſee if it 
cou'd not be recover'd ; Wat he ſhew'd her it was 
impoſſible; and to prevent her muſing long up- 
on what he had done, he gave her his Hand to 
lead her down from the Place where they ſtood. 
They went along without minding each other, 
and inſenfibly fell into the Path to Alphonſo's 


Houſe, and were in ſuch mutual Confuſion, 


that they ſeem'd to wiſh to be aſunder. 

WHEN Gonſalvo was return'd to his Cham- 
ber, he began to conſider his Adventure. Tho 
Zayde had not ſhewn ſo much Anger as he ex- 
cet; he fancy'd the Joy of finding the Brace- 
let had remov'd her former Uneaſineſs; which 
diſpᷣleas'd him as much. Whatever Deſire he 
had to get the Bracelet again, he thought he 
ſhou'd offend Zayde if he diſcover'd it, er 
A is 
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this fill'd him with all the Grief which ariſes 
from Love, when it is without Hope. All the 
Conſolation he had was to complain to Alpbon- 


ſo, and to blame himſelf for his Weakneſs in 


loving Zayde. | 

Vo accuſe your ſelf unjuſtly, ſaid Alphonſo 
to him ſometimes, it is no eaſy thing to defend 
one's ſelf in the middle of a Deſart, againſt a 
Beauty fo great as that of Zayde. It is as much 


as you couꝰd do in the middleof a Court, where 


other Beauties wou'd give you a Diverſion, or 
Ambition at leaſt wou'd divide your Heart. 
But can a Man love, anſwer'd Goxſalvo, with- 
out Hope? And how can I hope to be lov'd 
again, ſince I cannot even tell her tHat I love? 
How ſhall I perſuade her, if I cannot tell her 
of it? What Actions of mine can aſſure Zayde 
in a Place where I ſee no other, and where I 
have not the Power of making her know it, 
that J prefer her to others? How can I efface 
' his Idea in her Mind whom ſhe loves? This is 
to be done only by making my Perſon _ 
agreeable; and it is my ill Fortune that my Face 
revives in her the Remembrance of her Lover. 
Ah, my dear Alphonſo, do not flatter me; I 
have certainly forfeited my Reaſon in loving 
Zayde; in loving her ſo much as I do, and not 
remembering at the ſame time I have lov'd ano- 
ther, and have been deceiv'd. I believe, ſaid Al- 
phonſo, that you never lov'd any other, becauſe you 
never knew Jealouſy, 'till fince you have lov'd 
Zayde. I had no Cauſe given me, reply'd Gon- 
ſalvo, to be jealous of Nagna Bella, ſhe underſtood 
the Art of deceiving me ſo well. A Man is fea- 
lous without Cauſe, ſaid Alphonſe, when he is 
throughly in Love. You find it by your own 
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Experience; reflect upon the Grief you feel, 
when you ſee Zayde in Tears; and conſider 
how Jealouſy has made you imagine ſhe weeps 
for a Lover, rather than a Brother. I am con- 
vinc'd too well, anſwer'd Goxſalvo, that I love 
Zayde far more than I 1ov'd Nagna Bella. The 
Ambition of the laſt, and her Application to 


the Prince's Affairs, had often cool'd my Love; 


but all that I ſee in Zayde which diſpleaſes me, 


as the Suſpicion that ſhe loves another, and my 


not knowing her Heart or her Sentiments, cannot 
weaken my Paſſion. But Alphonſo, in loving 
Zayde fo far beyond Nugna Bella, I am till 
guilty of a greater Madneſs. The Succeſs of 
my Love to Nagna Bella, 1 confeſs was barba- 
tous; yet every Man who loves may have the 
like. I did-not love her blindly ; I knew her ; 
the lov'd no other; I pleas'd her; I was able to 
marry her: Bur Zayde, Alphonſo, but Zayde, 
who is ſhe? What Pretenſions have I here? 
And except her admirable Beauty which will 
excuſe me, does not every thing elſe condemn 
me of the higheſt Folly ? | - 
GONSALFLQ had frequently ſuch Con- 
verfations with Alphonſo: His Love encreas'd 
every Day; and he cou'd not forbear ſpeaking ſo 
earneſtly with his Eyes, that he fancy'd he law 


by thoſe of Zayde, that ſhe underſtood their 


Language; and ſometimes he found her in a 
certain Perplexity, which wou'd not ſuffer him 
to doubt it. As ſhe cou'd not make herſelf be 
underſtood by Words, it was by her Looks, 


in a manner, that ſhe explain'd to Goxſalvo 


many of thoſe things ſhe wanted to com- 
municate ; but there was ſomething ſo lovely 


and ſo paſſionate in her Looks, that they 
| pierc'd 
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jerc'd Gonſalvo to the Soul. Beautiful Zayde, 
aid he ſometimes, is it thus you look upon 


thoſe you do not loye ? What do you reſerve 


then for that happy Lover, whom I have the 


Misfortune to bring to your Mind? If he had 
not been prevented by this- Imagination, he 


wou'd not have thought himſelf ſo unfortunate; 


and the Actions of Zayde onght not to have 


erſuaded him that ſhe regarded him only with - 


ndifference. 


ONE Day he left her, and for a Moment 
walk*d by the Sea-ſide, after which he went to- 
wards a Fountain in a pleaſant Part of the 


Wood, whither Zayde often reſorted. As he 


came up to it, he heard a Sound, and looking 


thro' the Trees, ſaw Zayde ſitting with Felima. 


The Surpriſal of this Encounter gave Gonſalus 
the ſame Joy, as if he had-happen 


d to meet her 


after. a whole Year's: Abſence. He drew near 


the Place, and tho? he made Noiſe enough, ſhe 
was ſo eager in Talking, that ſhe never heard 


him. But when he ſtood before her, ſhe ſeem'd 


in the Confuſion of a Perſon who had ſpoke 
aloud, and was afraid ſhe was overheard, not 
remembering Goxſalvo cou'd not underſtand her. 
The Emotion this Diſturbance occaſion'd, in 
ſome ſort heighten'd her Beauty; and Gonſalvo, 


it 


who ſate down by her, was in a Rapture, and 


threw himſelf ſuddenly at her Knees, with ſo 
much Paſſion, that it was not neceſſary to know 
his Words, to apprehend what he wou'd ex- 


preſs. He thought ſhe underſtood them too 


well ; ſhe bluſh'd, and making a Motion with 


her Hand, which ſeem'd to put him away, ſhe | 


roſe up with a Cold Civility, as if it were to 
oblige him to kneel no longer in a Place which 
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might do him Hurt. Alpbonſo in the ſame Mo- 
ment paſſing along the Walk, ſne went up to 
him, without turning her Eyes toward Goxſalvo, 
who continu'd fixt in his Poſture, and had no 
Power to riſe. 

Tris, ſaid he to himſelf, is the manner in 
which ſhe treats me, when ſhe does not regard 
me as the Picture of my Rival. You fix your 
Eyes upon me, lovely Zayde, with ſuch Charms 
as might raviſh the whole World, when my 
Face brings his to your Mind; bur if I preſume 
to ſhew I love you, then you not only give me 
Looks of Anger, but think me unworthy to be 
beheld. - If at leaſt I were able to make you 
underſtand that I know you lament a Lover 
1 ſhou'd be happy, and my Jealouſy, I own, 
wou'd bereveng'd by the Diſturbance this wou'd 
cauſe you. Yes, I wou'd feem perſuaded that 
you love ſomebody, in order to have the Joy 
of knowing from your ſelf that you love none. 
Ah! Zayde, my Revenge is intereſted; and de- 
fires not ſo much to offend you, as to give you 
an Occaſion of ſatisfying me. 

Tus thinking, he took the Path which led 
to the Houſe, in order to quit the Place where 
Zayde was, and to be alone in a Gallery which 
he often viſited. He ponder'd there a long 
time, upon the means to make her know he 
ſuſpected ſhe lov'd another; but it was difficult 
to contrive them, this dey a thing which cou'd 
not be comprehended without Words. After 
he had tir'd himſelf with 2 and Walk- 
ing, he was going out of the Gallery, when 4 
Painter who was employ'd there upon ſome 
Pictures by 8 reſs'd him very earneſtly 
to view his Work onſalvo wou'd fain — 

een 


been excus'd, but not to diſoblige him, he ſtop'd to 
look upon the Piece he had drawn. It was a large 
Picture in which Alphonſo had caus'd him to re- 
preſent the Sea as it appear'd from his Win- 
dows, and to render the Proſpect the more en- 
tertaining, he made him paint it in a Storm. 
On one fide were Veſſels periſhing in the midſt 
of the Ocean, and on the other, Ships bulg'd a- 
gainſt the Rocks ; ſome of the Men were en- 
deavouring to ſave themſelves by Swimming ; 
others were drown'd, and their ies caſt a- 
ſhore by. the Waves upon the Sand. This Tem- 
peſt put Gonſalvo in Mind of Zayde's Wreck, 
and of a Method to let her underſtand what he 
thought of her Affliction. He told the Pain- 
ter he muſt add ſome Figures to the Piece, and 
repreſent at the Foot of one of the Rocks a 
beautiful Woman, leaning over the Corps of a 
dead Man ſtretch'd upon the Beach. She was 
to weep as ſhe beheld him; and another Man 
was to be upon his Knees, ſtriving to perſuade- - 
her to leave the dead one. The Woman, with- 
out turning her Eyes towards him who was 
ſpeaking to her, ſhou'd put him away with one 
of her Hands, and wipe her Tears with the o- 
ther. The Painter promis'd Gonſalvo to follow 
his Directions, and . to deſign the Subject. 
Gonſakyo was fatisfy d, and begg'd him to uſe 
all the Application he cou'd ; and then leaving 
the Gallery, went to find out Zayde ; for in 
Deſpite of his Reſentment, he. cou'd not be 
abſent from her long: But. he was inform'd, 
that ſhe had fhut her ſelf up in her Chamber, 
as ſoon as ſhe came back from her Walk, 
and he cou'd not ſee her the whole Day. He 
was griev'd and fretted, and fear d ſhe hid her 
E 4 ſelf 
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felf from him to puniſh him for what he had 
preſum'd to intimate to her. The next Day 
ſhe ſeem'd more ſerious than ordinary; but at- 
terwards, ſhe was as ſhe us'd to be. 

IN the mean time, the Painter proceeded 
upon what Gonſalvo had order'd, and Gonſalvuo 
waited with Impatience till it was finiſh'd ; and 
as ſoon as it was done, he led Zayde into 
the Gallery, as if to divert her with ſecing the 
Painter work. At firſt he ſhew'd her the 
Pictures which were finiſh'd, and then caus'd 
her to view with Attention that of the Sea, 
which was now in hand. He pointed out to 
her the young Woman weeping over the dead 
Man, and when he found it engag'd her Eyes, 
and that ſhe ſeem'd to know the Rock was 
that upon which ſhe often walk'd, he took the 
Painter's Pencil, and wrote the Name Z AYD E 
under the Woman, and that of THEO D0- 
RIC below the young Man upon his Knees. 
When Zayde read what he had wrote, the bluſh'd; 
and looking on himin Anger, ſnatch'd a Pencil 
and wip'd out the F igure of the dead Man, 
whom ſhe 3 judg'd, Goxſalvo accus'd her 
of lamenting. Tho' he well knew he, had 
diſpleas'd her, it was a wonderful Joy to him 
to ſee her expunge the Picture of Him whom 
he believ'd ſhe lov'd : And tho? he might fancy 
this Action of Zayde was rather an Effe& of 
her Diſpleaſure, than a Proof of her not la- 
menting any one; yet he conſider'd, that after 
the Love he had expreſs'd to her, ſhe did him 
an extraordinary Favour in being unwilling 
to let him believe ſhe lov'd another. But the 
flender Hope this Reflection gave him, cou'd not 
entirely ſuppreſs his Fears. 


AL- 
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ALPHONSO, who was blinded by no 
Paſſion, judg'd of the Sentiments of Zayde, 
very differently from Gonſalvo. I find, ſaid he 
to him, that you were wrong in thinking your 
ſelf unhappy. You are ſo, undoubtedly, in 
loving one whom in all Probability you cannot 
marry ; but you are not unhappy in the Man- 
ner you imagin'd, for Appearances are very de- 
ceitful, if Zayde does not love you ſincerely. 
It is true, anſwer'd Goxſalvo, if I may judge of 
her Sentiments by her Looks, I may flatter-my 
ſelf with ſome Hope. But, as I have told you, 
ſhe looks on me for the Sake of that Reſem- 
blance, which creates me ſo much - Jealouſy. 
I don't know, reply'd Alphonſo, whether your 
Notion of this Matter is exactly true; but if 
I were in his Place whom you believe ſhe 
laments, I ſhou'd not be eaſy, that my Like- 
neſs made her behold any other Perſon with - 
ſuch favourable Eyes; nor is it poflible the Idea 
of another ſhou'd produce thoſe Sentiments 
which Zayde has towards you. | 
Hop is natural to Lovers; if ſome of Zayde's 
Actions had kindled it in Goxſalvo before, this Diſ- 
courſe of Alphonſo blew it into a Flame. He 
thought now that he ſaw Zayde did not hate him, 
and this gave him an uncommon Joy; but his Joy 
did not continue long. He fancy'd he ow'd all 
the Regard ſhe ſhew'd him, to his Reſemblance of 
his Rival; and that having loſt a Man whom 
ſhe highly lov'd, ſhe had a Tenderneſs for ano- 
ther who was like him. His Love, his Jealouſy 
and his Honour cou'd not approve an Inclina- 
tion, which did not ariſe originally from him- 
ſelf, but from an Affection ſhe had firſt had 
for another. Tho' Zayde lov'd him, he — 


5 


= 
_— 


$3: - EAT BE auth], 
the only lov'd his Rival in him; in ſhort, he 
perceiv'd he ſhou'd be unhappy, tho* he were 
even aſlur'd of being loy'd. However he cou'd 
not but diſcern with Pleaſure in the Manner of 


this beautiful Stranger's Behaviour, an Air very 
different from what ſhe had formerly ſhewn; 


and the Paſſion he had for her was ſo violent, 


that whatever he believ'd was the Occaſion of 
thoſe Marks of Inclination, it was impoflible 
not to receive them with Tranſport. 

ONE Day, when the Weather was very fine, 
ſecing ſhe did not {tir out of her Chamber, he 
went thither to know if ſhe wou'd not take a 
Walk. She was writing; and tho' he made a 
Noiſe at entering the Room, he came up to 
her without being perceiv'd, and ſtood to ob- 
ſerve what ſhe wrote. She turn'd her Head by 
chance, and ſeeing Goxſalvo, bluſh'd, and hid 
the Writing, with an Emotion, which gave 
Conſalvo no little Trouble; for he preſum'd ſhe 
cou'd not be ſo deeply engag'd, and ſo ſur- 
priz'd, about a Letter which had nothing my- 
ſterious in it. This Thought made him unea- 
ſy ; he withdrew, and ſought for Alphonſo to 
reaſon with him about an Adventure, which filPd 
him with Imaginations extremely different from 
what he had had till then. Having look'd af- 
ter him ſome T'ime, and not finding him, at 
once a Fit of Jealouſy carry'd him back to 
Z.ayde's Apartment; he went in, but ſhe was not 
there, being retir'd into a Cloſet with Felima. 
He ſaw a written Paper lying upon the Table 
halt-folded, and 805 K not reſiſt his Curioſity 
to look into it; he open'd it, not TONE 
but it was the ſame he ſaw Zuyde writing ju 
defore. In the Paper he found the Brace 5 of 

NE air, 
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Hair, ſhe had lately recover'd from him, and 
as he was holding that and the Paper in his 
Hand, ſhe came in, and ran directly to him to 
take them away: Gonſalvo drew ſome Steps 
back wards, as it he deſign'd to keep them, but 
with a ſubmiſhve Geſture, as entreating her 
Leave to do it. Zayde gave him to underſtand, 
ſhe wou'd have them from him, and with an 
Air of ſo much Authority, that it was impoſſi- 
ble for a Man ſo in Love not to obey. It 
was with the utmoſt Pain however, that he re- 
ſtor'd to her a Thing which he believ'd ſhe 
intended for another. He cou'd not conquer 
his Concern, but ruſh'd haſtily out of that Cham- 
ber, and retir'd to his own. He found Alphox- 
fo there, who was come to ſee for him, having 
heard the other had been enquiring after him. 
When they were ſeated; I am much more 
unhappy, my dear Alphonſo, faid he, than I 
thought: This Rival, whom I am jealous of, 
tho” I believ'd him dead, yet is certainly not dead: 
I have juſt now catch'd Zayde writing to him: 
I ſaw the Bracelet ſhe took from me; ſhe is 
ſending it to him, and therefore ſhe muſt have 
heard News of him; and muſt have ſome Body in 
Secret to carry him News from her : In a word, 
all my Hopes of Succeſs were imaginary, and 
proceeded from my miſinterpreting Zayde's 
Actions. She had Reaſon to blot out the Image 
of a dead Man, whom I ſhew'd her ſhe was 
lamenting, becauſe ſhe knew He tor whom ſhe 
| ſhed her Tears, was living. She had Reaſon to 
be ſo diſpleas'd at ſeeing the Bracelet in my 
Hands, and ſo joyful at recovering it, ſince ſhe 
had made it for another. Ah! Zayae, it is cruel 
to ſuffer me to hope; for in Truth, you _— 

er 
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fer me and your lovely Eyes do not forbid it. 
Conſalvo's Grief was ſo great, that he cou'd 
ſcarcely pronounce theſe Words. Alphonſo, 
having given him Time to compoſe himſelf, de- 
ſir'd he would inform him how he came to 
know what he had now related, and whether 
Zayde had in a Moment found Means to make 
her ſelf underſtood. Upon which Goxſalve told 
him the Confuſion ſhe was in, when he fur- 
priz'd her in Writing; how he found the Brace- 
let in the Paper ſhe had writ ; and how ſhe 
torc'd it out of his Hands. In ſhort, Alphonſo, 
- Taid he, one is never troubled ſo for an indiffe- 
rent Letter: Zayde has no Correſpondents here, 
nor any Affairs; nor can ſhe write with ſuch 
Earneſtneſs, but concerning what paſſes in her 
own Heart, and it was not to me that ſhe wrote: 
What now wou'd you have me think concern- 
ing that which I have ſeen ? I wouw'd not have 
vou, reply'd Alphonſo, imagine Things ſo im- 
| = and which give you ſo much Pain. 

ecauſe Zayde bluſh'd, when you ſurpriz'd her 
in Writing, you believe ſhe was writing to your 
Rival ; and for my part, I believe, ſhe loves you 
enough to bluſh every time you come in upon 
her by Surpriſe. Perhaps ſhe wrote what you 
ſaw, with no other Defign than to divert her 
ſelf ; ſhe did not leave it with you, becauſe it 
ſignify'd nothing, fince you cou'd not under- 
ſtand it; and if ſhe took the Bracelet from you, 
I own, Ido not wonder at it; and tho' I am ſatis- 
ty'd ſhe loves you, I believe her prudent enough 
not to be willing to give a Bracelet of her own 
Hair to a Man perfectly unknown. But I do 
not apprehend what Reaſous you have to con- 


clude ſhe deſigns to ſend it to another. Res 
e "v0 


have ſcarcely been from her ſince ſhe came hi- 
ther; no Body has ſpoken to her, and they who 
had Opportunity for it, do not underſtand her 
Language. How can you ſuppoſe then ſhe can 
have receiv'd News from this Lover you are 
ſo jealous of, and have ſent him Intelligence 
from her? I confeſs, ſaid Gonſalvo, I torment 
my ſelf more than I ſhou'd ; but the Uncer- 
tainty I am in 1s an inſupportable Condition. 
The Uncertainties of others are indifferent ; 
they believe they are lov'd more or leſs, where- 
as I am toſs'd from the Hope that Zayde loves 
me, to the Thought that ſhe loves another ; and 
ain never aſſur'd for one Moment, whether what 
I ſee in her ought to render me happy or mi- 
ſerable. Alphonſo, continued he, you take a 
Pleaſure in deceiving me; ſay what you will, 
it was to a Lover only ſhe was writing; 
and I ſhou'd be happy, if (after what I have 
ſeen,) I cou'd be in that Uncertainty which I 
complain'd of as the greateſt Misfortune, A.- 
2 gave him ſo many Reaſons to perſuade 

im his Inquietude had no Foundation, that at 
laſt he in a Manner made him eaſy; and 
Zayde, who was going to walk out, compleated 
his Peace; for ſeeing them at a Diſtance, ſhe 
came towards them with ſo much Sweetneſs, 
and with a Look fo winning to Gonſaluo, that 
ſhe diſſipated a great Part of thoſe terrible An- 
xieties ſhe had rais'd in his Mind before. 

THE Time he had appointed for her De- 
parture, which was when the Ships ſaid from 
Tarrggona to Africk, began to approach, and 
ſtruck him with a mortal Sorrow. He cou'd 
not reſolve to let her go, and as unjuſt as it was 
to detain her, he necded all his Reafon _ his 

irtue 
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Virtue to forbear it. I ſhall now deprive my 
ſelf, ſaid he to Alphonſe, of Zayde tor ever. 
This will be a Farewell without Hope of a 
Return. I ſhall not know in what Part of the 
World to ſeek her! She deſigns to go to Africk;, 
but ſhe is no African; and I am ignorant in 
what Country ſhe was born. I will follow her, 
Alphouſo, tho? in following her I never hope 
for the Happineſs of finding her; tho' I know 
her Virtue, and the Cuſtoms of Africk will not 

it me to be near her Perſon, I will go at 
teaſt to end my miſerable Life in the Place 
where ſhe inhabits, and there will be Sweetneſs 
in breathing the ſame Air. I am a Wretch who no 
longer have a Country of my own ; Chance has 
kept me here, and Love ſhall carry me a- 


way. 

 GONSALYO0 ſtood fix'd in his Reſolution, 
notwithſtanding any Pains Alphonſo took to di- 
vert him from it. He was more uneaſy than 
ever at not being able to underſtand Zayde, nor 
be underſtood by her; and reflecting upon the 
Letter he had ſeen her write, he fancy'd it was 
writ in Greek Characters; and tho' he was not 
certain of it, his Impatience to be inform'd, put 
him upon going to Tarragona, to meet with 
ſome Body who knew that Language. He had 
ſent thither ſeveral times to procure an Inter- 
preter ; but not being ſure what * e it 
was Zayde ſpoke, he cou'd not direct the Meſ- 
ſengers what Country-Man to ask for; thoſe he 
employ'd on this Errand therefore not ſucceed- 
ing, he now reſfolv'd to go thither himſelf. It 
was a difficult Undertaking; becauſe he muſt 
thereby expoſe himſelf in a large Town to the 
Hazard of being known, and muſt leave Zayde : 


But 
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But his Deſire to be able to converſe with her 
made him neglect all theſe Conſiderations. He 
endeavour'd to make her underſtand, that he 
was going to ſeek an Interpreter, and diſguiſing 
himſelf as well as he cou'd, he went to Tar- 
ragona, and repairing to the Quarter where the 
Foreigners were, found a great N . but 
their Language was not that of Zayde: en- 
quir'd if there was no one who underſtood 
the Greek Tongue ; the Perſon he ſpoke to, an- 
ſwer'd in Spaniſp, he belong'd to one of the 
Iſlands of Greece. Gonſalvo deſir'd him to ſpeak 
his Tongue; he did, and Gonſalvo knew it was 
the ſame as Zayde s. By good Luck his Affairs 
not confining him to Tarragona, he agreed to 
e onſalvo, who gave him a Premium 
beyond his Wifhes. They ſet out the nexr 
Morning by Break of Day, and Gonſalvo eſteem'd 
himſelf more happy in having an Interpreter, than 
if he had won the Crown of Leon. 
Wulrk they were travelling, he began to 
inform himſelf in the Language ; the firſt 
Words he learn'd wete, I love yo; and when 
he thought he ſhou'd be able to ſpeak to Zayde, 
and that ſhe wou'd underſtand him, he believ'd - 
he ſhou'd be miſerable no more. He arriv'd 
early at Alphonſo's Houſe, and met him takin 
the Air, and GC to him his Joy, ask' 
where Zayde was. She had gone out a 
pretty while ago, Alphonſo told him, to walk 
by the Sea- ſide. Gonſalvo haſten'd thither with 
his Interpreter, and went directly to the Rock 
where ſhe us'd to be; he wonder'd ſhe was not 
there ; however he was not much alarm'd, but 
purſu'd his Search as far as to the Harbour, 
Which ſhe ſometimes reſorted, and then return'd 
tO 
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to the Houſe, and from thence to the Wood; 
and all in vain. He ſent to every Place where 
he thought ſhe might be, and not finding her, 
began to preſage his Misfortune. Night came 
on without his being able to get any Tidings; 
he was frantick at his Loſs, and fearing ſome 
unhappy Accident, blam'd himſelf for having 
left her, and was afflicted beyond Expreſſion. 
He rang'd about the Fields all Night with 
Torches, and tho? he had no Hope to meet her 
ain, he wou'd not give over ſeeking ; he 
call'd ſeveral Times at the Fiſhermen's atts, 
to ask if they had ſeen her, and cou'd hear no 
News. But in the Morning, two Women who 
were returning from the Cottage where they had 
lain the Night before, inform'd him that as 
they left their Hovel, they perceiv'd at a Di- 
ſtance Zayde and Felima walking by the Sea- 
fide; that in the mean while a Sloop ar- 
riv'd upon the Coaſt, out of which ſome Men 
came aſhore; that Zayde and Felima were gone 
a good Way off, but the Men calling out to 
them, they preſently turn'd back, and after they 
had talk'd together a great while, and ſhew'd 
by their Actions they were well enough pleas'd 
to ſee them, they went on board the Sloop, and 
put out to Sea. | | 
 _GONSALPO, at this, look'd upon Alphon- 
fo in ſuch a Manner, as expreſs'd his Grief much 
more than any Words cou'd do. Alphonſo was 
at a!Loſs what to ſay tocomfort him. When the 
Company was all withdrawn, Gonſalvo break- 
ing Silence, I have loſt Zayde, ſaid he, and have 
loft her in the Moment when I was able to make 
my ſelf underſtood. I have loſt her, Alphouſo, 


and it is her Lover has carry'd her away, as 
you 
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you may eaſily perceive by what theſe Women 
have told us. For Fortune wou'd not leave 
me ignorant of the only Thing, which cou'd 
inflame my Sorrow for the Lots of Zayde. 1 
have Joſt her for ever ; ſhe is in the Hands of 
a Rival, and of a Rival whom ſhe loves: It 
was to him, undoubtedly, that ſhe wrote the 
Letter I ſaw ; and the Deſign of it was to let 
him know the Place. where he ſhou'd meet 
her. This is too much; this is too much; my 
Misfortunes wou'd ſuffice to make many mi- 
ferable. Indeed I ſink under them, and after 
having abandon'd every Thing, cannot bear to 
be tortur'd more in the Depth of a Deſart, than 
Il was in the Middle of a Court: Yes, Alphon- 
fo, cry'd he, I am more wretched by the Loſs 

of Zayde than I was by all the Loſſes I ever 
ſuſtain'd; Is it poſſible I cannot hope to fee 
Zayde again? If I knew at leaſt whether I had 
pleas'd her, or whether I was only indifferent 
to her, my Calamity wou'd not be ſo inſup- 
portable; and I ſhou'd underſtand what Kind 
of Grief I ought to embrace : But, if I have 
pleas'd Zayde, can I think of forgetting her; 
and ought I not to ſpend my Life in travelling 
the whole World to find her; and if ſhe loves 
another, ought I not then to exert all my En- 
deavours to drive her from my Mind? Pity me 
Alphonſo; try to make me believe that Zayde lov'd 
me, or perſuade ' me I am indifferent to her. 

What, continued he, if Zayde ſhou'd love m 
and I ſhou'd never ſee her more ! This wou' 
be a Misfortune beyond being hated by her. 
Butit is impoſſible I ſhou'd be unhappy, if Zayde 
loves me. Alas! I was juſt coming to know 
her the very Moment I have loſt her, and what- 
ever 
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ever Care ſhe had taken to diſguiſe her ſelf, I 
ſnou'd now have diſcover'd her Mind; I ſhou'd 
have found out the Cauſe of all her Tears, I 
ſhou'd. have learn'd her Country, her Fortune, 
and her Adventures, and have underſtood whe- 
— I ought to follow her, and where to ſeek 

r. | 

AL PHONSO cou'd make him no Reply, 
not being able to determine what to anſwer, in 
order to aſſuage his Sorrow. But having re- 
preſented that he was not then in a proper Con- 
dition of Mind to take a Reſolution, and that 
he ſhou'd ſummon in his Reaſon to help him to 
ſupport his Misfortunes, he oblig'd him to go 
back with him to his Houſe. As ſoon as Gon- 
falvo was in his Chamber, he call'd for his In- 
terpreter, to explain ſome Words which he re- 
member'd had been us'd to Zayde. The Inter- 
preter explain'd ſeveral, and among them thoſe 
which Zayde had often fpoke to Felima, when 
ſhe look'd upon him. explain'd them ſõ, 
that Goxſalvo was certain he was not deceiv'd, 
in believing ſhe fpoke of fome Reſemblance, 
and no longer doubted it was Zayde's Lover 
whom he reſembled. Upon this he ſent for 
the Women who had ſeen her away, to. 
know of them, if among the Men who car-. 
ried her off, there was not one very like him- 
felf. But he could not ſatisfy his Curioſity; 
for the Women were too far off, when they 
ſaw them, to diſtinguiſh any Features, they on- 
ly ſaid there was one whom Zayde embrac'd. 

onſalvo cou'd not hear theſe Words without 
abandoning himſelf to Defpair, and reſolving to 
ſeek out Zayde, and kill her Lover before her 
Eyes. Alphonſo tet before him the * 2 
12 / | MPpOoul- 
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Impoſſibility of his Defign ; that he had no 
Right over Zayde; that ſhe was engag'd with 
this Lover before ſhe had ſeen him; that per- 
haps he was her Husband; that he knew not 
in what Part of the World to look for her; 
and if he found her, it wou'd probably be in a 
Place where. his Rival wou'd have too much 
Authority for him to execute what his Rage 

rompted him to undertake. What wou'd you 
. me do then? reply d Gonſalvo; d' ye think 
it poſſible I can live in the Condition I am noẽ- 
in? I wou'd have you, ſaid Alphouſo, bear this, 
which is a Calamity relating to Love only, as 

ou have already borne the Evils which belong'd 
both to Love and Fortune. My having en- 
dur*d- fo much, cry'd Gonſalvo, makes me that 
I can bear no more: I will go ſeek out Zayde, 
to know from herſelf that ſhe loves another, 
and dye at her Feet. Vet no; I will not; added 
he: I ſhouw'd deſerve my Miſery, if I went to 
ſeek her, after ſhe has left me in ſuch a manner. 
The Reſpect, and even Adoration, I paid her, 
might have mov'd her at leaſt to tell me of her 

omg. Acquaintance alone might have oblig'd 

er to that; and fince ſhe did it not, ſhe muſt 
have added Contempt to Indifference. I flat- 
ter'd my ſelf too much, when I imagin'd ſhe did 
not hate me, and ought never to think of fol- 
lowing her. No; I wilt not follow you, 
Zayde. I yield to your Arguments, Alphonſo, 
and fee I have nothing to do, but to finiſh, as 
ow as I can, the Remainder of a miſerable 

ife. Tg at 

He ſeem'd fix'd in this Reſolution, which 
ſomething ; gn his Spirits; but his Melan- 
choly was notwithſien ding, that it ppt 
om- 


Compaſſion; he ſpent whole Days in the Places 
where he had ſeen Zayde, as if he were look- 
ing after her there. He kept his Interpreter to 
teach him the Greek Tongue; and tho? he was 
perſuaded: he ſhou'd ſee Zayde no more, it was 
2 Pleaſure to him to know if he were to ſee 
her, he was able to underſtand her. In a ſhort 
time he learn'd that which coſt others ſeveral 
Years. But when this Employment was at arr 
end,. which had a ſort of Relation to Zayde, he 
was more dejected than before. 

HE often reflected upon the Severity of his 
Fate; which after it had overwhelm'd him with 
ſo many Troubles at Leon, made him feel one 
incomparably more touching, in depriving him 
of the Perſon, who was dearer alone to him 
than the Fortune, the Friend, and the Miſtreſs 
he had loſt. As he was obſerving this unhappy 
Difference between his paſt Diſtreſſes and the 
preſent, the Promiſe he made Don Olmond to 
let him hear from him, came into his Mind; 
and as painful as it was to think on any thing 
but Zayde, he judg'd he ow'd this Token of 
Gratitude to a Man, who had expreſs'd ſo great 
a Friendſhip to him. He wou'd not inform 
him exactly of the Place where he was; and 
only ſent to deſire he wou'd write to Tarragona, 
that his Retreat was not far off; that he was 
now without Ambition, and had.no more Re- 
ſentment againſt Don Garcia, nor Hatred to 
Ramirez, nor Love for Nagna Bella, and yet 
2 he was more wretched than when he left 

eon. 

ALPHONSO was mov'd to the Heart at 
Gonſalvo's Condition; he was never from him, 
and attempted all he cou'd to moderate His Af- 

N 10N, 
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fliction. You have loſt Zayde, ſaid he; and as 
unhappy as you are, there is one ſort of Infe- 
licity, -at leaſt, of which you are ignorant. To 
be the Cauſe of your own Diſaſters, is an Un- 
happineſs you have never known, and is what 
will torture me. eternally. If it will be any 
Conſolation, purſu'd he, to learn by my Ex- 
ample, that you may ſtill be more unfortunate 
than you are, I am willing to recite to you the 
Accidents of my Life, whatever Grief the ſad 
Remembrance of them may give me. Gonſalvo 
cou'd not forbear ſhewing ſuch a Deſire to 
know what had oblig'd him to confine himſelf 
to a Deſart, that to anſwer his Curioſity, and 
convince him he was the more miſerable of the 


two, Alphonſo thus began the Hiſtory of his 
Troubles. 
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The HISTORY of Alphonſo and 
Belaſire. | 


0 U know, Sir, that I am call'd 
1; 5 Alphonſo X:menes; and that my 
| - kJ; Family has ſome Luſtre in Spain, 
1 1 2 b being deſcended from the firſt 
Kings of Navarre. As I deſign 
797 only to make a Relation of my laſt 

Mis fortunes, I will not preſent you with an 
Account of my whole Life. Several Paſſages 
in it were remarkable enough; but ſince, till 

the Time I am ſpeaking of, I had been unhap- 
py merely by the Fault of others, and not my 
. | b own, 
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own, I ſhall paſs them over, and only ſay, 1 
have experienc'd an Anguiſh equal to any thing 
Which the Tr and Inconſtancy of Wo- 
men is able to inflict. I was far from deſign- 
ing to Love any Woman, and thought ſuch 
Engagements very uneafy ; and tho' there were 
a great many Beauties in the Court, who wou'd 
have been pleas'd with me, I had only that 
Reſpe& for them which is due to the Sex. 
My Father, who was then living, wiſh'd to ſee 
me marry'd, from the Chimera, which is ſo 
common to moſt People, of deſiring to keep up 
their Name. I had no Averſion to Marriage; 
but my Knowledge of the Women made me 
reſolve never to marry a Beauty; and after ha- 
ving ſuffer'd fo much by Jealouſy, I had no 
Mind to run the Hazard of feeling that of the 
Lover and of the Husband together. I was in 
this Diſpoſition, when my Father told me one 
Day, that Belafire, the Daughter of the Count 
of Euevarre, was come to Court: That ſhe 
was very conſiderable, both on Account of her 
Fortune -and her Birth, and that he was ambi- 
tious to have her for a Daughter-in-Law. His 
Wiſh, I anſwer'd, was in vain; for I had 
heard of Belaſire before, and knew no body 
had ever been able to pleaſe her; that I knew 
alfo fhe was handſom, which was enough to 
make me have no Thought of marrying her. 
He ask'd me, whether I had feen her; I an- 
fwer'd, that all the times of her coming to 
Court I was Abroad in the Army, and I knew 
her only by Report. I deſire you will fee her 
then, ſaid he; and if I were as certain of your 
being able to pleaſe her, as Tam ſhe will induce 
you to change your Reſolution of never mar- 


rying 
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| oy. a handſome Woman, I fhou'd have no 
oubt of your making her your own. | 
A few Days after I found Bellaſire with the 
Queen: 1 defir'd her Name, not queſtioning 
but it was ſhe; and ſhe ask d me mine, believi 
alſo that I was Alphoyſo. We both of us gueſt d 
what we had enquir'd, and readily gave one a- 
nother -our right Names, and talk'd together 
with a freer Air, than became us in a firſt Con- 
verſation. I found Belafire's Perſon extremely 
charming, and her Wit far beyond what I had 
imagin'd. I was aſham'd, I told her, not to 
have known her ſooner ; but I ſhow'd be very 
glad to know her no longer, being ſenſible how 
extravagant it was to dream of pleaſing her, 
and how difficult not to deſire it; adding, that 
as hard as it was to come at her Heart, I ſhou'd 
certainly form ſuch a Deſign, if ſhe ever ceas'd 
to be-handſome; but while ſhe continu'd as ſhe 
was, I wou'd not undertake it for my Life. I 
g*d her alſo to aſſure me flatly, that it was 
impoſſible to gain her Love, leaſt a falſe Hope 
ſhou'd betray me to alter my Reſolution of ne- 
ver making my Addreſſes to a beautiful Wo- 
man. 

T RIS Converſation, which had ſomething 
unuſual in it, happen'd to pleaſe Belaſire. She 
ſpoke very favourably of me, and I ſpoke of her 
as of a Perſon in whom 1 found a certain Amia- 
bleneſs and Merit ſuperior 'to other Women. 
I enquir'd with the utmoſt Care who were her 
Admirers, and was inform'd the Count de Lare 
had been in Love with her violently, that his 
Paſſion had continu'd a long time, that he was 
kill'd in the Army, having thrown himſelf head- 
long into Danger, after he had loſt all Expecta- 

, | tion 
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tion of marrying her. I was told alſo ſeveral 
others had try'd the Experiment, but in vain; 
and that it was now given over as a thing which 
every one was perſuaded cou'd never be accom- 
pliſh'd. This Impoſſibility, I have mention'd, 
made me apprehend a mighty Pleaſure to my 
ſelf in ſurmounting it. I had no Deſign how- 
ever to attempt it; but I ſaw Belaſire as often 
as I cou'd; and as the Court of Navarre is not 
ſo rigid as that of Leon, I eaſily found Oppor- 
tunities. 5 

THERE had yet been nothing ſerious be- 
tween us; I ſpoke to her with a Smile, of the 
Separation we were under one from another, 
and of the Joy I ſhou'd have if ſhe were to 
change her Face and her Sentiments. I thought 
my Converſation did not offend her, and that 
ſhe was pleas'd with my Wit, becauſe ſhe found 
I was ſufficiently convinc'd of hers. As ſhe 
had a Confidence in me, which allow'd me a 
perfe& Liberty of Speech, I entreated her 
to let me know the Reaſons of her refuſin 
ſo inflexibly thoſe who had addreſs'd her. 
will anſwer you ſincerely, ſaid ſhe, I was born 
with an Averſion to Marriage, the Bonds of it 
always ſeem'd too ſevere. I thought it was 
Gly a precipitate Paſſion which cou'd blind 
People ſo far, as to neglect the Reaſons which 
are againſt ſo troubleſome an Engagement. 
You wou'd not marry, added ſhe, tor Love; 
and for my Part I do not comprehend how one 
can marry without Love, and without a Love 
vehement and extreme; and I am ſo far from 
having a Paſſion, that I never had ſo much as 
the leaſt Inclination for any one. If I am not 
marry'd therefore, Alphoxſo, it is becauſe I 

| never 
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never lov'd. How, Madam, reply'd I, did 
no body ever pleaſe you? Did your Heart 
never receive an Imprefſion? Was it never 
mov'd at the Name and the Sight of thoſe who 
ador'd you? No, ſaid ſhe, I am a Stranger to 
all Sentiments of Love. But not of Jealouſy 
ſurely, cry'd I : Yes, even of Jealouſy, ſaid 
ſhe. Ah, Madam, anſwer'd I, if it is ſo, I 
am convinc'd you never had an Inclination for 
any. It is true, ſaid ſhe, no one ever pleas'd 
me, nor have I found a Temper which was en- 
gaging, or agreed with mine. 

F don't know what Effect Belafire's Words 
might have upon me, or whether I was not al- 
ready in Love with her without perceiving it; 
but the Idea of a Heart like hers, which had ne- 
yer been affected, carry'd in it ſomething fo 
new and charming, that I-was ſtruck, this very 
Moment, with an Ambition to acquire the 
Glory of touching a Mind, which all the World 
believ'd inſenſible. I was no longer the Man, 
who had begun a Converſation without De- 
ſign; I ran over in my Thoughts all ſhe had 
told me; and fancy'd that when the ſaid ſhe ne- 
ver found a Perſon who pleas'd her, I ſaw by 
her Eyes ſhe excepted me: In ſhort, I had Hope 
enough to ſooth me into Love, and from this 
Time I became more impaſſion'd of Belaſire, 
than I had ever been of any one beſide. 

I will not repeat how I adventur'd firſt to let 
her know I lov'd her. As I had always con- 
vers'd with her in a Vein of Rallery, it was 
not eaſy to change my Manner, and ſpeak in 
earneſt. However, this gave me room to ſay 
Things, which I cou'd not otherwiſe have pre- 
lum'd to mention till after a long Preparation. 

Vor. I. | Bb Thus 


Thus I 1ov'd Belafire, and was happy enough to 
28 ; but not to perſuade her that I Joy'd 
ber. She had a natural Diſtruſt of Men; and 
tho' ſhe had a higher Eſteem of me than of any 
Other, and conſequently more than I deſerv'd, 
ſhe did not give Credit to my Words. Her 
828 towards me, however, was entirely 
different from that of other Women ; and there 
Was Something fo noble in her, and £0 fincere, 
that it ſurpris'd me. It Was not long before ſhe 
-confeſs'd the Inclination ſhe had for aud 
even acquainted me With the Advance I had 
gain'd in ber Heart; and as ſhe conceal'd No- 
ching which was to my Advantage, ſhe alſo told 
me that which. was otherwiſe. She did not 
believe, ſhe faid, that I loy*dher truly; and till 
ſhe was better convinc'd of it, ſhe wou'd-acver 

conſent to marty me. 82 Tata 
I cou'd not to expreſs my Joy at this won- 
derful Succeſs, and to ſee the Sment and 
Trouble ſhe was involv'd in, by a Paſſion hi- 
therto unknown. How en Foreign was it to 
know the Confuſion Belaſire was under, to find 
the was no longer Miſtreſs of her ſelf, and that 
ſhe had Sentiments in her Breaſt which ſhe cou'd 
not controul. I felt a Rapture in this Begin- 
ning beyond Imagination; and he who never 
taſted the Pleafure of kindling an exttavagant 
Paſſion in a Heart, which not experienc'd 
the gentleſt Impreſſion before, may juſtly! ſay he 
is. a Stranger to the true Pleaſures of Love. If 
I had an exquiſite Delight in diſcovering, Bele- 
 fine's Tenderneſs to me, her doubting my Love, 
and the Impoſlibility I thought there was of ſa- 
tisfying her of it, gave me extreme Diſturbance. 
This laquierade brought. freſh into my 17 5 
s £ 
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me Opinio F had always entertain'd concertiin 
Marriage; I. Was buntes F ſaw, — 
Misförtunes I had fo' muck fear'd;- and ſhou'd 
not he able to convince Belaſire that I loy'd 
her; or if L did, and if ſhe had à real Affectibn 


for meg I ſhou'd yet be expos'd to the Unhap- 


pineſs of having her Love decline Marriage, 
ſaid! I, Will 75 _ ſhe will love 
me only out of Duty; and perhaps ſſie may 
funey another: In a word, I repreſented to my 
ſelf the Miſery of Jeatleuſy in ſuch a manner, 


that as much as T-adinit'® Beluſtre, I refolv'd to 


the Thing? no further, and preferr'd the 

rouble of living? without her, to that of living 
Wirk her aud not being low'd. | 

BEE ASFRE was ſoon in the ſame Per- 


{exits of Mind as my ſelf: We open'd our 


houghts freely to each other, and talk'd about 
the NReaſons we had never to! become related. 
Several times we reſolv'd tp break off our Ac- 
quaintunce, and: took Leave with- a Deſign to 
execute our Reſolution; but our Reſolution 
was ſo weak, and our Inclination' ſo ſtrong, 
that the Moment we parted; we thought of no- 

ting but how to meet again. After à lon 
jr] on either fide, I remov'd Belaſires 
Scruples, and ſhe quieted mine; ſhe'promis'd to 
conſent to out Marriage, as ſoon as thoſe . 
whom we depended; had ſettled the neceflary 
Meaſures. Before it cou'd' be finiſſf d, her Fa- 
tker Was oblig' d to leave the Court, being ſent 
to the Frontiers by tlie King, to ſign a Treaty 
with the Mors; and we were forc'd to wait his 
Return! In the mean time J was the happieſt 
Man in the World; I regarded nothing but 
Belafire'; Tir ee lice paionatery, and adj 105 
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her beyond all Women, and thought I was at 
the Point of poſſeſſing her for ever. 

I viſited her with all the Freedom of a Man, 
who was -ſhortly to be her Husband: When 
one Day my evil Genius put me upon deſiring 
of her the Hiſtory of the Steps her former Lo- 
vers had taken to gain her Favour; becauſe it 
wou'd be a Pleaſure to me, to ſee the Difference 
between ber Behaviour towards them and to- 
wards my ſelf. She repeated their Names, and 
told me all the Methods they had purſu'd; 
adding, that thoſe who perſever'd the longeſt, were 
thoſe ſhe moſt diſlik'd; and that the Count de 
Lare, who had lov'd her to his Death, never 
pleas'd her at all. I know not why; but after 
I heard this, I had more Curioſity about the 
Count than about all the others. His extraor- 
dinary Conſtancy ſtruck my Mind; and I begg'd 
her to relate every Particular which paſs'd be- 
tween them: She did; and tho” ſhe ſaid no- 
thing which cou'd give me Offence, a Kind of 
Jealouſy ſprung up in my Heart. I perceiv'd, 
that if ſhe hadexpreſs'd no Affection for him, yet 
ſhe had ſhewn at leaſt a wonderful Eſteem; and I 
ſuſpected ſhe had not declar'd all her Sentiments 
concerning him. I wou'd not ſpeak my Thoughts, 
but withdrew in more Diſturbance than uſual. 
I flept little, and had no Reſt till I ſaw her a- 
gain the next Day, and made her repeat the Sto- 
ry. It was impoſſible ſhe ſhou'd have mention'd 
at firſt all the Circumſtances of a Paſſion which 
had continu'd ſeveral Years; OST ſhe 
told me Things now, which ſhe omitted before, 


and which I beliey'd ſhe had conceal'd out of 
Deſign. - I ask'd her a thouſand Queſtions, and 


intreated her upon my Knees to anſwer ſhea 
lin- 
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ſincerely : But tho' her Anſwers were ſuch as 
I wou'd have wiſh'd, I fancy'd they were only 
fram'd to humour me; and if ſhe told me ſome 
Things which were in favour of the Count, I 
concluded ſhe kept many more conceal'd ; in 
ſhort, Jealouſy with all its Horrors took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of my Soul. I now ſuffer'd her to have 
no Reſt;:I cou'd no longer talk to her of Love; 
all my Converſation ran upon the Count Ye 
Lare; an&Þ was out of my Wits, for having 
reviv'd his Actions in her Mind. I reſoly'd to 
mention him no more, but I was perpetually 
recollecting fome Circumſtance or other, which 
I wanted to have explain'd ; and whenever this 
Diſcourſe was began, it was a perfect Laby- 
rinth to me, and I cou'd not get out of it; and 
I was equally eager to ſpeak of him and to for- 


A. 
I paſs'd whole Nights without Sleep. Bela- 
fire appear'd to me no longer the ſame Perſon. 
What was the Charm, ſaid I, which kindle 
up my Paſſion? Was it not the Notion that 
Belaſire never lov'd any one before? and yer, 
by all ſhe herſelf has told me, ſhe cou'd cer- 
tainty have no Averſion to the Count de Lare. 
She has expreſs d too great an Eſteem for him, 
and treated him too civilly; and unleſs ſne had 
lov'd him, ſhe wou'd have hated him for the 
tedious Solicitation he gave her, by himſelf and 
by his Relations. No, Belaſire, you have de- 
ceiv'd me; you are not the Woman TI believ'd 
you to be; T'ador'd you as one who had never 
lov'd; it was this gave Birth to my Affection; 
but you are ſuch no more; and it is juſt I ſnou'd 
recall all my former Fondneſs. Vet if ſhe told 
me true, reply'd I, what 7 Injuſtice do I —_ 
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her! and how much do J injure myſelf in ro- 
nouncing the Pleaſure I ſhow have in being 
lov'd by her? 4 
Upon this, I geſolv'd to talk with her once 
more, imagining I cou'd explain to her what it 
was Which ; me uneaſy more exactly, and 
clear up the whole Affair with her in ſo happy a 
manner, as to leave no Suſpicion. I did as I re- 
ſolv'd ; but this time of 5 was not the 
laſt; for the next Day I reſum'd the Diſcourſe 
with more Warmth than before; and Belabre, 
who had ſhewn an unparallel'd Patience; and 
Goodneſs till now, and had borne all my Sur- 
miſes, and labour'd to remove them, began to 
be weary'd with the Continuance of a J 
ſo violent and ill-ſypposted. 
ALPHO NS, ſaid the to me one Day, I 
ſee plainly theſe Fancies you have entertain'd 
are going to extinguiſn your Love; but you muſt 
alſo remember, they will anfallibly deſtroy mine 
to you. Confider, I conjure you, about what 
it is you torture me, and about what you tor- 
ture your ſelf: It is about a dead Man, whom 
you cannot believe I loy'd, fince I did not 
marry him; for if I had lov'd him, my Rela- 
tions wou'd have willingly conſented to the 
Mateh, and there was moon to oppoſe it. 1 
am indeed, Madam, anfwer'd I, jealous of a 
dead Man, and it is this which makes me deſpe- 
rate; for if the Count were living, I cou'd 
judge by your mutual Behaviour at preſent, 
concerning what is paſs'd, and your Condutt to 
72 ple rg — og ew s did not love him. 
t ye the Pleaſure in marrying you, 
to deprive him of the Hope you had ſecretly 
given bin, notwithſtanding all your Profeſſions 


to 
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to me of the contrary. But he is dead, and per- 
haps — perſuaded that you wou'd have lov'd 
him, if he had HV d. Ah, Belaſire, I cannot be 
happy, whenever I think another Perſon be- 
fides me, has beenable to flatter himſelf that you 
lov'd him. But Alphonſo, ſaid ſhe, if I loy'd 
him, why did I not marry him? Becauſe, Ire - 
ply'd, you did not love him enough for that, 
and the Reluctance you have to Marriage cou'd 
not be overcome by a moderate Paſſion. I am 
well perſuaded you love me better than you did 
the Count de Lare; yet the Love you had for 
him, as little as it was, rains all my Peace: I 
am no longer the only Man who has pleas'd 
you; I am no longer the firſt who ſhew'd —4 
what it is to Love; your Heart has been affected 
by a former Impreflion: In ſhort, Madam, the 
—— which produc'd my Happineſs is 
yaniſh'd, and you no more appear of that inva» 
luable Price in my Eyes. | 

Bor how. have you been able to be eaſy, 
Alphonſo, ſaid ſhe, with others whom ear : 
I wou'd fain know whether you found in them 
a Heart unacquainted with a former Paſſion, I 
never propos'd it, Madam, Ireply'd, nor hop'd 
to find it among them. I did not ſappoſe them 
incapable of loving others beſide my ſelf; I was 
contented. with believing they had never lov'd 
any fo well. But, Madam, the Caſe is diffe- 
rent with reſpect to your ſelf; I always. re- 
garded you as one above the Paſſion of Love, 
and who wou'd not have known it but by me; 
and it was a Pride and Delight to me at once, 
to be able to make ſo extraordinary a Con- 
queſt: For Pity's' Sake therefore leave me no 
longer in this KK but if you _ 
F a 4 Up- 
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ſuppreſs'd any Thing relating to the Count de 
Lare, declare it; for the Merit of confeſſing it, 
and your Sincerity will afford me ſome Conſo- 
lation perhaps under what I ſhall hear. Clear 
up my Suſpicions, and ſuffer me not to ſet a 
Value upon you higher than I onght, or at leaſt 
than you deſerve. : 

Ir you have not loſt your Reaſon, ſaid Be/a- 
fire, you may ſee plainly, that fince I have not 
_ fatisfy*'d you, I never ſhall be able to do it: 

But if I cou'd add any Thing to what I have al- 
ready told you, this alone wou'd be an infalli- 
ble Proof that I never fancy'd the Count, that I 
affirm it as I do. Had I lov'd him, Nothing 
cou'd have made me diſown it; for I ſhou'd 
think it a Crime to diſclaim my good Opinion 
of a Man, who had deſery'd it, after his Death. 
Reſt fecure then, yr . I never knew any 
Perſon who had it in his Power to give you the 
leaſt Uneaſineſs. Convince me of this, Madam, 
cry'd I, repeat it athouſand times; give it me in 
Writing, and reſtore to me the exquiſite Pleaſure 
of loving you, as I wiſh to do; and above all, 
pardon me the Torture I havepreſum'd.tocreate 
you. I afflict my ſelf more than you, and if the 
Condition I am in cou'd be prevented, I wou'd 
gladly do it with the Loſs of my Life. 
THESE laſt Words made an Impreſſion 
upon Belaſire; ſhe ſaw I was not Maſter of my 
own Sentiments; and promis'd to put down in 
Writing all her Thoughts and Actions relating to 
the Count de Lare. Tho' I had heard the Story 
from her Mouth over and over, it pleas'd me to 
think I ſhou'd now read it written by her own 
Hand. The next Day ſhe perform'd her Pro- 
miſe, and ſent me an exact Relation of 2 the 

| Count 
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Count de Lare's Behaviour, and the Meaſures 
ſhe had us'd to cure his Paſſion, and the Rea- 
ſons which might ſatisty me that what ſhe had 
told me was true. | 

Tk whole was expreſs'd in ſuch a man- 
ner, as ought to have ſilenc'd my capricious 
Fancies for ever; but it had a contrary Effect. 
I began to be enrag'd at my ſelf for obliging Be- 
laſire to employ ſo much Lime in thinking up- 
'on the Count de Lare. Thoſe Parts of her 
Paper where ſhe enter'd into Particulars were 
inſupportable to me, as ſhewing how well ſhe 
preſery'd in Memory the Actions of a Man 
who was indifferent to her; and when ſhe 
was more general and ſhort, I believ'd there 
had been ſome Circumſtances, which ſhe had not 
dar'd to diſcloſe; in ſhort, I turn'd it all to 
Poyſon, and went to viſit her ten times more 
provok'd and deſperate. 

SHE, who knew fully what Reaſon I had to 
be ſatisfy'd, was offended at my unjuſt Reſent- 
ments, and gave me to underſtand it with more 
Warmth than ever. As angry as I was, I made 
the beſt Excufe I cou'd, being ſenfible I had 
wrong'd her, but it was not in my Power to 
exerciſe Difcretion. I told her, the extreme 
Delicateneſs I ſhew'd about her Sentiments con- 
cerning the Count de Lare, was a Demonſtra- 
tion of my Affection and Eſteem for her; that 
it was only the infinite Value JI ſet upon her 
Heart, which produc'd ſuch violent Fears of its 
having receiv'd any ſmall Impreſſion from ano 
ther: In ſhort, I ſaid all I cou'd imagine to ju- 
ftify my l but Belaſire did not approve 
my Defence. What I mention'd, fhe told me, 
might occaſion ſome light Concern, but ſo per- 

ne F ſiſting 
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fiſting a Suſpicion cou'd ariſe only from my bad 
and ungovernable Temper; that I made her in 
pain for the future Part of her Life, and if I 
continu'd thus, ſhe ſhou'd be obtig'd to change 
her Mind. 

I trembled at theſe Menaces, and throwing 
my felf at her Knees, proteſted ſhe ſhou'd hear 
of my Uneaſineſs no more; and indeed [ 
thought I ſhou'd be able to fabdue it; but this 
laſted only fora few Days. I foon began to vex 
her again; I often again begg'd Pardon; but 
convine'd her as often that I ſhou'd always be- 
lieve ſhe had lov'd the Count, and that this 
Opinion wou'd make me unhappy for ever. 

I had long ago contracted an intimateFriend- 
fhip with a Nie of Quality, call'd Dos Mauric, 
whoſe Merit was equal to the Sweetnefs of his 
Manners: The Union there was between us, 
introduc'd one alſo between him and Belafire ; 
I was not diſpleas'd at their Acquaintance; 
but on the contrary took a Delight to promote 
it. He had obſerv'd me feveral times in my 
froward Fits, and tho? I kept no Secrets from 
him, yet J was fo aſham'd of this fooliſh Ima- 
gination, that I cou'd not let him know it. He 
came in one Day to ſee Belafere, when I had 
been more extravagant upon this Subject than 
uſual ; and ſhe was more than ordinarily tir'd 
with my. fantaſtical Jealouſy. Dow Mauric 
diſcern'd by our Looks, that we had been 
diſputing ; I had always begg'd her not to diſ- 
eover my Weakneſs to him, and repeated my 
Requeſt when he was coming in; but ſhe was 
willing to ſhame me, and without giving me 
Time to prevent her, told him the Occaſion of 
my Diſturbance. He ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd, and 

thought 
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thought it {© groundieſs, and reproach'd me for 
it ſo ſeverely, that he cut me to the Heart. You 
may judge by this whether I had not urg'd het 
too far, and how violent a Diſpoſition I had to 
be jealons. / | | 

the manner of hiscenſuring me, he ſeem'd 
to have been pre · inſttucted by Belaſire. I faw 
had exceeded the Bounds of Reafon, but ill 
I conceiv'd I ought not to be condemn'd abſo- 
larety, at leaft not by one who was in Love 
with Belafire : For I imagin'd Don Manric 
was 16 himſelf, and had been for ſome Time, 
and that he thought my being lov'd by her a- 
gain was ſuch a Happineſs, that I cou'd have 
no Occaſion to complain, if ſhe had once had 
4 Kindneſs for another. I fancy'd alfo Bela- 
fire was ſufficiently aware that Don Manric's 
Regard to her was. ſomething more than Friend- 
ſhip, and that, according to the common Infirmity 
of Women, fhe was not ill-pleas'd at it; and' 
without ſuſpecting her being Unfaithful to me, 
I-was jealous of her Intimacy with a Man whom 
ſhe might apprehend to be her Lover. Beiaſire 
and Don Mazric, who faw me ſo diſcompos'd, 
were very. far from divining the Cauſe of my 
Perplexity. . They try'd to relieve me by all the 
8 they cou'd invent, but what they 
faid madded me the more. I left them; and 
when I was alone, the new Misfortune I had 
incurr'd appear'd to me infinitely beyond the 
former. I then perceiv'd 1 had been a Fool to 
fear a Man who cou'd hurt me no longer; and 
that I ought to dread Don Manric on every 
Account. He was graceful, and Belaſire had 
2 great Eſteem and Friendſhip for him: She faw 
him often; ſhe was weary of . and 
ee | elent- 
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Reſentments; ſhe ſeem'd to unburthen herſelf 
to him, and inſenſibly to admit him into the 
Place I had poſſeſs'd in her Heart. In ſhort, I 
was more in Pain for Don Mauric than I had 
erer been for the Count de Lare. I knew in- 
deed he was in Love with another, and had 
been for a long while; but ſhe was ſo inferior 
to Belaſire, that I cou'd have no Security from 
that Paſſion. | | 

As it was my Deſtiny that I was not able 
entirely to abandon my ſelf to my Suſpicions, 
and had ſtill Reflection enough remaining to 
keep me unreſolv'd, I was not ſo unjuſt as to 
believe Don Manric made it his Endeavour to 
deprive me of Belaſire. I ſuppos'd he might be- 
come enamour'd of her without knowing or 
defigning it; and that for the ſake of our 
Friendſhip he might labour to overcome ſuch an 
Inclination, and by- not ſpeaking of it to her, 
he might let her ſee he had no Expectation of 
. Succeſs, I thought I had no Reaſon to be of- 
tended at him, ſince his Regard to me reſtrain'd 
him from declaring himſelf. And as I had been 
zealous of a dead Man, without knowing whe- 
ther I had grounds for it or no, I was now jea- 
lous of my Friend, and look'd upon him as m 
Rival, without thinking I had ſufficient Cauſe 
to hate him. It is needleſs to tell you what I 
felt from ſo ſtrange a Situation of Mind; you 
will readily imagine it. When I met Don 
Manric, I excus'd my concealing from him my 
Uneafineſs about the Count de Lare; but ſaid 
not a word to him of my new Suſpicion. I ne- 
ver mention'd it neither to Belaſire, Jeſt it 
might forfeit me her Favour if ſhe knew it. 
And as I was ſatisfy'd ſhe lov'd me very mo 
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I believ'd; if I cou'd command my ſelf not to 
appear fanciful and indiſcreet, ſhe wou'd never 
leave me for Don Maxric; and thus my Intereſt 
oblig'd me not to let my Jealouſy appear. I 
begg'd Pardon alſo of Belaſire, and aſſur d her 1 
was perfectly come to my Senſes, and was 
haunted with my Chimera's no more. She was 
extremely pleas'd to hear it, tho“ by her exact 
Knowledge of my Temper, ſhe clearly diſcern'd 
I was not ſo eaſy as I wou'd ſeem to be. $0 
DON MANKRIC continu'd to viſit her, as 
before; and the rather, becauſe of the mutual 
Confidence there was between them about the 
Affair of my unreaſonable Suſpicion. As Bela- 
fire had obſerv'd I was diſpleas'd at her ſpeak- 
ing of it to him, ſhe never touch'd upon it again 
in my Preſence ; but whenever ſhe found me 
diſturb'd, ſhe made her Complaint to him, and. 
deſir'd him to aſſiſt her to pacify me. It was my 
Misfortune to ſee her break off Diſcourſe with 
him two or three times as I was coming into the 
Room; you will imagine what an Effect ſuch. 
an Accident muſt have upon a Mind ſo jealous. 
as mine. However I ſaw ſo much Tenderneſs. 
in Belafire's Heart to me, and ſhe ſeem'd ſo joy'd: 
whenever ſhe found me chearful, that I cou'd 
not perſuade my ſelf ſhe loy'd Don Manric e- 
nough, to have a Deſign on foot with him ; 
nor that Don Manric, Who meant only to pre- 
vent my embroiling my ſelf with her, enter- 
tain'd a Thought of practiſing upon her, Af- 
fections; yet I was not able to determine what 
Sentiments he had towards her, or ſhe with Re- 
ſpect to him; and very often I did not know my 
own ; in ſhort I was in the moſt wretched Con- 
dition a Man ever expericnc'd. . 
| | | COMING 
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COMING in one Day as ſhe was talking foftly 
to Don Maric, 1 fancy'd the did not faſpelt I ob- 
ſerv'd it; and it came into my Mind, that ſhe 
had often told me, while I teas'd her about the 
Affair of the Count de Lare, that ſhe wou'd 
make me j of a living Man in order to 
cure 7 ealouſy concerning one who was 
dead. I thought it was to fulfill her Threat- 
ning, that ſhe acted thus with Don Mauric, and 


wou'd ſeem to me to have Secrets with him :- 


This Suppoſition leſſen'd my Concern; and for 
ſeveral Days I ſaid nothing to her about it, but 
at laſt reſoly'd to ſpeak.” | 
went to her with this Intention, and falling 
upon my Knees before her; I muſt acknow- 
ledge, Madam, faid I, that the Deſign you had 
to torture me, has ſucceeded. You have given 
me all the Inquietude you can wiſh; and have 
made me feel, as yon ſeveral times promis'd me, 
it is far more terrible to be jealous of a 
living Man, than of a dead one. I de- 
ſerv'd indeed to be puniſh'd for my Folly ; 
but I am puniſh'd too much; and if you knew 
what I have ſuffer'd by theſe Things, which I 
believe you have done with this Defign, you 
wou'd ſee it is in your Power to make me un- 
happy whenever you pleafe. What is it you 
mean, Alphonſo ? anſwer'd Belafire ; you ima- 
— I have contriv' d to give you Jealouſy, and 
n't you know I have endur'd too much by 
what you have had already in my Deſpite, to 
deſire to create you more? Ah! Madam, ſaid 
I, do not go on to grieve me; I have ſuffer'd- 
enough for once; and tho' I am fenſible the 
Manner of your converſing with Don Manric 
was intended only to execute the Menaces yon 
Ce 
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ſible Sorrow. You have lo fe 5 — 
e 0 * * 


phonſo, reply d Belafere, or el 
purpole to trouble me; as you fay I have con- 


triv'd to torture you. 'You can — 5 
me, it was in my Th rade make = | 
| lous, or that you ne — be Gut, 
added ſhe, lookin | after.” having 
been jealous of a N did not 
love, I wou'd fain have you be jealous of a 
living one who does not tove me. How, Ma- 
dam, anſwer*d I, had you no Intention to make 
me jealous of Don Mauri i Have you merely 
follow'd your Inclination in treating him as 
_ have done? Was it not for the Sake 
of giving me Suſpicion that you broke off talk- 
ing with him, and chang'd the Diſcourſe upon 
my coming in? Ah! Madam, if it is fo, I am 
more unhappy than I thought, and am the moſt 
unfortunate Man in the whole World. —_ 
are not the moſt unfortunate, ſaid Be/afere, but 
yon are the moſt unreaſonable, and if I were 
to follow my Judgment, I ſhou'd break with 
you utterly, and never ſee you again while 1 
liv'd. But A! /phonſd, continu'd ſhe, is it poſſible 
you ſhou'd uy eatous of Don Manr:i ? And how 
ſhou'd I not, Madam? anſwer*d I, when I ſee 
you carry on a Correſpondence with him which 
you conceal from me? I conceal it, ſaid the, : 
becaufe you were offended when I ſpoke to him 
of your Caprices, and I was unwilling to let you 
underſtand I talk'd with him upon this unpleaſing 
Subject, and of the Vexation it caus'd me. 
Do you complain, Madam, return'd I, of my 
Temper to my Rival, an = think I have 
done amiſs in being jealous I complain'd of 
it 
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it to your Friend, ſaid ſhe, not to your Ri- 


val. Don Manric is my Rival, cry'd I; nor are 
ou able, I believe, to deny it. And for my 
art, ſaid ſhe, I don't think you dare to tell 
me he is, knowing, as you do, that for whole 
_ together he talks to me only about your 
. | | | 
I don't indeed, ſaid I, ſuſpe& Don Manric 
tries to ruin me with you; but he may love you 
notwithſtanding. I believe alſo he never men- 
tions his Love; but as you behave to him, he 
will declare it very ſoon, and the Hope your 
Conduct will inſpire into him, will eafily help 
him to overcome the Scruples which may a- 
riſe from our Friendſhip. Is it poſſible a Man 
can loſe his Underſtanding to that Degree ? 
cry'd Belafire. Do you conſider. your Words? 
Don Manric, you ſay, ſpeaks to me on your 
behalf; and is in Love with me, and yet never 
2 in Favour of himſelf. Can you ſuppoſe 

uch wild Improbabilities? Don't you believe I 
love you, and that Don Manuric loves you alſo? 
Yes, Madam, I reply'd, Ibelieve both. How can 
you imagine then, {aid ſhe, 1 love you, and love 
Don Manric too? and that Don Mauric loves. 
me, and loves you likewiſe? Alphoxſo, you diſ- 
pleaſe me mortally by ſhewing ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable Mind? I ſee it is an incurable Evil; 
and that if I reſolve to marry you, I mult at 
the ſame time reſolve to be the moſt wretched: 
Woman living. I certainly love you very well; 
but not well enough to purchaſe you at ſuch a 
Price. The jealouſies of Lovers are always 
tireſome, but thoſe of a Husband are both tire- 
ſome and dangerous. You place what I ſhou'd 
fatter if I had marry'd you, 10 clearly _ my 
| Ke” Yes, 
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Eyes, that I believe I ſhall never conſent. I 
love you too much not to be deeply touch! 
to ſee I ſhall not paſs my 'Life with you, as I 
hop'd to do: Leave me alone, I beſeech you; 
your Words and your Sight ſerve only to in- 
flame my Grief. 
Tus ſaying, ſhe turn'd away without ſtay- 
ing for my Reply; and going into her Cloſet, 
lock'd the Door, and refus'd to open it not- 
withſtanding all my Intreaties. I was forc'd to 
return home in ſuch Confuſion and Deſpair, 
that I wonder I did not loſe the ſmalt Remains 
of Reaſon I had yet retain'd. I went to Bela- 
fire the next Day, and found her very dejected: 
She ſpoke to me mildly and even with Kindneſs, 
but let fall no Expreſſion which cou'd make me 
fear ſhe intended to forſake me. I fancy'd the 
might try to take ſuch a Reſolution, and, as one 
is ready to flatter one's ſelf, I believ'd ſhe wou'd 
ſoon entertain other Thoughts. I begg'd Par- 
don for my Weakneſles, as I had done a hun- 
dred times before; and deſir'd her to ſay nothing 
to Don Mauric; and conjur'd her, upon my 
Knees, to alter her Behaviour to him, and no 
longer uſe him ſo well as to make me uneaſy. I 
will not mention your Folly, ſaid ſhe, to Don 
Manric, but I ſhall change nothing in my Man- 
ner of eonverſing with him. If he had a Love 
for me, I wou'd never ſee him, tho? it wou'd 
not trouble you, but he has only Friendſhip; 
you know your ſelf he loves another; I eſteem 
and honour him; you conſented I ſhou'd ; to be of- 
tended at it therefore is abſurd and extravagant: 
And if I ſhou'd ſatisfy you about him, you wou'd 
quickly be in the ſame Condition on Account 
of ſome other Perſon, as yau are now _ 
| his, 
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his. For this Reaſon you muſt not think to 
make me alter my Conduct, for it is certain 1 


never ſhall. 


I am willing to believe, anſwer'd I, that all 
you ſay is true, and that you do not think Don 
Mauric loves you; but I believe he does, Ma- 
dam, and that is ſufficient. I know you have 


only a Friendſhip for him; but it is a ſort of 


Friendſhip ſo tender and ſo full of Confidence, 
Efteem and Approbation, that tho* it may not 
proceed from Love, I have Cauſe to be jealous, 
and fear it ſhou'd take-up too great a Portion of 
your Heart. Your Refuſal to change your Car- 


riage towards him, ſhews I dread him juſtly. 


To convince you, ſaid ſhe, that I refuſe it not 
on his Account, but wholly upon your own, 
if you ſhou'd require me not to ſee the Man whom 


I moſt deſpis'd, I wou'd deny you, as I have 


done to break off my Friendſhip to Dow Mau- 


ric. I believe it, Madam, ſaid I, but it is not 


the Man you deſpiſe moſt, of whom I am jea- 
lons ; it is a Man whom you love well enough 
to prefer him to my Repoſe. I ſuſpe& you nei- 
ther of Infirmity nor Change; but I own, I can- 
not bear you ſhou'd have affectionate Senti- 
ments for any one befides my ſelf. I confeſs 
alſo, it ſtabbs me to the Heart, to fee you do 
not diſlike Don Mazric, when you know he 
loves you ; and 1 think the Happineſs of loving 
dee being hated by you, ought to be- 

g to me alone. Allow me that which I have 
requeſted, and conſider how far this Jealouſy is 
from deſerving your Diſpleaſure. To theſe 
Words I added all the Expreſſions I cou'd in- 
vent to obtain the Thing I wiſlfd ; but it was 
utterly impofſible. 
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A conũd erable Space of Time paſs'd after 
this, duting which I grew more and more jea- 
lous of Dow Marric ; but I govern'd my ſelf ſo 
far as to hide it from him; and Belaſre had the 
Prudence not to ſpeak to him of it, but made 
him believe my Uneaſineſs aroſe only from the 
Affair of the Count de Lare. However ſhe 
did not alter her Conduct with Don Marric, and 
25 he was ignorant of my Sentiments, he con- 
yers'd with her as formerly ; and thus my Jea- 
jonſy increas d, and came to ſuch a Hei 
that I perſecuted Belaſire inceſſantly. 
AFTER this Vexation had continu'd a 1 
Time, and this beautiful Creature had in vai 
endeavour'd to cure me of my Frenzy, I heard 
for two Days together that ſne was ill, and in a 
Condition very different from that in which I 
left her. The third Day fhe ſent for me; I went 
to her, and found her in a deep Melancholy, 
which I apprehended was her Diſtemper. She 
made me ſit down by the Side of her Conch 
upon which ſhe was lying, and after ſome Mo- 
ments Silence, Alphonſo, ſaid he, I believe you 
ſee plainly that I have try'd for ſome Time to 
take up a Reſolation to diſengage my ſelf from 
yon. Whatever Reaſons I had to determine me 
to do it, I don't think I ſhow'd have been able to 
accompliſh it, if you had not given me Power 
by thoſe extraordinary Infirmities you have 
ſhewn. If they had been only in a m e De- 
gree, and I cou'd have perſuaded my ſelf it 
was poſſible to recover you from them by good 
Conduct on my Part, how auſtere and cautions 
ſoever it had been, the Paſſion I have for you 
wou'd have cans'd me toembrace it with foy. 


But as I perceive this Malady of your Mindis 
5 28 beyond 
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beyond a Remedy, and that when you find no 
Subject to torture your ſelf about, you make 
Occaſions from Things which never were, and 
which will never be, I am conſtrain'd, both 
for your Repoſe and my own, to acquaint you 
that I am abſolutely reſolv'd to break with you, 
and not to marry you. I muſt tell you alſo, 
ſince this will be the laft Converſation we ſhall 
have together, that I have no Inclination for 
any Perſon beſide your ſelf; and that you alone 
have been capable of affecting me. But fince 
you have confirm'd me in the Opinion I had, 
that it is impoſſible to be happy in loving any 
one; you, who are the only Man I have found 
deſerving to be lov'd, reſt aſſur'd I will love 
none, and that the Impreſſion you have made 
in my Heart is the only one it has known, or 
will ever receive. I deſire alſo you will not 
imagine I have too great a Friendſhip for Don 
Manuric; I refus'd to alter my Deportment to- 
wards him, merely to ſee whether your Reaſon 
wou'd not return to you, and to have an Op- 
portunity of giving my ſelf back to your Arms, 
if I had underſtood your Temper cou'd admit 
a Cure ; but I have not been ſo happy ; this a- 
lone was the Reaſon of iny not complying with 
your Requeſt ; this Reaſon is now ceas'd ; I 
ſacrifice Don Manuric to you, and have intreat- 
ed him to ſee me no more; I beg Pardon for 
diſcovering your Jealouſy to him; but I cou'd 
not avoid it, and he wou'd have learn'd it from 
our Separation. My Father atriv'd here yeſter- 
day in the Evening ; I told him my Reſolution, - 
and he is gone at my Requeſt to impart it to your 
Father. Think not then, Alphonſo, to make me 
change my Mind; I have done what will fix this 

J | Deſign 
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Deſign before I let you know it. I delay'd it 
as long as I cou'd, and perhaps more out of 
Love to my ſelf, than to you. Ret aſſur'd no 
one will ever be lov'd ſo ſolely, and ſo faithful- 
ly as you have been. | 4 
I can't tell whether Belaſire ſpoke farther ; 
but as my Conſternation was ſo great when ſhe 
firſt began, that I had not Power to interrupt 
her, my Spirits fail'd at the laſt Expreſſions ; I 
fainted away, and what ſhe or the Servants did 
I know not; but when I recover'd I found my 
ſelf in my own Bed, and Don Manric by me, 
with all the Actions of a Man in as much De- 
ſpair as my ſelf. A 8 I 
WHEN we were alone, he omitted Nothing 

to juſtify himſelf from the Suſpicions I had en- 
tertain'd of him, and to expreſs his Grief at be- 
ing the innocent Cauſe of my Misfortune. As 
he lov'd me F he was extremely moy'd 
at my Condition. I fell "oy ill; and Was con- 
vinc'd, but too late, of the Injuſtice I had done 
my Friend. I conjur'd him to forgive me, 
and to wait upon Belafire from me and beg Par- 
don of her, and endeavour to move her Heart. 
He went to her Houſe, and was told ſhe cou'd 
not be feen; he calld there again every Day, 
while I lay ill, but equally in vain. ' As ſoon. 
as I was able to walk, I went thither my ſelf, 
and had the fame Anſwer ; and the ſecond time 
I call'd, one of her Women told me from her, 
that I ſhou'd come no more, for ſhe wou'd not 
ſee me. When I found there was no Hope of 
ſeeing Belafire, I thought I ſhow'd have expir'd. 
I always believ'd her great Affection to me, 
wou'd have reconcil'd her, if I cou'd but fpeak 
with her; but ſince ſhe wou'd not grant mea Hear- 
ing, 
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ring, 1 was wholly in Deſpatr, and the Deſpait 
of poſſeffing Belafre was certainly inſupporta- 
ble to one who r'd to be fo near it, and 
lov'd her ſo exceflively. I dttanpred by att 
Means imaginable, to get to her; but ſhe ſhan'd 
me ſo ſtudiouſly, and kept ſo retir d, that it was 
utferly impoſſible to do it. | 

ALL the Confolation I had, wits to go and 
paſs the Night under her Window ; but I never 
had the Pleaſnre to find it open. One Day I 
fancy'd I heard it open as I walk'd below ; 
Rs next Day I t ht the fame; in ſhore; 

flatter'd my ſelf that Belafire had a Mind to 
look at me without being ſeen, and that he 
came up to the Window, when ffie heatd me 
going away. TI refoly'd therefore to ſeem to 

part at my uſual Hour, and to come back im- 
mediately in to order try if I cord diſcover her; 
J did as 1 defign d; I walk'd down W the End 
of the Street, as if I was going home, and heurd 
the Window open diſtinctly; I returr d in an 
Inſtant, and imagin'd I faw Belaſire; but as I 
approach'd, I perceiv'd'a Man creeping up cloſe 
to the Wall under the Window, as if he wou'd 
conceal himſelf. I know not how, but in ſpite 
5 the Darkneſs of the Night, 1 thought it was 
Don Mauric; this made me frantick; I believ'd 
Belaſire lov'd him, that he was come thither to 
talk with her, and that ſhe open'd the Window 
for him; in a word, I concluded I ow'd the 
Loſs of Belafre to him. In this Agitation 1 


drew, arid we began to fight with Fury; I found 


I had wounded him in two Places, but he con- 
tinu'd: to defend himſelf. At the Noiſe of our 
Swords, or by Belaſire's Orders, there came ſome 
out of her Houſe to part us. Dow Maurio knew 

| me 


by the Light of the Torches ; he ſtarted back 
ſome Paces ; and I advanc'd to ſeize his 
but he drop'd it, and with a feeble Voice 
you, ſays be, Alphonſo 7 And is it pofſib 
mou'd be unfortunate enough to e with 
you? Traytor, cry'd I, it is I who will take 
your Life; for you deprive me of Belaſire, and 
paſs the Nights at her Window, which is ctoſe 
0 N ANR To, wh leaning again 
4 Who Was a 

the Wall, ſupported by ſome Perſons, not ha- 
ving Strength to ſtand, look'd on me with Eyes 
full of Tears; I am very unhappy, ſaid he; at- 
ways to make you uneaſy ; but I have this 
Comfort under my cruel Deſtiny, that I loſe nx 
Life by your Hands. I am dying, and the Con- 
dition I am in, ought to ſatiety you of the Truths 
of my Words. I ſwear to you, I never had: a 
Thought of Belafre, which cou'd give you Of- 
fence. The Love I had to another, and which I 
did not hide from you, brought me out to- 
Night; I thought I was watch d; I thought I 
was purſi'd.; I ran very faſt, and having turn'd 
thro? feveral Streets, ftopp'd where you diſco- 
ver'd me, not knowing it was Belaſire s Lodg- 
ing. This is the Truth, my dear Alpbonſo; I 
conjure you not to afflid your ſelf for my Death; 
I forgive you with my whole Heart, continu'd 
he, holding out his Arms to embrace me; when 
his Spirits failing, he ſunk down in their 
Hands who ſuſtain'd him. 

WorvD's cannot expreſs what I then con- 
ceiv'd, and the Rage I had againſt my ſelf: Se- 
veral Times I reſolv'd to run my Sword thro” my 
Body, eſpecially when I faw Don Mauric expire. 
| was led off from him: And the Count de 

| Gue varre, 


Is it 
le 1 
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* Guevarre, Belaſire's Father, who came out at 
hearing Don Manric's Name and mine, had me 
home, and put me into my Father's Hands. [ 
was never left alone, becauſe of the Deſpera- 
tion I was in; but the Care to watch me had 
been ineffectual, if my Morals had allow'd me 
to put an End to my own Life. The Grief 
I knew Belafre wou'd receive from an Acci- 
dent which happen'd on her Account, and the 
Noiſe it wou'd make in the Court, plung'd me 
in Deſpair; and when I confſider'd that all the 
Miſery ſhe wou'd ſuffer, and all I was my ſelf 
overwhelm'd with, proceeded wholly from my 
on Fault, I was in a Fury not to be ima- 

in'd. | R | 

E TRE Count de Guevarre, who had retain'd 
2 great Friendſhip for me, came to ſee me of- 
ten. He forgave me this e on 
Account of my Paſſion for his Daughter. I 
learn'd by him that ſhe was inconſolable, and 
that her Sorrow kept no Bounds. I underſtood 
her Temper and how delicate ſhe was in her 
Reputation, well enough to know without be- 
ing told, what ſhe muſt feel by ſo dreadful an 
Adventure. Some Days after, I heard a Ser- 
vant of Belaſire's had a Meſſage to me from 
her; I was in Tranſports at ſo dear a Name; I 
ſent for him in, and he deliver'd me the follow- 
ing Letter. 


Belafire's LETTER 0 Alphonſo. 


UR Separation has made the World ſo inſup- 
Portable to me, that I can no longer live in 


is with Pleaſure; and this late Accident has 
wonnded 
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wounded my Reputation ſo deeply, that I cannot 
continue in it with Honour. I am going to retire 
to a Place, where I Hall not have the Shame of 
hearing the different Judgments which are paſi d 
upon me. It was the Opinion you entertain'd of 
me, which has occaſicn'd all my Sorrows. Yet IT 
con'd not reſolve to depart without bidding yon 
adieu, and confeſſing to you, that I love you fill, 
as unreaſonable as you may be. The Aﬀedtion I 
have for you, and the Remembrance of that you 
have had for me, will be all the Sacrifice I have 
% make to God in dedicating my ſelf to his Ser- 
vice, The auſtere Life I am going to embrace, 
eems pleaſant to me ; for nothing can be hard, 
after having endur'd the Pain of rending myſelf 
rom him who loves me, and whom 1 5704 be- 
ond all Things. I muſt acquaint you alſo, that 
he Reſolution 1 have taken will be able to place 
me out of the Power of the Incliuation I have for you; 
nd that ſince our Partiug,uhenever you appear d in 
hat Place where you cans'd ſo much Confuſion, I 
vas prepar'd to have ſpoke to you, and told yon 
| cou"d not live without you. And I don't kay 
vhether I ſhou'd not have told you of it that E- 
ening you attach'd Don Manric, and gave new 
roofs of thoſe Suſpicions which have produc'd 
ll our Misfortunes. Adieu, Alphonſo ; 7h:;;4 
me ſometimes, and, for my Kepoſe, wiſh I may 
ever think of you. 


TuERE wanted nothing to finiſh my Di- 
reſs, but to know Belaſire lov'd me {till : 
d perhaps wou'd have receiv'd me again, 
it had not been for my laſt Extravagance ; 
d that the ſame Accident which had drawn 
ie to kill my beſt Friend, had Joſt me my 
Vor. I G Miſtreſs. 
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hearing Dov Manric's Name and mine, had me 
home, and put me into my Father's Hands. I 
was never left alone, becauſe of the Deſpera- 
tion I was in; but the Care to watch me had 
been ineffectual, if my Morals had allow'd me 
to put an End to my own Life. The Grief 
I knew Belafre wou'd receive from an Acci- 
dent which happen'd on her Account, and the 
Noiſe it wou'd make in the Court, plung'd me 
in Deſpair; and when I confider'd that all the 
Miſery ſhe wou'd ſuffer, and all I was my ſelf 
overwhelm'd with, proceeded wholly from my 


own Fault, I was in a Fury not to be ima- 
gin'd. 4 


TE Count de Guevarre, who had retain'd 


2 great Friendſhip for me, came to ſee me of- 
ten. He forgave me this unhappy Action, on 
Account of my Paſſion for his Daughter. I 
learn'd by him that ſhe was inconſolable, and 
that her Sorrow kept no Bounds. - I underſtood 
her Temper and how delicate ſhe was in her 
Reputation, well enough to know without be- 
ing told, what ſhe muſt feel by ſo dreadful an 

venture. Some Days after, I heard a Ser- 
vant of Belaſire's had a Meſlage to me from 
her; I was in Tranſports at ſo dear a Name; I 
ſent for him in, and he deliver'd me the follow- 
ing Letter. | 


Belafire's LETTER 70 Alphonſo. 
UR epa has made the World ſo inſup- 
ortable 


P to me, that I can no longer live in 


it with Pleaſure; and this late Accident has 
wounded 


Peel. Z 47 IE 121 


wounded my Reputation ſo deeply, that T cannot 
continue in it with Honour. I am going to retire 
to a Place, where I ſhall not have the Shame of 
hearing the different Judgments which are paſi'd 
upon me. It was the Opinion you entertain'd of 
me, which has occaſion'd all my Sorrows. Yet I 
con'd not reſolve to depart without bidding you © 
adieu, and confeſſing to you, that I love you ſtill, 
as unreaſonable as you may be. The Affection 1 
have for you, and the Remembrance of that you 
have had for me, will be all the Sacrifice I hade 
to make to God in dedicating my ſelf to his Ser- 
vice. The auſtere Life I am going to embrace, 
ſeems pleaſant to me ; for nothing can be hard, 
after having endur'd the Pain of reuding myſelf 
from him who loves me, and whom 1 774 be- 
youd all Things. I muſt acquaint you alſo, that 
the Reſolution I have taken will be able to place 
me out of the Power of the Incliuation I have for you; 
and that ſince our Partiug,whenever you appear d in 
that Place where you cans'd ſo much Confuſion, I 
was prepar'd to Jive ſpoke to you, and told yon 
Icoud not live without you. Aud I don't kao 
whether I ſhow d not have told you of it that E- 
rening you attack'd Don Manric, and gave new 
proof of thoſe Suſpictons which have produc'd 
all our Misfortunes. Adieu, Alphonſo ; thin 
of me ſometimes, and, for my Repoſe, wiſh ma 
never think of you. EN 
THERE wanted nothing to finiſh my Di- 
ſtreſs, but to know Belaſire lov'd me till ; 
and perhaps wou'd have receiv'd me again, 
if it had not been for my laſt Extravagance ; 
and that the ſame Accident which had drawn 


me to kill my beſt Friend, had Joſt me my 
Vor. I G Miſtreſs. 
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Miſtreſs, and forc'd her to make herſelf miſe- 
rable for the Remainder of her Life. 

I ask*'d him, who brought me the Letter, where 
Belaſire was; he told me ſhe was conducted to 
a Monaſtery of a very ſevere Order, lately ar- 
riv'd from France; and when ſhe went in, ſhe 


gave him a Letter for her Father, and another 


tor me. Irandr-aly to the Convent, and de- 
ſir'd to fee her; but in vain. I met the Count 
de Cue varre returning from thence; all his Au- 
thority, and all his Intreaties were unavailin 
to make her recal her Reſolution; and ſoon at- 
ter ſhe took the Habit. As long as it was in 
her Power to quit the Houſe, her Father and I 
employ'd all our Efforts with her to do it. I 
wou'd not leave Navarre, as I had deſign'd, 
till I had utterly loſt the Hope of ſeeing Bela- 
fire again. But the Day I underſtood ſhe was 
fix'd for ever, I retir'd without ſaying any 
Thing. My Father was dead, and I had no 
body to detain me there. I went into Catalo- 
nia, with an Intention to embark, and go and 
conclude my Life in the Deſarts of Africh. | 
happen'd to lodge at this Houſe; I Iik'd it; it 
was Solitary, aud exactly ſuch as I deſir'd. 1 
purchas'd it, and have here theſe twenty Years 
led ſuch a ſorrowful Life, as he ought to do, 
who has kill'd his Friend, and made the moſt 
deſerving Woman miſcrable, and by his own 
Fault loſt the Happineſs of having her in his 
Arms. Do yon now think, Sir, that your 
Mistortunes can be compar'd with mine? 


Ar theſe Words Alphonſo ceas'd, and ſeem'd 
o ſunk with Sadneſs, at the recalling his Mit- 
Fortunes afreſh into his Mind, that Goxſales fear'd 

| ſeveral 
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ſeveral times he wou'd expire. He ſaid every 
thing which he thought might give him Com- 
fort; and cou'd not forbear acknowledging 
in his Heart, that the Calamities he had 
heard, might at leaſt be oppos'd to thoſe he 
himſelf had ſuffer'd. | 

NoTwiTHSTANDING this, his Concern 
for the Loſs of Zayde increas'd every Day; he 
told Alphonſo he wou'd leave Spain, and ſerve 
under the Emperor in the War againſt the 
Saracens, who had poſleſs'd themſelves of S:- 
cily, and invaded Italy with continual Incurli- 
ons. Alphoaſo was touch'd to the Quick with this 
Reſolution, and did his utmoſt to difluade him 
from it; but in vain. | 

THe Inquietude of Love wou'd not let 
Gonſalvo reſt in this Solitude; and he was eager 
to depart, from a ſecret Hope, which te was 
not himſelf aware of, that he ſhou'd be able to 
find out Zayde. He reſolv'd therefore to leave 
Alphonſo. Never was a more melancholic Part- 
ing; they talk'd over all the Calamitics of their 
Lives, among which they number'd this of their 
not ſeeing each other again; and e pro- 
mis'd to keep a mutual Intelligence, Alphonſo 
{tay'd behind in his Deſart, and Gonſalvo ſet 
forward to lye at Tortoſa. 

HE lodg'd by a Houſe, whoſe Gardens were 
the greateſt Ornament of the City. He walk'd 
out all the Evening, and part of the Night, up- 
on the Banks of the Eber; and being weary ſate 
down at the End of a Terraſs belonging to 
thoſe beautiful Gardens. The Terraſs was ſo 
low, that he heard ſome Perſons, who were ta- 
king the Air upon it, talk. This did not waken - 
him out of his Muſing; but at laſt he was 

* G 2 rouz'd 
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rouz'd by the Sound of a Voice, which he 
thought was very like 3 and which, in 
ſpite of him, engag'd his Curioſity and Atten- 
tion. He ſtood up to be as near the Head of 
the Terraſs as he cou'd ; but heard nothing, be- 
cauſe they who were walking, being come to 
the End of the Path, were turn'd back and 
gone to Diſtance. He waited, to ſee whe- 
ther they wou'd come forward again; it hap- 
pen'd as he wiſh'd, and he heard the ſame 
Voice, as had before furpris'd him. The Things 
upon which my Joy depends, ſaid ſhe, are too 
irreconcileable. I can never hope to be happy; 
but I ſhou'd complain leſs, if I were able to 
make him know my Sentiments, and were al- 
ſur'd of his. After theſe Words, Gonſalvo 
heard no more with Diſtinction, becauſe ſhe 
who ſpoke was walk'd away too far. She 
drew near a ſecond time, ſtill continuing her 
Diſcourſe; It is true, ſaid ſhe, the Violence 
of firſt Impreſſions may excuſe this which I 
have ſuffer'd to ariſe in my Heart ; but what a 
{trange Accident wou'd it be, if this Inclination, 
which at preſent ſeems ſo favour'd by my De- 
ſtiny, ſhou'd one Day ſerve only to give me 
Pain. This was all Gonſalvo cdu'd underſtand. 
The extraordinary Reſemblance of the Voice 
to that of Zayde aſtoniſh'd him; and perhaps 

he wou'd have ſuſpected it to be the ſame, if 
this Perſon had not ſpoke in Spaniſh; and tho? 
he perceiv'd ſhe had a ſort of Foreign Accent, 
he did not regard it, becauſe they were upon the 
Borders of Spain; where the Pronunciation is 
different from that of Caſtile. He only pity'd 


her who ſpoke, and imagin'd by her 7 
there 
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there was ſomething extraordinary in her For- 
tune. | 

Tat next Day he left Tortoſa, to go and 
take ſhipping; and having travell'd ſome time, 
he ſaw in the Middle of the Eber a ſplendid 
Barge with a magnificent Canopy drawn up on 
both the ſides, and ſeveral Women under it, 
among whom he diſtinguiſh'd Zayde. She was 
ſtanding up, as for the Convenience of having 
a better Proſpect of the River; and yet ſhe 
ſeem'd in a deep Contemplation. One muſt, 
like Gouſalvo, have loſt a Miſtreſs without ho- 
ping ever to ſet Eyes on her again, to be able 
to expreſs what he felt at the Sight of Zayde : 
His Surpriſe and Gladneſs were ſo great, that 
he knew not where he was, nor what he ſaw ; 
he gaz'd heedfully on her, and examining all 
wa, ory was afraid he was miſtaken. He 
cou'd not conceive, that one whom he thought 
ſeparated from him by an ample Sea, ſhou'd be 
parted only by a River. He wou'd fain have 
got up to her, and ſpoke, and have made 
er ſee him, but he was afraid to diſpleaſe her, 
and did not dare to draw Obſervation upon 
himſelf, and ſnew his Joy before thoſe who 
were with her. A lucky Chance ſo unforeſeen, 
and ſuch a Swarm of different Thoughts, left it 
not in his Power to come to any Reſolution; 
but after he was a little ſettled, and was con- 
vinc'd he was not deceiv'd, he determin'd not 
to diſcover himſelf to Zayde, but to follow the 
Barge to Land. He hop'd he ſhou'd find 
Means to ſpeak to her alone, and expected to 
learn the Place of her Birth, and whither 
| the was going, and even fancy'd that by view - 
ing the Company in the Barge, he ſhou'd be 
G 3 able 
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able to diſcern whether the Rival, he ſuppos'd 
himſelf to be like, was with her; in a word, 
that he ſhou'd put an End to all his Uncertain- 
ties, or at leaſt demonſtrate to Zayde the Love 
he had for her. He wiſl'd heartily ſhe had 
turn'd her Eyes towards him; but ſhe was mu- 
ng ſo earneſtly, that fhe look*d only upon the 
iver. 

IN the midſt of his Joy, he call'd to mind 
the Perſon he had overheard in the Garden at 
Tortoſa; and tho' ſhe ſpoke Spaniſh, the Foreign 
Accent he remark'd in it, and his ſeeing Zayde 
fo near the ſame Place, made him believe it 
might be ſhe herſelf. This Reflection diſturb'd 
his Pleaſure ; he remember'd what that unknown 
Woman in the Terraſs had ſaid about a firſt 
Impreſſion; and as willing as a Man is to flat- 
ter himſelf, he was too much perſuaded Zayde 
had a Lover whom ſhe admir'd, to ſuppoſe him- 
ſelf concern'd in that Impreflion. Yet the other 
Words ſhe ſpoke, which he ſtill retain'd, yield- 
ed him ſome Hope. He fancy'd it was not im- 
poſſible, but there might be ſomething in it to 
his Advantage ; and then he fell to doubting 
whether it was Zayde he had over-heard, and 
thought it very unlikely ſhe ſhou'd have learn'd 
Spaniſh in ſo ſhort a time. FE 

AT laſt, the Frouble theſe Uncertainties oc- 
caſion'd vaniſh'd, and he wholly reſign'd himſelf 
to the Joy of finding Zayde again; and without 
conſidering whether ſhe lov'd him or not, he 
thought of nothing but the Tranſport he ſhou'd 
have in being look'd upon by her enchanting 
Eyes. However, he follow'd the Barge along 
the River-ſide ; and tho? he walk'd very faſt, a 


Party of Horſe who were at his Back ur 
| ore 
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fore him. He turn'd out of the Way to avoid 
being ſeen; but one of them happening to be by 
himſelf at a ſmall diſtance from the reſt, his 
Curiofity to gain ſome Information concerning 
Zayde, made Goxſalvo neglect his Caution to- 
conceal himſelf, and ask the Trooper if he 
knew who thoſe Perſons were in the Barge. 
They are People of Diſtinction, reply'd he, a- 
mong the Moors, who have been at Tortoſa a 
few Dare, and came to hire a Veſſel to carry 

them to their own 8 As he ſaid this, 
he look'd ſtedfaſtly upon Gonſaluo, and rode 
with a full Gallop to overtake his Comrades. 

GONSALYLO was ſurpris'd exceedingly at 
what he had heard, and no longer doubted, ſince 
Zayde had tarry'd in Tortoſa, but it was ſhe he 
had heard talking in the Garden. The wind- 
ing of the River, and the riſing of the Ground, 
made him loſe Sight of Zayde. In the ſame 
Inſtant, the whole Body of Horſe, who had 
paſs'd him, came back to him; he concluded 
then they knew him, and wou'd have quitted 
the Road; but they ſurrounded him ſo, that he 
faw it was impoſſible to eſcape them. He 
perceiv'd, he who headed them was Oliban, 
a principal Officer of the Guard to the Prince of 
Leon, and was vex'd to the Soul to find himſelf 
known by him; but it touch'd him far deeper, 
when the Officer told him, he had been ſeeking 
him ſeveral Days, and had Orders from the 
Prince to bring him to Court. 

Wuar, cry'd Gonfalvo, is not the Prince 
content to have us'd me as he has done, but 
will he alſo take away my Liberty! This is the 
only Good that was left me, and I will rather 
periſh than ſuffer it to be raviſh'd from me: 
G 4 At: 
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At this he drew his Sword, and without conſi— 
dering the Number of thoſe who enclos'd him, 
attack'd them ſo fiercely, that he kill'd two or 
three in an Inſtant. Oliban bid the Guards 
only endeavour to ſeize him, and ſecure 
his Life. It was with Difficulty they o- 
bey'd him, and Goxſalvo ply'd them ſo fu- 
riouſly, that they cou'd not defend them- 
ſelves without engaging him. In ſhort, the 
Captain being aſtoniſh'd at his incredible Bra- 
very, and tearing he ſhou'd not be able 
to execute the Prince's Inſtructions, diſmounted, 
and kill'd Goxſalvo's Horſe with his Sword. 
The Horſe fo encumber'd his Maſter in the Fall, 
that he cou'd not free himſelf; his Sword broke, 
and he was encompaſs'd at once. Oliban repre- 
ſcented to him, with a world of Civility, the 
Multitude there was againſt him, and the Im- 
poſſibility of reſiſting. Gowſalve was too ſenſi- 
ble of it, but he thought it ſuch an infinite Miſ- 
fortune to be carry'd back to Leon, that he 
cou'd not conſent to it. To have found Zay de, 
and inſtantly to loſe her again, render'd him ab- 
ſolutely deſperate, and he ſeem'd tobe in ſuch a 
Confuſion, that Oliban believ'd it was his Ap- 
prehenſion of the ill Treatment he ſhou'd re- 
ceive from the Prince, which gave him this ex- 
tream Averſion to return. Sir, ſaid he, you 
muſt certainly be ignorant of what has paſs'd at 
Leon ſome time ſince, or elſe you cou'd not be 
ſo afraid of going thither again. I am ignorant, 
anſwer'd Gonſalvo, of every Thing; I only 
know you wou'd do me a greater Piealure to 
take away my Life, than to conduct me to the 
Prince. I wou'd inform you farther, reply'd 
Oliban, if the Prince had not exprefly forbid me ; 
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I ſhall only add therefore, that you have No- 
thing to fear. I am in hope, cry'd Goxſalvs, 
that my Anguiſh at being brought back to Leon, 
will prevent my being in a Condition, when J 
arrive there, to gratity the Prince's Cruelty. 
A s he ended theſe Words, he look'd to- 
wards the Bark in which Zayde was failing ; 
but he cou'd not ſee her Face; for ſhe ſate up- 
on the farther Side, and turn'd her Head away, 
Was ever Deſtiny like mine? ſaid he to himſelf. 
l loſe Zayde the very Moment I have found 
her. When I ſaw her firlt, and talk'd with her 
in Alphonſo's Houſe, ſhe cou'd not underſtand 
me; and now when I have met with her 
at Tortoſa, and cou'd have been underſtood by 
her, ſhe did not know me; and tho' I lee her, 
and know her, and ſhe cou'd underſtand me, I 
have it not in my Power to ſpeak to her, and 
have no Hope to ſee her again. He ſtood mu- 
fing a-while in theſe various Thoughts, and 
turning at once to thoſe around him; I believe 
ſaid he, you are in no fear of my eſcaping ; I 
beg the Kindneſs of you therefore to let me go 
to the Brink of the River, and ſpeak a few Words 
to the People in yonder Barge. T am extremely 
ſorry, anſwer'd Oliban, that my Orders permit 
me not to grant what you deſire; but I am for- 
bid to let you ſpeak to any one whomſoever, 
_ you will ſuffer me to perform my Injun- 
ions. 

GONSALV O was ſtruck ſo ſenſibly at this 
Refuſal, that the Commander, who obſerv'd 
his Reſentment, and fear'd he ſhou'd call the 
Company in the Barge to aſſiſt him, order'd his 
Troop to have him off to Diſtance from the 
River. They obey'd immediately, and carried 
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Gonſalvo to a Place where they cou'd have the 
moſt convenient Accommodations for the Night. 
The next Morning they took the Road to Leon, 
and march'd ſo ſpeedily that they reach'd it in a 
few Days. Oliban diſpatch'd one of his Men to 


adviſe the Prince of their Arrival, and waited for 


his Return a little Way off from the City. The 
Meſſenger came back with Orders to bring 
Goxſalvo to the Palace by a private Way, and to 
introduce him directly into the Prince's Cloſęt. 
Gonſalvo was ſo diſpirited that he reſign'd him- 
felf to them, without ſo much as asking whither 
they were conveying him. 


End of the Firſt Part of Laydè. 


9. 


—— 


lace of Leon, the Sight of the Place 
where he had once been ſo happy 
ha brought the Ideas of his Fortune 
treſn into his Mind, and reviv'd 
dis Hatred of Don Garcia. His 
Grief for loſing Zayde gave way a few Mo- 
ments to the impetuous Reſentments of lis 
Rage, and he was wholly. taken up with an 
eager Deſire to make the Prince underſtand he 
deſpis'd all the ill Uſage he cou'd receive at his. 

Hands: ; | 
Wuirs he was in this Situation, he ſaw 
Hermeneſilda enter the Room, accompany'd on- 
ly with the Prince of Leon. The ſecing theſe 
two Perſons together in that particular Place, 
and at Midnight, ſo amaz'd him, that he cou'd 
not conceal] his Surpriſe. He drewback ſeveral 
Steps, and his Aſtoniſhment. diſcover'd 2 . 
ently - 
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dently in his Looks the Thoughts which 
crowded in upon his Imagination, that Doz 
Garcia immediately began, Am I not deceiv'd, 
my dear Goxſalvo? Do you know the Changes 
which have happen'd in the Court? Are you in 
doubt whether Hermeneſilda is lawfully my 
own? She is; and there is nothing wanting to 
my Happineſs, but to have you conſent to it, 
and be a Witneſs of it. Thus ſaying he em- 
brac'd him, and Hermeneſilda did the fame; and 
both of them entreated him to forgive the Miſ- 
fortunes which they had created him. It is J, 
Sir, anſwer'd Gox/alvo, throwing himſelf at the 
Prince's Feet, it is I, who ought to ask Pardon 
for letting thoſe Suſpicions appear, which I own 
I cov'd not avoid; but I hope you will forgive 
them to the firſt Violence of ſo extraordinary 
a Surpriſe, and the little Proſpect I had of your 
doing my Siſter ſo ſuperlative a Grace. You 
may hope every thing, reply'd Don Garcia, from 
her Beauty and my Love; and I conjure you to 
forget what ſhe has done without your Conſci- 
onſneſs, in favour of a Prince whoſe Heart ſhe 
perfectly underſtood. The Succeſs, Sir, has 

juſtify'd her Conduct ſo well, anſwer'd Gon- 
ſaluo, that ſhe has Reaſon to complain of the 
N I wou'd have given to her Happi- 
neſs. 

AFTER theſe Words, Don Garcia told Her- 
meneſilda it was late, and perhaps ſhe might be 
willing to retire; and that he ſhou'd be glad to 
{tay a little with Goxſalvo. | 

WHEN they were alone, he embrac'd him 
with the higheſt Signs of Affection; I cannot 
preſume to hope, ſaid he, you ſhou'd forget 
what has paſs'd; I only beg you to age 

| tne 
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the Friendſhip there has been between us, and 
to believe nothing has made me wanting in 
what I ow'd to you, but a Paſſion which al- 
ways deprives thoſe of their Reaſon whom it 
invades. I am ſo amaz'd, Sir, return'd Gox-. 
ſalve, that I cannot anſwer; I am in doubt of 
what I ſee; and cannot believe I am happy e- 
nough to find the ſame Kindneſs reviv'd in 
you, as I have formerly ſeen. But ſuffer me, 
dir, to ask you, to whom I owe this fortunate 
Reſtoration. Youask me a great many Things, 
reply'd the Prince, and tho? I had need of a lon- 
ger {pace of Time to inform you, I will anſwer 
you in a few Words, being unwilling to delay. 
tor a Moment that which will be able to juſtify / 
me to you. 3 

He was going then to relate the Beginning 
of his Paſſion for Hermeneſilda, and the Part 
Dow Ramirez had in it; but to ſhorten his Trou- 
ble, Goxſaluvo told him, he had heard all that 
had paſs'd to the Day of his leaving Leon, and 


he wanted to know only what had happen'd 
ſince. 


THE 


The HISTORY of Don Garcia and 


Hermeneſilda. 


0 went away, undoubtedly, ſaid 
[RES N Don Garcia, upon diſcovering that 
JA I had the Weakneſs to conſent to 
pour Removal; and the Miſtake 
Nugna Bella committed in ſending 
you a Letter ſhe writ to Don Ra- 
mirez, appris'd you of what had been kept ſe- 
cret from you with ſo much Care. Don Ram:- 
rex receiv'd the Letter which was writ to you, 
and made no Queſtion but the other which was 
for him, had fallen into your Hands. He was 
extremely troubled, and I was not leſs ; for 
our Faults - were common, tho' with a Diffe- 
rence. Your Departure made him glad, as it 
did me alſo at firſt; but when JI reflected upon 
the Condition you were in, and conſſder'd that 
I was the Cauſe of it, I thought I ſhou'd have 
dy'd with Grief." I was diſtracted, I perceiv'd, 
in having ſo ſtudiouſſy conceal'd from you my 
Love to Hermeneſilda, and thought my Senti- 
ments towards her were not of a Nature to be 
diſapprov'd; I was ſeveral Times on the Point 
of fending after you, and had dane ſo, if I had 
been alone in the Offence ; but the Intereſt of 
Nuzna Bella and Don Ramirez was an invinci- 
ble Obſtacle to your Return. I did not let them 
know my Thoughts, and try'd, as much as was 
poſſible, 


—— —_ — 
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poſſible, to forget you. Your Departure made 
a Noiſe, and every one ſpoke of it according to 


his Fancy. 
As ſoorras I was no longer reſtrain'd by your . 
Counſels, but follow'd thoſe of Ramirex, who, 


for his own Service, wiſh'd to ſee the Govern- 


ment in my Hands, I embroil'd my ſelf with 


the King entirely; who then ſaw. he was miſ- 
taken in believing it was 2 who put me upon 


the Things he diſlik'd. Our Miſunderſtanding 
increas'd; and the Queen, my Mother, em- 


ploy'd her good Offices in vain; and Matters 
went ſo far, that it was not doubted but 1 


deſign'd to put my ſelf at the Head of 2 Party. 
do not think, however, I ſnou'd have reſolv'd 


upon it, if the Count, your Father (who un-- 


derſtood, by thoſe he had plac'd about her, the 


Love I had for his Daughter) had not offer'd. 
me, in caſe I wou'd marry her, Troops, Places 


and Money, and whatever in ſhort was neceſſa- 


ry to oblige the King to admit. me Partner in the 


Crown. | 5 
You know the Sway my Paſſions have over 
me, and in what a degree. Love and Ambition 


reign'd in my Heart. Theſe were both grati-- 


fy'd by ſuch an Offer; and my: Virtue was too- 


weak to refiſt, not having you with me to ſupport - 


it. I embrac'd the Overture with Joy : But be- 
fore I engag'd abſolutely, I wanted to diſcover: 
who were in the Party of which I was making 


my ſelf. the Head. There were ſeveral Perſons, . 
0 


und, of. Conſideration : Among others, the 
Father of. Nugna Bella, one of the Counts of 
Caſtile, who with Nugnez Fernando inſiſted 
that I ſhou'd acknowledge them for Sove- 
reigus. | 
THis 


* 
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THIS Propoſal ſurpris'd me, and I was 
ſomewhat aſham'd to do a Thing fo prejudi- 
cial to the State, out of a precipitate Impatience 
to reign: But Don Ramirez, for his own In- 
tereſt, aſſiſted to determine me. He promis'd 
thoſe who negotiated for the Counts, to pre- 
vail with me to 2 what they deſir'd, pro- 
vided they aſſur'd him he ſhou'd have Nagna 
Bella. He oblig'd me alſo to ask her for him, 
which I did very gladly. It was agreed on, and 
our Treaty was concluded ſhortly after. 

I cou'd not bear to ſtay till the End of the 
War, to marry Hermeneſilda; but ſent Naguex 
Fernanda Word I was reſolv'd:to retire from 
Court, and carry her away with me. He con- 
ſented ; and I wanted now only to contrive the 
Means. Don Ramirez was as much concern'd 
in this as my ſelf, becauſe Diego Porcellos thought 
it proper that Nagna Bella ſhow'd accompany 
Hermeneſilda. We pitch'd upon a Day, when 
the Queen ſhow'd go to take the Air out of the 
City, and agreed to make him who drove: the 
Chariot in which Nagna Bella and Hermeneſilda 
were, break Company with that of the Queen, 
and carry them to Placentia, which was under 
my Command, where Naguex Fernando was to 
meet us. 1:30" 2 
T EIS was all executed more happily than we 
had hop'd. I marry'd Hermeneſilda the ſame 
Evening as we arriv'd ; Decency and my Love 
requiring it; and it was neceſſary, in order to 
fix the Count of Caſtile entirely in my Intereſt. 
In the midft of the Joy we both poſſeſs'd, we 
talk'd of you with the. deepeſt Sorrow. I con- 
feſs'd to her the Cauſe of your Departure; and 
we lamented together our Unhappineſs in not 

knowing 
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knowing to what Part of the World you were 
gone. I cou'd not be comforted for your Loſs, 
and beheld Don Ramirez, with Horror, as the 
Author of my Crime. His Marriage was put 
off; Nugna Bèlla chuſing to wait for Diego Por- 
cellos her Father, who was detain'd in Caſtile to 
aſſemble the Forces he had rais'd. 

IN the mean time the greater Part of the 
Kingdom declar'd for me. The King neglect- 
ed not to provide a conſiderable Army to oppoſe 
me. There were ſeveral Engagements, in one 
of the firſt of which Don Ramirez, was kill'd up- 
on the Spot. Nagna Bella was exceedingly 
. ; and your Filler, who was a Witneſs of 

er Affliction, took Pains to comfort her. In 
leſs than two Months I made ſuch a Progreſs, 
that the Queen, finding it was impoſſible to 
withſtand me, brought the King to an Accom- 
modation, having convinc'd him it was abſolutely 
neceſſary. She came to the Place where I was, and 
told me the King was reſolv'd to conſult his Eaſe 
that he refign'd the Crown in my Favour, and 
reſerv'd to himſelf only the Sovereignty of Za- 
ora to end his Days there, and that of Oviedo 
to beſtow upon my Brother. It was difficult 
to refuſe ſo advantageeous an Offer; I accept- 
ed it; and every Thing neceſſary was Fam, 
to put the Treaty in Execution. I went to 
Leon, and ſaw the King; he laid down his 
Crown, and ſet out the ſame Day for Zamo- 
ra. , 
PERMIT me, Sir, interrupted Goxſalvo, to 
expreſs my Aſtoniſhment. Reſtrain your ſelf, 
anſwer? # Garcia, till I have told you what 
relates to Nzgna Bella. I don't know whether 
what I am going to ſay, will give you Joy or 
EE | Sorrow, 
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Sorrow, becauſe I am ignorant what your pre- 
fent Sentiments are concerning her. PerfeQty 
indifferent, return'd Gonſalvo. Then you will 
hear me without Uneaſineſs, regly'd the King; 
Immediately upon the Peace, ſhe went to Leon 
with the Queen; I thought ſhe wiſh'd for your 
Return; I ſpoke to her of you, and found fe 
repented ſeverely of her Untaithfulneſs. We 
reſolv'd to make Inquiry after you, tho? it was 
very difficult, it not being known whither you 
were withdrawn. If any one knew, ſhe ſaid, 
it was Don Olmond. I ſent to him that Mo- 
ment, and conjur'd him to give me ſome In- 
formation about you. He anſwer'd, that ſince 
my Marriage and Ramrrez's Death, he was go- 
ing ſeveral Times to mention you to me, right- 
ly judging that the Reaſons which caus'd your 

emoval were ceas'd ; but not knowing where 
you were, he thought it wou'd ſignify nothing; 
that he had receiv'd a Letter from you, but 
you did not acquaint him with the Place of 
your Retirement, and only deſir'd he wou'd 
write to you at Tarragona; which made him 
think you were not out of Spain, 

I preſently diſpatch'd ſeveral Parties of my 
Guards to ſearch for you, and judg'd by your 
Letter to Don Olmond that you were ignorant 
of the Changes which had happen'd. I enjoyn'd 
them to ſay nothing to you concerning the 
State of the Court, or my Sentiments, and 1 
promis'd my ſelf an infinite Pleaſure in letting 
you know both, by my own Relation. A few 

ays after, Don Olmond alſo ſet out in Queſt 
of you, believing he ſhou'd find you ſooner 
than thoſe I had employ'd. I thought Nzgnz 
Bella ſeem'd over-joy'd at the Hope of your 

coming 
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coming back; but her Father, whom J had ac- 
knowledg'd for a Sovereign as well as yours, 
ſent to ask Leave of the Queen to recall her 
home. As unwilling as they were to part, Nug- 
na Bella cou'd not avoid it; ſhe went, and as 
ſoon as ſhe was arriv'd in Caſtile, her Father 
marry'd her to a German Prince, whom his De- 
votion had brought into Spain. He imagin'd he 
ſaw in this Stranger an extraordinary Merit, 
and on that Account made choice of him for 
his Daughter; he has Senſe, perhaps, and Va- 
jour; but his Humour and his Perſon are not 
agreeable ; and Nzxgna Bella is very miſera- 
ble. n 

THis, ſaid the gm conclading his Diſ- 
courſe, is what has paſs'd ſince your Depar- 
ture: If you love Nagna Bella no more, and 
love me ſtill, I have all I wiſh; for you will 
be as happy as ever, and I ſhall be perfectly ſo, 
- the Renovation of your Friendſhip. Your: 

oodneſs, Sir, anſwer'd Gonſalvo, confounds. 
me; and I am afraid I cannot ſufficiently ex- 
preſs my Gratitude and Joy. But the habitual 
Sadneſs I have contracted by my Misfortunes, 
and by Solitude, leaves ſuch an Imprefſion on 
me as belies the Sentiments of my Heart. 

AFTER theſe Words, Don Garcia with- 
drew, and Goxſalvo was conducted to an Apart- 
ment prepar'd for him in the Palace. When he 
was alone, and reflected on the little Joy he 
took in ſo advantageous a Change, what Re- 
proaches did he not heap on himſelf for being 
ſo entirely abandon'd to Love? 

IT is you alone, Zayde, cry'd he, who hin- 
der my rejoycing at the Reſtoration of my 
Fortune, and of a Fortune which even * 

that 
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that which I loſt. My Father is a Sovereign, 
my Sitter is Queen, and I am reveng'd of all 
thoſe who betray'd me. Vet I am wretched ; 
and wou'd give up all theſe Advantages for the 
Opportunity which is ſnatch'd from me, of fol- 
lowing and beholding you. 

THe next Day the whole Court knew of 
his Return. The King was continually ſhewing 
the Affection he had for him, and took Pains to 
give Publick Teſtimonies of it, by way of Re- 
paration of what was paſs'd. But ſo illuſtrious 
a Favour did not comfort this dejected Lover 
for the Loſs of Zayde; he was not able to hide 
his Affliction : The King perceiv'd it, and preſs'd 
him ſo earneſtly to declare the Cauſe, that Gon- 
ſaluo cou'd not refuſe it. Having told him his 
Paſſion for Zayde, and all that had befallen him 
ſince his leaving Leon; See, Sir, ſaid he, how 
I have been puniſh'd for daring to maintain a- 
gainſt you, that one ought not to love till af- 
ter a long Acquaintance. I have been deceiv'd 
by one whom I thought I knew; yet this Ex- 
perience cou'd not protect me againſt Zayde 
whom I knew not, and to whom I am ſtill a 
Stranger; and who, notwithſtanding, imbitters 
the happy Condition in which you have generous- 
ly eG me. | 

HE King was too ſenſible of Love, and 
too much affected with what concern'd Goxſalvo, 
not to be mov'd at his Misfortune. He conſi- 
der'd with him what cou'd be done to get 
News of Zayde ; they agreed to ſend to Torto- 
ſa, to the Houſe where Conalus had over-heard 
her talking, and endeavour at leaſt to gain ſome 
Intelligence concerning her Country — le 

Place 
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Place whither ſhe was gone. 3 who 
was willing to appriſe Alphonſo o 
happen'd to him fince his leaving his Solitude 
improv'd this Opportunity to write to him, an 
renew the Aſſurances of his Friendſhip. 

IN the mean Time, the Moors, making Ad- 


vantage of theſe Diſorders in Leon, had ſur- 
ris'd ſeveral Places, and without declaring 
War continued to enlarge their Borders. Don 
Garcia, impell'd by his natural Ambition, and 
aſſiſted by the Valour of Gonſalvo, reſolv'd to 


enter their Country, and recover all they had 
uſurp'd. Don Ordogno his Brother joyn'd him, 
and they brought a powerful Army into the 
Field. Goxſalvo was General, and in a ſhort 
Time made a conſiderable Progrefs ; he took 
ſome Towns, and ſucceeded in ſeveral Ingage- 
ments, and finally beſieg'd Talavera, a very im- 
portant Place both by its Situation and Great- 


neſs. Abderame King of Cordova, Abaala's Suc- 


ceſſor, march'd in Perſon againſt the King of 
Leon. He advanc'd toward Talavera in Hope 


to raiſe the W Don Garcia, with the Prince 
eta 


his Brother, ch'd the greater Part of the 
Army to fight him, leaving Gonſalvo with the 
Remainder to purſue the Siege. Gonſalvo gladly 
accepted the Charge, and the Aſſurance either 
of Conqueſt or Death, made him fearleſs of 


the Event. He had receiv'd no Advices con- 


cerning Zayde ; his Paſſion for her, and his De- 


fire to ſee her again, tortur'd him more than ever; 


inſomuch that in all his Fortune and his Glory, 

Life was ſo unpleaſing, that he ardently em- 

brac'd any Occaſion to put an End to it. The 

King advanc'd againſt Abderame, and found him 

encamp'd in an advantageous Poſt of a 128 
| Marc 
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March from Talavera. Several Days paſs'd 


before they came to Action; for the Moors wou'd 


not quit their Lines, and Don Garcia was not 
ſtrong enough to attack them. Gonſalvo, in 
the mean while, judg'd it impoſſible to carry on 
the Siege, becaufe not having Troops enough 
to encloſe the Town on every Side, they cou'd 
receive Succours by Night, which might enable 
the Beſieg'd to make Sallies which he cou'd not 
ſaſtain. As he had made a conſiderable Breach 
he reſolv'd to hazard a general Aſſault, and at- 
tempt by ſo daring an .Enterprize to execute a 
Thing which he look'd upon as deſperate, He 
perform'd what he deſign'd; and having given 
the neceſſary Orders, attack'd the Town before 
Break of Day; and with lo much Courage and 
Perſuaſion of Victory, that he inſpir'd his Sol- 


diers with the ſame Sentiments. They did Ac- 


tions beyond Belief; and in leſs than two Hours, 


 Gonſalvua became Maſter of the Town. He 


did all he cou'd to hinder the Pillage, but it 
was impoſſible to reſtrain the Troops who were 


animated with the Hope of Booty. 


As he walk'd thro' the Town to prevent 
Diſorders, he ſaw a ſingle Man who de- 
fended himſelf againſt ſeveral, and endeavour'd 
to get into a p ort which was not yet ſur- 
render'd. They who attack'd him preſs'd on 
fiercely, and were going to wound him in ſe— 
veral Places, if Goxſjalvo had not ruſh'd between 
and commanded them to retire. He reproach'd 
them for their ungenerous Conduct; but they 
excus'd themſelves, by ſaying he whom they 
were engaging was Prince Zulema, who had 
kill'd an infinite Number of their Comrades, 
and was ſtriving to throw himſelf into the 
Fort. TheName of this Prince was too cele- 

brated, 
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brated, both for his Dignity and his general Com- 
mand of the Mooriſh Armies, not to be known 
to Gonſalvo. He came up to him; and this 
brave Man, ſeeing he cou'd defend himſelf no 
longer, yielded his Sword with an Air ſo no- 
ble and intrepid, that Goz/alvo did not doubt 
his being worthy ofthe high Reputation he had ac- 
quir'd. He deliver'd him in Charge to his Of- 
ficers, and proceeded to the Fort to ſummon. it 
to ſurrender. Upon his promiſing thoſe who 
were in it their Lives, the Gates were open'd; 
and as he enter'd he underſtood there were a 
great many Arabian Ladies within, who had 
retreated thither. He was conducted to their 
Apartment, which was very ſplendid, and a- 
dorn'd with all the Elegance of the Moors: And 
in it were ſeveral Women upon Cuſhions, who 
only ſhew'd their Grief at being made Captives, 
by a melancholic Silence. They were at a Di- 
{tance, as by way of Reſpect, from one who was 


magnificently dreſs'd, and lying on a Couch. 


Her Head was lean'd upon one of her Hands, 
and ſhe wip'd her Tears and hid her Face with 
the other, as if ſhe were willing for a few Mo- 
ments to keep off the Sight of her Enemies. 


But at the Noiſe of thoſe who accompany'd 


Goxſalvo, ſhe look'd up, and diſcover'd to him 
Zayde ; but Zayde more beautiful than he had ever 
beheld her, even in Deſpite of the Sorrow and 

Diſtreſs which appear'd in her Countenance. 
GONSALLYO was ſo ſurpris'd, that he 
ſeem'd more troubled than Zayde; and Zayde 
ſeem'd to take Courage, and loſe part of her 

Fears at the Sight of Gonſalvo. | 
Tux came forward to each other, and both 
beginning to ſpeak, Gonſalvo us'd the Greek 
| Tongue, 
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Tongue, to beg Pardon of her for appearing 
before her, as an Enemy. At the ſame Inſtant, 
Zayde told him in Spaniſh, ſhe was no longer a- 
fraid of the Misfortunes ſhe had apprehended, 
and that this was not the firſt Danger from which 
he had reſcued her. They were ſo amaz'd at 
hearing each other ſpeak their mutual Lan- 
guages, and the Reaſons which had engag'd 
them to learn them occurr'd ſo readily to their 
Thoughts, that they bluſh'd, and remain'd for a 
while in a profound Silence. At length Gon- 
ſalvo began, and continuing to ſpeak in Greet; 
I don't know, Madam, ſaid he, whether I did 
well to wiſh ſo earneſtly as I have, that you 
cou'd underſtand me ; perhaps I ſhall not be leſs 
wretched by it; but whatever may happen, ſince 
I have the Joy to ſee you again, after I had ſo 
often deſpair'd of it, I ſhall complain of my 
Fortune no more. Zayde ſeem'd embarraſs'd 
at what he ſaid, and looking on him with her 
lovely Eyes which yet teltify'd a Sadneſs; I am 
ſtill uncertain, ſaid ſhe in her own Language, 
not caring to talk to him in Span, whether 
my Father has been able to eſcape the Dangers 
to which he has been expos'd in this Engage- 


ment ; you will permit me therefore, inſtead of 
anſwering you, to enquire after him. Gonſaluo 
call'd in thoſe who were at hand, to ask them 
concerning what ſhedeſir'd to know ; and had the 
Pleaſure to underſtand that the Prince, whoſe 
Life he had ſav'd, was the Father of Zayde; 
and ſhe ſeem'd to be 3 to find by 


what fortunate Accident her Father had been 


deliver'd from Death. 
AFTER this, Goxſalvo was oblig'd to take 


Notice of all the other Ladies in the Fort; and 
| was 
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was exceedingly ſurpris'd to find Don Olmond 
there, who had not been heard of ſince he left 
Leon to go in ſearch of him. Having paid his 
due N to ſo faithful a Friend, he return'd 
to Zayde. As he was beginning to ſpeak to her, 
Advice was brought him, that there was ſuch a 
Diſorder in the Town that nothing but his 
Preſence cou'd quiet it. He was forc'd to 
run where his Duty call'd him, and gave what 
Commands he thought were neceſlary to ap- 
peaſe the Tumult, which was owing to the A- 
varice of the Soldiers, and the Terror of the 
Inhabitants, He diſpatch'd an Expreſs to the 
King, to appriſe him of the taking of the 
Town, and return'd with Impatience to 
Zayde. All the Ladies, who were with her, 
being withdrawn, he was willing to improve 
thoſe Moments of converſing with her; but as 
his Deſign was to talk to her about his Paſſion, 
he was ſtrangely troubled, and ſaw that to have 
it in his Power to be underſtood, was not 
always ſufficient to make him reſolve to declare 
his Mind. He was afraid, however, to loſe 
an Occaſion he had wiſh'd for ſo much, and af- 
ter he had wonder'd a little at the unuſual Va- 
riety of their Fortune, in having been together 
ſo long without being known, and without 
ſpeaking to each other; We are very far, ſaid 
Zayde, from falling into the ſame Perplexity 
again, for I underſtand the Spari/o Tongue, and 
you underſtand mine. It was ſuch an Affliction 
to me, anſwer'd Gonſalvo, not to underſtand 
it, that I have learn'd it, even without the Hope 
of its being able ever to make me Amends for 
voy I have erg = not nigh. 5 F 5 
my Part, reply'd bluſhing, I have learn” 
Vo“. I. — H Spaniſh, 
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Spaniſh, becauſe it is troubleſome not to under- 
ba the Language of the Country where one 
is. Toften underſtood you, Madam, anſwer'd 
Gonſalvo, and though I did not know your 
Language, I cou'd at ſeveral times have given 
an exact Account of your Thoughts, and am 


_ perſuaded that you alſo ſaw mine better than I 


ſaw yours. I am leſs diſcerning, I aflure 
you, return'd Zayde, than you imagine; and 


all J have been able to conclude, is, that you 
were frequently very dejected. I told you the 


Reaſon, ſaid Gonſalvo; and I believe you did 
not fail to underſtand me, without knowing 
my 'Words. Do not deny it, Madam, you 
anſwer'd me without ſpeaking, with a Se- 
verity as great as you can wiſh. But ſince 1 
was able to know your Indifference, how 
ſhou'd you not know thoſe Sentiments which 
appear more ealily than Indifference, and 
ſhew themſelves in deſpite of us? I own, not- 
withſtanding, that I have ſometimes ſeen your 


beautiful Eyes turn'd upon me in a manner 


which wou'd have given me Joy, if I had not 
believ'd I ow'd thoſe favourable Regards to a 
 Reſemblance of ſome -other Perſon. 1 will 
not deny, anſwer'd Zayde, that you reſemble 
one : But you will have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, if J told you, I have often wiſh'd you 
cou'd be the Perſon whom you reſemble. 1 
don't know, cry'd Gonſalvo, whether what you 
have ſaid is in my Favour, and cannot thank 
you, unleſs you explain it better. I have ſaid 
too much to you, reply'd Zayde, to explain it; 
and my laſt Words allow me not to do it. 1 
am deſtin'd to be ſo unhappy as not to under- 
ſtand you, return'd. Gox/a/vo, ſince even while 

you 
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you ſpeak in Spauiſp, I don't know what it is 
you ſay: But, Madam, are you ſo cruel as to 
add further Uncertainties to thoſe in which I 
have liv'd ſo long? I muſt dye at your Feet 
unleſs: you tell me who it was you lamented 
in Alphonſo's Deſart, and who it is my ill or 
good Fortune will have me to reſemble. M 
urioſity wou'd undoubtedly go beyond theſe 
two Things, if my Reſpect to you did not re- 
ſtrain it; but I will wait till Time and your 
Goodneſs permit me to enquire farther. 

As Zayde was going to reply, the Arabian 
Women in the Fort ask'd to ſpeak with Gon- 
ſalvo; and ſeveral others coming in at the ſame 
Time, ſhe took ſuch Gare to avold entering 
into a ſeparate Converſation with him, that ir 
was impoſſible for him to get an Opportunity. 
Hk ſhut himſelf up in private, to reflect 
upon the Pleaſure of having found Zayde a- 
gain, and found her in a Place of which he 
was Maſter. He fancy'd alſo he remark'd in 
her Eyes a certain Joy at ſeeing him again; he was 
pleas'd ſhe had learn'd Spari/h; and ſhe ſpoke 
it ſo readily, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, that he 


flatter*d himſelf he had had ſome Share in the 


Pains ſhe had taken to learn it. In a Word, 
the Sight of Zayde, and the Hope of not being 
hated by her, excited in Goxſalvo the moſt de- 
lightful Senſations which a Lover can feel, 
who is not aſſur'd of being loy'd. 

DON OLMOND return'd from the Fort, 
whither he had been detach'd to bring up the 
Troops, and broke off his Contemplation. As 
Conſalvo had met him in the ſame Place with 
Zayde, he thought he might know from him 
the Birth and Adventures of that beautiful Prin- 

H 2 ceſs. 
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ceſs. He was apprehenſive, however, of his 
being in Love with her; and the Dread of find- 
ing a Rival, in a Man whom he eſteem'd his 
Friend, for a long Time ſuſpended his Curio- 
ſity, but he cou'd not command it. Having 
ask d Don Olmond what Accident had brought 
him to Talavera, and learn'd that he was taken 
Priſoner as he was going to ſeek after him at 
Tarragona, he ſpoke to him about Zulema, in 
order to bring on the mention of Zayde. 
Vo know, ſaid Don Olmond, he is Nephew 
of Caliph Oſman, and wou'd be in the Place 
of Caimadan, who now reigns, if he were as 
fortunate as he deſerves. He holds a conſide- 
Table Rank among the Arabiaus, and is come 
into Spain to command the Armies of the King 
-of Cordova, and lives there with a Grandeur 
and Oy which ſurpris'd me. When I ar- 
riv'd here I found a Court je? N. yrnay in 
which Bellenia, Prince Oſmmn's , the Bro- 
ther of Zulema, was then preſent. That Prin- 
ceſs is eſteem'd no leſs for her Virtue than her 
Birth. She had with her the Princeſs Felima, 
her Daughter, whoſe Wit and Aſpect are full 
of Charms, tho? attended with a great Melan- 
choly and Languor. You have ſeen the in- 
comparable Beauty of Zayde, and may eaſily 
ſuppoſe my Alſtoniſhment at finding ſo many 
extraordinary Perſons in Talavera. Zayde is 
indeed, anſwer'd Gonſalvo, the moſt perfed 
Beauty I have ſeen, and no Doubt ſhe has there 
a Multitude of Lovers. Alamir, Prince of Tar- 
ſus, reply'd Don Olmond, loves her intenſely, 
his Paſſion for her began in Cyprus, and he bore 
her Company when ſhe left the Place. Zulema 
was ſhipwreck'd in the Voyage upon the Cool 
0 
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of Catalonia, and is ſince arriv'd in Hain, and 
Alamir is come to Talavera to look after 


Zayde. +» 

DON OLMOND's Words gave Gonſalvo a 
mortal Wound; his Suſpicions were confirm'd, 
and he ſaw at once that all he had imagin'd 
was true. The Hope of being miſtaken, with 
which he flatter'd himſelf ſo often, forſook him 
entirely, and the Gladneſs he had receiv'd from 
his late Converſation with Zayde, ſerv'd only 
to augment his Grief. He no longer doubted 
that the Tears ſhe ſhed at Alphoyſo's were for 
Alamir ; that He was the Perſon whom he re- 
ſembled, and that it was on his Account the 
came to the Coaſt of Catalonia, Theſe 
Thoughts ſo diſorder'd him, that Don Olmond 
believ'd he was ill, and expreſs'd a friendly 
Concern. Gozxſalvua wou'd not acquaint him 
with the Cauſe of his Affliction, being aſham'd 
to own he was again in Love, after havin 
been ſo abus'd in his former Paſſion; he tol 
bim, he ſhou'd ſoon be better, and ask'd if A- 
lamir were worthy of Zayde, and whether the 
lov'd him? 

I never ſaw him, anſwer'd Don Olmond; he 
was march'd out to join Abderame before I was 
brought to this Town. He has a great Repu- 
tation: I can't tell whether Zayde loves him; 
but I think it is not eaſy for her to deſpiſe a 
Prince ſo amiable as I have heard Alamir re- 
E and he ſeems ſo extremely fond of 
ner, that *tis very improbable he ſhou'd be wholly 
diſlik'd. The Princeſs Felima, with whom 
I had a particular Friendſhip, notwithſtanding 
the reſerv'd manner of Life which Perſons of 
her Nation and Birth 8 has often ſpoke 

3 to 
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to me about Alamir; and by what ſhe has ſaid 
of him, there cannot be a more honourable 
Man, or one more in Love. * 

GONSALYO wou'd gladly have put many 
more Queſtions to Don Olmond, but he was 
reftrain'd by the Fear of difcovering to him that 
which he deſir'd to keep conceal'd. He only 
enquir'd concerning Felima: Don Olmond ſaid, 
ſhe had follow'd the Princeſs her Mother to 
Oropeze, where Oſmin commanded a Diviſion 
of the Army. 

GONSALVYO now withdrew, under Pre- 
tence of going to Reft,” but in Truth it was to 
be at Liberty to lament himſelf, and to reflect 
upon the Perverſeneſs of his ill Fortune. Why 
did I find Zayde again, ſaid he, before I knew 
that ſhe loves Alamir? If I had known this 
when I loſt her I ſhou'd have been leſs troubled 
at her Abſence, nor ſhou'd I have rejoic'd ſo 
at finding her, nor felt the cruel Sorrow of 
!ofing the Hopes ſhe had juſt given me. What 
a Peſtiny is mine! that even the Kindneſs of 
Zayde ſerves only to render me unhappy ! Why 
does ſhe ſhew me ſhe allows my Paſſion, if ſhe 
approves that of Alamir? And what does ſhe 
mean by wiſhing J cou'd be the Perſon whom 
' T reſemble? 

- TyuESE Reflections inflam'd his Grief. And 
the next Day (for which he ought to have wait- 
ed with Impatience, and which ought to have 
been ſo welcome, becaufe he was then aſſur'd 
of ſeein 228 and talking with her,) appear'd 
the moſt diſmal he had ever known; when he 
imagin'd that he had nothing to expect by ſeeing 
her, but the Confirmation of his Miſery. 


ABOUT 


Pat. Z42£7 DE: 1a. 


ABouT Midnight the Meſlenger, who went to 
carry the King the News of taking the Tow 
return'd with Orders for Gonſalvo to leave it 
immediately, and join the Amy with all the 
Cavalry. Don Garcia underſtood the Moors ex- 
pected conſiderable. Succours, and therefore he 
judg'd it proper to-ufe the Advantage of Gon- 
ſalvo's Victory, and aſſemble all his Troops to 
attack the Enemy before they were reinforc'd. 
As difficult as Gonſalvo found it to execute this 
Order of the King, on account of getting the: 
Soldiers to march, who were fatigu'd with the 
Labours of the preceding Night; his Deſire to 
be in the Battel caus'd him to exert himſelf 
ſo vigorouſly, that in a little while he brought 
them into a marching. Poſture, and underwent. 
the ſevere. Violence of leaving Zayde without 
biding her Adieu. He order'd Zulema to be 
conducted to the Fort where fhe was, and 
commanded the Officer who rded her, to 
inform her of the Reaſons which oblig'd him 
to leave Talavers with ſo much Precipita- 
tion. | 

Ar Break of Day he mounted at the Head of 
his Troops, and ſet forward with a Sadneſs equal 
to the Occaſion of it: When he drew near the- 
Camp he met the King, who was come out to. 
receive him; he alighted, and gave him an Ac- 
count of the Action at Talavera; and having 
finiſh'd his Diſcourſe about the War, he ſpoke 
to him concerning his Love: He told him he 
had found Zayde, but at the ſame Time he 
had alſo found that Rival, the mere Idea of- 
whom had given him ſuch Uneaſineſs. The: 
King ſhew'd him how deeply he was intereſted: 
in every Thing which affected him, and how- 

e highly 
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highly he was pleas'd with his late Victory. 
Gonſalvo made his Troops encamp, and repoſe 
themſelves for a feC Moments, in order to pre- 
pare for the intended Fight. The Battel was 
not abſolutely refolv'd on; for the advantageous 
Poſt of the Enemy, their Numbers, and the 
Road thro? which they mult paſs to get up to 
them, made it difficult to form ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion, and hazardous to execute it. Gonſalvo, 
however, declar'd for it; and the Hope of meet- 
ing Alamir in the Engagement made him 
preſs his Opinion ſo warmly, that it was con- 

cluded to in the Battel the next Day. . 
F Rx Arabian lay upon a Plain within Sight 
of Almaras; and their Camp being Gicompati'd 
by a large Wood, was acceſſible only by a 
narrow Paſlage, which ſeem'd too dangerous 
to be attempted. Gonſalvo, notwithſtanding, 
led the Way thro' the Wood at the Head of 
the Horſe, and ſhew'd himſelf upon the Plain 
with ſeveral Squadrons. The Arabians, being 
ſurpris'd to ſee their Enemies ſo near, ſpent 
that Time in Reſolving, which they ought to 
have employ'd in Fighting, and thereby gave 
the Spaniards Leiſnre to bring up all their 
Troops, and form themſelves in Order of Bat- 
tel. Gonſalvo march'd on directly with the 
Left Wing, and broke thro? the Arabian Horſe, 
and put them to Flight. He did not trouble 
himſelf to purſue thoſe who fled, but ſearching 
after the Prince of Tarſus, and puſhing on to 
new Conqueſts, turn'd ſhort upon the Infantry. 
The Right Wing in the mean while had not e- 
qual Succeſt; the Infidels repuls'd them to the 
Body of Reſerve, which was commanded by 
the King in Perſon; he put a Stop to me Vi- 
| ory, 
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Qory, and drove them to the Gates of Almaras, 
ſo that there remain'd only the Foot under Ab- 
derame, which Goxſalvo was now going to at- 
tack. They ſtood ſtill to receive him, and o- 
pening their Battalions the Archers made ſuch 
a prodigious Diſcharge that the Span; Horſe 
cou'd not ſtand them. Gonſalvo rally'd his Men, 
and renew'd the Attack three Times; at laſt he 
ſurrounded the Mooriſh Infantry on every Side, 
and being mov'd to ſee ſuch brave Men periſn, 
call'd out to them that he gave them Quarter. 
At this they all threw down their Arms, and 
running about him in Crouds, ſeem'd to expreſs 
the higheſt Admiration of his Clemency, after 
they had experienc'd his Valour. Fn the ſame 
Moment the King of Leon join'd Goxſalvo, and 
beſtow'd on him all the Praiſes his intrepid 
Conduct deſerv'd. They underſtood that Abde- 
rame drew off in the laſt Onſet, and retir'd to 
Almaras. | | | 

THe Glory Gonſalvo had acquird by this 
Action ought to have given him Joy; but he 
was wholly oppreſs'd with Grief, for havin 
neither loſt his Life, nor met with Alamir. 

THe Priſoners inform'd him this Prince was 
not in the Army, but commanded the Succours 
they were expecting, and that it was the Hope 
of his Supplies which had made them endeavour 
to delay the Battel. | I 

As the Arabians had tally'd Part of their 
Army, and were reinforc'd by the Troops of 
Alamire, and had a large Town before them, 
which cou'd not be befieg'd in their dight, the 
King cou'd expect no other Advantage from his 
Victory, than the Honour of having won it. 
Abderame, however, under Colour of burying 
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the Dead, deſir'd a Truce of ſome Days, with a 
Deſign to ſet on Foot a Negotiation for Peace. 
DURING the Truce, as Gonſalvo was one 


Day viſiting the Quarters, he ſaw upon a ſmall 


Eminence two of the Enemy's Horſe defend- 
ing themſelves againſt ſeveral of the Spaniardi, 
who, in ſpite of their Reſiſtance, were ready to 
oppreſs them by their Numbers. He was a- 
maz'd to ſee this Combat in the Time of the 
Truce, and a Combat ſo very unequal ; and 
diſpatch*d ſome. of his Men full ſpeed to put an 
End to it, and learn the Cauſe.. They brought 
Word that the two Aralian Horſemen wou'd 
have paſs'd along by the advanc'd Guard, who 
ſtop'd them with great Inſolence, upon which 
they drew thetr Swords, and that the reſt of the 
Cavalry on the Spot fell in upon them. Gon- 
ſaluo order'd an Officer to go in his Name, and 
excuſe it to the two Arabians, and condut 
them a-croſs to that Side of the Camp whither 


they wanted to go. After this he continu'd to 


walk the Round, and went on to the King's 
Quarter, and made it very late when he return'd 
to his own.. The next Day, the Officer who 
had conducted the Arabian Cavaliers, waited on 
hun; Sir, ſaid he, one of thoſe you ſent us to 
ſafe-guard charg'd us to tell you, he is ex- 
tremely ſorry that an important Affair, which 
has noRelation ro the War, hinder'd him from 
coming. to give you Thanks; and that he is 

lad to inform you, it is Prince Alamir who 1s 
indebted to you for his Life. 

WHEN. Gonſalvo heard the Name of Ala- 
mir, and reflected that that Rival whom he 
was ſo impatient-to bunt ont over the whole 
World, even while he knew him not, * 
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his Name nor his Country, had paſs'd through 
the Camp, and in his View, to go, undoubtedly, 
to Zayde; he ſtood like a Man thunder: ſtruck, 
and had only Strength to ask what Road he had 
taken. When they anſwer'd, that of Talgvera, 
he ſent every Body out:of his Tent, and lay o- 
verwhelm'd in Deſpair,. at not having known. 
the Prince of Tarſus. 

HE has not only, ſaid he, eſcap'd my Ven- 
rio: but I. have alſo. open'd to him'the 

ath to Zayde. At the Time I am talking, he 
ſees her; he is with her, and acquaints her with 
his. Paſſage through the Camp; and it was only 
to inſult me, that he choſe to let me know he 
was Alamir. Perhaps he ſhall not ſport him- 
ſelf long in my Misfortune, and I fhall aſſuage 
my Grief by ſatiating my Revenge. 

IN this Inſtant he reſolv'd to ſteal out of the 
Army, and haſten to Talavera, and by his Pre- 
ſence diſturb the Interview of. Alamir and 
Zayde, and either take his-Rival's Life, or die 
betore her Eyes. As he. was contriving the 
means, a Meſſage was brought him that the E- 
nemy's Troops appear'd a tew Leagues from 
the Camp, and that the King order'd him to go 
out and obſerve them; he was forc'd to obey, 
and to ſuſpend his own Deſign. He mounted 
immediately, and having rode a while, juſt as 
he had made his Way thro* a Wood, he learn'd 
that the Troops which were diſcover'd were 
only ſome Arabians returning from guarding a 
Convoy. At this he caus'd the Horſe who 
were with him to turn back to the Camp, and 
being attended only with his own Servants, 
march'd ſlowly, on purpoſe to linger in the 


Wood, that he might take the Path to Tala- 
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vera, When the Troops he had ſent off were out 

f Sight. As he was in the middle of a ſpacious 
Road he met an Arabian Horſeman, of à hand- 
ſome Mien, who was going the ſame Way in 
deep Dejection. They who ** on- 
falvo, happen'd to pronounce his K 
the Sound of Gonſalvo's Name the Arabian 
broke out of his Muſipg, and ask'd them if he 
who rode by himſelf was Gonſalvo; as ſoon as 
they reply'd, it was; I ſhou'd be very glad, ſaid 
he, aloud, to fee a Man of ſuch extraordinar 
Merit, and to have it in my Power to than 
bim for the Favours he has done me. At this 
he advanc'd to Goxfaluo, and put up his Hand 
to the Vizor of his Helmet to ſalute him; but 
when he ſaw his Face, O Heavens, cry'd he, is 
it poſſible this ſhou'd be Goxſalvo! and then 
viewing him heedfully, he ſtood without Mo- 
tion, like a Man in a wild Surpriſe, and agi- 
tated with. very different Thoughts. Having 
continu'd a while in this Condition, Alamire, 
ery'd he at once, ought not to ſuffer him to 
live, to whom Zayde is deſtin'd, or to whom 
the deſtines her ſelf. 

GONSALFO, who ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd at the 
Action, and the firſt Words of this Arabiun Ca- 
valier, and had heard him thus far with Temper, 
was ſtruck at this ſudden Turn with the 
higheſt Surprife, upon mentioning the Names of 
Zayde and Alamir, and thought he had before 
him that formidable Rival, whom he was ſeek- 
ing after with ſuch Hatred and Deſire of Re- 
venge. I don't know, anſwer'd he, whether 
Zayde is. deſtin'd to me, but if you are the 
Prince of Tarſus, as you give me Ground to 
| believe, hope not to become poſſeſs'd of her * 
| | 7 
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by my Death. Nor ſhall you, reply'd Alamir, 
unleſs by mine; I fee too well by your Expreſ- 
fions that you are he who cauſes my Misfor- 
tune. Goxſalvo heard theſe Words imperfect- 
ly; he drew back a few Steps, and curb'd his 
Impatience which puſh'd him on to fight, till 
he had provided that their Combat might not be 


interrupted. He order'd his Followers to re- 


rire, and order'd them with ſo much Authority, 
that they did not dare to diſobey; but they 
made Haſte to bring back ſome of the principal 
Officers, who had juſt left Goxſalvo, and cou'd 


not be far off. At the ſame Time Gonſalvo 


and Alamir began an Encounter in which Bra- 
very and Valour ſhew'd all their Power. Ala- 
mir was wounded in ſo many Places, that his. 
Strength began to fail; and tho' Gonſaluo was 
wounded too, the Proſpect of Victory gave him 
fach freſh Ardor, as made him Maſter of this 
unhappy Prince's Life. The King, who was 
near the Wood, being alarm'd by the Cries of 
the Soldiers Gonſalvo had diſmiſs'd, rufh'd in 
and parted the Combatants. He under ſtood by 
Alamir's Squire, who came up at the Time, his 
Maſter's Name; and Gonſalvo ſeeing the Prince 
loſe ſuch Quantities of Blood, commanded them 
to help him. N | 

Ip the King had follow'd his own Inclina- 
tion, he wou'd have given contrary Orders; 


however, he contented himſelf with directing 


to have the Prince ſecur'd, and turn'd all his 
Thoughts to the preferving his Favourite. He 
caus'd him to. be carry'd to the Camp; but as 
Alamir was not able to bear fuch a Fatigue, 
they remoy'd him to a Caſtle near at Hand. As 
ſoon as Gonſalvo was in the Camp, the King 
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made his Surgeons give their Opinion of his 
Wounds. They aſſur'd him he need be in no 
Pain for his Life. Don Garcia cou'd not leave 
him 'till he had learn'd from his own Mouth 
the Occaſion of the Duel. Gonſalvo, who con- 
ccal'd nothing from him, confeſs'd the Truth; 
and the King being afraid to prejudice his 
Health, by too long a Converſation, wou'd 
have left him to take his Reſt ; but Gonſalvo 
held him, Do not leave me, Sir, ſaid he, to the 
Diſorder and Confuſion of my own Thoughts; 
but help to deliver me out of the new Per- 
plexity, into which the Actions and Words of 
Alamir haye thrown me. He met me without 
ſeeming to be ſeeking me; he accoſted meat firſt 
like a Man going to make me ſome grateful 
Acknowledgments, and at once I ſaw him 
ſurpris'd, troubled, and ready; to lay his Hand 
on his Sword. What did he diſcover by ſee- 
ing my Face, which ſhou'd make him. change 
his Mind? Why does he imagine. Zayde is de- 
ftin'd to me, either by. Zulema, or by herſelf? 
He cou'd know that Lam his Rival, only from 
her; and if ſhe has given him an Account of 
my Paſſion, it-is not.in a Manner. which cou'd 
put him in fear of me. He muſt: be ſenfible 
ſhe is not deſtin'd to me by Zulema, who does 
not know me, and is ignorant of my Affection 
for his Daughter, and whoſe Religion is- ſo op- 
poſite to mine. What Foundation, therefore, 
can there be for his Expreſſions? And for what 
Reaſon did my Looks provoke his Rage, rather 

than my Name? Ee 
IT is difficult, dear Gonſalvo, anfwer'd the 
King, to unravel this Affair. I have turn'd it 
in my Thoughts, but I find nothing to fix vp- 
| on. 
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en: Vet might it not be thus, cry'd he, ſud- 
denly, that Alamir has ſeen you in Alphonſo's 
Solitude, while you went by the Name of Theo- 
doric, and knew you to be his Rival only by 
your Looks? Ah! Sir, reply'd Gozſalvo, I have 
had the ſame Fhought my ſelf ; but it was ſo 
afflicting, that I cou'd not dwell upon it. Cou'd 
it be poffible, Alamire ſhou'd lie conceal'd in 
that Deſart? Cou'd it be poſſible, that the Joy 
I diſcern'd ſometimes in Zayde's Eyes, and in 
which all my Happineſs conſiſted, ſhou'd be 
only the Impreſſions which remain'd from ſee- 
ing Alamir? But Sir, continu'd he, I was ſcarce 
ever parted from Zayde, and ſhou'd have ſeen 
this Prince, if he had been at A/phonſo's; beſides, 
ſhe knows who I am; and as he has been to ſee 
her, it is not to be doubted but ſhe has inform'd 
him; ſo that he might know wh (4 was 
Zayde's Lover, when he met me. Yet I can't 
comprehend what made him ſo forward to 
fight, and find an Impoſſibility in all the Con- 
jectures I form. Are you well aſſur'd, ſaid 
the King, that Alamir has ſeen Zayde? He went 
late yeſterday thro” the Camp; and you met 
him this Morning. I think a Man cou'd hardly 
have been at Zalavera and back again, in ſo 
ſhort a time. But I can eaſily clear up this; 
two Officers of my Troops were ſaying they 
fpent the Night in the ſame Place as this Prince, 
and we ſhall know by them where they met 
him. The King ſent for the Officers imme- 
diately, and order'd them to declare the Place 
and Hour of their Meeting with Alamir. 

SIR, anſwer'd one of the two, as we were co- 
ming back Yeſterday from Ariobisbe, whither we 
had been ſent, wepaſs'd the Evening ina 3 
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Wood, three or four Leagues from the Camp; 
we had not been long aſleep, when I was 
wak'd by a Noiſe, and ſaw this Arabian Prince 
at a diſtance between the Trees, talking with a 
Woman richly dreſs'd; after a long Converſa- 
tion the Woman left him, and went and ſate 
down with another near the Place where I was. 
They talk'd loud enough, but I nnderſtood no- 
ng they faid, becaufe they ſpoke a Language 
J did not know, and which is not that of the 
Arabians. They nam'd Alamir ſeveral times; 
and tho' they were plac'd fo that I cou'd not 
ſee their Face, I thought ſhe who talk'd to the 
Prince wept extremely. At laſt they went a- 
way. I heard from the fide of Talavera the 
Sound of Chariots and a Number of Horſes. I 
wak'd my Comrade ; we travell'd on, and ſaw 
Alamar lying at the Foot of a Tree, as if he were 
not well. His Squire ask'd me if he cou'd 
reach the Arabian Camp by Day-light; I told 
him no, and they ftay'd at Night in the ſame 
Town as we. | 

THE King repented he had examin'd the 
Officers; and as ſoon as they were withdrawn, 
You may perceive, Sir, ſaid Goxſalvo, whether 
J was miftaken in believing Alamir had ſeen 
Zayde. But do you think it poſſible, reply'd 
the King, ſhe ſhou'd get out of Talavera, when 
fhe is a Priſoner there? My ill Fortune, re- 
turn'd Goxſalvo, does not let me want any 
thing which may annoy me. I left Orders at 
coming away, that Zayde ſhou'd have the Li- 
berty of taking the Air out of the Town when- 
ever ſhe pleas d; fhe waited: for Alamir in that 
Wood, and he had reaſon to ſend me word that 
an important Affair, not relating to the Mir: 
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hinder'd his ſtaying in the Camp: He ſaw her 
yeſterday ; ſhe wept after ſhe left him; it is evi- 
dent therefore, that Zayde loves Alamir, and I 
have no Uncertainty remaining, Leave me, 
Sir, to dye, and lay aſide the Care of a Man 
who is too much perſecuted by Fortune to de- 
ſerye your Kindneſs; for I am aſham'd to be 
lov'd by you, and be miſerable. | 

DON GARCIA was ſenſibly affected 
with Gonſalvo's Condition, and endeavour'd to 
give him fome Comfort, by the warm Tokens 
of his Friendſhip. 
Tax next Day it was known that the Prinee 
of Tarſas was wounded very dangerouſly; and 
ſome Days after he was feiz'd with ſo violent a 
Fever, that they almoſt deſpair'd of his Life. 
Gonſalvo imagin'd Zayde cow'd: not underſtand: 
this Prince's Danger, without ſending to know 
how' he was, and therefore directed a truſty 
Servant to go every Day to the Caſtle where 
Alamir was kept, and diſcoyer whether 
any body came thither to try to fee him. He 
wou'd fain have been fatisfy'd alfo concerni 
that Reſemblance which had given him fo mu 
Curiofity; but in the Prince's preſent Indiſpo- 
ſition it was impoflible to diſtinguiſh the Fea- 
tures in his Face. | | 

THE Perſon employ'd on this Service per- 
form'd it carefully, and appris'd Gonſalvo that 
while Alamir lay ill, no one ask'd to ſpeak 
with him; but ſome unknown People attended 
daily to enquire after his Health, without men- 
tioning the Name of thoſe who ſent them. 
Tho? Gonſalvo did not doubt Alamir's being 
lov'd by Zayde, every thing which aſſur'd him of 
it gave himfreſh Pain. As he was in the 3 
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of this pungent Affliction the King came into 
the Tent, and fearing ſo many Vexations might 
bring his Life into Danger, he forbade all who 
. Viſited him to ſpeak of Alamir and the Princeſs 


* h | 

I the mean time the Truce expir'd, and the 
two Armies did not lie idle. Abderame be- 
ſieg'd a ſmall Place, whoſe Weakneſs made 
him look to meet with no Reſiſtance; yet it 
happen'd that the Prince of Galicia, a near Re- 
lation of Don Garcia, who was retir'd thither 
to be cur'd of ſome Wounds he receiv'd in the 
Battel, undertook to defend it with a Reſolu- 
tion which' had more of Raſhneſs in it than 
Courage. Abderame was ſo enrag'd at it, that 
when the Town was forc'd to ſurrender, he 
ſtruck off his Head. This was not the firſt 
time that the Moors had abus'd their Victory, 
and treated the greateſt Nobles of Spain with 
an Inhumanity beyond Example. Don Garcia 
was extremely provok'd at the Death of the 
Prince of Galicia; and the Spaniſh Troops were 
not leſs ; they lov'd that Prince, and were out 
of Patience at ſo many Barbarities which had. - 
never been reveng'd, and aſſembling in a Tu- 
mult, demanded of the King.that Alamir ſhou'd 
be us'd in the fame manner as the Prince of Ga- 
licia. It being dangerous to refuſe the Soldiers 
who were ſo inflam'd, the King comply'd, and 
ſent the King of Cordova Notice that he wou'd 
behead the Prince of Tarſus, as ſoon as he was 
recover'd, and his Wounds wou'd permit him 
to be made a Publick Spectacle, and the Exe- 
cution cou'd be perform'd without ſeeming ta 
be deſign'd only to haſten his Death. | 
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GONSALVYO, by the King's Order, knew 
nothing of what e the Prince. 
A few Days after, he was told that a Squire 
of Don Olmond deſir'd to fee him; he ſent for 
him in, and after the Meſſenger had acquainted 
him that his Maſter was very ſorry the King's 
Commands detain'd him at Baragel, and pre- 
vented his making him a Viſit, he deliver'd-him 
a Couple of Letters. Gonſalvo open'd that 
which was directed to himſelf, and found it as 
I | 


Don Olmond's LETTER fo 
Gonſalvo. 


F I did not know the great Delight you take 
in 2 enerous Action, I hou'd not have 

ſent you the Letter which accompanies this, and 
. foou'd think it won'd be in vain to ſoliois you in 

favour of your Enemy. But I underſtand you too 

well, to doubt that you will receive with Foy the 
Petition I am oblig d to make to you. As juſt as 
it is to treat the Prince of Tarſus, as the 2 
of Galicia was treated, it will be a Deed worthy 
of you, to ſave a Max of Alamir' Quality and 
Meri think alſo you ought to ſhew ſome Pity 
zo a Paſſion to which you are no Stranger. 


Tk Name of Alamir, and the Concluſion 
of the Letter, gave Gonſalvo exceeding Trouble. 
He ask'd the Bearer to explain what his Maſter 
mention'd about the Prince of Galicia: Tho! 
the Squire cou'd not ſuppoſe he was ignorant 
of what had paſs'd, he inform'd him in few 
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Words; and then Goxſalvo read the other Let. 
ter, the Contents of which were theſe. 


Felima's LITTER ro Don Olmond. 
Yo U can do any Thing with Gonſalvo: Ges 
him to ſave Alamir from the Rage of the 
King of Leon. In preſerving him. from the 
Death, which is preparing for him; be will not 
preſerve his Life; he will ſoon expire of his 
Hounds. Gonſalvo rs 1 reveng d al- 
ready on that unbappy Prince, * we are ob- 
li 4 to have 5 to him to 4 7 him. 
xert your ſelf, I,conjure you, in this; for you 
will ſave more than one Life in ſaving that of 


An! Zayde, ery'd Ganſalvo, Felima writes by 
your Order; and you enjoin me by this Letter 
to ſave you Alamir. hat an Inbumagity is 
yours + and to what an Extremity do you te- 
duce me? Is it not enough that I bear my Miſ- 
fortunes? Muſt I alſo labour to deliver him 
who cauſes them? . Qught I to oppoſe the 
King's Reſolution? The Reſolution is juſt ; 
he has been conſtrain'd to take it; and I had no 
Part in it. I ought to leave Alamir to periſh, 
if I did not know he is my Rival, and that 
Zayde loves him. But I know it; and this 
Reaſon, cruel as it is, does not allow me to 
conſent to his Ruin. What extravagant In- 
ſtance of Obedience, reply'd he, wou'd I im- 
poſe upon my ſelf? And what Generofity ob- 
liges me to preſerve Alamir? Since I know he 
takes Zayde from me, mult I fave his 125 

an 
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Can I deſire that, to ſpare him at my Requeſt, 
the King ſhou'd run the Hazard of making his 
Army revolt ? Shall I abandon the Intereſt of 
Don Garcia, to deprive my {elf of the pleaſin 
Hopes with which Alamir's Death flatters me? 
This Prince alone diſputes 1.— with me; and 
as prejudic'd as ſne is in his Favour, if ſhe were 
never to ſee him again, I might aſſure my ſelf 
of being happy. _ 

AFTER theſe Words he kept Silence a long 
time, and ſeem'd perfectly mute; when riſin 
up at once, tho' he was very weak, he caus' 
himſelf to be carry'd to the King, who was 
extremely ſurpris'd to ſee him, and was more 
ſo, when he knew what he was come to ask of 
him. | 

SIR, ſaid Gonſalvo, if you have any Regard 
for me, you muſt grant me Alamir's Life; I 
cannot live, if you conſent to his Death. What 
is it you ſay, Gonſalvo? reply'd the King; by 
what Accident is the Life of a Man, who pro- 
duces your Unhappineſs, become neceſlary to 
your Repoſe ? Zayde, Sir, anſwer'd he, orders 
me to ſave it; and I muſt anſwer the good 
Opinion ſhe has of me. She knows I adore 
her, and ought to hate this Prince; and yet ſhe 
has ſuch an Eſteem of me, as to believe I am 
ſo far from conſenting to his Death, that I will 
take Pains to ſecure him. She deſires to hold 
| her Lover's Life of me, and I beg it of you of 
all Grace. I muſt not liſten, ſaid the King, to 
Sentiments inſpir'd by a blind Generoſity, and 
a Love which interrupts your Reaſon. I muſt 
actaccording to my own Intereſt, and to yours. 
The Prince of Tarſus muſt die, to teach the 
King of Cordova to uſe the Rights of War bet- 
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ter; and to appeaſe my Troops, who are ready 
to revolt; and he muſt die, to leave you in 
Poſſeſſion of Zayde, and diſturb your Quiet no 
more. 
Au! Sir, return'd Gonſalvo, can I find Quiet 
in ſeeing Zayde incens'd againſt me, and deſpe- 
rate for the Death of her Lover? I muſt no 
longer preſume to diſpute Zayde with Alamir, 
living or dead; nor render my ſelf worthy of 
the ill Treatment of Fortune by an unreaſona- 
ble Obſtinacy. I wow'd have Zayde lament ſhe 
did not love me, but I wou'd not have her able to 
deſpiſe or hate me. Take Time, ſaid the King, 
to conſider what you ask, and reſolve with 
your ſelf, if you ought to deſire it. No, Sir, 
anſwer'd Gonſalvo, I wou'd not have Leiſure to 
change my Mind, and expoſe my ſelf a ſecond 
time to the falſe and flattering Hopes which the 
Thought of Alamir's Death has already 2 
me. or wou'd 1 have Zayde believe, I am 
irreſolute what Side I ought to embrace. I 
entreat the Favour of you to give out to-day, 
that you haye granted me that Prince's Life. 
I promiſMo grant it you, anfwer'd the King; 
but it muſt not be made Publick yet. You 
know the Enterprize which is concerted upon 
Oropeſe; this Night the Inhabitants are to open 
the Gates to us; if this Deſign takes Effect, the 
Joy of ſuch a Succeſs may perhaps put the 
Army into a Temper from which we ſhall have 
leſs to fear: Felima will be in our Hands; and 
you may know from her, whether Alamir is 
loy'd. Make your own Deſtiny clear, before 
you decide that of the Prince, and place your 
ſelf in a Condition of forming a Reſolution of 
which you will not repent. | 
| Bur, 
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Bor, Sir, reply'd Gonſalvo, perhaps Felima 
will not diſcover the Sentiments of Zayde. To 
oblige her to it, anſwer'd the King, ſend Don 
Olmond Word, that you will not do what ſhe 
deſires, unleſs you know the true Reaſons of 
her being ſo concern'd in the Preſervation of 
Alamir. It is Don Olmond who is order'd to 
take Poſſeſſion of Oropeſe, and you will learn 
by him all that you have Occaſion to know. 
I conſent, Sir, ſaid Gonſalvo, upon Condition 
you will permit me to make the Soldiers come 
to you to ask Alamir's Life themfelves, at the 
ſame Inſtant that the taking of Oropeſe ſhall be 
known. As Felima will be a Priſoner, Don 
Olmond will have it in his Power to conceal 
from her the Favour you have granted me, till 
ſhe has told him every Thing relating to the 

Prince: Zayde will fee I obey'd her Orders 

the very Moment I xeceiv'd them; and will 

judge by this blind Obedience, that if I reſign 
my Pretenſions to her Heart I was not unwor- 
thy to poſleſs it. 

TRE. King agreed to all Goxſalvo propos'd, 
but oblig'd him at the ſame Time to write Don 
Olmond an Account of the Manner in which 
they had fix'd the Affair. He ſtaid Part of the 
Night with his Favourite, who ſunk under the 
Violence he had done himſelf, and facrific'd to 
a ſevere Generoſity, from which he expected 
no Glory, all the Hopes of a Paſſion which 
powerfully inflam'd his Soul. 

JE next Day Don Garcia receiv'd News of 
the Enterpriſe at Oropeſe, which had ſucceeded 
according to his Wiſhes. He communicated it 
to Goxſalvo, and acquainted him alſo that he 
was at Liberty to try to ſave Alamir. Gonſal- 

vo, 
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v, with the ſame Ardor as if by executing this 
Deſign he were aſlur'd of the Conqueſt of Zayde, 
made himſelf be carry'd into the Camp, and 
with the ſame Looks and Voice with which he 
animated the Soldiers on ſo many Occaſions to 
follow him, he ſet before them the Shame they 
wou'd bring upon him in taking away the 
Prince of Tarſus's Life, who was under Con- 
finement only for attacking him. He told 
them, that by his Death, which wou'd always 
be imputed to himſelf, they wou'd make him 
loſe the Honour he had acquir'd with them in 
ſo many Engagements; that he wou'd at the 
ſame Minute lay down his Command, and go 
out of Spain: And it muſt be their Choice, ei- 
ther to ſee him take Leave of the King, or go 
with him immediately to beg the Prince's Lite, 
The Soldiers ſcarcely ſuffer'd him to finiſh his 
Speech, and throwing themſelves round him in 
Crouds, as if to prevent his leaving them, 
they follow'd him to Don Garcia, and were ſo 
ſpirited by their General's Words, that it had 
been as dangerous now to refuſe them Ala- 
mir's Safety. as it wou'd have been a few 
Days before to deny them his Execution. 
DON OLMOND in the mean while, amid 
all the Cares he had upon his Hands by becom- 
ing Maſter of the Town, did not neglect to 
conſider Gonſalvo's Intereſt requir'd him to have 
a Converſation with Felima. He ask'd to be 
admitted to her with as much Reſpect as if the 
Right of War had not given him an abſolute 
Liberty. He found her in a dcep Sadneſs; 
what had paſs'd during the late Action, and a 


troubleſome Indiſpoſition her Mother had been 
under 
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under for ſome Days, ſeem'd to be the Occaſion 
of abs 389 ©1010, 58} 17 EIS. | 

As ſoon as they, cou'd ſpeak without being 
oyer-heard, Well, Don Olmond, ſays ſhe, have 
you ſolicited _—_— 2 and will you ſave Ala- 
mir? That Prince's _— anſwer'd he, Ma- 
dam, is in your Hands. In my Hands! cry'd 
ſhe; alas, how ſhou'd I be able to do any Thing 
for bis Safety? I will: be anſwerable to you for 
his Life, reply'd hei; but to enable me to keep 
my Word, I muſt know the Reaſons why you 
intereſt. your ſelf ſo, warmly in his Preſerva- 
tion. I muſt know them with a punctual 
Truth, and every Thing alſo relating to Ala- 
mir's Adventures. Ah! Don Olmond, ſaid Fe- 
lima, what do you ask me? At theſe Words 
ſhe ſtood ſilent for a time,-and then breaking out 
at once, But don't you know he is Kinſman to 
0ſmin and Zulema? that we have been long ac- 
quainted with him, and that his Merit is uncom- 
mon? And is not this enough to make one con- 
e, 1 RET O74 
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Your Concern for it, Madam, return'd' 
Don Olmond, proceeds from more preſſing Rea- 
ſons; if it will coſt you too dear to declare 
them, it lies with you not to do it; but you 
will alſo allow me then to revoke the Promiſe 
made you. Ah! Don Olmond, cry'd ſhe, is 
Alamir's Life to be purchas'd only at this Price? 
Why is it you wou'd know; what you ask of me? 
Jam ſorry, anſwer'd Don Olmond, that I can- 
not tell you. But, Madam, once more, I can 
do nothing unleſs upon this Condition, ,and you 
mult make your Choice. | | TATE 
FELIMA ſtood a long Time with her 


Eyes turn'd down in ſo profound a Silence, 
„Vor, . | I that 
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that Don Olmond was ſurpris'd ; but preſently re- 
ſolving, I am going, ſaid ſhe, to do that very 
Thing which I leaſt imagin'd I cou'd prevail on 
my ſelf to do, The good Opinion I have of 
you, and my Confidence in your Friendſhip, 
undoubtedly aſſiſt to determine me to it, as well 
as the Preſervation of Alamir. Keep the Se- 
.cret, added ſhe, inviolably, and hear with Pa- 
-tience the Story I am to relate, which will 
unvoidably be ſomething tedious. | 1 


The Has Tory of Zayde and 
- Felima. 


==1D RAHIS, Brother of Ca 


r Ofray, who cou'd have diſ- 

* | 12 the Empire with him by 
Right of Birth, was fo unfor- 

I tunatc, and ſo deſerted of all thoſe 
" who gave him Hope of their de- 
Claring for him, that he was forc'd to renounce 
his Pretenſions, and conſent to be exil'd to Cy- 


prus, under Pretence of going Commander of the 


lace. Zulema and Oſmin, whom you know, 
were his Sons; they were young and handſome, 
and had given ſeveral Proofs of their Valour. 
They fell in Love with two Perſons of extra- 
ordinary Beauty, and of great Quality ; who 
were Siſters, and were deſcended from ſeveral 


Princes, who had govern'd that Iſland before 


it became ſubject to the Arabians. One of them 


was nam'd Alaſinths, and the other Belcxrs. D 
As 
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As Oſmin and Zulema knew the Greek Lan- 
uage, they eaſily made themſelves underſtood 
b the Ladies, who were Chriſtians ; but the 
ifference of their Religion produc'd none in 
their Sentiments. They lov'd the two Brothers, 
and as ſoon as their Father's Death had left 
them at Liberty, Zulema marry'd Alaſintha, and 
0/min marry'd Belenia. They allow'd them to 
bring up their Children in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and gave them Hope that in a little Time they 
wou'd embrace it themſelves. I was born of 0/- 
2 Belenia, and Zayde of Zulema and Ala- 
tha. | 
Z ULEM A's Paſſion and that of Oſinin 
oblig'd them to paſs ſeveral Years in Cyprus; 
but at length a Deſire of finding ſome favoura- 
ble Juncture to revive their Father's Clai 
call'd them thence to Africa. At firſt they ha 
great ExpeQations, and, contrary to the Rules 
of State, the Caliph who ſucceeded Oſman put 
them into ſuch conſiderable Imployments, that* 
Alafintha and Belenia cou'd not blame their Ab- 
ſence: But after it had laſted five or fix Years, 
they began to be uneaſy and complain. They 
knew indeed they had other Ingagements, be- 
ſide the War, and heard frequently from them; 
but as they did not return, they thought they had 
forſaken then. Alafintha therefore had nothing 
upon her Mind but Zayde, who deſerv'd all her 
Application; and Belenia's Thoughts were 
wholly employ'd on educating me very carefully. 
Just as we were paſs'd our Infancy, 
both our Mothers retir'd to a Caſtle near 
the Coaſt, where they led a Life agreeable to 
their Affliction, tho* their Regard to their 
Children oblig'd _— to keep up a — 
2 
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and Magnificence which, by. their own Inclina- 
tion perhaps they wou'd have omitted. Seve- 
ral young Perſons of Quality reſorted to us, 
and there was nothing wanting which might 
contribute to our Improvement, and. to the Di- 
verſions which were conſiſtent with the Priva- 
cy in which we were bred. Zayde and I were 
no leſs united by Friendſhip than by Blood; 
I was two Years elder than ſhe ; and there 
was, ſome Difference alſo in our Tempers ; 
mine was the leſs gay and ſpritely; this was 
eaſily perceiv'd by ſeeing us, as well as the Ad- 
vantage Zayde's Beauty had over mine. | 
Nor long before the Emperor Lev ſent to 
attack, the Iſland of Cypras, we were one Day 
by the Shoar; the Sea was calm, and we begg'd 
our Mothers to give us Leave to go upon the 
Water in a Barge. We took ſeveral young 
Perſons with us, and row'd towards the Ships 
which lay in the Road; as we drew near them, 
we ſaw ſome Sloops put off, and thought 
they were Arabiaus going on Shoar. The 
Sloops advanc'd towards us, as we made up 
to them. In the firſt were ſeveral Men mag- 
nificently habited ; and among them one who by 
his noble Air and the Gracetulneſs of his Per- 
ſon was diſtinguiſh'd from all about him. This 
Encounter ſurpris'd us; we were ſenſible it 
became us to proceed no farther, nor give thoſe 
who were in the Sloop room to think it was 
a Curioſity to-view them which had brought us 
toward them. We ſtood off to the right, and 
the Sloop we endeavour'd to ſhun did the ſame, 
but the others ſteer'd directly to Land. That 
which follow'd us, came near enough for us 
to diſcern. that the Man whom we had 
L:4 | diſtinguiſh'd - 
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diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, look'd on us earneſt- 


ly, and defir'd to make us obſerve, that he took 


a Pleaſure in following us. 

ZATYDEE lik'd the Incident, and caus'd our 
Barge to tack about in order to try whether the 
other wou'd ſtill keep us Company. For my 
Part, I was embarraſs'd, I knew not why. I. 
view'd him who appear'd to be the Maſter of 
the others in the Sloop with Attention, and at 
a nearer Sight, found ſomething 1o fine and 
ſo agreeable in his Aſpect, that I thought I had 
never beheld any one ſo engaging. I told Zayde 
we Ought to return, and that undoubtedly when. 
Alaſiniba and Belenia allow'd us to go upon the 
Water, they did not imagine we ſhou'd have 
met with ſuch an Adventure. She obey'd my 
Advice, and we made to Shoar; the Veſſel 
which follow'd us paſs'd on, and went to de- 
bark near the other Sloops which were arriv'd 
before. | 

WHEN we were come aſhoar, the Perſon 
whom we had taken Notice of, accompany'd 
with a large Train of Attendants, came for- 
ward to give us his Hand, with an Air which 
made us believe he had learn'd who we were, of 
the People upon the Water. My Aſtoniſpment 
and Zayde's was paſt Expreſſion; we were not 
us'd to ſee our Gives addreſs'd 1o freely, aud 
eſpecially by the Arabrans, towards whom we 
were inſpir'd with a ſtrong Averſion. We ex- 

ted the Gentleman wou'd be ſtartled when 

e found we did not underſtand his Language, 
but were our ſelves confounded, to hear him 


eak ours with all the Politeneſs of ancient 
reece. 
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I know, Madam, faid he, applying himſelf 
to Zayde who walk'd foremoſt, an Arabian 
ought not to be ſo daring as to approach you, with- 
ont having ask'd your Permiſſion; but what wou'd 
be a Crime in another, I believe is pardonable 
in a Man who has the Honour to be related 
to the Princes Zalema and Oſmin. Having a 
Deſire to ſee the Rarities of Greece, I thought 
cou'd not fatisfy my Curioſity better than by 
beginning at the Ifland of Cyprus. And my 
good Fortune has preſented to me at my Arri- 
val, that which I ſnou'd have ſought in vain in 
all other Parts of the World. 

As he ſpoke, he fix'd his Eyes ſometimes 
vpon Zayde and ſometimes upon me ; but with 
ſo many Marks of a ſincere Admiration, that 
we cou'd ſcarcely doubt he thought what he 
aid. I can't tell whether I was already touch'd, 
or whether the Solitude in which we liy'd 
render'd bis Adventure the more agreeable, 
but I own I had never known any Thing fo 
amuſing. Alaſiutha and Belenia, who were a 
pretty way off, advanc'd towards us, and ſent 
to inquire the Name of the Stranger. They 
were inform'd he was Alamir, Prince of Tar- 
ſus, Son of that Alamir who held the Rank 


of Caliph, and whoſe Power was ſo formida- 


ble to the Chriſtians ; and knowing, the Rela- 
tion there was between him and Zzlema, the Re- 
ſpect which was due to him for his Birth, added to 
their Impatience to hear ſome News concernin 

their own Affairs, made them receive him wit 

leſs Repugnance than they commonly expreſs'd 
towards the Arabians. Alamir alſo by his Words 
diſpos'd them to give him a favourable Recep- 


tion; he ſpoke to them of Zulema and Ofmn, 
; whom 
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whom he had ſeen not long fince, and blam'd 
them for being able to abandon two Perſons ſo 
deſerving of their Company. 1 

THE Converſation upon the Shoar was ſo 
long, and Alamir ſeem'd ſo agreeable even in 
the Eyes of Alaſintha and Belenia, that, contrary 
to their Cuſtom of ſnunning all Commerce, they 
cou'd not forbear offering him a Lodging in the 
Caſtle where they dwelt. Alamir let them ſee 
he was ſenſible he ought in Civility to decline 
it; but ſhew'd them alſo he had not the Power 


to refuſe it, for the Pleaſure of not being parted 


from a Company who had filPd him with ſuch 
Admiration. He went with us, and introduc'd 
to us likewiſe a Man of Quality, for whom he 


had an extraordinary Regard, call'd Maulximan. 


Alamir continu'd the ſame in the Evening, as we 
found him when we met him firſt: I war ſur- 
ris'd at all his Motions, and at the Charms of 
is Perſon and his Wit, and this Wonder ſeiz'd 
me ſo ſtrongly, that from that Time I ought to 
have ſuſpected there was ſomething more in it 
than Surpriſe. I thought he ey'd me very at- 
tentively, and gave me to ſee by certain Praiſes 
he beſtow'd on me, that my Perſon was as 
pleaſing to him at leaſt as that of Zayde. 


INSTEAD of leaving us the next Day, as in. 
Appearance he was to have Yone, he induc'd 


Alafentha and Belenia to detain him: He ſent 
for ſome beautiful Horſes he had brought with 
him, and caus'd ſeveral of his People to ride 
them before us, and rode them himſelf with the 
Dexterity which is peculiar to thoſe of his Na- 


tion. He found means to ſtay there three or 


four Days, and ingratiated himſelf ſo with our 


Mothers, that the conſented to his viſiting us 
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while he continu'd in the Iſland. At going a- 
way, he let me underſtand that if his Preſence 
had been troubleſome to me, and if it ſhou'd 
prove ſo hereafter, I ought to accuſe my ſelf. 
His Looks, however, I obſerv*'d were fix'd on 
Jayde; but J had alſo diſcern'd them frequently 
turn'd on myſelf in a manner which ſeem'd ſo 
natural and fincere, that joining the Language 
of his Eyes to ſeveral Things he had told me, I 
was perſuaded I had made an Impreſſion in his 
Heart. O Heayens ! that which he made in 
mine was real. | 

As ſoon as he was out of Sight, I felt a Sad- 
nels I did not underſtand. I left Zayde, and re- 
tir'd to think. My Thoughts, I found, were all 
confus'd, and I was weary of myſelf ; I re- 
turn'd to look for Zayde, and wanted her, I 
thought, to talk about Alamir. She was em- 
ploy'd with her Women in making Feſtoons of 
Flowers, and ſeem'd not to remember fhe had 
{cen the Prince. I was amarz'd to ſee her ſo bu- 
fied about her Flowers, and had ſo little Heart to 
amuſe myſelf with them, that I ſnatch'd them 
from her by Force. We walk'd out, and I 
ſpoke to her about Alamir: I told her I thought 
he had view'd her earneſtly; ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe 
had not perceiv'd it. I try'd to diſcover whether 
ſhe had obſerv'd the Tenderneſs he expreſs'd to- 
wards me; but ſhe ſeem'd not to have had the 
leaſt Surmiſe of it, and I was ſo aſtoniſn'd and 
confounded at the Difference between what the 
Sight of Alamir had produc'd in Zayde and in 
me, that I heap'd Reproaches on myſelf which 
were but too juſt. _ bc 

SOME Days after, Alamir made us a Viſit ; 
when he came, Alaſiutha and Belenia were gone 

| TE out 
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out to a Place, from whence they were not to 
return *till the Evening. He appear'd to me 
more amiable than ever. As Zayde was not in 
the way, it was my ill Fortune to ſee him, 
when he had no other Object to engage his At- 
tention but myſelf; he expreſs'd ſo much Af- 
fection, that the Inclination I had for him made 
me firmly believe I pleas'd him as he did me. 
He went away before Zayde came in, and*in a 
manner which gave me ground to flatter myſelf 
he did not defire to ſee her. A great while af- 
ter, Zayde return'd, and I was amaz'd when 
ſhe and Alaſintha ſaid, they had found him very 
near our Caſtle, and that he brought them as far 
the Gate. By the Time he had been gone, he 
muſt in all likelihood have been got a great Way 
off, when they came home, and cou'd never 
have met them, unleſs he had waited for them. 
This Thought made me uneaſy; yet I fancy'd 
what I imagin'd might have happen'd only by 
Accident, and expected the next Viſit of Ala- 
mir with an Impatience I had not experienc'd - 
before. - In a few Days he came to bring Ala- 
fintha News of the War which the Emperor 
Leo intended to make in Cyprus. This News, 
which was ſo very important, furniſt'd him 
with a Pretence to ſee us frequently; and till 
when he came, he continu'd to expreſs to me 
the ſame Sentiments he had at firſt declar'd. I 
ſtood in need of all my Reaſon not to let him 
ſee the Diſpoſition I had to him; and my Rea- 
ſon perhaps wou'd have been ineffectual; if the 
Concern I perceived in him ſometimes for 
Zayde, had not aſſiſted to reſtrain me How- 
ever I imputed all he did to pleaſe her, to his 
natural Politeneſs, and his artful Conduct hid 
1 from 


However, I fancy 


ving me. I was pierc'd thro' with a Grief till 
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from me that which wou'd have given me ano- 
ther Opinion. 

W were inform'd that the Emperor's Navy 
was near our Coaſt ; upon which Alamir per- 
ſuaded our Mothers to remove; and tho? our 
Religion made us apprehend nothing from the 
Imperial Troops, our Alliance to the Arabian, 
and the uſual Diſorders of War, prevail'd on us 
to follow his Counſel, and go to 2 I 
rejoyc'd at it, becauſe I expected to be in the 
fame Place with Alamir, and that Zayde and] 


ſhou'd not be together in one Lodging. Her 


Beauty wis ſo formidable to me, that I was ex- 
tremely pleas'd Alamir had ſeen me without ſee- 
ing ber. I believ'd I ſhou'd now ſatisfy my ſelf 
entirely concerning his Sentiments to me, and 


_ diſcover whether I ought to ſurrender my ſelf 


to thoſe which I had for him. But to diſpoſe 
of my Heart had long been beyond my Power: 

15 I had underſtood Ala- 
mir's Temper.then, as well as I have done 
fince, I ſhou'd have been able to preſerve m7 


* ſelf from the Inclination I had to him; but as 


was ſenſible only of his beautiful Qualities, and 
he ſeem'd to have a Tenderneſs for me, it was 
difficult to reſiſt a Paſſion which was ſo violent 
and ſo natural. 

Taz Day we arriv'd at Famaguſta, he came 
to us; Zayde's Charms ſhone out ſoilluſtriouſly, 
that ſhe appear'd the ſame to Alamir's Eyes, 5 
he appear'd to mine, that is, the only Object of 
Love. I perceiv'd the extraordinary Attention 
with which he look'd at her. Mlafintha and Be- 


Tenia withdrew, and Alamir follow'd Zayds, 


without ſo much as framing a Pretence for les- 


then 
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then unknown, the Violence of which con- 
vinc'd me of the real Affection I. had for that 
Prince. This Diſcovery augmented my Sor- 
row, and I had in View the dreadful Calamity, 
into which I was plung' d by my own Fault; 
but after I had lamented ſeverely, ſome Ray of 
Hope broke in upon me; I flatter'd myſelf, like 
all Perſons in Love, and ſuppos'd this diſplea- 
Accident might ariſe from ſome Reaſons - 
of which I was not aware. This feeble Hope 
did not. continue long; Alamir choſe to let 5 
Zayde and me believe for a time that he loy'd 
us in order ta determine himſelf accord- 
— 1 the manner in which either of us treated 
dut the Beauty of Zayde, unaſſiſted by 
any Encouragement, maſter de him entirely. He 
forgot now that he had affected to make me be- 
lieve he had a Paſſion for me; I ſcarcely ſaw 
him after this, and he viſited me only for the 
ſake of 411 Zayde; he lov'd her ardently, 
and in ſhort I jaw him become the ſame to her 
as I ſhou'd have been to him, if Decency wou'd 
have allow d me to declare my Thoughts. 
I don't know whether it is neceſlay to tell you 
what I ſuffer'd, and the different Motions which 
agitated my Heart. I couw'd not bear to ſee him 
with Zayde, and ſo deeply enamour'd; and on 
the other hand, I cou'd not live without him. 
I had rather therefore ſee. him with her, than 
not ſee him at all. His Behaviour to her, in- 
ſtead of leſſening my Affection, encreas'd it. 
All his Words and Actions were ſo adapted to 
pleaſe me, that if I had been to inſtruct a Loyer 
in his Conduct, I ſhou'd have preſcrib'd him 
that of Alamir to Zayde. There is alſo ſuch a a 
Contagion in Love, that it is dangerous to ſee . 
| ie, 
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it, tho* it is notaddreſs'd to one's ſelf. Zayde told 
me the Paſſion he had for her, and how far ſhe 
was from apron, it. Several times when ſhe 
was talking of it, I was on the Point to open 
iny Condition to her, in order to engage her 
thereby not to ſuffer the Prince to continue his 
Amour; but I was afraid of endearing him to 
her, by letting her ſee how well I lov'd him. 
However, it was my fix'd Reſolution to do 
him no Diſſervice; and I was ſo ſenfible of the 
Miſery of not being lov'd, that I wou'd not 
contribute to make him feel it, whom I loy'd 
ſo dearly. And the Coldneſs of Zayde toward 
him, perhaps might aſſiſt to ſupport me in this 
Reſolution. 

THE Emperor's Troops were ſo ſtrong, that 
it was not queſtion'd but Cyprus wou'd ſoon 
fall into his Hands. Upon the Report of the 
Siege, Zulema and Oſmin awaken'd out of the 
deep Oblivion in which they had Jain ſo long. 
The Caliph began to fear them, and ſeem'd to 
have a Deſign to ſend them out of the Way. 
They agreed to prevent him, and ask'd to com- 
mand the Succours which were to be ſent to 
Cyprus; and arriv'd, when we leaſt> expected 
them. This was a ſenſible Joy to Alafintha and 
Belenia; and wou'd have been to me, if I had 
been capable of it; but I was overwhelm'd 
with Grief, and Zxlema's Arrival gave me new 
Trouble, leſt he ſhou'd approve Alamir's De- 
figns. What J apprehended happen'd; for Zu- 
lema, who by his refiding in Aya was become 
more fix'd in his Religion than cyer, was ex- 
tremely deſirous Zayde frou'd change hers; he 
left Taxis with an Intention to carry her thi- 
ther, and marry her to the Prince of Fez, Fo 
£ c 
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the Houſe of the Idri':; but the Prince of Tar- 
ſus ſeem'd ſo worthy of his Daughter, that he | 
allow'd his Addreſſes. I then clearly perceiv'd, 

if IJ did not take Meaſures to prevent Zayde 
from loving him, the Thing I moſt dreaded 
wou'd befall me, to ſee him happy by poſſeſſing 
her. | 

H1s Paſſion proceeded to that Violence, 
that all who knew him cou'd not admire at it 
enough. Mulziman, whom I mention'd be- 
fore, and whom I convers'd with ſometimes, 
becauſe he was Alamir's Friend, made me fan- 
cy by the Amazement he expreſs'd at it, that the 
Prince had never been ſabje@ to the like till 
now. Alamir acquainted Zulema with his 
Thoughts concerning Zayde; and Zulema let 
Zayde underſtand it was his Defire ſhe ſhou'd 
marry him. She had been under ſome Appre- 
henſion of this, and the Moment ſhe knew it, 
ſhe told it me with the higheſt Tokens of Un- 
eaſineſs. I confeſs, I cou'd not ſee what Rea- 
fon fhe had to be troubled, and thought it im- 
poflible it ſnou'd be fach Affliction to be ap- 
pointed to paſs her Life with Alamir. 

THIS Infidel had fo perfectly forgot his Pro- 
feſſions to me, that when Zulema inform'd him 
of the Averſion Zayde expreſs'd for him, he 
came to me to complain, and to implore my 
Aſſiſtance. All my Reaſon and Conſtancy 
were ready to deſert me, and I felt a Grief and 
Emotion, which he wou'd have eaſily diſcern'd; 
if he had not been himſelf affaulted with the 
fame Paſſion as tortur'd me. Aſter a Silence, 
Which perhaps ſpoke but too much, I am ex- 
tremely amaz'd, ſaid I, at the Repugnance Zayde 
thews to Zulemas Choice, and am the ya 

er ſon 
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Perſon in the World to try to change her Mind 


for I ſhou'd ſpeak againſt my own Judgment, 
and I know the Misfortune of being engag d 
with one of your Nation ſo well, that I can 
ver adviſe Zeyde to run the Hazard. Belenia 
convinc'd me of the Miſery of it, ſoon af. 
ter I was born, and I believe Alaſiuiba has ſet 
it before her Daughter ſo clearly, that it will be 
very difficult to bring her to conſent to what 
you deſire; and for my Part, I aſſure you once 
again, that I am more uncapable of undertaking. 
it than any one. 7 

ALAMTIR was highly troubled: to find me 
ſo little diſpos'd to ſerve him, and hop'd to 
33 by ſhewing me all his Anguiſh, and the 

ulneſs of his Eaſſion for Zayde. he ſaid. 
threw me into ])eſpair, and yet I cou'd not for- 
bear condoli::; him, through the Conformity of 
our Diſtreſles: It was a perfect War in my 
Thoughts. Zayde's Diſlike of him gave me a 
certain Joy from the Pleaſure of Reveng 
which I taſted very ſtrongly; and it abaſh'd my 
33 to ſee her deſpiſe a Man whom I a- 

or'd.. | 

I reſolv'd to declare the Condition of my 
Heart to Zayde: Before I did it, I preſs'd her 
to conſider, whether ſhe ſhou'd be able always 
to reſiſt Zule ma's Intention of 2 her to 
Alamir. There was no Extremity, ſhe told 
me, which ſhe wou'd not embrace, rather than 
conſent to marry a Man whoſe Religion was ſo 
Oppoſite to her own, and whoſe Law. allow'd 
him to take as many Wives as he pleas'd; but 
ſhe did not believe Zxlema wou'd think of for- 
eing her to it, and if he ſhon'd, her Mother 
wou'd find Means to prevent it. This Anſw 0 

| o 
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of Zayde fill'd me with all the Gladneſs I was 
capable of, and I began to have a Mind to ac- 
quaint her with what I defign'd ; but I found 
more Difficulty in it than I imagin'd; at length 
I Curmounted all the Motives of Pride and 
Shame which ſtood in my Way, and with a 
Flood of Fears inform'd her of my Caſe. She 
was aſtoniſh'd, and ſeem'd as intimately touch'd 
with my unhappy State, as I cou'd wiſh. Why, 
ſaid ſhe, have you conceal'd your Sentiments ſo 
ſtudiouſly from him who occaſion'd them? I] 
don't queſtion if he had diſcover'd them at firſt, 
but he wou'd have plac'd his Affection upon 
you, and I am perſuaded, if he knew any thing 
of the Matter, the Hope of being lov'd by you, 


and my Treatment of him, wou'd very ſoon 


induce him to relinquiſh me. Are you willing, 
added ſhe, embracing me, that I ſhou'd endea- 
your to convince him he wou'd do better ta ad- 
dreſs himſelf to you than to myſelf? Ah! 


Zayde, reply'd I, do not take from me the on- 


8 Circumſtance which prevents my dying of 
rief: I ſhou'd not ſurvive what I ſuffer, if A- 
lamir were to know my Thoughts; I ſhou'd 
be inconſolable on Account of my Honour, 
and ſhou'd be more ſo for the ſake of my Love. 
As I am, I can flatter my ſelf that if he knew 
I lov'd him, he wou'd love me: I am ſenſible 
indeed, that one is not always lov'd for loy- 
ing; yet it is a kind of Hope, and ſlender as it 
is, I wou'd not part with it, for it is all I have 
left me. I added alſo ſo many other Reaſons, 
to. ſhew her that I ought not to diſcover my 
Sentiments to Hlamir, that ſhe came into my 
Opinion; and I felt a great Relief by having un- 
boſom'd myſelf to her, and made my Con- 
plaints. b IN 


\ 


- — — . — — —_— 


184 EXT DE Part IT. 


Ix the mean Time the War proceeded, and 
it was plain that it cou'd not continue long. 
The flat Country was all conquer'd, and Fa- 
maguſta was the only Town which was not 
ſurrender'd. Alamir expos'd himſelf perpetu- 
ally with a Valour which border'd upon De- 
ſpair. Mulz:imax ſpoke of it to me with ex- 
treme Concern: He ſo frequently teſtify'd his 
Surpriſe at the Prince's ardent Fondneſs of 
27 that I cou'd not but ask him the Cauſe, 
and urge him to tell me, whether Alamir had e- 
ver been in Love, before he ſaw Zayde. He 
was very backward to own the Reaſon of his 
Wonder; but I conjur'd him ſo earneſtly, that 
at laſt he related that Prince's Adventures. 1 
will not give you the Particulars of them, be- 
cauſe it wou'd be tedious. I will only appriſe 

ou of what is neceſſary to make you under- 
ftand Alamir, and my Misfortune. 


ALFA — . Zo r N 1 8 KOALA 
The HISTORY of Alamir Prince 
of Tarſus. 


Have already told you this Prince's 
Birth; and what I have ſaid of his 
Perſon, and my» Sentiments con- 
cerning him, may ſatsify you that 
he is as amiable as a Man can be. 
It was his Ambition alſo even from 
the firſt opening of his Youth, to make himſelf 
be lov'd; and tho? the manner in which the A- 


rabian Women live admits not of 9 
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Alamir's Addreſs, and the Pleaſure of ſurmount- 
ing Difficulties, made that eaſy to him which 
wou'd have been impoſſible to another. As 
this Prince is not marry'd, and his Religion per- 
mits him to have ſeveral Wives, there was not 
a young Woman at Tarſus who did not flatter her 
ſelf with the Hope of that Honour. This Hope 
readily diſpos'd them to receive him favourably ; 
but he was very far by his Temper from en- 
tering into an Engagement which he cou'd not 
break off. All he aim'd at was the Pleaſure of 
being lov'd; as for that of loving, he-knew it 
not. He never had any real Paſſion; but with- 
out feeling it, he underſtood the Art of feigning 
it ſo well, that he made all whom he thought 
worthy, believe he was ſincerely ſmitten. It is 
true alſo that while he was ſtriving to pleaſe, a 
Detire of procuring. himſelf to be lov'd ſup- 
ly'd him with an Ardour which might eaſily 
taken for a true Flame: But the Moment he 
had accompliſh'd- his Purpoſe; as his Wiſhes 
were fully anſwer' d, and he was not enamour'd 
enough to take any Delight in Love it ſelf, ſe- 
arated from Difficulties . and Amuſements, 
his whole Care was to withdraw from her 
whom he had purſu'd, and apply his Courtſhip 
to another. Rs n 
ONE of his Favourites, call'd Selemin, was 
the Confident of all his Amours, and was him- 
ſelf atſo concern'd in ſeveral as little in earneſt 
as his Maſter's. The Arabians celebrate certain 
Feſtivals at different Seaſons of the Year; this 
1s the only Time in which the Women have 
any Liberty ; they are permitted then to walk 
abroad in the Towns and Gardens; and are 
preſent, tho' always yeil'd, at the publick —_ | 
| whic 
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which are perform'd during thoſe Days. Ala. 
mir and Selemin expected this Seaſon impatient- 
ly. It never arriv'd, but they diſcover'd Beau- 
ties they had not known before, and found 
means to ſpeak to them, and eſtabliſh a ſort of 
Intelligence with them. 

AT one of theſe Feaſts, Alamir ſaw a young 
Widow, call'd Naria, whoſe Beauty, Riches 
and Virtue were uncommon. By Accident he 
ſaw her unveil'd, as the was talking to one of 
her Slaves; the Charms of her Face ſurpris'd 
him, and the Sight of the Prince diſcompos'd 
her, and ſhe ſtood ſtill a while to look at him. 
He perceiv'd it; he follow'd her, and endea- 
vour'd to make her obſerve that he did ſo; in a 
Word, the ſeeing ſo fair a Perſon, and the hay- 
ing had a Look from her, was ſufficient to in- 
ſpire him both with Love and Hope. The Ac- 
count he receiv'd of her Virtue and her Wit, 
heighten'd his Ambition to gain her Love, and 
ſee her again. He ſought after her diligently, 
and was perpetually paſſing to and fro by her 
Lodging, but without perceiving her, tho” not 
without thinking ſhe might ſee him; at laſt he 
met her as ſhe was going to the Baths. He was 
fo h two or three Times as to have a View 
of her Face, and every Time he ſaw it, it ap- 

pear'd ſo enchanting, that he was wounded, and 
believ'd Naria was deſtin'd to put an End to his 
nconſtancies. 4524 4 | | 

' SEVERAL Days paſs'd without his receiv- 
ing any Token, by which he cou'd judge that 
aria approv'd his Love; and he began to have 
an Uneaſineſs, which diſturb'd his uſual Joy. 
However, he did not abandon his Deſign of 


ſoliciting the Affection of two or three _— 
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and eſpecially of Zoromade, who was very 
conſiderable by her Father's Quality, and by her 
Beauty. The Difficulties of ſeeing her exceed- 
ed, if poſſible, thoſe of ſeeing Naria; but he 
was certain Zoromade wou'd have ſurmounted 
them, if ſne had not been in the Power of 
2 Mother, who watched her with the ut- 
moſt Care. He was not therefore ſo eager 
to vanquiſh theſe Obſtacles, as to conquer 
the Reſiſtance of Naria, which proceeded 
wholly from herſelf. He had attempted ſeve- 
ral Times, in 1 to gain her Slaves, in or- 
der to know her Days of going out, and the 
Places where he might ſee her; but at length one 
of them, who had refus'd him the moſt obſtinate- 
* promis'd to inform him of all her Motions. 
wo Days after, he told the Prince ſhe was go- 
ing to a curious Garden ſhe had out of the Ci- 
85 and that if he would walk round by the 
arden-Wall, the riſing Ground in ſome 
Places wou'd help him to a Sight of her. Ala- 
mir was not wanting to N this Intelli- 
gence; he repair 'd thither in Di guiſe, and ſtay'd 
all the Afternoon by the Garden. 
TowaARD the Evening, juſt as he was rea- 
dy to return, he ſaw a r open, and the 
Slave, who was in his Intereſt, make him a 
Signal to approach. He fancy'd Naria was 
walking, and that he ſhou'd ſee her at the Door; 
he went up, and was brought into a noble 
Summer-Houſe, which was turniſh'd with the 
richeſt Ornaments; but nothing ſtruck him like 
the Sight of Naria, who was ſitting upon a 
Squab under a magnificent Canopy, like the Fi- 
gure of the Goddeſs of Love, with two or 
three of her Women plac'd at the Corner od 
tne 
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the Room. Alamir inſtantly threw himſelf at 
her Feet, with ſuch an Air of Tranſport and 
Wonder, as increas'd the modeſt Confuſion of 
this beautiful Woman. | 

I don't know, ſaid ſhe to him, cauſing him 
to riſe, whether I ought to diſcover at once 
the Inclination I have had for you, after having 
conceal'd it ſo long. I believe I ſhou'd have 
hid it all my Life-time, if you had been leſs 
diligent to ſhew me that which you have for 
me. But I confeſs, I was not able to reſiſt a 
Paſſion, which prevail'd on me ſo fiercely, tho 
ſupported by ſo little Hope. You pleas'd me 
the firſt Moment I ſaw you, I have taken more 
Pains to ſee you without being ſeen, than you 
have us'd to meet with me: In brief, I have been 
deſirous to know the Paſſion you have for me, 
and to be aſſur'd of it by your Words, as you 
have aſſur'd me of it by your Actions. 
What Aſſurances, O Heavens! did Nara ex- 
pect. from the Words of Alamir ! She little un- 
derſtood this deceiving Charmer. He exceeded 
all the Hopes ſhe had conceiv'd of his Love, 
and by his flattering and inſinuating Wit took 
full Poſſeſſion of her unwary Heart. She ap- 
ointed him to meet her again in the ſame Place. 
e return'd to Tarſus, with the pleaſing Re- 
flection of being the moſt happy Man in the 
whole World, and almoſt brought Mulziman 
and Selemin into the ſame Opinion. He viſited 
Naria often, who expreſs'd the greateſt Ten- 
derneſs and molt ſincere Affection poſſible; but 
ſhe alfo appris'd him that ſhe knew the Diſpo- 
ſition he had to changing, and that ſhe cou'd 
not bear to divide his Heart with another, and 
therefore if he wou'd retain hers, he muſt 8 
gar 
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gard that alone, and that ſhe wou'd break with 
him upon the firſt Occaſion of Jeniouly he gave 
her. Alamir anſwer'd with ſo many Oaths and 
ſuch Art, that Nar:a depended upon an eternal 
Fidelity. But the Thought of ſuch a ſtrict En- 
agement troubled him, and as he had now no 
Pinculty nor Hindrance to ſee her, his Love 
began to cool. However, he always declar'd 
the ſame Fondneſs. As ſhe had no other Inten- 
tion than to marry him, ſhe ſo little expected a- 
ny ObjeCtion on his Part, ſince ſhe lov'd him, 
and he return'd her Love, that ſhe began to talk 
to him about their Marriage Alamir was ſur- 
pris'd at the Diſcourſe, but had the Cunning to 
hide it, and Naria believ'd in a few Days it 
wou'd be accompliſh'd. _ | Foie 
As his Love to Naria was declining, he 
doubled his Application to Zoromade, and by. 
the Help of an Aunt of Selemin, who was en- 
gag'd by her Nephew to aſſiſt the Prince's A- 
mours, he found means to write to her. The 
Impoſſibility to ſee her was ſtill the ſame, and 
thereby his Flame was continually augmented. 
ALL his Hope was in a Feſtival which was 
held at the Beginning of the Year; it was the 
. Cuſtom at that Time to make magnificent Pre- 
ſents, and nothing is ſeen in the Streets but 
Slaves carrying along all ſorts of Rarities. A- 
lamir ſent Preſents to ſeveral; as Naria was 
haughty and ſtately ſhe reſolv'd not to receive 
any which were of Value. He ſent her Per- 
fumes of Arabia, which were ſo rare, that no 
Body had any of them beſide himſelf, and ac- 
company'd them with all the Decorations which 
cou'd make them pleafing. 


NARTA's 
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NA RTA's Paſſion for the Prince was never 
more inflam'd, and if ſhe had purſu'd the Di- 
Qates of her Heart, ſhe wou'd have kept at 
Home to think of him, and have forſaken all 
Diverſions where he was not preſent. Yet as 
Zoromade's Mother preſs'd her to come to an 
Entertainment at their Houſe during the Feſti- 
val, ſhe cou'd not refuſe her. She went, and 
as ſhe enter'd the Room, was ſurpris'd to ſmell 
the ſame Perfumes as Alamir had preſented to 
her. She ſtopp'd with Aſtoniſhment to ask 
whence came that agreeable Scent; Zeromade, 
who was * young, and unpraQis'd to 
conceal any Thing, bluſh'd and ſtood con- 
founded. Her Mother, ſeeing ſhe made no 
Anſwer, took the Word, and ſaid it was a Pre- 
ſent to her Daughter from an Aunt of Selemin. 
This Reply put Naria out of Doubt that it came 
from the Prince. It had the fame Ornaments, 
ſhe ſaw, as attended hers, and even more. This 
Diſcovery ſo pierc'd her Heart, that ſhe pre- 
tended herſelf ill, and wcnt Home as really 
diſorder'd as ſhe affected to ſeem to be. She 
was high ſpirited and of quick Senſe ; the 
Thought of being deceiv'd by a Man whom fhe 
ador'd, made her extremely miſerable; but be- 


fore ſhe reſign'd herſelf to Deſpair, ſhe reſolv'd 


to have plain Demonſtration of his Treachery. 
SHE ſent him Word ſhe was ill, and cou'g 


not go to any of the publick Diverſions _—_ 


the Feſtival. Alamir came to ſee her, and al- 
ſur'd her he wou'd be at none himſelf, ſince 


ſhe ſhon'd not be there; and ſpoke ſo that ſhe 


almoſt beliey'd ſhe had been unjuſt to ſuſpect 
him. Notwithſtanding as ſoon as he was gone, 


ſhe roſe, and diſguis'd herſelf ſo, that it was 
Im- 
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impoſſible for him to know her. She went to 
the Places where ſhe ſuppos'd he wou'd be; 
and the firſt ObjeQ ſhe encounter'd was Alamir 
in Diſguiſe; but he cou'd not diſguiſe himſelf 
to her. She ſaw he follow'd Zoromade, and 
was inſeparable from her while the Sports con- 
tinu'd; the next Day ſhe watch'd him gain, 
and inſtead of ſeeing him attending on Zoro- 
made, ſhe found him in a different ſe 
purſuing another Woman. At firſt ſhe was not 
much griev'd, and took a Pleaſure to think he 
might ſpeak to Zoromade by Accident, or out 
of Amuſement. She mix'd among the Wo- 
men who accompany'd her whom he addreſs'd, 
and came ſo near him, that as ſhe paſs'd by the 
Place where they ſtood, ſhe heard Alamir talk 
to her with the ſame Air and the ſame Expreſ- 
tions, as had ſo ſmoothly drawn herſelf to believe 
his Love. Judge now what a Condition Neri 
was in, and the cruel Torture ſhe ſuffer'd. She 
wou'd have been happy at that Moment, if ſhe 
cou'd have beliey'd Zoromade was the only Per- 
fon he admir'd; ſhe might then have imagin'd, 
his Inclination for that beautiful Perſon was the 
Cauſe of his Change, and have flatter'd herſelf 
that he had lov'd her before he fancy'd Zoro- 
made: But when ſhe ſaw him capable of uſing 
the ſame Aſſiduity and the ſame Words to two 
or three at one Time, ſhe diſcern'd that ſhe had 
engag'd his Wit, and not his Heart, and had on- 
ly diverted him, without making herſelf hap- 


y. 

Tr1s Diſcovery was ſo afflicting to one of 
her Temper, that ſhe had not Strength to ſup- 
port it. She went Home overwhelm'd with 
Sorrow, and found there a Letter from Alamir, 

| in 
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in which he proteſted he had not ſtirr'd abroad, 
and cou'd not bear to ſee any Thing ſince he 
cou'd not ſee her. This Deceit made her un- 
derſtand what Price to ſet upon all his paſt A- 
ctions, and ſne was ready to dye for Shame of 
having pleas'd herſelf ſo long in an Affair 
which was a mere Treachery. She preſently 
concluded what to do; ſhe writ to him in the 
athetick Manner which Grief, Affection and 

eſpair cou'd inſpire, and without appriſing 
him of her.late Adventure, bid him Farewell 
for ever. He was amaz'd at the Letter, and 
even troubled; for Naria's Wit and Beauty were 
ſo great, that they made the Inconſtancy of A- 
lamir himſelf regret his Loſs. 

HE related the Matter to Mulziman, who 
reproach'd him for his Conduct; you deceive 
your ſelf, ſaid he, if you fancy the Manner in 
which you have treated the — is con- 
ſiſtent with the Principles of true Honour. I 
deſire, anſwer'd Alamir ſtung with the Reproof, 
to juſtify myſelf to you, and have too high an 
Eſteem for you, to let you remain in ſo falſe 
an Opinion of me. Do you think I was to 
blame in not loving faithfully one who lov'd 
me with Sincerity? But do you think, interrupt- 
ed Mulziman, to juſtify your ſelf by accuſing 
thoſe you have lov'd? Has any of them de- 
ceiv'd you? And did not Naria love you with 
an undiſlembled and real Pafſion? Nara, re- 
ply'd Alamir, thought ſhe lov'd me, whereas ſhe 
lov'd my Rank, and the Dignity to which I 
cou'd exalt her. I have found nothing but Va- 
nity and Ambition in all the Women; they have 
lov'd the Prince, and not Alamir. A proud 
Deſire to make a ſhining Conqueſt, to om 

them- 
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themſelves, and eſcape from that uneaſy State of 


Life to which they are ſubjected, has excited in 
them that which you call Love; as the Pleaſure 
of being lov'd, and a Zeal to break thro' Diffi- 
culties, has produc'd that in me which in their 
Eyes ſeem'd a Paſſion. 

I believe you wrong Naria, anſwer'd Malzi- 
man, and that ſhe truly lov'd your Perſon: Na- 
ria talk*d of marrying me, ſaid Alamir, as well 
as the reſt; but I don't know whether her Paſ- 
ſion was more ſincere. What, return'd Mul- 
ziman, you wou'd have a Woman love you 
then, and not think of marrying you. Yes, 
ſaid Alamir, I wou'd not have them entertain 
ſuch a Thought, ſince I am above thoſe who 
pretend to ſuch a Thing. I wou'd allow them 
to imagine it, if they did not know me for what 
I am, and thought it wou'd be a Fault in them 
to marry me. But while they regard me as a 
Prince, who can beſtow both Promotion and a 
Degree of Liberty, I ſhall never think my ſelf 
{ much oblig'd to them for forming ſuch a De- 
ſign, nor take it for Love. You wou'd ſee, 
added he, I am not incapable of loving ſincere- 
ly, if I cou'd find a Perſon who lov'd me, with- 
out knowing who I am. You require an im- 
| poſſible Thing, reply'd Mzlz:man, in order to 
| ſhew your Fidelity, and if you were capable of 
| Conſtancy, you wou'd have it, without waiting 
for ſuch an extraordinary Occaſion. 

ALAMI R's Impatience to know how 
| Things ſtood with Naria, made him break off 
the Converſation; he went to her Houſe, and 
| Was told ſhe was ſet out for Mecca, and it was 
| Uncertain what Road ſhe had taken, or when 
| ſhe wou'd return. This was ſufficient to cauſe 
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him to forget Naria; he now thought only of 
Zoromade, who was guarded fo ſtrictly, that all 


his Invention was in a manner ineffectual. Be- 


ing at a loſs how to procure a Sight of her, he 
reſolv'd to run the Hazard of the moſt daring 
Attempt in the World, namely, to conceal 
Hiinſelf in one of the Houſes where the Women 
go to bathe. 

THE Baths are very ſplendid Buildings; the 
Women reſort thither three or four times in a 
Week; they pride themſelves in ſhewing their 
Magnificence, and in having an infinite Num- 
ber of Slaves walking before' and behind, to 
carry the Things they have occaſion to uſe. 
The Men are forbidden to enter theſe Houſes 
upon Peril of their Lives, and no Power can 
prote@ them, if they are caught. Alamir's Qua- 
Iity ſecur'd him from the ordinary Laws, but 
his Rank expos'd him to a Revolt and Sedition, 
which wou'd have coſt him his Life and his E- 


Nate. 


THESE important Reaſons cou'd not re- 
ftrain him; he wrote to Zoromade, and inform'd 
her what Hazard he was determin'd to run to 
ſee her, and beg'd her to inſtruct him what he 
ſhou'd do to ſpeak with her. Zoromade cou'd 
hardly conſent to his undertaking this dangerous 
Attempt, but at laſt being puſl'd on by the Paſſion 
ſhe had for him, and forc'd to it by the inſup- 
portable Conſtraint in which the Arabian Wo- 
men live, ſhe ſent him Word, That if he found 
Means to get into the Bathing-Houſe, he ſhou'd 
take care to diſtinguiſh the Apartment ſhe us'd, 
in which there was a Cloſet where he might 
conceal himſelf; that ſhe wou'd not bathe, but 
that while her Mother was in the Bath, = 
wou' 
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wou'd talk with him. Alamir was overjoy'd at 
having ſo difficult an Enterpiſe to execute; he 
gain'd the Maſter of the Baths by noble Preſents, 
and learn'd the Day when Zoromade wou'd be 
there; he went in by Night, and was led to the 
Apartment with the Cloſet, and waited there 
for the Morning with all the Impatience of a 
Man truly in Love. 

NEAR the Hour when Zoromade was to 
come, he heard a Noiſe in the Chamber of ſe- 
veral Perſons coming in; and in a little while 
the Noiſe abated, and ſome Body open'd the 
Cloſet- Door. He expected to ſee Zoromade, 
but inſtead of her, he ſaw a ſtrange Woman, 
richly dreſs'd, and whoſe Beauty was in all the 
Flower and Simplicity of Youth. She was as 
ſurpris'd at ſeeing Alamir, as he at ſeeing her. 
He was no leſs qualify'd than ſhe, to create 
Wonder by the Amiableneſs of his Perſon, and 
the Magnificence of his Habits; and it was ſuch 
an extraordinary Thing to ſee a Man in that 
Place, that if he had not made a Sign to her not 
to ſpeak, ſhe had cry'd out, and brought in al! 
the Company in the Chamber upon him. She 
went up to Alamir, who was charm'd with the 
Adventure, and ask'd him, by what Accident he 
came there. It wou'd be too long, he anſwer'd, 
to tell her; but he intreated her not to ſpeak of 

it, nor ruin a Man who valu'd not the Danger 
he was in, ſince it had given him the View of 
the moſt beautiful Perſon in the whole World. 
She bluſh'd with an Air of Innocence and Mo- 
deſty, ſufficient to touch a Heart leſs ſenſible 
than that of Alamir. I ſhou'd be very ſorry, 

anſwer'd ſhe, to do any Thing which may hurt 
you; but you have run a great Riſque by co- 
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ming in here, and I don't know how you will 
_ eſcape. I know it, Madam, ſaid he, but this 
1s not the greateſt Danger with which I am 
threaten'd to-Day. 

AFTER theſe Words, the Senſe of which 
he well preſum'd ſhe underſtood, he beg'd her 
to tell him who ſhe was, and how ſhe happen'd 
to come to that Cloſet. My Name, ſaid ſhe, 
is Elſiberi; I am Daughter of the Governor of 
Lemnos; my Mother has been at Tarſus but two 
Days, and was never herebefore, no more than 
my ſelf. She is now bathing; I choſe not to 
bathe, and came to this Cloſet by chance. But 
I conjure you, added ſhe, to inform me alſo 
who you are. Alamir was pleas'd to meet a 
young Woman who did not know him. He 
told her he was call'd Selemin; (this was the 
Name which firſt occurr'd to his Mind;) as he 
ſpoke, he heard a Noiſe; Eſſiberi went to the 

loſet-Door to keep any one from entering; 
Alamir follow'd her a few Steps, not heeding 
the extreme Hazard he run by it. May not 
one hope, Madam, ſaid he, to ſee you again? 
I can't tell, reply'd ſhe in much Diſturbance, 
but I think it is not impoſſtble. Thus ſaying, 
ſhe went out, and ſhut the Door. 

AL AMIR ſtood charm'd with his Adven- 
ture; he had never ſeen any Thing ſo beautiful 
and enchanting as Elſiberi; he believ'd he 
had not diſpleas'd her; ſhe did not know him to 
be the Prince of Tarſus; in ſhort, there was e- 
very Circumſtance in her, which cou'd move 
him; and he ſtay'd in the Cloſet till Night, 
without reflecting that he came thither to ſec 

Zoromade, ſo full was he of the Idea of Elſiberi. 
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Z ORO MADE was not ſo eaſy; ſhe lov'd 
Alamir entirely, and the Hazard to which ſhe 
knew he was expos'd, and her not being able 
to improve that Opportunity, gave her the high- 
eſt Vexation: For her Mother not being very 
well did not care to bathe, and the Apart- 
ment ſhe generally us'd was given to the Mo- 
ther of E//abers. | 

AT his Return Alamir found a Letter from 
Zoromade, which inform'd him of what I have 
told you, and acquainted him alſo that there 
was a Talk of marrying her; but this ſhe ſaid gave 
her no Apprehenſions, ſince he might hinder the 
Marriage, by diſcovering his Intention con- 
cerning her to her Father. He ſhew'd the Let- 
ter to Malziman, to convince him that all the 
Women were acted only by the Proſpe& of 
marrying him; he related the Adventure at the 
Bath, and magnify'd E//{ber:”s Charms, and ex- 
preſs'd his Joy to think that without knowing 
he was the Prince, ſhe admir'd his Perſon. He 
aſſur'd him he had at laſt met with that which 
deſery'd to engage his Heart, and it ſhou'd now 
be ſeen whether he had not a ſincere Affection 
for Elſiberi. Finally, he reſolv'd to forfake all 
Gallantries, and devote himſelf wholly to her. 
It was almoſt impoſſible for him to ſee her, 
eſpecially ſince he wou'd not make himſelf 
known to be the Prince of Tarſus. The firſt 
thing he thought of therefore, was to conceal 
himfe1f in the Bathing Houſe; but he heard El- 
ſcberi's Mother was ill, and that her Daughter 
did not ſtir from her. 6 

Id the mean time Zoromade's Marriage ad- 
vanc'd, and the Deſpair to ſee herſelf deſerted 
by the Prince, induc'd her to conſent to it. As 
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her Father was very conſiderable, and the Per- 
ſon ſhe eſpous'd was not leſs, it was agreed to 
colebrate the „ * 701 in great Form. Alamir 
underſtood that Elſiberi was to be there. The 
Manner in which a Wedding is perform'd a- 
mong the Arab:ans, gave him no Ground to 
hope he ſhou'd be able to ſee her, the Women 
bong plac'd a-part from the Men both at the 
Moſque and at the Feaft. He reſolv'd how- 
ever to attempt a I hing as dangerous as what 
he had lately hazarded for Zoromade. He feign'd 
himſelf ill upon the Day, in order to excuſe his 
aſſiſting publickly at the Ceremony; and dreſ- 
ſing in Women's Clothes with a large Veil o- 
ver his Head, as they always wear when they go 
abroad, he went to the Moſque with Selemir's 
Aunt. He ſaw Elſiberi come in, and tho? ſhe 
was veil'd, her Shape had ſomething ſo particu- 
lar, and her Habit was ſo different from the Ha- 
bit of Tarſus, that he was confident he was not 
miſtaken. He follow'd her juſt to the Place 
where the Marriage was perform'd, and ſtood 
ſo near Zoromade, that he cou'd not reſiſt the 
ſadden Impulſe of his natural Temper, to diſ- 
cover himſelf, and tell her he had put on that 
Diſguiſe only for the ſake of ſeeing her. The 
Sight of him ſo diſcompos'd Zoromade, that 
ſhe drew back, and turning toward Alamir, 
It is inhuman, ſaid ſhe, to trouble my Peace, by 
an Action which might perſwade me you 
lov'd me, if I did not know the contrary too 
well; but I hope I ſhall not ſuffer the Evils you 
have plung'd me in, long. She cou'd ſay no 
more, and Alamir cou'd not make her an An- 
{wer. The Rites were finiſh'd, and the Wo- 
men withdrew to their Apartment. Ry 
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AL AMIR minded not the Grief of Zoro- 
made; all his Concern was how to ſpeak to El- 
fibers. He kneel'd down by her, and began to 
make his Prayers aloud, after the Cuſtom of the 
Arabians. Amidſt the confus'd Murmurs of a 
Multitude of People who are all ſpeaking at 
once, it is difficult to hear what any one ſays, 
unleſs one is cloſe by. Alamir without turn- 
ing his Head toward Elſiberi, or changing his 
Prayer-tone, call'd to her ſeveral times; ſhe 
turn'd that way, and when he diſcern'd that ſhe 
look'd at him, he let fall a Book, and as he took 
it up, he open'd his Veil a little, and diſcover'd 
to her a Face whoſe Youth and Beauty did not 
ill become the Habit he had on. His Diſguiſe, 
he perceiv'd, did not prevent her knowing him; 
however he ask'd her, whether he was ſo happy 
as to be known; El/ber:, whoſe Veil was nos. 
brought quite over her Face, caſt her Eyes to- 
ward him, and without moving her Head, I 
know you too we!l, ſaid ſhe, but I tremble at 
your Danger. There is nothing to which. I 
wou'd not expoſe my ſelf, anſwer'd he, rather 
than not ſee you. It was not to ſee me, ſaid 
ſhe, that you ventur'd into the Bathing- 
Houſe, and perhaps it is not on my Account 
you are here. It is for you alone, Madam, 
reply'd he, and you ſhall ſee me run the 
ſame Hazard every Day, if you do not afford 
me the Means of ſpeaking with you. To-mor- 
row, faid ſhe, I go to the Caliph's Palace with 
my Mother, do you be there with the Prince; 
my Veil will be open, becauſe it is the firſt 
time of my going. She ſaid no more, leſt ſhe 
ſhou'd be heard by the Women who were near 


her. | 
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AL AMTIR was ſtrangely embarraſs'd at her 
appointing him that Place of Meeting. He 
knew very well, that the firſt time Women of 
Quality are had to the Caliph's Palace, if the 
Caliph, or the Princes his Children, enter the 
Room where they are, they do not let down 
their Veils; but after that, they are veil'd when- 
ever they go thither. Thus was Alamir certain 
of ſeeing Elſiberi; but to ſee her, he mull diſ- 
cover himſelf to be the Prince of Tarſus, which 
was What he cou'd not be willing to do. The 
Pleaſure to be lov'd for his Perſon alone, was 
ſo ſenſible, that he wou'd not quit it; and yet 
it troubled him to loſe an Opportunity of ſee- 
ing Elſiberi, and an Opportunity which ſhe her 
ſelf had given him. The Jealouſy ſhe had in- 
tfmated at finding him in the Bath-Houſe, ſince 
he was not there on her Account, oblig'd him 
alſo to neglect nothing which might "convince 
her of the Truth of his Affection. This Em- 
barraſsment made him ſtand a long time with- 
out anſwering, at laſt he ask'd, if he might not 
write to her. I dare not truſt to any body, 
faid ſhe, but try if you can gain a Slave call'd 
Zabelec. 

AL AMIR was ſatisfy'd with theſe Words; 
the Company left the Temple, and he went to 
change his Habit, and conſider what to do the 
next Day. As difficult as it ſeem'd to hide his 
Quality from E//ber;, and what Trouble ſo- 
ever it gave him, by obliging him to avoid her 
whom he had the greateſt Deſire to ſee ; he re- 
ſoly'd to undertake it, and diſcover whether he 
was really lov'd, without the Recommendation 


of his Birth. Having determin'd in what man- 
ner 
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ner to proceed, he wrote E//iberi the following 
Letter. 


Alamir's LETTER 7o Elſiberi. 


I T had any Merit to plead with you, or you 
had given me any Hope, I ſhou'd not perhaps 
requeſt the Thing I am going to ask of you, th 1 
think I ſhou'd have much more Reaſon to deſire it. 
But, Madam, as you ſcarcely know me, I dare 
not flatter my ſelf with having made any Impreſ- 
fron in your . you are engag d to me neither 
by your Sentiments, nor your Words; and Jo# 
will go To-morrow to a Place, where you will ſee 
a Prince, who never beheld a Beauty which he 
aid not love. What ought I not to fear, Madam, 
from this Interview? I can have no Doubt of Ala- 
mir's loving you, and tho it is fantaſtical, per- 
haps, to be afraid ſo much as I am, your ſee- 
ing the Prince, and of his being happy enough te 
pleaſe you, I cannot forbear intreating you not te 
fee him. Why will you refuſe it me, Madam? 
It is no Favour that I asR you; and it may be, I 
am the only Man who has ever ſu'd for ſuch a 
Thing. I am ſenſible it muſt ſeem very odd to 
you; but it ſeems more ſo 10 my ſelf. Do not 
deny this Kindneſs to a Man who has expos'd even 
his Life, to be able merely to tell yon he loves 
you. 


HAviNG Writ this Letter, he put on a Diſ- 
guiſc in order to go himſelf with ſome in whom 
e confided, to find out the Slave El/ber: 
had mention'd. He watch'd about the Gover- 
nor of Lemos Houſe ſo ſharply, that at laſt he 
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met with an old Slave who andertook to bring 
Zabelec to him. He ſaw him coming at a 
Diſtance, and was ſurpris'd at the fine —_ of 
the Youth, and the Sweetneſs of his Aſpet. 
Alamir had planted himſelf privately in a blind 
Corner of a Portico, and Zabelec made up 
briskly to him, as if he had been one of his Ac- 
quaintance. When he drew near, the Prince, 
without ſhewing himſelf in the Light, began to 
ſpeak to him about Eſſiberi. The Slave hearing 
a Voice he did not know, chang'd Counte- 
nance at once, and having fetch'd a deep Sigh, 
caſt down his Eyes, and food ſilent, in ſo ſor- 
rowful a Poſture, that Alamir cou'd not forbear 
asking him the Reaſon. 1 thought, anſwer'd 
he, I had known the Perſon who ſent for me, 
and did not imagine it was ſomebody who 
wanted to talk to me about Eiberi: But make 
an End; for whatever relates to Elſiberi, 
touches me nearly. Alamir was embarraſs'd at 
the Manner in which the Slave anſwer'd; how- 
ever, he finiſh'd what he was going to ſay, and 
gave him a Letter, diſcovering himſelf to him 
only by the Name of Selemin. The Concern 
and Beauty of the Slave made the Prince BAY 
he was ſome Lover of El/beri, who was diſ- 
uis'd in order to be near her Perſon. The 
Trouble he ſaw him in when he ſpoke of get- 
ting him to deliver a Letter, wou'd not let him 
doubt it; yet he thought if Elſiberi had known 
this Slave was her Lover, ſne wou'd not have 
chofen him to convey to her a Rival's Letter. 
ing it in any View, this Slave appear'd too 
handſome, and had an Air too much 8 his 
| ons 
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Condition, for him to bear his being with E- 
ſiberi without Uneaſineſs. 

HE expected the next Day with Variety of 
reſtlefs Thoughts, and went early to the Apart- 
ment of the, Princeſs his Mother; never had a 
Lover been ſo impatient to ſee his Miſtreſs, as 
Alamir was now defirous not to ſee his, and never 
had a Lover ſo much reaſon to wiſhnot to ſee her. 
If Elſiberi did not come to the Palace, he con- 
cluded it was in Compliance with his Requeſt, 
and that it was a Sign alſo ſhe had receiv'd the 
Letter he had put into Zabelec's Hands; and 
that if the Slave had deliver'd it, he cou'd not 
be a Rival; and her not accompanying her Mo- 
ther, wou'd ſhew he had fix'd a good Intelli- 

ence with her, and had no Rival, and might 

ope ſhe lov'd him. He was full of theſe 
Thoughts, when Word was brought him that 
El ſiberi's Mother was arriv'd, and he had the 
Pleaſure to ſee ſhe was not attended by her 
Davghter. Never was Tranſport equal to his. 
He withdrew, not being willing his Miſtreſs's 
Mother ſhou'd know his Face, and went home 
to wait till the Hour came which he had-ap- 
pointed to ſpeak with Zabelec. 

THE handſome Slave return'd to meet him, 
with the ſame Sadneſs in his Aſpe& as he had 
| ſhewn the Day before, and brought him E//- 

beri's Anſwer. The Prince was charm'd with 
the Letter, which expreſs'd a decent Modeſty 
mingled with much Affection. She aſſur'd him 
ſhe had the Complaiſance for him not to ſee the 
Prince of Tarſus, and cou'd grant him ſuch a 
Favour without any ReluQance; ſhe pray'd him 
alſo to run no Riſque to ſee her, becauſe her Na- 
tural Fearfulneſs, and the Manner in which ſhe 
| Was 
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was guarded, wou'd render any thing he cou'd 
undertake ineffectual. | 
Tro”' Alamir was highly ſatisfy'd with the 
Letter, he cou'd not reconcile himſelf to the 
Beauty and Dejectedneſs of this Slave; he ask'd 
him ſeveral Queſtions concerning what Means 
he ſhou'd employ to ſee E//tber: ; but the Slave 
anſwer'd him very coldly. This increas'd the 
Prince's Suſpicions; and as he found himſelf 
more touch'd with Elſiberi's Beauty, than he 
had ever been with any other, he was afraid of 
falling into the ſame Condition, as that into 
which he had brought all thoſe whom he had 
lov'd, and of being ingag'd with one who had 
an Inclination to another. However, he wrote 
to her every Day, and oblig'd her to inform 
him of the Places whither ſhe went; .and his 
Love made him ſo careful to avoid her in Pub- 
lick where ſhe might know him for the Prince, 
that he was ſtudious to contrive ways of ſeeing 
her in private. He view'd all the Avenues of 
the Houſe where ſhe lodg'd narrowly, and ob- 
ſerv'd that at the Head ofthe Terraſs there was a 
8 of Balcony over a little Street, which was 
ſo narrow that one might hold Diſcourſe at the 
Balcony from a Houſe on the other ſide of the 
way. He eaſily LEO himſelf of that Houſe; 
and wrote to E//theri, conjuring her that ſhe 
wou'd be upon the Terrall at Night, and ac- 
quainting her he ſhou'd be able to talk with her 
there. She came, and Alamir convers'd with her 
without being overheard, and it was not 1o 
dark, but he had thePleaſure to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
Beauties which fo inflam'd his Heart. 
TRE enter'd into a long Converſation a- 
bout their mutual Sentiments for each 0540 
| A 
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Elſiberi deſir'd. him to explain what Occaſion 
had carry'd him to the Bathing-Houſe. He 
confeſs'd the Truth to her, and told her all that 
had paſs'd between Zoromade and himſelf, 
Young Perſons are too much delighted with 
this ſort of Treachery, to fear the Conſequences 
of it for themſelves. Elſiberi had a paſſionate 
Inclination for Alamir, and this Converſation 
took intire Poſſeſſion of her, and they agreed to 
meet again in the ſame Place. Juſt as he was 
going away, he happen'd to turn his Head, and 
was ſtrangely ſurpris'd to ſee in a Corner of the 
Balcony that handſome Slave, who had al- 
ready given him ſo much Diſturbance. 

He cou'd not conceal his Uneaſineſs, and 
reſuming the Diſcourſe, If I expreſs'd a Jealou- 
ſy, ſaid he to E//ber:, the firſt Time I wrote to 
you, ſhall I preſume to ſhew it alſo, Madam, 
the firſt Time I talk with you? Perſons of your 
Quality, I know, have always Slaves about 
them; but I think not of the Age and Air as he 
whom I ſee with you. I own that what I know 
of Zabelec's Perſon and Wit, renders him as for- 
midable to me as if he were the Prince of Tar- 
ſas. Elſiberi ſmil'd at his Words, and callin 
the handſome Slave, Come hither, Zabelec, ſai 
ſhe, and cure Selemin of the Jealouſy you give 
him; for I will not venture to do it without 
your Conſent. I ſhou'd be glad, Madam, an- 
ſwer'd Zabelec, if you cou'd prevail on your 
ſelf to leave him under it. I do not with it for 
my own Intereſt, but for yours, and for Fear of 
thoſe Misfortunes into which, I ſee clearly, you 
are plunging your ſelf. But, Sir, continu'd the 
Slave, addreſſing himſelf to the Prince, taking 
him only for Selemiu, it is not juſt to leave you 
in a Suſpicion of Elfiberi's Virtue. 
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1 am an unhappy Woman, who came into 
her Service by Accident. I am a Chriſtian, a 
Greek, and of a Birth far above the Condition 
in which you ſee me. My Beauty, ſuch as it 
was, of which perhaps there are no Tokens re- 


maining, procur'd me ſeveral Lovers in my 
Youth; but I found in them ſo little Sincerity, 
and ſo much Deceit, that I regarded them with 
Contempt. One more faithleſs than the reſt, 
who yet underſtood to diſſemble better, en- 
gag'd my Love. I broke off, for his Sake, a 
7 5 7 very advantageous for my Fortune; 
my Relations perſecuted us; he was oblig'd to 
withdraw; he marry'd me, and I diſguis'd my 
ſelf in a Man's Habit, and follow'd him. We 
embark'd, and inthe ſame Veſſel was a very hand- 
ſome Woman, whom ſome extraordinary Occa- 
fions oblig'd likewiſe to go to Aa. My Husband 
fell in Love with her; we were attack'd by the A- 
rabians, and taken; they divided the Slaves; and 
it was offer'd my Husband and one of his Rela- 
tions, to be among the Slaves which fell 
to the Share of the Lieutenant of the Ship, or 
of the Captain. The Lot had given me to the 
laſt, and by an Ingratitude without Example, I 
ſaw him chuſe to go with the Lieutenant, for 
the ſake of accompanying the Woman whom 
he lov'd. Neither my Preſence, nor my Tears, 
nor What I had done for him, nor the Condition 
in which he left me, was able to move him. 
You may imagine my Grief: I was brought hi- 
ther; and my good Fortune put me into the 
Hands of EIſiberi's Father. Tho' I had ſeen my 
Husband's Faithleſsneſs, I cou'd not quite lay 
aſide the Hope of his returning, and it was this 
which caus'd thoſe Alterations you obſery'd in 
| — 
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my Countenance, the firſt Day I talk'd with 
you. I was in hope it was he who ſent for 
me; and as groundleſs as my Hope was, I was 
not able to loſe it without Sorrow. I do not 
oppoſe the Inclination E/fiber: has for you, 
knowing by a bitter Experience how vain it is 
to contradict ſach ſort of Sentiments; but I la- 
ment it, and foreſee the ſharp Trouble you will 
occaſion her. She has never had a Paſſion, and 
is going to have for you an Affection as ſin- 
cere and true, as any Man who has ever been 
lov*d, can deſerve. 7 | 

- WHEN Zabelec had done, Eliber: told Ala- 
mir, that her Father and Mother knew her Qua- 
lity, her Sex and her Merit; but for Reaſons 
which ſhe had to keep herſelf unknown, they 
caus'd her to be treated in Appearance, as 2 
Slave. The Prince was ſurpris'd at Zabelec's 
Wit and Virtue; and was overjoy'd to under- 
ſtand his Jealouſy was thus without Foun- 
dation. He perceiv'd alſo ſo many Charms, 
and ſuch Sincerity in the Sentiments of E/{iber:, 
that he was perſuaded ſhe was the only Perſon 
who had lov'd him. She lov'd him with no 
other Defign than to love him, and without 
thinking what wou, d be the End of her Paſſion. 
She did not inform herſelf of his Fortune or his 
Intention ; and put all to hazard to ſee him, and 
blindly did whatever he cou'd wiſh. . To ano- 
ther Perſon the Conduct he deſir'd of her wou'd 
have been a Conſtraint; for as he deſign'd ſhe 
ſhou'd ſtill take him for Seſemin, he was forc'd 
to hinder her being at ſome Publick Feaſts, 
where he was oblig'd to appear as the Prince: 
but ſhe thought nothing difficult to pleaſe 


him, 
EA AL A- 


208 Z AT DE. Part]. 


ALA MIR was happy for a Time in being 
lov'd merely for his own Sake; at laſt it came 
into his Mind that tho' El{ber: had lov'd him 
without knowing he was the Prince of Tarſus, 
ſhe wou'd not ſcruple perhaps to leave him for 
a Man who ſhou'd appear under that Quality. 
He reſolv'd to put her Heart to this Tryal, and 
to make the true Selemin perſonate the Prince, 
and profeſs Love to her, and to ſee with his 

__ own Eyes after what Manner ſhe wou'd treat 
him. He imparted his Intention to Selemin, and 
they concerted the proper Means to execute it. 
Alamir made a Horſe-Race, and told El{{ber;, 
that in order to give her ſome Part of that Di- 
verſion, he wou'd get the Prince to paſs along 
with the whole Troop before her Window; 
that they wou'd both have on the ſame Habit, 
and ride Side by Side, and tho' he was always 
apprehenſive of her ſeeing Alamir, he thought 
himſelf too ſure of her Heart to fear the Prince's 
drawing her Eyes, eſpeciatly when he ſhou'd be 
near enough to ſhare them with him. 

ELSIBERI was perſuaded hereby, that he 
whom ſhe fhou'd ſee with her Lover, was the 

Prince of Tarſus; and the next Day ſeeing the 

real Selemin with Alamir, ſhe made no Queſtion 
of his being the Prince: She diſcern'd al ſo that 
her Lover had abus'd her in repreſenting Alamir 
as ſuch a formidable Man, and thought he was 
not ſo agreeable as he whom ſhe believ'd to be 
his Favourite. She did not forget to tell Ala- 
mir her Opinion; but this was not ſufficient to 
ſatisfy him; and he reſoly'd to try whether this 
ſham Prince wou'd not win her Heart, if he 
ſeem'd to be in Love with her, and propos'd to 
marry her. 4 
| T 
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Ar one of the Feaſts of the Arabiaut, where 
the Prince was not oblig'd to appear in Publick, 
he told Elſiberi that Alamir wou'd diſguiſe him- 
ſelf in order to come into her Company; he 
did ſo litterally, and took Selemin with him. 
They drew near EJ/iberi, and Selemin call'd to 
her twice or thrice. As ſhe was thinking of A- 
lamir, ſhe concluded this was he, and taking a 
Time when no Body minded her, ſhe lifted up 
her Veil, to let him ſee her, and to talk to him; 
but ſhe was ſurpris'd to find at her Elbow the 
Man who, ſhe thought, was the Prince of Tar- 
ſus. Selemin appear'd extremely touch'd with 
her Beauty, and wou'd have ſpoke to her, but 
ſhe wou'd not hear him; and made up cloſe to 
her Mother in great Diſturbance, ſo that Se/e- 
min cou'd not fall in with her again all that 


Day. 

a A T Night Alamir met her at the Terraſs, and 
ſhe told him all that had happen'd with ſo exact 
a I ruth, and ſacha wonderful Fear leſt he ſhou'd 
ſuſpect ſhe had contributed to it, that he ought- 
to have been entirely eaſy. Nevertheleſs he was 
not contented; ke engag'd the old Slave, whom 
he had found very obnoxious to Preſents, to de- 
liver her a Letter from the Prince. When the 
Slave wou'd have put it into her Hand, ſhe re- 
jetted it, and reprimanded him ſeverely. She 

ave Alamir an Account of it, who knew it 

fore, and rejoic'd r in his Deceit. 
To finiſh what he had deſign'd, he brought Sele- 
min to the Terraſs, where he us'd to meet Ei- 
bers, and hid himſelf, ſo that ſhe cou'd not ſee 
him, while he cou'd hear all they ſaid. Ei- 
beri's Surpriſe was incredible, when ſhe ſaw 
upon the Terraſs him whom ſhe believ'd to Þ | 
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the Prince. Her firſt Inclination was to retire, 
but a Suſpicion that her Lover made a Sacrifice 
of her to the Prince, and a Deſire to diſcover it, 
kept her there a few Moments. I will not ſay, 
Madam, cry'd Selemin, whether it is by my 
own Artifice, or the Conſent of him whom you 
expected to find here, that J ſupply the Place 
appointed for him; nor will I ſay whether he is 
ignorant of the Sentiments I have for you, or 
not; you may judge of that by the Probability 
of it, and by the Power which the Quality of 
the Prince is able to give me over him. I ſhall 
only ſay, that by one View alone you have 
done that in me which the longeſt Paſſions have 
not been able to effect. I was always againſt 
entering into any Engagements, and propoſe to 
myſelf no other Happineſs at preſent than that 
of prevailing on you to accept the ſame Dignity 
as I poſſeſs, You are the only Perſon towhom 


1 will offer it. Conſider it, Madam, before 


ou refuſe me; and think that in refufing the 

Tince of Tarſus, you refuſe the only Thin 
which can deliver you from that eternal Capti- 
vity to which you are deſtin'd. _ 

ELSIBE RI did not hear all the imaginary 
Prince ſaid to her; but as ſoon as he gave her 
Ground to believe her Lover had ſacrific'd her 
to' his Ambition, without replying to what he 
had ſaid, I don't know, Sir, cry'd ſhe, what 
Accident brought you hither; but however it 
happen'd, I can converſe with younolonger; and 
I defire you will not take it ill that I leave you. 
At this ſhe quitted the Terraſs immediately, with 
Zabelec, who had attended her, and withdrew 
to her Chamber, not leſs diſturb'd, than Alamir 
was delighted and pleas'd. He ſaw with 0 
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that ſhe deſpis'd the Offer of ſo: exalted a For- 
tune, at the ſame Time as ſhe had Reaſon to 
conclude, he had deceiv'd her; and he cou'd no 
longer doubt ſhe was proof to the Impreſſionsof 
Ambition which he had ſuſpected. On the 
Morrow he attempted again to get a Letter de- 
liver'd to her from the Prince, to ſee whether 
ſhe had not alter'd her Mind, but the old Slave 
who went to give it her, was rebuff'd as ſmart- 
ly as before. 

ELSIBERT paſs'd the Night with inex- 
pteflible Grief; in all Appearance her Lover 
had betray'd her; nobody elſe cou'd have com- 
municated their Intelligence, and the Places of 
their Meeting; yet the Tenderneſs ſhe had for 
him, wou'd not ſuffer her to condemn him 
without a Hearing. She ſaw him the next Day, 
and he knew ſo well how to make her believe he 
had been betray'd by one of his Servants, and 
that the Caliph, at his Son's Defire, had detain'd 
him Part of the Night to prevent his being at the 
Terraſs, that he juſtify'd himſelf compleatly, and 

erſuaded her he was extreamly concern'd at the 

rince's Paſſion, But the beautiful Slave was 
not ſatisfy'd ſo eaſily as E//eber:; her Experience 
of the Deceitfulneſs of Men wou'd not let her 
ive Credit to the Words of the. pretended Se- 
emin. She endeavour'd in vain to ſhew El/ibe- 
7: that he impos'd on her; but a little after, 
Chance furniſh'd her with an Opportunity to ac- 
compliſh it. | Le 
Tx true Selemin was not ſo bufy'd with the 
Prince's Amours, as to have none of his own, 
The Perſon with whom he was in Love, had 
for her Confident a young Female Slave, who 
was violently impafſion d of Zabelze, Who te 
toO 
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took for a Man. She told Zabelec the Intrigue 
of Selemin, and her Miſtreſs, and the Manner 
of their Interviews. Zabelec, who knew Ala- 
mir by no other Name than that of Selemin, in- 
form'd her ſelf by this Slave of all which might 
convince Eſſiberi of her Lover's Unfaithfulneſs, 
and went to acquaint her with it the ſame Mo- 
ment. No Affliction cou'd exceed that of E//;- 
beri; whoſe Griet, as pungent as it was, did not 
carry her into a Rage againſt him who caus'd it. 
Zabelec did all he cou'd, to make her ſee Ala- 
mir no more, and not to liſten to his Juſtificati- 
ons, which wou'd be only ſo many new Delu- 
fions ; and Eſſiberi wou'd willingly have fol- 
low'd her Council, but ſhe was not able. 
 ALAMIR met her the ſame Evening upon 
the Terraſs, and was aſtoniſh'd when Elſiberi 
began their Converſation with a Torrent of 
Tears, and then with ſuch tender Reproaches as 
wou'd have pierc'd even one who did not love 
her, to the Heart. He cou'd not conceive what 
ſhe cou'd accuſe him of, nor to what fantaſtical 
Accident it was owing, that as he had never 
been faithful unleſs to herſelf, fhe was almoſt 
the only Perſon who had tax'd him with Fall- 
hood. He defended himſelf with all the Force 
of Truth; but as much inclin'd as Elſiberi was 
to believe him innocent, ſhe cou'd not truſt his 
Words. He preſs'd her to name the Woman 
with whom ſhe accus'd him of being in Love. 
She did, and related the Circumſtances of their 
Correſpondence at large. Alamir was ſurpris'd 
when he found it was only the Name of Se- 
lemin which made him appear culpable, and 
was exceedingly embarraſs'd after what manner 
to clear himſelf. He cou'd not reſolve * K 
N pot, 
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Spot, and only affirm'd his Innocence with hew 
i hg nite entering into any other Excu- 


ſes. His Perplexity, and ſuch general Expreſ- 
ſions, left E/{ber: fully perſuaded of his Trea- 
chery. | 
I's the mean time the Prince went to report his 
Misfortune to Selemin, and conſult the Meaſures 
with him to vindicate his Innocence. I wou'd 
for your ſake, ſaid Selemiu, break off with the 
| Perſon I love, if it wou'd do you any Service; 
but tho' I ſhou'd forbear to ſee her, beri will 
always believe you was once unfaithful, and will 
accordingly diſtruſt you. If you wou'd cure 
her abſolutely of her Suſpicions, I am of Opi- 
nion, you muſt own to her who you are, and 
who I am. She has lov'd you, and your Qua- 
lity has had no fhare in her Paſſion; ſhe has be- 
liev'd me to be the Prince of Tarſ#s, and has 
deſpis'd me for your Sake: and this, I think, is 
all that you deſir'd. You are in the right, my 
dear Selemin, cry'd the Prince, but I know not 
how to declare my Birth to E{/zber: ; I ſhall loſe 
by it that which has charm'd me, and ſhall ha- 
zard the only real Pleaſure have ever had; and! 
can't tell whether the Paſſion I have for her will 
not entirely vaniſh. Conſider alſo, Sir, reply'd 
Selemiu, that by continuing to paſs under my 
Name, you will loſe E//ber:'s Heart, and in 
loſing that you will certainly loſe all the Plea- 
ſure which your miſtaken Imaginations make 
you idly fear you ſhall not know again. 
. SELEMIN ſpoke with ſo much Strength 
of Argument, that Alamir agreed to declare the 
Truth of the Caſe to E/{ber:. He inform'd her 
of it the ſame Evening; and never did any one 
_ paſs in a Moment from a Conditian fo deplora- 


ble 


— — at — Ty * = 
* 2 
E —ã—̃— . ² —¹ .lt. 2 > man 
_— - 


W_ 


214 Z AT DE. Part II. 


ble to one ſo happy; ſhe perceiv'd the Marks 
of a very ſincere and delicate Paſſion in all 
thoſe Things which had ſeem'd Deceits, 
and had the Pleaſure to demonſtrate ſhe lov'd 
Aamir ſincerely, without knowing he was the 
Prince; in a word, her Heart cou'd ſcarce- 
ly contain her Joy; She ſhew'd it all to 
Alamir ; but he ſuſpected it, and fancy'd the 
Prince of Tarſus had ſome Part in it, and that 
her Gladneſs to find ſhe had him for her Lover, 
was what tranſported her ſo much. However 
he hid it from her, and viſited her conſtantly, 
Zabelec was ſurpris'd to ſee her ſelf miſtaken in 
diſtruſting the Love of Men, and envy'd E!/;- 
beri's good Fortune in meeting with one who 
was faithful. 

SHE had not Reaſon to envy her long. It 
was impoſſible but ſuch extraordinary Things as 
Alamir had done for Elſiberi, ſhou'd give a new 
Vivacity to her Paſſion : The Prince perceiv'd 
it; this Increaſe of Love appear'd fallacious to 
him, and occaſion'd him the ſame Unecaſineſs 
as an Abatement of it wou'd have done. In 
"ſhort, he was ſo perſuaded that the Prince of 
' Tarſus was better lov'd than Alamir had been 
under the Name of Selemin, that his Affection 
degan to cool, tho? he had no new Object to 
divert it. He had been in ſo many Amours, 
and the preſent had at firſt ſomething ſo engag- 
ing in it, as made him regardleſs of all others. 
Eſſiberi inſenſibly put an End to his Love, and 
tho? ſhe endeayour'd to deceive herſelf, ſhe was 
not able to doubt of her Misfortune when ſhe 
underſtood the Prince was going to travel over 
Greece, and heard of his Deſign before he told 
it her. The Diſquiet he met with at Tarſus 
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inſpir'd him with this Reſolution, nor cou'd the 
Intreaties and Tears of Elſiberi prevail on him 
not to execute it. ; 

Tu E beautiful Slave now ſaw that her De- 
ſtiny was not more unhappy than that of E!/- 
beri, and all the Conſolation Elſiberi had was 
to mingle Complaints with her. Zabelec heard 
that her Husband was kill'd, and notwithſtand- 
ing his horrible Falſhood to her, ſhe was heartily 
concern'd. As her Reaſons for concealing her- 
ſelf ceas'd with his Death, ſhe beg'd Z/{ber!'s 
Father to give her the Freedom he had offer'd 
her ſo often. He did, and ſhe reſolv'd to re- 
turn, and paſs the Remainder of her Life-in her 
own Country, withdrawn from all Converſation 

with Men. She had talk'd ſeveral times to Ei- 
Fberi of the Chriſtian Religion; and E//ibers be- 
ing mov'd with what ſhe ſaid, and with Ala- 
mir's Inconſtancy, for which ſhe expected no 
Relief, determin'd to become a Chriſtian and 
follow Zabelec, and live with her in a profound 
Forgetfulneſs of all Earthly Paſſions. Accord- 
Jngly ſhe: went away, giving her Relations no 
other. Notice, than by a Letter which ſhe. left 
behind. | 

AL AMZIR had begun his Travels, and un- 
derſtood by a Letter from Selemin what I have 
told you about El/ber;:., In what Place ſoever 
the is, it would perhaps be a Comfort to her to 
know | how well ſhe is revenged of Alamir's 
Treachery, by the violent Paſſion the Beauty of 
Zayde has given him. Te 

HE arriv'd in Cyprus, and fell in Love with 

that Princeſs, as I told you, after he had been 
wavering for a while between her and me: He 
loy'd her with a Paſſion ſo different from any 


he 
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he experienc'd before, that he was beſide him- 
ſelf. He had always declar'd his Love the ve- 
ry Moment it began, and was never in fear of 
offending by it thoſe whom he addreſs'd; but he 
ſcarcely dar'd to let Zayde even conjecture this 
which he had for her. This Alteration amaz'd 
him; but when theVehemence ofhis Loveforc'd 
him to own it to her, and he perceiv'd her 
Indifterence ſerv'd only to enrage it, and ſaw 
this Treatment made him deſperate, without ex- 
tinguiſhing his Love, and that he had no Pro- 
ſpect it wou'd ever ceaſe, he felt a Sorrow not 
to be deſcrib'd. | 

Love, ſaid he to Mulziman, never had any 
Power over me, farther than I allow'd it; and 
tho? it poſſeſs'd me entirely, it was conſtantly 
attended with Joy in every Inſtance; and now 
by the only Perſon in the World in whom I have 
met with Reſiſtance, it Tyrannizes over me 
with ſo abſolute a Dominion, that I cannotſub- 
due it. I was not able to love thoſe who loy'd 
me; Zayde deſpiſes me, and I adore her. Is it 
her admirable Beauty which produces this ſtrange 
Effect, or is it poſſible that the only Way to 
entangle me was, not to love me? Ah! Zayde, 
will you never put me into a Condition to know 
it is not your Severity which engages my 
Heart? | | 

MUL ZI MA N was ſo ſurpris'd at his Caſe, 
that he was at a Loſs how to anſwer him; he 
endeavour'd to comfort him, and ſoften his In- 
quietude. After Zayde's Father arriv'd, and ſhe 
had ſo ſtrongly declar'd her Reſolution not to 
. marry him, his 2 augmented, and put him 
upon ſeeking after Death with Joy. 
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T His is the Sum, continu'd Felima, of what 
learn d from Mulz:iman: perhaps I have been 
too particular; but you will forgive me, remem- 
bering the Pleaſure which Perfons in Love find 
in ta =_ of thoſe they love, tho' at the fame 
time the Subject may be diſagreeable. Don Ol- 
mond aflur'd her ſhe was ſo far from ſtanding in 
need to excuſe the Length of her Story, that he 
was under great Obligations to her for in- 
forming hirn of Aamir's Adventures; and de- 
firing her to proceed, ſhe thus reſum'd the Diſ- 
courſe. | 
vou may believe that what I knew of the 
Actions and Temper of Alamir gave me no 
Hope, ſince I underſtood the only Way to be 
lov'd by him was not to love him. Yet I did 
not love. him the leſs for it; the Dangers to 
which he expos'd himſelf every Day, troubled 
me exceſſively; I fancy'd every Blow wou'd 
fall upon his Head, and that no body was in 
Hazard but he. I was ſo overwhelm'd, that I 
thought my Miſeries cou'd receive no Addi- 
tion; but Fortune overtook me with a Cala- 
= more terrible than all I had already ſuf- 
er'd, | 
SOME Days after Muaulximan had told me 
Alamir's Adventures, I ſpoke of them to Zayde, 
and reflected ſo deeply on my wretched Deſti- 
ny, that my Face was bath'd in Tears. One cf 
Zayde's Women paſs'd thro' the Room where 
we were, and, unperceiv'd by me, left the Door 
open. I muſt own I am very unhappy, ſaid I 
to Zayde, in being fond of a Man who is in all 
Reſpects ſo unworthy of the Sentiments I have 
for him. As I finiſh'd theſe Words, I heard ſome 
body in the Chamber, and thought it was the 
OL, I. L Woman 
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Woman who went thro'; but how was I ſur- 
pris'd and troubled when I ſaw it was Alamir, 
and that he was ſo near me that I cou'd not 
doubt his pre my laſt Expreſſions! My 
Concern, and the Tears which ran down my 
Checks, depriv*d me of the Means of preventing 
his perceiving that what I had ſaid was true. 
My Spirits fail'd me; I loſt my Speech; I wiſh'd 
to dye, and was in a Diſorder not to be utter'd. 
To compleat my Diſtreſs, the Princeſs Alaſin- 
zha enter'd the Room accompany'd with ſeve- 
ral Ladies, who all went up to Zayde, ſo that 
I was left alone with Alamir. 

Tue Prince look'd on me with an Air which 
. ſhew'd he was afraid to increaſe the Confufion 


in which he ſaw me; I am very ſorry, Madam, 


ſaid he, that I came in at a Time when I believe 
you wou'd have been heard only by Zayde. But, 
ee ſince it has happen'd otherwiſe, ſuffer me 
to ask whether it is poſſible a Man who is hap- 
py enough not to difpleaſe you, can provoke you 
to ſay he is in all reſpects unworthy of the Kind- 
neſs you have for him. I am very ſenſible, there 
is no Man who can deſerve the Italt Degree of 
your Favour, but is there any one who can give 
ou Reaſon to complain of his Sentiments ? Be 
not diſpleas'd, Madam, that I have enter'd into 
ſome Part of your Confidence; you ſhall not 
find me unworthy of it; and as careful as you 
have bcen to conceal what I have now diſco- 
ver'd, I ſhall be highly thankful for a Thing 
which I owe wholly to Chance. 
AL AMIRwov'd haveſpoke long enough, if 
he had waited till I had Strength to interrupt him: 
was 19 beſide myſelf, and fo aſſail'd with the 
Fear of letting him know it was he of whom 


part II. Z A D E. 219 


[ complain'd, and with Grief to have him think 
[ 1ov'd another, that it was impoſſible for me to 
anſwer him. You. will believe, perhaps, that 
having conceal'd my Paſſion from him ſo ſtudi- 
ouſly, and ſeeing him ſo attach'd to Zayde, it 
muſt have been indifferent to me, if he judg'd it 
was any other Man who had gain'd my Heart; 
but it was ſuch a Violence to my Love to cover 
itſelf thus far from the Perſon who caus'd it, 
that I cou'd not bear the cruel Pain of letting 
him ſuppoſe it was kindled by another. Alamir 
imputed all my Embarraſſment to my Uneaſi— 
nels at his imagining I was in Love. ] ſee, 
Madam, reply'd he, that you are much concern'd 
at my being your Confident, but you do me In- 
juſtice. Can any one have more Reſpect for 
you than I have, or be more intereſted to pleaſe 
you ? You have an abſolute Power over the 
beautiful Princeſs, on whommy Deſtiny depends: 
Let me know, Madam, who he is you complain 
of; and if I have as much Influence over him, 
as you have over her I adore, you ſhall ſee 
whether I ſhall not make him underſtand his 
own Happineſs, and render him worthy of your 
Goodneſs. 9 >. 
ALAMIR's Words heighten'd my Trou- 
ble and 'Diſorder; he preſs'd me again to tell 
him of whom I complain'd; but all thoſe Rea- 
lons which made him earneſt to know it, made 
me think him very unworthy to be inform'd. At 
laſt, Zayde, who gueſs'd what a Perplexity I 
was in, came up and interrupted us, nor had I 
the Power to ſay ſo much as a ſingle Word to 
Aamir. I went away without looking at him. 
My Body not being able to ſupport the Agitati- 
[ | | L 2 | tion 
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tion of my Spirit, Ifell ill the ſame Night, and 
my Indiſpoſition laſted a long Time. 

AM os the Number of Perſons of Quality 
who dwelt in the Iſland, it cou'd ſcarcely be 
but ſome one had a Kindneſs for me, and was 
concern'd for my Life. I heard they. inquir'd af- 
ter me carefully; I conſider*dthe little Effect their 
Love had produc'd, and when I thought that if 
Alamir had known my Affection, it wou'd not 
have made a greater Impreſſion upon him, than 
the Paſſion of my Lovers had done upon me, 
I rejoyc'd that he was ignorant of my Senti- 
ments; but at the ſame time I muſt confeſs this 
was a Satisfaction which was reliſh'd only. by 
my. Reaſon, and in which my. Heart. had no 
Share. Tho! I began to be well enough to ad- 
mit Company, I avoided as much as I cou'd all 
Occaſions of ſeeing Alamir; when I ſaw him, I 
perceiv'd he obſerv'd me ſtrictly, to diſcover by 
my Actions who was the Perſon I ſpoke of. 
The more I ſaw. he obſerv'd me, the worſe I 
treated thoſe who lov'd me. Tho? there were 
ſeveral whoſe Quality and Merit I ought not to 
have been aſham'd of, there was not one whom 
my Vanity did not deſpiſe. I cou'd not bear 
that Alamir ſhou'd believe I lov'd without ha- 
ving my Love return'd, for by this I ſhou'd have 
ſeem'd leſs worthy of him. 

IHE Emperor's Troops preſs'd Famaguſta ſo 
hard, that the Arabiaus were univerſally of O- 
pinion they muſt abandon it. Zulema and Oſman 
reſoly'd to put us on board with the Princeſſes 
Abaſintba and Belleuia; Alamir alſo determin'd 
to leave Cyprus, both in order to follow 

Zayde, and to quit a Place where he cou'd 
be no longer ſerviceable. He had till a reſt- 
leſs Curioſity to know who the Perſon wm 


purt II. 2 Af DYE. 221 


he heard me ſpeak of, and When we were juſt 
ready to depart, and he ſaw my Concern did not 
increaſe, Tho' you forſake Cyprus, faid he, 
without ſhewing new Marks of Affliction, it is 
not impoſſible, Madam, but your Departure 
muſt affect you; do me the Favour then to ac- 
quaint me who it is you have at Heart. There js 
not a Man here whom I cannot eaſily engage to 
go to Africk, and you will have the Pleaſure to 
ſee him, without his knowing that you have de- 
ſir'd it. I have not been ſolicitous, anſwer'd I, 
to remove an Opinion which you embrac'd up- 
on Appearances probable enough; but I aſſure you 
notwithſtanding, that thoſe Appearances are de- 
ceitful. I leave no Perſon behind me at Famu- 
guſta whom I regard; nor does this ariſe from 
any Chanpe which has happen'd in my Heart. I 
underſtand you, Madam, reply'd Alamir, he 
who has been ſo happy as to pleaſe you, is not 
here; I ſhou'd in vain look for him among your 
Admirers ; for he left Cyprus undoubtedly be- 
fore I had the Honour to ſee you. It was nei- 
ther before you ſaw me, nor fince you came hi- 
ther, anſwer'd I ſhortly, that any one has been 
happy enough to pleaſe me; and I beg you 
will ſpeak to me no more about a Thing which 
offends me. | 
AL AMTIR obſerving I anſwer'd him in An 

ger, ſaid no more of it, and aſſur'd me he wou'd 
not mention it again; and I was very glad to put 
an End to a Converſation in which I was al- 
ways in Danger of letting that be ſeen which I 
ſo ardently deſir'd to conceal. We embark'd, 
and our Voyage was ſo proſperous at firſt, that 
we had no Reaſon to expect it wou'd end in 4 
Wreck ſo unhappy as A which we ſuffer'd 


3 up- 
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upon theCoaſt of õpain, as I ſhall tell you preſently. 

FE LIMA was going on in her Story, when 
Word came that her Mother was worſe than or- 
dinary. Tho' I have much more to tell you, 
ſaid ſhe to Don Olmond at leaving him, I have 
told you enough to make you fenſible that my 
Life is involv'd in Alamir's, and to engage you 
to keep the Promiſe you have given me. I will 
keep it exactly, Madam, reply'd he, but I deſire 
you will remember alſo that you are to relate to 
me the reſt of your Adyentures. 

THE next Day he went to the King; who 
the Moment he ſaw him, being willing to ſa- 
tisfy the Impatience and Uneaſineſs which ap- 
pear'd in Gonſalvo's Face, took them both into 
his Cloſer, and order'd Don Olmond to ſay if he had 
ſeen Felima, and whether ſhe had told him what 
Intereſt ſhe hadin ſavingAlamir. Don Ol mond, with- 
out ſeeming to enter into the Reaſons of the King's 
Curioſity atter that Prince's Adventures, made 
an exact Recital of all he had learn'd by Felima 
of her Paſſion for Alamir, and of Alamir's for 
Zayde, and of what had befallen them till their 
leaving Cyprur. When he had done, he judg'd 
rightly that his Preſence wou'd be a Conſtraint 
upon the Converſation between the King and 
Gonſalvo, and in order to leave them at Liberty, 
he pretended hewas oblig'd to return to Oropeze. 
As ſoon as he was gone, the King looking 
on his Favourite with an Air which expreſs'd 
the Sentiments he had for him, Do ye think 
now, ſaid he, that Zayde loves Alamir, and that 
it was ſhe who made Felima write? Don't you 
ſee how groundleſs your Fears were? No, Sir, 
anſwer'd Gorſalvo ſorrowfully; all Don Olmond 
has related, does not ſatisfy me that I . 

ea 
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Reaſon to be afraid. Zayde perhaps did not 
love Alamir at firſt, or conceal'd it from Fel;- 
ma, ſeeing the Love ſhe had for him; but whom 
ſhou'd ſhe lament, when ſhe was ſhipwreck'd 
on the Coaſt of Spain, unleſs it was Alamir 
who ſhe believ'd was dead? Whom can TI re- 
ſemble, but this Prince? Felima has mention'd. 
no other in her Story: Zayde has deceiv'd her, 
Sir, or has not own'd to her the Sentiments ſhe 
had for him till ſince ſhe was at Alphonſo's. 
What I have heard does not change my former 
Opinion, and. I am afraid what f have yet to 
hear will confirm it, rather than alter it. 

It was fo late when Gozſalvo left the King, 
that he ought to have gone to Reſt, but his Con- 
cern wou'd not permit him. Felima's Relation 

inflam'd his Curioſity, and left him ſtill in that 
cruel Uncertainty, under which he had been ſo 

long. Toward the Morning an Officer of the 

Army, who was come back. from Oropeze, 

brought him a Letter from Doz Olmend, which 

he open'd, and found as follows; 


Don Olmond's LETTER zo Gonſalvo. 


FEEIMA has kept ber Word, and told me 
L the reſt of her Adventures. It is only ber 
Love of Alamir, which has made her jo anxtous 
for his Life. Zayde does not intereſt herſelf in 
it ; and if anyone has an Intereſt in Zayde, Alamir 
is not the Man of whons he ought to be jealous. 


THESE Lines threw Goxſalvo into a new 
Embarraſsment, and made him think he was 


miſtaken only in We lov'd Alamir, but 
4 


not 
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not in judging that ſhe was in Love. The 
Letter he law her write at Alphonſo's, and 
what he had heard her ſay at Tortoſa con- 
cerning a firſt Inclination, and the Note he had 
now receiv'd from Dos Olmoud, wou'd not ſuf- 
fer him to doubt it; and ſince Zayde's Heart 
was engag'd, he thought he ſhou'd be equally 
unhappy ; however, as he cou'd not conceive the 
Perſon, it gave him ſome Comfort, to learn it 

was not the Prince of Tarſus. 
In the mean time the Moors made Propoſals 
of Peace, which were too advantageous to be 
rejected. Commiſſioners were nam'd on each 
Side to ſettle the Articles, and a Truce was 
1 Gonſalvo had a Share in all the Coun- 
els; yet as deeply employ'd as he was by the 
important Affairs which the King committed to 
his Care, his Mind ran more upon diſcovering 
who was this ſecret Rival whom he had never 
heard mention'd. He waited for Don Olmond 
with the moſt reſtleſs Impatience, and at laſt 
defir'd the King either to ſend for him to the 
Camp, or allow him to go to him at Oropeze. 
Don Garcia, who was curious to hear the Se- 
quel of Zayde's Adventures, was willing to be 
preſent when Don Olmond made his Rehearſal, 
and ſent him Orders to attend him immediately. 
When Gonſalvo ſaw him arrive, and conſidet d 
him as a Man who was got to inform him 
of the true Sentiments of Zayde, he was almoſt 
on the Point of hindering him from ſpeaking, 
ſo much afraid was he of the Certainty of his 
Misfortune, tho? he wifh'd to be reſolv'd. Don 
Olmond, with the ſame Prudence as he had ob- 
ſerv'd before, not appearing to take Notice of 
Conſalvo's Embarraſsment, related by the "_ 
1» 
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Direction, what he had learn'd of Filima in 
their laſt Converſation 


Ned F 0 80 
The Sequel of the HISTORY of 
Felima and Layde. 


„PRINCE Zulema and Oſimin hav- 
i e ing left Cyprus with a Deſign to go 
P/ to Africk, and land at Tunis; Ala- 
ir follow'd them. Their Voyage 


ward Alexandria. Znlema ſeeing they were ve- 
ry near it, had a Mind to go on Shoar to ſee 
Albumaxur, the great J Iu ſo celebrated 
over all Africk, whom he had known long ago. 
The Princeſſes not being us'd to the Fatigues of 
the Sea, were glad to get to Land and repoſe 
themfelves; and the Wind continuing contrary, 
kept them long in Port. 

ONE Day as Zulema was ſhewing Albnma- 
zur ſeveral Rarities he had collected in his 
Travels, Zayde ſpy'din a Caſe a Picture of a 
young Man of extraordinary Beauty, and a very 
agreeable Air. The Habit, which was equal to that 
of the Arabian Princes, made het fancy it was the 
Picture of one of the Caliph's Sons. She ask'd 
her Father, whether ſhe was miſtaken; who 
anſwer'd he did not know whoſe PiQure it 
was; that he had bought it of ſome Soldiers, 
and preſerv'd it for its Beauty. Zayue ſeem'd 
ſurpris'd at the Gracefulneſs of it, and Albuma- 
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2ar obſerving how earneſtly ſhe look'd at it, 
rally'd her, and told her he ſaw clearly that the 
Man who was like that Picture might promiſe 
himſelf to pleaſe her. As the Greeks have a 
wonderful Opinion of Aſtrology, and young 
People are fond of knowing tuture Events, 
Jade beg'd that famous Aſtrologer ſeveral 
Times to tell her ſomething of her Deſtiny; but 
he always refus'd it: The little Time he ſpar'd 
out of his Study, he ſpent with Zulema, and 
ſeem'd to decline ſhewing his extraordinary 
Knowledge. At laſt, finding him one Day in the 
Chamber with her Father, ſhe preſs'd him more 
ſtrongly than uſual, to conſult the Stars about 
her Fortune. It is not neceſſary that I conſult 
them, Madam, ſaid he ſmiling, to aſſure you 
that you are deſtin'd to him whoſe Picture Zu- 
lema has ſhewn you. Few Princes in Afr:ct 
can equal him: You will be happy if you marry 
him; take Care therefore you do not let ano- 
ther engage your Heart. Zayde took theſe Words 

of Albumaxaàr only as reflecting upon the Atten- 
tion with which ſhe had view'd the Picture; 
but Zulema told her with all the Authority of a 
Father, that ſhe ought not to doubt of the Truth 
of the Prediction; that he did not doubt it him- 
ſelf, and by his Conſent ſhe ſhou'd marry no o- 
ther than him for whom that Picture was 
drawn. 

Zayde and Felima cou'd ſcarcely believe Zu- 
lema ſpoke his real Sentiments; but they were 
convinc'd of it, when he told his Daughter, he 
had no farther Thought of eſpouſing her to the 
Prince of Tarſus. Nelli felt no little Joy in 
finding Zayde was not deſtin'd to Alamir; ſhe 


ex- 
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expected a wonderful Pleaſure in telling him 
of it, and flatter'd herſelf that if he had no Hope 
of winning Zayde, he wou'd return to hex. 
She pray'd Zayde to allow her to acquaint Ala- 
mir with Albamazar's Prediction, and Zule- 
ma's Intention. There was no Difficulty in 
getting her Permiſſion; Zayde readily yielded to 
every Thing which might cure him of the Paſſion 
he had for her. 100 
F ELINA ſoupht an Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to him, and w#hout ſhewing how glad ſhe 
was at what ſhe had to tell him, ſhe advis'd him 
to diſingage himſelf from Zayde, ſince ſhe was 
deſtin'd to another, and Zxlema was againſt him. 
She inform'd him then of what had made Zule- 
ma Change his Mind, and ſhew'd him the Picture, 
which was to determine the Fortune of Zayde. 
Alamir ſeem'd overwhelm'd at Felima's Words, 
and being ſurpris'd at the Beauty of the Picture, 
ſtood filent a long Time: At laſt lifting up his 
Eyes, with an Air which teſtify'd his Grief, I 
believe, Madam, ſaid he, that he whom | ſee 
is deſtin'd for Zayde: He is worthy of her by 
his Beauty; but he ſhall never poſſeſs her and 
I will have his Life ſooner than he ſhall pretend 
to take her from me. If you undertake, an- 
ſwer'd Felima, to fight all who may reſemble 
this Picture, you may fight a great many with- 
out meeting with him, whoſe it is. I ſhall not 
be ſo happy, ſaid Alamir, as have a Chance to 
be miſtaken; the Beauty of it is ſo great and fo 
particular, that there are very few who can be 
like it. But, added he, theſe agreeable Features 
may conceal a Temper fo offenſive, and 
Manners ſo oppoſite to thoſe which will' be 
pleaſing to Zayde, that as handſome as this Fi 
| tende 
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tended Rival is, perhaps Zayde may not love 
him: And as much as ſhe and Fortune and Zu- 
lema may be diſpos'd to favour him, if he does 
not touch her Heart, I ſhall not be altogether 
miſerable. I ſhall be leſs deſperate to ſee her in the 
Arms of a Man ſhe does not love, than to ſee her 
love another ſhe can never poſſeſs. In the mean 
Time, Madam, continu'd he, tho' this Picture 
has made an Impreſſion on my Mind, which 
will not be eaſily effac'd, I conjure you to 
leave it with me a little, that I may conſider it 
5 Leiſure, and 2 the Idea of it more 
rongly upon m emory. | 

F EL IMA * ſo bombed to ſee that what 

me had ſaid cou'd not leſſen Alamir's Hopes, 
that ſhe let him take the Picture with him: And 
he reſtor'd it in a few Days, as deſirous as he 
was to keep it from Zayde's Sight for ever. 
_ AFTER ſome Stay in Alexandria, the Wind 
came fair for ſailing. Alamir receiv'd News 
from his Father, which oblig'd him to return to 
Tarſus; but as he believ'd he ſhou'd not have 
Occaſion to tarry there many Days, he told Zu- 
tema he ſhou'd be at Tauis almoſt as ſoon as he. 
Felima was as much concern'd at his going a- 
way, as if he had lov'd her. She had been ac- 
cuſtom'd to all the Sorrows of Love, but was 
a Stranger to that of Abſence; which wounded 
her fo deeply, that fhe perceiv'd it was the 
Pleaſure alone of ſeeing him ſhe lov'd, which 
had given her Strength to ſapport the Misfor- 
tune of not being lov'd again. 

AL AMIR went to Tarſas, and Zalema 
and Oſmin ſail'd in different Ships to Tanis; 
Zayde and Felima did not care to ſeparate, but 
went both on board Zulema's Veſſel. — 
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ſome Days ſailing a terrible Storm aroſe, and 
ſcatter'd all the Ships; that in which Zayde 
was, loſt the MainsMaſt, and Zulema thought 
there was no Hope. As he knew they were 
near Land, he reſoly'd to throw himſelf into 
the Boat; he made his Wife and Daughter and 
Felima get into it, and took with him what was 
of moſt Value; but as he was juſt going to get 
down to it himſelf, a Guſt of Wind broke the 
Rope, which held it to the Ship, and the Boat 
was beat to Pieces by the Waves. Zayde was 
caſt upon the Coaſt of Catalonia half dead; and 
Felima, who was ſupported upon a Plank, was 
driven upon the ſame Shore, after having ſeen 
the Princeſs Alaſintha periſh. When Zayde 
came to her Senſes, ſhe was aſtonifh'd to find 
herſelf among Perſons ſhe did not know, and 
whoſe Language ſhe did not underſtand. 

| T'wo Spaniarde, who liv'd near the Coaſt, 
had found her in a Swoon, and carry'd her 
home ; the Fiſhermen did the ſame by Klas. 
Zayde was overjoy'd to ſee her again, but was 
extreamly grĩiev'd when ſhe acquainted her with 
the Death of the Princeſs her Mother. After 
the had ſhed a Flood of Tears at her Loſs, ſhe 
thought of leaving the Place where the was, 
and made Signs that ſhe deſir'd to go to Tu- 
is, where ſhe hop'd to find Oſmin ant Belle- 


#14. 

As fhe look'd at the pounget of the Spa- 
#iards, who was call'd Theodoric, fhe perceiv'd 
he reſembled the Picture ſhe was ſo fond of. 
This Reſemblance furpris'd her, and made her 
look at him with greater Attention. Sheſearch'd 
along the for the Caſe, in which the 

Picture 
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Picture was, and which ſhe believ'd ſhe had 
taken with her in the Boat. Her Labour was 
in vain, and ſhe was very much fretted that ſhe 
cou'd not find it. In a few Days Theodoric 
ſeem'd to have a Paſſion for her; and tho? ſhe 
cou'd not judge of it by his Words, he had 
ſuch an Air in his Actions, as made her ſu- 
_ it; and this Suſpicion did not diſpleaſe 
er. | | 

SOME time after, ſhe fancy'd ſhe was mi- 
ſtaken ; ſhe ſaw him Melancholic without ha- 
ving given him any Caule for it, and he often 
left her to $0 and muſe by himſelf ; by which 
ſhe imagin'd he had ſome other Love which 
render'd him unhappy. This gave her an Un- 
eaſineſs, which made her as Melancholic as 
Theodoric appear'd to be. Tho' Felima was bu- 
ſy'd enough with Thoughts of her own, ſhe knew 
Love too well not to perceive that which Theo- 
doric had for Zayde, and the Inclination Zayde 
had for him. She often ſpoke to her of it, and 
as unwilling as ſhe was to own it, ſhe cou'd 
not avoid confefling it to Felima. 

IT is true, ſaid ſhe, I have Sentiments for 
Theodoric which I cannot controul ; but, Fe- 
lima, is not he the Perſon Aldumazar tpoke of 
to me; and was not the Picture we had, drawn 
for him? There is no Appearance of it, an- 
ſwer'd Felima; Theodoric's Fortune and Coun- 
try have no Relation to Albamazar's Words. 
Conſider, Madam, you never belicy'd this Pre- 
diction before, and are going to believe it, by 
imagining Theodoric may be he who is deſtin'd 
for you, and judge by that what are the Senti- 
ments you have for him. I never took Albu- 
maxar's Sayings, reply'd Zayde, tor a true Pro- 

phecy 
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phecy 'till now; but ſince I have ſeen Theodo- 
ric, I own they begin to make an Impreſſion 
upon my Mind. There is ſomething extraordi- 
nary, I think, in finding a Man who reſembles 
that Picture, and in feeling one's ſelf have an 
Inclination for him. I am ſurpris'd when I re- 
flect that Albumaxar forbad me to let my Heart 
be engag'd; he ſeems to have foreſeen the Sen- 
timents I have for Theodoric; and his Perſon 
pleaſes me ſo much, that if I am deſtin'd for 
another who is like him, that which ought to 
be the Happineſs will be the Misfortune of my 
Life. My Inclination is deceiv'd by this Re- 
ſemblance, which difpoſes me to him who is 
not to poſſeſs me, and perhaps thereby prevents 
me in ſuch a manner, that I ſhall not be able 
to love him whom I ought to love. There 
is no way, continu'd ſhe, to avoid all theſe 
Misfortunes, but to leave a Place where I am 
in ſo much Danger, and where Decency itſelf 
does not allow us to remain. We have it not 
in our Power to leave it, anſwer'd Felima, we 
are in a ſtrange Country, where our Language 

is not underſtood. We mult wait for Shipping, 
and remember, that as concern'd as you are to 
leave Theodoric, you will not eaſily efface the 
Impreſſion he has made in your Heart. I ſee in 
you the ſame Things which I felt when I began 
to love Alamir, and I wiſh to Heaven I had 
ſeen the ſame Things in him, as you ſee in Theo- 
doric. You are miſtaken, ſaid Zayde, in fancy- 
ing he has an Inclination for me: he has one 
undoubtedly for another, and the Sadneſs I ſee 
him in, proceeds from a Paſſion of which I am 
not the Cauſe. Yet I have this Comfort in 'my 
Unhappineſs, that the Impoſſibility of talking 


with 
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with him, keeps me from the Weakneſs of tel- 
ling him I love him. | 

A few Days after this Converſation, Zayde 
faw Theodoric at a Diſtance, looking very at- 
tentively upon ſomething he had in his Hands. 
Jealouſy made her imagine it was a Picture. 
She reſolv'd to know, and 'd him as 
filently as poſſible; this cou'd not be done ſo 
quietly, but he heard a Noiſe, and looking be- 
hind him, conceal'd that which was in his Hand, 
ſo that ſhe only ſaw ſome Jewels glitter. She 
made no doubt that it was a Picture-Caſe, and 
tho? ſhe had ſuſpected it before, the Certainty 
ſhe believ'd there was of it now, ſo troubled 
her, that ſhe cou'd not hide her Grief, nor look 
at Theodoric. She was pierc'd to the Heart at 
having ſo ſtrong an Inclination for a Man who 
was ſighing after another. By Chance, Theous- 
ric dropp'd the Thing he had convey'd out of 
Sight, and ſhe ſaw it was a Buckle of Diamonds 
which was faften'd to a Bracelet of her Hair, 
which ſhe had loſt fome Days ago. Her Joy 
at being miſtaken, wou'd not fuffer her to ſhew 
any Anger; ſhe took the Bracelet, and gave 
Theodoric back the Jewels, who immediately 
threw them into the Sea, to let her nnderſtand, 
that he deſpis'd them when they were divided 
from her Hair. This Action convinc'd Zayde 
of the Love and Magnificence of the Spaniard, 
and had no little Effect upon her Heart. 

AFTERWARDS, he inform'd her by means 
of a Picture, where he had caus'd a beautiful 
Woman to be drawn weeping over a dead 
Man, that he believ'd her Neglect of him pro- 
ceeded from the Affection ſhe had for another 
Man whom ſhe lamented. This was a E * 

rie 
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Grief to Zayde, to ſee that Theodoric thought 
ſhe lov'd another; ſhe in a manner doubted of 
his Love no longer, and lov'd him with a Ten- 
derneſs which the did not endeavour to over- 
come. | 
THE Time for her Departure drew near; and 
being at a Loſs how to leave him without letting 
him know that ſhe ley'd him, fhe told Felrma 
ſhe was reſolv'd to put her whole Mind into 
Writing, and not to give him the Paper till the 
Moment when fhe embark'd. I will not ap- 
priſe him, added fhe, of the Inclination I have 
for him, *till lam certain not to ſee him again. It 
will be a Conſolation to me, that he will know 
I thought only of him, when he imagin'd I was 
only calling another to Mind. There will be 
an infinite Pleaſure in explaining to him all my 
Actions, and in telling him without Reſerve 
- dead I _ lov'd him. I ſhalt cor ang 
leaſure without being wanting to my Duty: 
He does not know who I am | Ts will fee Ke 
no more; and what ſignifies his knowing he 
has touch'd the Heart of the Stranger whom he 
ſav'd from Shipwreck? You have forgot, {aid 
Felima, that Theodoric does not underſtand your 
ry, ſo that what you write will be uſe- 
lefs to him. Ah! Madam, reply'd Zayae, if 
he has a Paſſion for me, he will find means 
at laſt to interpret what I write; if he has not, 
I ſhall have the Comfort that he does not know / 
I love him. I am reſolv'd alſo to leave him 
with the Letter the Bracelet of my Hair, which 
I took from him ſo cruelly, and which he de- 
ſerves but too well. 5 
TE next Day Zayde began to write what 
the deſign'd to impart to Theodoric « He ſurpris'd 
| her 


** 


her as ſhe was Writing, and ſhe perceiv'd the 

Letter gave him Jealouſy. If ſhe had follow'd 

the Motions of her Heart, ſhe had immediately 

made him ſenſible that ſhe was writing only to 

himſelf; but her Prudence, and the little Know- 

| ledge ſhe had of his Quality and Fortune, ob- 
lig'd her not to do any Thing which he might 
conſtrue as an Engagement, and to conceal 
from him that which ſhe wiſh'd him to know 
when he ſhou'd ſee her no more. 

A little before ſhe was to depart, Theodor ec 
left her, and gave her to underſtand he wou'd 
come back again the next Day. The Day follow- 
ing ſhe went to take a Walk with Felima upon 
the Sea-Shoar, not without being impatient 
for Theodoric's Return. This Impatience made 
her more thoughtful than ordinary, ſo that ſee- 
ing a Sloop approach the Shoar, inſtead of being 
curious to know who were in it, ſhe turn'd her 
Steps another way, but was much ſurpris'd 
when ſhe heard herſelf call'd, and knew it was 
the Voice of the Prince her Father. She ran 
towards him with a great deal of Joy; and he 

was as much tranſported in meeting her. At- 
ter ſhe had inform'd him how ſhe had eſcap'd 
the Wreck, he told her in few Words that 
his Ship was ſtranded on the Coaſt of Fance, 
from whence he had not been able to get a- 
way 'till within a few Days, and that he was 
come to Tarragona to wait for the Ships that 
were to Sail for Africk. In the mean time he 
had determin'd to trayerſe the Coaſt where Ala- 
ſiutha, Felima and ſhe had been ſhipwreck'd, to 
ſee if by Chance ſome one of them might not 
have been ſav'd. At the Name of Alaſint ha, 
Zayde cou'd not forbear crying; her 1 ave 

; Zulema 


Parti. KEN. 235 


Zulema to underſtand the Loſs he had ſuſtain'd ; 
and after having employ'd ſome Time in be- 
wailing it, he commanded theſe young Princeſ- 
ſes to go on board his Sloop in order to go with 
him to Tarragona. Zayde was very much em- 
barraſs'd how to perſuade her Father not to take 
her away that Moment; ſhe told him the Obli- 
gations ſhe had to theSpaniardswho had entettain'd 
her in their Houſe, in order to get him to conſent 
that ſne might firſt bid them adieu; but whatever 
Reaſons ſhe was able to uſe, he thought it was 
not proper to venture her in the Power of the 
Spaniards again, and made her go on board in 
{ſpite of all her Reſiſtance. She was ſo touch'd 
with the Opinion Theodoric wou'd have of her 
as in leaving him, or to ſpeak more 
juſtly, ſhe was ſo touch'd with leaving him 
without Hope of ſeeing her again, that not being 
able to command her Grief, ſhe was forc'd to 
fay ſhe was ill. The only Comfort ſhe had in 
her Affliction was, to ſee her Father had ſav'd 
from the Wreck the Picture ſhe had ſo much 
tancy'd, and which prov'd to be that of her Lo- 
ver. But this Conſolation was not ſtrong e- 
nough to enable her to bear Theodoric's Abſence; 
ſne cau'd not ſupport it, and fell dangerouſly ill, 
and Zulema was in fear a long Time of ſeein 

his lovely Daughter dye in the early Bloom o 

her Youth and Beauty. At length her Lite was 
out of Hazard; | but ſhe was too weak to bear 
yet a while the Fatigue of the Sea. She apply'd 
her ſelf wholly to learn the Span; Tongue, 
and as ſhe had Interpreters, an ſaw none but 
Spaatards, ſhe eaſily learn'd it during the Win- 
ter ſhe ſtay'd in Catalonia. She wou'd needs 
have Felima underſtand it alſo, and took Pleaſure 
in ſpeaking no other Language. IN 
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I the mean time the large Veſſals fail'd from 
Tarragona for Africk; and tho Zulema was ig- 
norant of what had befallen Ohnm, when the 
Tempeſt ſeparated them, he had wrote to inform 
him of his Wreck, and other Reafons which 
detain'd him in Caralonia. The Ships were re- 
turn'd from Africk before Zayde had recover'd 
her Health. Oſim ſent Word to the Prince, 
bis Brother, that he was happily arriv'd at home, 
and found the Caliph was ſtill in the Deſign of 
keeping them at a Diſtance, and that Abderame, 
King of Cordova, having ſent to him for Generals, 
ON themtogoto Spam, and had diſ- 
patch'd Orders to the King accordingly. Zule- 
ma readily judg'd it wou'd be dangerous not to 
obey the Caliph; he reſolv'd to take a Brigantine 
to ſail directly to Valentia and join the King, 
and as ſoon as the Princeſs his Daughter was 
better, he convey'd her to Tortoſa. He ſtay'd 
there ſeveral Days to give her ſome Repoſe, but 
ſhe was far from finding it. While ſhe lay ill, 
and ſince ſhe began to mend, a Deſire to let 
Theodoric hear of her, and the Difficulty of do- 
ing it, had kept her very uneaſy. She cou'd not 
forgive her ſelf, that the Day ſhe came away ſhe 
had the Letter ſhe writ for him about her, and 
Had not left it in a Place where it might have 
happen'd to fall into his Hands. The Evening 
of her Departure from Torzoſa, ſhe cou'd not 
reſiſt her Impatience to ſend it him; ſhe truſted 
it to one of Zalema's Squires, and made him ap- 
prehend the Place were Theodoric dwelt, by na- 
ming the Port which was near it. She enjoin'd 
him not to tell who had given him the Letter, 
and to take Care that No-body follow'd him; 
and that he was not diſcover'd. Tho? ſhe had 

| | no 
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no Hope of ſeeing Theodoric, ſhe felt a freſh 
Grief in leaying the Country where he liv'd, and 
ſpent Part of the Night in the fine Gardens of 
the Houſe where ſhe lodg'd, in lamenting her- 
ſelf with Felima. The next Day as ſhe was ready 
to embark, the Meſſenger, who had ſet out be- 
fore Break of Day, came back, and told her he 
had been at the Place ſhe deſcrib'd, and heard 
Theodoric went thence the Day before, and 
wou'd not return. Zayde was ſadly affected 
with this unhappy Accident, which depriv'd her 
of the only Conſolation ſhe had ſought after, 
and her Lover of the only Favour ſhe had ever 
done him. She went on board with the utmoſt 
Sorrow, and arriv'd at Cordova in a few Days. 
Oſmin and Belenia waited for her there, and the 
Prince of Tarſus was there alſo; he had heard 
ſhe was in Spain, and made uſe of the Pretence 
of the War to go in Search of her. Felima up- 
on the Sight of Alamir, did not find that Ab- 
ſence had extinguiſh'd her Paſſion; Alamir per- 
ceiv'd his was increas'd by the Severities of 
Zayde, and Zayde perceiv'd her Averſion for 
him was doubled. 

THe King of Cordova put into Zulema's 
Hands the General Command of his Troops, 
with the Government of Talavera,_ and that of 
Oropeze he gave to Oſmin. Not long after, both 
thoſe Princes had an Occaſion of Complaint a- 
gainſt Abderame, and not being willing to let 
their Reſentments appear, they retir'd to their 
Governments under Colour of viewing the For- 
tifications. Alamir follow'd Zulema in order to 
be near Zayde, but the War ſoon call'd him 
back to Abderame. I ſet out at the ſame time 
to look after Gonſalvo; I was taken Priſoner 


by 
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by the Arabians, and was carry'd to Talavera. 

elenia and Felima went to Oropeze, and 
Zayde refus'd to leave the Prince her Fa- 
ther. | | * 
AFTER Gonſalvo had taken Talavera, and 
while the laſt Truce was propos'd, Alamir in- 
form'd Zulema he deſign'd to improve the Op- 
portunity of the I'ruce to make him a Viſit, and 
that he wou'd take Oropeze in his Way. Zayde 
hearing this from her Father, wrote Felima 
Word ſhe had found Theodoric, and wou'd by 
no means have him think it was the Prince of 
Tarſus, whom he ſuſpected ſhe lamented at Al- 
phonſo's, and therefore ſhe deſir'd the wou'd 
from her forbid that Prince to come to Tala- 
vera. 

FE LIMA had no ReluQtance to deliver this 
Injunction to Alamir. T he next Day after the 
Truce, Belenia, who was indiſpos'd, was wil- 
ling to uſe the Liberty then allow'd her of go- 
ing out of the Town, and went to take the Air 
iu a large Wood not far off. As ſhe was walking 
there with min and Felima, they met the 
Prince of Tarſus, and were over-joy'd to ſee 
him, and having talk'd together a long time, 
Felima found Means to ipeak with him a- 
part. 

IJ am very ſorry, ſaid ſhe, TI am to acquaint 
you with a Thing which will prevent the Jour- 
ney you intended; but Zayde deſires you will 
not go to Talavera, and deſires it in ſuch a Man- 
ner as amounts to a Command. By what an 
Exceſs of Cruelty, cry'd Alamir, wou'd Zayde 
take from me the only Joy her Severity had left 
me, which is to ſee her? I believe, ſaid Felima, 
ſhe is willing to put an End to the Paſſion you 


expreſs 


* 
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expreſs for her. You know her Averfion to 
marry a Man of your Religion, and that ſhe has 
Ground alſo to believe ſhe is not deſtin'd for 
you, and that Zulema has alter'd his Mind. All 
theſe Obſtacles, reply'd Alamir, will not alter 
mine, no more than the Continuance of Zayde's 
Unkindneſs; and notwithſtanding a Deſtiny, 
and the Manner in which ſhe treats me, I will 
never abandon the. Hope of being lov'd by her. 
Felima was more than ordinarily mov'd at the 
Obſtinacy of Alamir's Paſſion, and argu'd with 
him againft it for a long time upon the Reaſons 
he had to ſuppreſs it; but ſeeing all ſhe offer'd 
was ineffectual, ſhe fell into a Rage, and cou'd 
not at the firſt Heat command herſelf. - If the 
Decrees of Heaven, and Zayde's Severities, ſaid 
fhe, do not make you ceaſe to hope, I know 
not what will. This, anſwer'd the Prince, to 
ſee that another had touch'd her Heart. Then 
you will hope no longer, return'd Felima; there 
is a Man who has the Happineſs to pleaſe Zayde, 
and who loves her vehemently. ho is this 
fortunate Man, cry'd Alamir? A Spaniard, an- 
wer'd ſhe, who reſembles the Picture you have 
ſeen; he is not probably the Perſon it was 
drawn for, and whom Albamazar mention'd ; 
but as you are afraid only of one who is able to 
pleaſe Zayde, and not of one who is to marry 
her, it is ſufficient to tell you, that Zayde loves 
him, and that it is her Fear to give him Jealou- 
ſy, which makes lier refuſe to ſee you. What 
you ſay, reply'd Alamir, is impoflible; Zayde's 
Heart is not ſo eaſily touch'd. If any one had 
really touch'd it, you wow'd not have told me; 
Zayde wou'd have engag'd you to Secreſy, and 
you have no Reaſons which cou'd have oblig'd 


you 
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you to reveal it to me. I have too many, ſaid Fe- 


was going to proceed, but recollected herſelf in 
an Inſtant: She reflected with Amazement on 
all ſhe had ſaid; ſhe was troubled ; and was ſen- 
ſible of it, and this increas'd her Confuſion ; ſhe 
ſtood ſpeechleſs for a while, and like one di- 
ſtrated; at laſt ſhe caſt her Eyes upon Alamir, 
and fancying ſhe perceiv'd by his he had diſco- 
ver*d Part of the Truth, ſhe exerted all her Pow- 
er, 1 on a Countenance which ſhew'd 
more Tranquility than ſhe had within, You 
are right, ſaid ſhe, to believe that if Zayde lov'd 
any one, I wou'd not tell it you; I only meant 
to frighten you. It is true we have met with a 
Spaniard, Who is in Love with Zayde, and is 
like the Picture, and you have convinc'd me it 
was a Fault in me to let you know it, and I am 
. fretted leſt Zayde ſhow'd take it a- 
miſs. 

There was ſomething ſo natural in what Fe- 
lima ſaid, that ſhe imagin'd her Words had in 
ſome meaſure produc'd the Effect ſhe wiſh'd ; 
yet her Embatrraſsment had been ſo great, and 
what ſhe had ſaid was ſo remarkable, that there 
was nothing but the Trouble ſhe ſaw Alamir 


found out her Sentiments. Oſimin came up this 
Moment and broke off their Converſation; and 
Felima not being able to reſtrain her Sighs and 
Tears, went into the Wood to hide her Sor- 
row, and relicve her ſelf by relating it to one in 
whom ſhc had an entire Confidence. The Prin- 
ceſs her Mother ſent to her to return; ſhe did 
not dare to lift her Eyes upon Alamir, left ſhe 
ſhoy'd ſee in him too great a Grief at what 0 
| ä "ol 


lima, hurry'd away by her Paſfion, and you---- She 


was in, to encourage her to hope he had not 
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told him of Zayde, and too much 3 
of what ſhe had mention'd about her ſelf: She 
obſerv'd however he took the Road to the Camp, 
and it was ſome Joy to her to think he did not 
go to viſit Zayde. 

HERE the King cou'd not forbear interrupt- 
ing Oon Olmond. I no longer wonder, ſaid he 

to Gonſalvo, at the Sadneſs you found Alamir 
in, when you meet him after he had parted from 
Felima. It was ſhe with whom the Horſemen 
ſaw him talking in the Wood; what ſhe had 
ſaid to him, made him know you, and now I 
underſtand his Words to you at drawing his 
Sword, which you thought ſo obſcure, and which 
gave me ſo much Curioſity. Gonſalvo anſwer'd 
the King only with his Eyes, and Don Olmond 
thus purſu'd his Diſcourſe. 

IT is eaſy to judge in what a Condition Feli- 
ma paſs d the Night, and with what Variety of 
Sorrow her Heart was divided. She conſider'd 
ſhe had betray'd Zayde, and was afraid ſhe had 
thrown Alamir into Deſpair, and in ſpite of her 
Jealouſy ſhe was griev'd ſhe had made him ſo 
miſerable. She wiſh'd, notwithſtanding, to 
have him know Zayde's Inclination was plac'd, 
on another, and fear'd ſne had too well remoy'd 


the Opinion ſhe had firſt : 
I 


iven him of it; and 
above all ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe had diſcover'd 
her own Paſſion for him. The next Day a new 


Diſtreſs effac'd all the former; ſhe heard of 
Alami®s Duel with Gonſalvo, and was over- 
whelm'd with fear of loſing him. She ſent 
every Day to the Caſtle where he was, to en- 
pe after him; and when ſhe began to have 

me Hope of his Recovery, ſhe underſtood the 
King had appointed 1 * Execution, in Revenge of 
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the Death of the Prince of Galicia. You have 
ſeen the Letter ſhe wrote me ſome Days ago, to 
get me to try to ſave him; I have inform'd her 
of what Gonſalvo did at her Requeſt; and have 
nothing more to add, but that I never ſaw in 
the ſame Perſon ſo much Love, fo much Senſe, 
and ſo much Sorrow. 
 DONOL MOUND here finiſh'd his Story, 
and whileitlaſted, Gonſalvs felt that which cannot 
be expreſs'd. To underſtand that Zayde loy'd 
him, and to find Marks of Tenderneſs in every 
Thing which he had conſtru'd as a Token of 
Indifference, was ſuch an Exceſs of Happineſs 
as put him beſide himſelf, and made him taſte in 
one Moment all the Pleaſures which other Lo- 
vers enjoy by Interruption and at ſeveral Times. 
THe King was going to tell Don Olmond 
that Conſalvo was Theodoric, when Word was 
brought thatthe Deputies who treated the Peace, 
deſir d Audience. He left the two Friends to- 
gether, and Don Olmond began, I might com- 
plain with Juſtice, that I owe the Knowledge of 
SEOOS only to my felf; ſince our Friendſhip 
made me capable of hoping I might have known 
him by you. I wonder you cou'd think it was 
poſſible to conceal him, while you ſhew*d ſuch 
an * Curioſity about every Thing relating to 
Zayde. I perceiv'd you lov'd her the firſt Day 
you ſpoke to me about her, and was aſtoniſh'd 
that the firſt View, as 1 thought it, had produc'd 
in you a Paſſion which ſeem'd ſo violent. What 
I learn'd from Felima, convinc'd me that the 
Man ſhe deſcrib'd for Theodoric, cou'd be no 
Other than Goxſalvo, All the Revenge I hada 
Mind to take on you for keeping this Secret 
rom me, was Only to write W 
a ent 
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ſent you, in order to ruffle you ; my Vengeance 
is ſatisfy'd, and the Plealure I have given you 
by my Story, makes me torget all that had of- 
fended me. But I wou'd not have you fuller 
of Joy than you ought to be, and mult acquaint 
you that unlels the laſt Sight of you has pro- 
duc'd a great Alteration in Zayde's Mind, ſhe is 
reſolv'd to reſiſt the Inclination ſhe has for you, 
and comply with her Father's Will. | 
GONSALL 0 was tranſported with too 
lively a Joy, to admit of Fear; and what Don 
Olmond ſaid cou'd not ſtartle him: After he had 
aſſur d him that it was Shame alone which made 
him conceal his Amour from him, he withdrew 
to reffect upon all he had heard, and compare it 
with the Actions of Zayde. He was no longer 
at a Loſs to comprehend what he had heard her 
fay at Tortoſa about the Oddneſs of her Deſtiny, 
and ſaw he ought in Reaſon to be ſatisfy'd with 
her having wiſh'd it were poſſible for him to be 
the Perſon he reſembled. | 
TAE Certainty of being lov'd, inſpir'd him 
with ſo earneſt a Deſire to ſee Zayde, that he 
.beg'd the King wou'd give him Leave to go to 
Talavera. Don Gracia pladly aſſented, and 
Gonſalvo ſet forward, in Expectation of having 
from the beautiful Eyes of Zayde a Confirmati- 
on of all he had heard from Don Olmond. When 
he arriv'd, he underſtood that Zamela was ill; 
Zayde met him at the Entrance of the Apart- 
ment of the Prince her Father, and acquainted 
him how concern'd he was at not being in a 
Condition to ſee him. Goxſalvo was ſo ſur- 
pris'd and entranc'd at her Charms, that he 
ſtood ſtill, and cou'd not forbear ſhewing his 
Aſtoniſhment. She obſery'd it, and bluſh'd, and 
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was in a modeſt Confuſion which brighten'd all 
her Graces. He led her home, and ſpoke to 
her of his Love with leſs Fear than in their firſt 
Converſation ; but as he perceiv'd ſhe anſwer'd 
him with a Prudence and Reſerve which wou'd 
have conceal'd the Sentiments of her Soul, if 
he had not learn'd them by Dox Olmoud, he re- 
ſolv'd to let her know he was partly appris'd of 
them. 

W1LL you never explain to me, Madam, 
ſaid he, the Reaſon which made you wiſh I 
cou'd be the Perſon I reſemble? Don't you know, 
anſwer'd fhe, it is a Secret not in my Power to 
tell you? Is it poſſible, reply'd Gonſalvo, look- 
ing upon her, that the Paſſion I have for you, 
and the Obſtacles which you are ſenſible with- 
ftand my Happineſs, do not make you pity me 
enough to let me ſee you are deſirous at leaſt 
that my Deſtiny were fortunate? It is only a 
mere Wiſh for my Repoſe which you conceal 
from me, Ah! Madam, is this too much fora 
Man who has ador'd you from the firſt Mo- 
ment he ſaw you, to prefer him even by Wiſhes 
alone to ſome African whom you never ſaw ? . 

Z ATE was ſo ſurpris'd at Goſalvo's Diſ- 
courſe that ſhe cou'd not anſwer. Do not be 
amaz'd, Madam, ſaid he, fearing ſhe ſhou'd ac- 
cuſe Felima of diſcovering her Sentiments, be 
not amaz'd, that I have happen'd to know what 
1 have told you: I overheard you in the Gar- 
den the Evening before you left Tortoſa, and 
"underſtood from your ſelf that which you have 
the Cruelty to conceal. How, Goxſalvo! cry'd 
Zayde, did you overhear me in the Garden at 
Tortoſa? You were near me then, and never 
poke to me. Ah! Madam, anſwer'd Gonſal- 
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vo, throwing himſelf on his Knees,. what a Joy 
do you give me by this Reproach! and what a 
Charm is it to me to ſee you forget my having 
overheard you, to call to mind that I did not 
ſpeak to you! Do not repent, Madam, added 
he, ſeeing how ſhe was troubled at having let 
the Sentiments of her Heart appear, do not re- 
pent of having given me ſome Joy, and ſuffer 
me to believe that I am not altogether indifferent 
to you. But to juſtify my ſelf from the Re- 
proach you have caſt on me, I ruſt acquaint 
you, that I overheard you at Tortoſa without 
knowing it was you, and my Imagination was 
ſo full of being ſeparated from you by whole 
Seas, that tho“ I heard your Voice, as it was 
Night and I did not ſee you, and you ſpoke the 
Spauiſo Tongue, I never ſuſpected I was fo 
near you. I ſaw you the next Day in a Barge; 
but tho* I ſaw you, and knew you, I was not in 
2 Condition to ſpeak to you, for they whom the 
King had ſent to ſearch after me, had me in their 
Power. Since you overheard me, anſwer'd Zayde, 
it will be in vain to go to give my Words ano- 
ther Turn, but I beg you wou'd ask no more, 
and that you will allow me to leave you; for I 
own that the Shame of what you heard without 
my Knowledge, and of what I have told you 
without deſigning it, puts me into ſuch a Con- 
fuſion, that if I have any Intereſt in you, I con- 
jure you to retire. Gonſaluo was ſo pleas'd with 
what had paſs'd, that he wou'd not preſs her to 
make a more open Declaration of her Thoughts. 
He left her as ſhe deſir'd, and return'd to the 
Camp full of the Hope of inducing her very 
ſoon to change the Reſolution ſhe had taken. 
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DON GARCTA's Forces, and the Valour 
of Gorſalvo were become ſo formidable, that 
the Moors agreed to all the Articles of Peace, 
as readily as the King cou'd wiſh. The Treaty 
was fign'd on either Side; and as ſome remote 
Places were to be given up, it was reſolv'd that 
Don Garcia ſhou'd keep all the Priſoners who 
were in his Hands, for his Security, till the 
whole was executed. The King in the mean 
time choſe to viſit the Places he had con- 
quer'd, and went to Almaras, which had been 
yielded to him by the Moors, TheQueen, who 
Joy'd her Husband paſſionately, had hardly ever 
left him fince the War began; during the Siege 
of Talavera, ſhe abode at a ſmall Diſtance, and 
was detain'd there by a light Indiſpoſition ; but 
as ſhe was to meet him very ſoon, Gonſalvo, 
who was impatient to ſee Zayde, begg'd the 
King to order the Queen to go to Talavera, 
under Pretence of viewing the new Conqueſt, 
and to take with her all the Arabian Ladies 
who were Priſoners. The Queen knew how 
much her Brother intereſted himſelf in Zayde, and 
was very willing, by ſerving him in that Paſſion, 
to make him amends for the Diſappointment 
fhe hadoccaſion'd him with Nzgza Bella. She 
went to Talavera, and the Ladies were all very 
well pleas'd to ſpend the Time they were to (tay 
in Spain, with her. Zulema, who was Priſoner 
at Talavera; cou'd hardly agree to Zayde's leav- 
ing him, and the Rank he always held, gave 
him great Uneaſineſs to ſee the Princeſs his 
Daughter oblig'd to follow the Queen, like the 
other Women. However he conſented, and 
Gonſal vo had the Joy to know he ſhou'd ſhortly 
behold that exquiſite Beauty which had = 7 

am 


flam'd his Heart. The Day the Queen arriv'd, 
the King went out two Leagues to meet her; 
he found her on Horſeback with all the Ladies- 
of her Train. As ſoon as ſhe was come near 
enough, ſhe preſented Zayde to him, whoſe 
Charms were augmented by the Care ſhe had 
taken to adorn herſelf, which was owing per- 
haps to an Ambition of appearing in Gonfalv's 
Eyes with all her Luſtre. The Graces of her 
Perſon, the Agreeableneſs of her Wit, and her 
Modeſty ſurpris'd every one. She was treated 
as befitted a Princeſs of her Birth, Merit and 
Beauty, and in a few Days ſhe became the De- 
light and Admiration of the Court of Leon. 
GConſalbo look'd on her with Tranſport, and the 
Aſſurance of being lov'd made him forget all 
the Obſtacles which oppos'd his Happineſs. IF 
he had lov'd her merely by ſeeing her Beauty, 
the Knowledge of her Wit and Virtue fir'd him 
with higher Raptures. He ſought an Opportu- 
nity of talking with her in private, as ſtudiouſſy 
as ſhe avoidedit. At laſt meeting her one Even- 
ing in the Queen's Cloſet, with hardly any 
Company, he conjur'd her 10 ardently and with 
ſo much ReſpeQ, to tell him the Sentiments 
| fthe had for him, that ſhe cou'd not refuſe 
It. | : 
Ix it were poſſible for me to conceal my 
Mind from you, ſaid ſhe, I wou'd do it, as 
much as I eſteem you; and I wou'd ſpare my 
ſelf the Shame of ſhewing ar Inclination to a 
Man, to whom I am not deſtin'd. But ſince 
E have, in ſpite of me, diſcover'd my 
houghts, I am willing to own them, and ex- 
plain to you that which you have known very 
confuſedly. She told him then all he had 
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learn'd from Don Olmond of the Prediction of 
 Albamazar, and Zalema's Reſolutions. You 
ſee, added ſhe, that all I am able to do, is to 
Jament you, and afflict my ſelf; and you are 
too reaſonable to ask me not to follow my 
Father's Will. Allow me, Madam, ſaid he, 
at leaſt to believe, that if he were capable of al- 
tering his Mind, you will not oppoſe it. I 
can't ſay, whether I ſhou'd oppoſe it, anſwer'd 
fhe, but I think I ought to do it, fince it con- 
cerns the Happineſs of my whole Life. If you 
believe, Madam, reply'd Goxſalvo, the making 
me happy will make you miſerable, you do 
right to perſiſt in the Reſolution you have em- 
brac'd; but I dare affirm, if you have thoſe 
Sentiments for me, with which you permit me 
to flatter my ſelf, there is nothing which can 
ive you Cauſe to imagine you can be unhappy. 
ou deceive your ſelf, Madam, when you think 
you have any good Will for me; and I de- 
ceiv'd my ſelf at Alphonſo's, when I imagin'd I 
ſaw in you a favourable Diſpoſition towards 
me. Speak no more, anſwer'd Zayde, about 
what either of us had Ground to believe, while 
we were in that Solitude; and do not make me 
call to Mind thoſe Things which afford me 
Reaſon to conclude, you were then poſſeſs'd 
with other Sorrows than thoſe which cou'd a- 
riſe from me. I have undetſtood, fince I faw 
you at Talavera, what it was which oblig'd 
you to leave the Court; and I doubt not but 
you employ'd all the Time you were in my 
Company, in thinking on Nægna Bella. 
GONSALVO was well enough pleas'd 
that Zayde gave him an Opportunity to fatisfie 
all her Scruples about his Paſſion. => 15 
| Orm 
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form'd her of the real Condition his Heart was 
in, when he knew her firſt, and of all he had ſuf- 
fer'd by not underſtanding her Language, and 
of his whole Affliction. I was not altogether 
miſtaken, added he, when I fancy'd I had a 
Rival, and have ſince been appris'd of the 
Prince of Tarſus's Paſſion for you. It is true, 
ſaid Zayde, Alamir has declar'd he loves me, 
and my Father had reſolv'd to give me to him 
before he ſaw the Picture, ſo ſtrongly is he 
perſuaded that my Happineſs depends upon my 
marrying him for whom that Picture was 
drawn. Very well, Madam, reply'd Gonſalvo, 
you are reſolv'd to conſent to it, and yield 
your ſelf to him whom TI reſemble. If you 
have in truth no Averſion to me, you ought to 
believe, you will have none for him: Thus, 
Madam, the Aſſurance I have that I do not 
diſpleaſe you, is a Demonſtration to me, that 
ou will marry my Rival without Reluctance. 
his is a ſort of Misfortune no Man beſide 
my ſelf ever felt, and it is unacconntable my 
Condition does not provoke your Pity. Don't 
complain of me, faid ſhe; complain of your 
being a Spaniard. Tho' I were for you as much 
as you can deſire, and tho* my Father were not 
prepoſſeſs'd, our Country wou'd always be an 
invincible Obſtacle to + wg Wiſhes, and Zu- 
lema wou'd never conſent to my being yours. 
At leaſt permit me, Madam, faid 22 vo, to 
declare my Mind to him. The Diſlike you 
have expreſs'd of Alamir, ought to make him 
lay down all Expectation of marrying: you to a 
Perſon of his Religion; perhaps alſo. he is not 
ſo devoted to Alb#mazar's Words, as you ima- 
gine. Inſhort, Madam, allow me to try every 
My Thing 
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Thing to compaſs a Happineſs without which 
it is impoſſible for me to live. I conſent to 
what you mention, anſwer'd Zayde, and wou'd 
alſo have you believe that I am afraid all your 
Attempts will be in vain, 
 GONSAL/VO waited directly on the King, 
to intreat him to aſſiſt him in his DeGgn to diſ- 
cover Zulema's Sentiments, and endeavour to 
engage him in his Favour. They reſolv'd to 
give it in Commiſſion to Don Olmond, whoſe 
Addreſs and Friendſhip for Goxſalvo render'd 
him more capable of ſucceeding in it than any 
Man. The King writ by him to Zalema, and 
ask'd Zayde of him for Gonſalvo, in the ſame 
manner as if he had ask'd her for himſelf. 
Dos Olmond's Journey, and the King's Letter, 
were to no purpoſe. Zulema anſwer'd, that 
the King did him too much Honour; that his 
Daughter was indeed in his Hands, and he was 
able to diſpoſe of her; but by his Conſent ſhe 
ſhou'd never marry a Man of a Religion ſo con- 
trary to his own. This Anſwer gave Gonſalvo 
the utmoſt Grief; as Zayde lov'd him, he wou'd 
not let her know it, as much as it troubled him, 
leſt her being aſſur'd it was impoſſible for her to 
be his, might alter the Diſpoſition ſhe had ex- 
preſs'd toward him: He only told her, he did 
not deſpair of gaining Zulema, and obtaining 
from him what he wiſh'd with ſo much Ar- 


or. 

THE Princeſs Belenia, Felima's Mother, 
was taken ill at Oropeze, and dy'd ſoon after 
the Peace. Oſuin was ſent to Talavera with 
Zulema, to ſtay till the Time came which was 
fix'd for releaſing the Priſoners, and Felima 
was Carry'd to Court. She did not appear there 
WG in 
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in the Perfection of her Charms; for the Iudiſ- 
poſition of her Mind ſo affected her Body, that 
it impair'd her Beauty. But it was eaſy to per- 
ceive, that the bad State of her Health was the 
Cauſe of the Change. She was extreamly ſur- 
pris'd to find that Gonſalvo, whom ſhe did not 
think ſhe knew, and whom ſhe cou'd not hear 
nam'd without Anguiſh, becauſe of the Conditi- 
on into which he had brought the Prince of Tar- 
ſas, was that Theodoric ſhe had at ſeen Alphonſo's, 
and whom Zayde admir'd. It inflam'd her Af-- 
fliction to reflect that what ſhe had told Alamir 
in the Wood at Oropeze, had made him know: 
W ſo as to occaſion their Duel. 

HE Prince was carry'd to Almaraz; the 
had the Comfort of hearing from him every Day, 
and of giving Vent to her Sorrow, Which was 

imputed to the Death of her Mother. Alamir, 
whoſe Youth had prolong'd his Life for a time, 
was at length ſo weak, that the Phyſicians de- 
ſpair'd of his Life. Fel;ima was with Zayde 
and Gonſalvo, when News came that a Gentle- 
man of this unhappy Prince defir'd to ſpeak with 
Zayde. She blufh'd, and after a ſhort Confu- 
fion ſent for him in, and ask'd him aloud what 
the Prince of Tarſus wanted, My Maſter, 
Madam, faid he, is juſt expiring, and begs the 
Honour of ſeeing you before he dies, and- 
hopes the Condition he is in will prevent your 
refuſing him this Favour. Zayde was mov'd 
with his Words, and ſurpris'd, and cou'd not 
reſently make an Anſwer ; when turning her 
yes toward Gonſalvo, as if to ask him what 
he wow'd- have her do, and obſerving he was 
ſilent, and concluding by the Air of his Coun- 
tenance, that he was againſt her ſeeing mow, 
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I am exceeding ſorry, ſaid ſhe to the Gentleman, 
t hat I cannot gratify your Maſter's Deſire. If I 
thought my Preſence cou'd contribute to his 
Cure, I wou'd viſit him gladly; but as I am 
perſuaded it will fignify nothing, I beſeech him 
not to take it ill that I do not ſee him, and con- 
jure you to aſſure him, I am heartily griev'd at 
his Condition. At this the Meſſenger with- 
drew, and Felima ſtood overwhelm'd with a 
_ Conſternation, which ſhe teſtify'd only by her 
Silence. Zayde ſhar'd in her Sadneſs, and alſo 
pity'd the wretched Fortune of the poor Prince 
of Tarſus, and Gonſalvo was divided between his 
Joy to ſee the Regard Zayde had to his Senti- 
ments tho” he had not declar'd them in Words, 
and his Grief in having depriv'd the unhappy 
Alamir of the Sight of her he ſo dearly lov'd. 
As the whole Company was engag'd with 
ſuch different Thoughts, Alamir's Gentleman 
came back and told Felima that his Maſter de- 
ſir'd to ſee her, and ſhe had no Moments. to 
loſe, if ſhe wou'd vouchſafe him that Favour. 
Felima roſe up from the Place where ſhe was 
ſitting, and had juſt Life enough in her to walk. 
She gave the Gentleman her Hand, and went 
to the Prince of Tarſus, accompany'd by her 
Women. She ſat down by his Bed-ſide, and 
ſaying Nothing, look'd at him without making 
the leaſt Motion. I am very happy, Madam, ſaid 
Aamir, that Zayde's Example has not taught 
you the Cruelty of denying me the Conſolation 
ofa Viſit. This is the only Satisfaction I can 
hope for, ſince I am depriv'd of that which I 
preſum'd to defire. I beg, Madam, you will 
be pleas'd to tell Zayde, that ſhe has rightly 
judg'd me unworthy of the Honour Z 0 
Fw Wou 
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wou'd have done me. My Heart has burnt 
with ſuch various Flames, and been deprav'd 
with ſo many falſe Paſſions, that it did not de- 
ſerve her. Regard.. But if an Inconſtancy, to 
which the Sight of her immediately put an End, 
may be repair'd by a Paſſion which has made me 
perfectly another Man, and by an Affection 
which is attended with the greateſt Veneration 
that ever was, I believe, Madam, I have aton'd 
for all my former Crimes. Aſſure her, I con- 
jure you, that I dye not ſo much by the Wounds 
I receiv'd by Goxſalvo, as by the Sorrow of 
knowing fhe loves him. You told me the 
Truth in the Wood at Oropexe, when you in- 
form'd me that her Heart was touch'd. I be- 
liev'd it too well, tho?” at firſt I told you I did 
not believe it. I had juſt parted from you, and 
was full of the Idea of that happy Spaniard, 
when I met Gonſalvo. His Reſemblance of the 
Picture I had ſeen, and what you had then told 
me, ſtruck me preſently, and I made no Hefi- 
tation to conclude he was the Perſon you ſpoke 
of. I gave him to underſtand I was Alamir. 
He attack'd me with the Fierceneſs of one who 
knew I was his Rival. I have underſtood ſince, 
that I was not miſtaken in believing him to be 
the Man who had been ſo ſucceſsful as to pleaſe 
Zayde; he deſerves her Favour; and I envy 
him his Happineſs, without thinking him un- 
worthy of it. I dye overwhelm'd with my Miſ- 
fortunes, and do not murmur; if I did, I ſhou'd 
complain only of the Inhumanity of Zayde in 
refuſing a Sight of herſelf to a Man, who is go- 

ng to loſe her for ever. 
IT is eaſy to imagine with what mortal Sor- 
row Alamir's Words wounded the Heart 1 Fe- 
lima; 
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lima; twice or thrice ſhe went to ſpeak to him, 
and was hinder'd by her Sobbings and her Tears; 
at laſt, tranſported by a Tenderneſs which ſhe 
cou'd not command, Believe me, ſaid ſhe with 
2 Voice interrupted by Sighs, if I had been in 
Zayde's Place, no other Man wou'd have been 
preferr'd to the Prince of Tarſus. Notwith- 
ſtanding her Grief, ſhe was ſenſible of the Force 
of thete Words, and turn'd her Head away, to 
hide the Abundance of her Tears, and avoid A- 
lamir's Eyes. Alas, Madam, reply'd the ex- 
piring Prince, is it poſſible that what you inti- 
mate is true! I own that: the Day I talk'd with 
you in the Wood, I believ'd Part of what I 
preſume to believe at preſent; but T was ſo 
troubled, and you had the Skill to put another 
Senſe upon your Words ſo dextrouſly, that 
they made but a light Impreſſion on me. For- 
give me, Madam, what I dare to think, and 
pardon my wr eg the Cauſe of a Misfor- 
tune, which has been heavier to me than to 
ou. I did not deſerve to be happy; I ſhou'd 
ave been ſo too much, if ----- 

| His Weakneſs wou'd not let him proceed; 
he loſt his Speech, and turning his Eyes toward 
Felima, as if to bid her Adieu, he clos'd them 
for ever, and expir'd almoſt in a Moment. Fe- 
lima's Tears were ſtopp'd, ſhe was thunder- 
ſtruck with Sorrow, and look'd on Alamir as 
he expir'd with immoveable Eyes. Her Wo- 
men ſeeing her keep fix'd in the Place where 
ſhe ſate, led her out of a Room where there 
were only Objects of Death. She let them re- 
move. her, without pronouncing a Word; but 
when ſhe came into her own Chamber, the Sight 
of Zayde inrag'd her Grief, and gave her Power 
to 
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to ſpeak. You are ſatisfy'd, Madam, ſaid ſhe 
With a very feeble Voice, Alamir is dead. Ala- 
mir is dead, continu'd ſhe, as if ſfc were tell- 
ing it to herſelf; then I ſhall never fee him 
more. I have loſt for ever the Hope of being 
lov'd by him. It is not in the Power of Love 
to make him like me: My Eyes ſhall meet his 
no more: His Preſence, which ſweetned all my 
Sufferings, is a Bleſſing I cannot enjoy 1 08 
Ah! Madam, ſaid ſhe to Zayae, is it poſſible 
any one ſhou'd be able to pleaſe you, and that 
Alamir did not do it? What an Inhumanity was 
yours? Why did you not love him? He ador'd 
you: What was wanting in him to make him 
amiable? But you know, anſwer'd Zayde very 
ently, I ſhou'd have increas'd your Trouble, if 
had lov'd him; and that it was the Thing you 
moſt dreaded. It is true, Madam, reply'd ſhe, 
it is true, I was unwilling you ſhou'd make him 
happy, but I did not defire you ſhou'd take a- 
way his Life. Ah wherefore did I ſo cautiouſly 
conceal my Paſſion from him? Perhaps he 
wou'd have been touch'd. by it; perhaps it 
might have given ſome Diverſion to the fatal 
Love he had for you. What did I fear? Why 
was I unwilling he ſhowd know that I ador'd 
him? The only Comfort which is left me, is 
that he conjectur'd ſomething of it. Yet if he 
had known it, he wou'd only have feign'd to 
love me, and wou'd have deceiv'd me: 
And what if he had deceiv'd me, as he did at 
the Beginning? thoſe precious Moments in 
which he affected to let me imagine he lov'd 
me, are {till dear to my Memory. ls it poffible, 
that atter ſo many Evils as I have ſuffer'd, there 
ſhou'd yet remain ſuch ſevere ones for me to 
9 en- 
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endure? I hope at leaſt my Grief will be fo 
great, that I fhall not have Strength to bear 
it 


As ſhe was thus ſpeaking, Conſalvo ſhew'd 
himſelf at her Chamber-Door : He thought ſhe 
was in another Room, and came to inquire in 
what Condition ſhe had found Alamir. He 
ſtep'd back immediately, that he mightnot inrage 
her Sorrow by his Preſence; but he was not 
nimble enough to prevent her perceiving him ; ſhe 
ſhriek'd out ſo piteouſly at the Sight of him, as 
wou'd have pierc'd the hardeſt Hearts. Dear 
Madam, ſaid ſhe to Zayde, take Care I may not 
ſee Gonſalvo. I cannot bear to look upon a 
Man from whoſe Hand Alamir has receiv'd his 
Death, and who has depriv'd him of what he 
valu'd beyond his Life. 

THe Violence of her Grief took away both 
her Speech and Underſtanding, and as her 
Health was already extremely broken, ſhe was 
evidently in very great Danger. The King and 
Queen hearing of her IIIneſs, came to ſee hex, 
and procur'd her all the Aſſiſtance they cou'd. 
After ſhe had lain in a kind of Lethargy for five 
or fix Hours, the Force of Medicines brought 
her to her Senſes: But ſhe knew no Object a- 
bout her but Zayde, who wept over her with 
the utmoſt Anguiſh. Do not grieve for me, 
ſaid ſhe to her, with ſo low a Voice that ſhe 
cou'd ſcarcely be heard, I ſhou'd have been 
worthy of your Friendſhip no longer, for I 
cou'd never have lov'd one who had caus'd the 
Death of Alamir. She con'd ſpeak no more, 
but relaps'd into her Fits; and the next Day at 
the ſame Hour as ſhe ſaw the Prince of Tarſws 
expire, ſhe finiſh'd a Lite which was made miſe- 
rable by Love, Tak 
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THE Death of two Perſons of ſuch extra- 
ordinary Merit, drew ſuch Compaſſion, that the 
whole Court of Leon was afflicted. Zayde was 
overwhelm'd; ſhe lov'd Felima tenderly, and 
the Manner in which ſhe dy'd, added to her 
Sorrow. Several Days paſs'd, before the Care 
and Intreaties of Conſalvo were able to mode- 
rate her Grief: At laſt the Fear of going from 
Spain, and leaving Gonſalvo, mack her put 
ome Stop to her Tears, and gave her a Con- 
cern of another Kind. The King return'd to 
Leon, and there was ſo little wanting to the full 
Execution of the Peace, that, in all Appearance, 
Zulema wou'd very ſhortly paſs over to Africł. 
However he was not in a Condition to travel; 
he was dangerouſly ill at the Time of Felima's 
Death, and they had conceal'd the Hazard of 
his Caſe from Zayde, that ſhe might not be op- 
preſs'd with two many Diſtreſſes at once. Gon- 
ſalvo was inexpreſſibly uneaſy, and confider'd 
nothing, but how to bring Zulema to conſent 
to his Happineſs, or induce Zayde to continue 
in Spaiz with the Queen, ſince Decency did not 
permit her to follow a Father, who ſeem'd re- 
ſolv'd to make her change her Religion. Some 
Days after their Arrival at Leon, Gonſalvo went 
one 3 into the Queen's Cloſet; Zayae 
was there, but ſo engag'd in looking upon à 
Picture of Goxſalvo, that ſhe did not ſee him 
come in. I may well be deſtin'd, Madam, faid 
he, to be jealous of a Pictute, fince I am fo of 
my own, and envy the Attention with which 
you view it. Your Picture? anſwer'd Zayde, in 
the higheſt Aſtoniſnment: Yes, Madam, reply'd 
Gonſalvo, my Picture; I perceive you can ſcarce- 
ly believe me, becauſe of its Beauty, but * al- 
e ure 
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ſure you, this was painted for me. Goxſalvo, ſaid 
ſhe, was there not another done for you like 
this I have? Ah! Madam, cry'd he, with the 
Trouble which ariſes from uncertain Joy, can 
I believe that which you give nze Ground to 
imagine, and which I dare not preſume to men- 
tion to you? Yes, other Pictures like this you 
Took on, have been drawn for me; but I dare 
not venture to believe what I am ſenfible you 
really think, and what I ſhou'd myſelf have 
thought long ſince, if I had ſuppos'd myſelf 
worthy of the Prediction which was made you, 
and if you had not always told me that the Pi- 
Eture I reſembled was an African s. I judg'd ſo, 
anſwer'd Zayde, by the Habit, and Albamazar's 
Words confirm'd me in the Opinion. You 
know, how mach I wiſh'd you cou'd be the 
Perſon you reſembled; but what amazes me 
is, that having wiſh'd it ſo much, my Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion has hinder'd me from believing it. I 
ſpoke of it to Felima, as ſoon as I ſaw you at 
Alphonſo's: When I ſaw you again at Talavera, 
and knew your Birth, the ſame Thought re- 
viv'd in my Mind, and I efteem'd it _—_ as 
the Effect of my own Wiſhes. But how diffi- 
cult will it be, added ſhe, ſighing, to perſuade 
my Father of the Truth of this! And how am 
I afraid that thoſe Predictions which have ap- 
pear'd true to him when he thought they be- 
long'd to a Man of his own Religion, will 

ſeem falſe when they relate to a Spaniard! 
As ſhe was ſpeaking, the Queen came into 
the Cloſet; Goxſalvo imparted his Joy to her, 
and ſhe wou'd not delay a Moment to declare it. 
to the King. She went to tell him this Diſco- 
very, and the King came the . to 
| | | now 
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know of Gonſalvo what remain'd to perfect his 
Happineſs. After having conſulted a long time 
in what Manner Zulema might be gain'd, the 
teſolv'd to ſend for him to Leon. An Expreſs 
was immediately diſpatch'd to Talavera, to ac- 
quaint him the King defir'd he wou'd appear at 
Court; and as his Health was perfectly reco- 
ver'd, he arriv'd there very ſoon. The King 
receiv'd him with the greateſt Marks of Eſteem, 
and led him into his Cloſet. You have not 
been willing, ſaid he, to grant me Zayde, for 
the Man whom I moſt value; but, I hope, yon 
will not refuſe her to him who owns this Pi- 
Cure, and to whom, I know, ſhe is deſtin'd by 
Albumazar's Prediction. | h 
Ar theſe Words, he ſhew*d him the Picture 
of Gonſalvo, and preſented to him Goxſalvo 
himſelf, who was at a ſmall Diſtance. Zulema 
look'd upen one and the other, and ſeem'd in a 
profound Trance. The King thought his Si- 
lence proceeded from his Uncertainty. - If you 
are not ſatisfy'd, ſaid he, by the Likeneſs, that 
this Picture is Gonſalvo's, I will give you ſo 
many other Proofs of it, that you ſhall not be 
able to doubt it. The Picture which you have, 
and which is juſt ſuch an one as this, muſt have 
fallen into your Hands, ſince the Battel which 
Nugnex Fernando, the Father of Gonſalvo, loſt a- 
ainſt the Moors, He had it done by an eminent 
ainter, who had traveld over all the World, and 
fancy'd the African Habits made ſuch a handſome 
Appearance, that he drew all his Pictures in 
them. It is true, Sir, reply'd Zalema, I met 
with that Picture after the Time you mention; 
and by what you ſay, and by the exact Reſem- 
blance, I cannot doubt its being Gonſalvo's; - 
n 18 
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this is not what cauſes my Silence and Amaze- 
ment. I admire the Decrees of Heaven, and 
the Effects of its Providence. I never had any 
Prediction made me, and the Words of Albu- 
mazar, which I ſee you have heard mention'd, 
have been taken by my Daughter in another 
Senſe than they ought. But fince you have the 
Goodneſs to intereſt your ſelf in her Fortune, 
ſuffer me, Sir, to inform you of what you can 
know only by my ſelf, and to acquaint you with 
the Beginning of a Life, the Happineſs of which 
at preſent depends upon you alone. 
Ihe juſt Pretenſions of my Father to the Ca- 
liph's Empire, occaſion'd him to be baniſh'd to 
ypras. I went thither with him; and fell in 
Love with Alaſintba, and marry'd her. She 
was a Chriſtian, and I reſolv'd to embrace her 
Religion, which I eſteem'd the only one which 
ought to be follow'd; but the Auſterity of it 
frighten'd me, and delay'd the Execution of my 
Deſign. I return'd to Africk, where Plea- 
ſures and Diſſoluteneſs of Manners fix'd 
me more than ever in my own Religion, and 
ave me a new Averfion to the Chriſtians. I 
orgot Alafintha for ſeveral Years; but having 
a Deſire at laſt to ſee her again, and Zayde, 
whom [I had left in her Infancy, I reſolv'd to go 
and look after her in Cyprus, in order to make 
Zayde change her Religion, and marry her to the 
Prince of Fex of the Houſe of the Idris. He 
had heard of her, and had a Paſſion for her, 
and his Father had an intimate Friendſhip for 
me. The War in Cyprus oblig'd me to haſten 
=y Deſign. When I arriv*d, I found the Prince 
of Tarſus in Love with Zayde; I thought him 
handſome, and did not doubt but ſhe lik'd — 
and 
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and believ'd ſhe wou'd readily agree to marry 
him. 1 was not abſolutely engag to the Prince 
of Fez. Her Mother being a Chriſtian, I was 
afraid ſhe wou'd be a Hindrance of my Inten- 
tion to make Zayde change her Religion. 1 
conſented therefore to Alamir's Addreſſes, but 
was greatly ſurpris'd at the Averſion ſhe ex- 
preſs'd to me for him, and while the Siege of 
Famaguſta laſted, all the Endeavours I ns'd 
cou'd not prevail on her to accept of him for her 
Husband. I did not care to undertake to con- 
quer an Averſion which ſeem'd to be in-born, 
and reſolv'd to give her to the Prince of Fez, as 
ſoon as we were in Africk. He wrote to me 
after I was in Cyprus; and I underſtood his Mo- 
ther was dead; ſo that there was nothing to de- 
lay the Marriage. We left W and 
landed at Alexandria, where I found Albz- 
maar, whom I had known a long Time. He 
obſerv*d that * Daughter look'd with 
Attention and Pleaſure upon a Picture, the 
Fellow of this before us. The next Day I was 
ſpeaking to him of her Averſion to Alamir, and 
the Reſolution I had to marry her to the Prince 
of Fez, how much ſoever ſhe might be againft 
it. | | " | 
I fancy ſhe has no Prejudice againft his-Per- 

ſon, ſaid Albamazar; the Picture ſhe ſeems fo 
pleas'd with, is fo like that Prince, that I be- 
lieve it was drawn for him: I can make no 
Judgment of it, ſaid I, becauſe I have never 
ſeen him. It is not impoſſible but it may be his; 
but I don't know whom it was done 'for, and 
obtain'd it by-Accident. I wiſh Zayde may fan- 
cy him, and tho' ſhe ſhouw'd not, I ſhall not 
ſhew her the ſame Complaiſance, as I did with 
telpect to the Prince of Tarſus. A 
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A few Days after, my Daughter begg'd A. 
bamazar to inform her about her Fortune. As 
he knew my Intention, and believ'd that Picture 
was the Prince of Fez's, he told her, wichout 
any Deſign of making his Words paſs for a 


Prediction, that ſhe was deſtin'd for the Man 


whole Picture ſhe had feen. I pretended to be- 
lieve that Albumazar ſpoke by a particular 


Knowledge of Futurity, and have aiways ſeem'd 


to Zayde to be of the tame Opinion. When I 


left Alexandria, Albumazar aſlur'd me I ſhou'd 


not ſacceed in my Deſign relating to my Daugh- 
ter; yet I cou'd not deſpair of it. During 


my late Illneſs, the Thought I once had of em- 


bracing the true Religion, came back ſo ſtrong- 
ly upon my Mind, that it has been my whole 
. ſince my Recovery, to confirm my 
ſelf in that Reſolution. I freely own this pt- 
ous Intention was not ſo firm as it ought to 
have been; but I reſign my ſelf to what Hea- 
ven has done in my Favour; which by the ſame 
Means as I employ'd to marry my Daughter to 
a Man of my Religion, leads me to marry her 
to one of her own. Albamazar's Words, 
which were ſpoken without Defign, and con- 
cerning a Reſemblance in which he was. miſta- 
ken, have prov'd a real Prediction; and this 
Prediction is fulfill'd by my Daughter's Happi- 
neſs in marrying a Man who is the Admiration 
of his Age. It only remains, Sir, that I ask the 
Grace of you to receive me into the Number 


of your Subjects, and permit me to end my 


Days in your Kingdom. | 
Tk King and Gonſalvo were ſo ſurpris'd, 
and mov'd with Zulema's Diſcourſe, that they 


embrac'd bim without ſaying any Thing, not 
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being able to find Words to utter their Thoughts. 
After they had exprelis'd their Joy, they won- 
der'd for a long Time at all the Circumſtances 
of ſo ſtrange an Adventure. Gonſalvo however 
was not ſo much ſurpris'd that Alsumazar was 
deceiv'd by the Reſemblance of the Prince of 
Fez; ſeveral Perſons, he knew, had committed 
the ſame Miſtake, and he inform'd Zalems 
that the Mother of that Prince was Siſter to 
Nugnez Fernando, his Father, who was taken 
Priſoner in an Irruption of the Moors, and car- 
ry'd into Africk, where her Beauty rais'd her to 
be lawful Wife to the Prince of bez. 
Zulema went to give his Daughter an Ac- 
count of what had paſs'd; and by the Manner 
in which ſhe receiv'd the News, it was eaſy to 
judge ſhe was not inſenſible of Gonſalvo's Me- 
rit. A few Days after, Zulema embrac'd the 
Chriſtian Religion publickly ; and the Prepara- 
tions were haſten'd for the Nuptials, which 
were celebrated with all the Gallantry of the 
Moors, and all the Politeneſs of Spain. 
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HE antient' Chronicles of Florence lk 
relate, that a Man, who was cele- 

brated in his Time for SanQity of 

Life, being in an Ecſtaſy one Day 

Mat Prayers, ſaw a Train of un- 
| happy Souls deſcending in Multi- 

tudes to Hell ; who, with one Voice, complain'd 
they were brought to that miſerable Place only 
by their Wives. Minos and Radamanthus, and 

the other Infernal Judges who heard the lamen- 
table Clamours,*were ſurpris'd extremely, and 
thought ſuch a terrible Accuſation of the Female 
Sex muſt be an invidious Slander; but the Out- 
cry continually increaſing, and filling Pluto's 
Ears from every Quarter, he reſolv'd to exa- 
mine into it carefully with his whole Council, 
and conſider of proper Meaſures for diſcovering 
the Truth. A Council was call'd accordingly, 
and Pluto ſpoke to this Effect; 

Tnro' I poſſeſs this Empire of mine by the 
irreverſible Appointment of the Fates, and am 
thereby ludjec to no other Juriſdiction, either 

Vo. I. N 2 Ce- 
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Celeſtial or Earthly; yet as it is moſt prudent 
to proceed according to reaſonable Laws, and 
to take the Advice of others, I am willing to 
conſult you how it becomes me to conduct my 
ſelf in a certain Affair, which threatens our Go- 
vernment with much Diſhonour. Being in- 
form'd that all the Men whoſe Souls arrive in 
our tremendous Dominions, charge their Ruin 
on their Wives, and impute their fatal Miſcar- 
riage to them; and this ſeeming an incredible 
Thing, we are m Doubt whether if we give 
Judgment according to the Tenor of this Re- 
port, we may not be reproach'd as too precipi- 
tate and ſevere; and if we do not, as too gen- 
tle, and negligent of Juſtice; an Imputation on 
either Hand which we wou'd carefully avoid: 
But being uncertain of the Method, we have 
aſſembled you here, to aſſiſt us with your 
Thoughts, that as our Reign has been hitherto 
unblemiſh'd, it may continue without a Stain 
in Time to come. | | 
THE Council unanimouſly joyn'd with their 
Sovereign, that it was a Caſe of the higheſt Im- 
B and ought to be determin'd without 
elay, tho' they cou'd not agree about the 
Means; for one Member was of Opinion that 
a ſingle Emiſſary ſhou'd be diſpatch'd, and ano- 
ther, that ſeveral ſhou'd be ſent to the World 
above, to aſlume a Human Form, and from 
his Perſonal Knowledge inform himſelf certain- 
ly of the Fatt; and others believ'd the Thing 
might be done with leſs Trouble, by forcing 
a Confeſſion from ſome of the Mens Souls who 
made the Complaint, by Torture; but the grea- 
ter Part inclfning to the firſt Propoſal, that Ex- 
pedient prevail'd; and ſiuce no one Ole | 
offer 
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offer'd himſelf for the Service, it was reſoly'd 
the Choice ſhou'd be decided by Lots. The E- 
lection fell upon Belphegor, a Principal Demon, 
who was very unwilling to undertake the 
Commiſſion, but being over-rul'd by Plato's. 
Imperial Command, he Fee © to exccute the 
Reſolution of the Board, and ſubmitted to the 
Conditions they had thought fit to enjoyn him; 
which were, That he ſhou'd be immediately fur- 
niſh'd with a hundred thouſand Ducats, and 
repairing to the Earth, ſhou'd there perſonate a 
Man, and marry a Wife, and live with her ten 
Years; after which, pretending to dye, he 
ſnou'd return home, and from his own Expe- 
rience inform his Superiors concerning the 
Point in Debate, and make an impartial Report 
of the Hardſhips and the Conveniencies of Matri- 
mony. They told him alſo, that during this 
Time he ſhou'd be liable to all the Misfortunes 
and Calamities of Human Life, as Poverty, 
Impriſonment and Sickneſs, unleſs he cou'd 
preſerve himſelf from them by his own Cun- 
ning and Wit. 2 

ELPHEGOR humbly accepted the 
Terms, and having receiv'd his Ducats, and 
provided a Retinue out of the Demons who 
were under his Command, he ſet forward, 
and arriv'd in mighty State at Florence. He 
pitch'd upon that 9 to reſide in, as being 
moſt convenient for his Deſign of improving his 
Money by Uſury. He took the Name of Ro- 
derigo of Cs and hir'd a Houſe in one 
of the chief Streets of the City; and, to conceal 
his Condition, gave out that he had made a 
Voyage very young into Syria, and got his E- 
ſtate at Aleppo, from whence he was now 

. N 3 come 
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come into Italy, to chuſe him a Wife in the 
moſt civiliz'd Country of the World, and 
whoſe Manners were moſt agreeable to 
his own. He was extremely handſome, and 
ſeem'd to be about thirty Years old, and ha- 
ving in a few Days ſhewn publick Demonſtra- 
tion of his. Riches, and his Liberality and ob- 
hging Behaviour, he had Propoſals of Mar- 
riage in Abundance from ſeveral noble Citizens, 
who had Plenty of Daughters, and little Mo- 
ney; among all who were offer'd him, Rode- 
ige fix'd upon a very beautiful young Lady, 
call'd Honeſta, the Daughter of Amerigo Do- 
nati, who had three other Daughters, and as 
many Sons, all grown up and marriagable. 
The Family was one of the nobleſt and beſt e- 
ſteem'd in Florence, but reduc'd to low Circum- 
ſtances, by a large Number of Children, and 
the Expences of their Quality. Roderigo made 
a ſplendid and magnificent Wedding, omitting 
nothing which was uſual upon ſuch Occaſions, 
it being one of the Conditions impos'd on him, 
to be ſubject to all Human Paſſions. Accord- 
dingly he began to take Pleaſure in Worldly 
Honours and Glory, and to love the Praiſes 
and Applauſe of Men; tho? his new Pleaſures 
quickly coſt him dear. Beſides, he had not 
liv'd long with his dear Wife Honeſta, when 
he became inamour'd of her to Extravagance; 
and if he ſaw her ſad at any Time, or out of 
Temper, was juſt ready to expire; and ſhe, 
on her Part, belide Nobility and Beauty, 
brought her Husband ſuch an invaluable Por- 
tion of Pride, that Lucifer himſelf had not 
more; and Roderigo, who had made Tryal of 


both, abſolutely gave his Wife's the 3 
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She was not wanting to exert this Virtue, as 
ſban as ſhe perceiy'd Roderigo's Fondneſs; and 
imagining ſhe might Lord it over him, as ſhe. 
pleas'd, ſhe exercis'd her Supremacy without 
Compaſſion or Shame; and if he had the Weak- 
neſs to refuſe her any Demand, ſhe inſtructed him 
with all the gracious Eloquence of ſcurrilous and 
taunting Expreſſions. So that poor Roderigo was 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and knew not what to do. 
But his Father-in-Law, his Wife's Brothers 
and Relations, and his Matrimonial Vow, held 
him in due Obedience, and above all, the in- 
expreſſible Affection he bore her, enabled him 
to take it patiently. I paſs over the immeaſu- 
rable Coſt he was at to furniſh his good Lady 
with a convenient Ward- robe of decent Appa- 
rel, and ſupply her in new Faſhions, which, ac- 
cording to the laudable Cuſtom of Florence, 
were changing continually; and how he was 
likewiſe oblig'd to purchaſe his Peace, by aſ- 
fiſting his Father-in-Law to marry off his other 
Daughters, which amounted to a conſiderable 
Sum. Beſide all this, he was forc'd to make. 
fair Weather with his Domeſtick Accommoda- 
tion, by fitting out one of her Brothers for-the 
Levant with a Cargo of Cloth, and another for 
the HYeſt-Inaies with Silks, and to ſet up ano- 
ther in a Goldſmith's Shop in Florence; by 
which reaſonable Contributions his Ducats 
were melted down a-pace, and above half his 
Eſtate waſted. 

I x the Time of the Carne vall alſo, and the 
Feſtival of St. John, when the whole City, ac- 
cording to antient Cuſtom, was feaſting and re- 
velling, and ſeveral Citizens of Quality and 
Fortune gave ſplendid Entertainments, Madam 

N Honeſta, 
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Honeſta, that ſhe. might not be inferiour to the 
other Ladies, begg'd her Husband to be ge- 
nerous, and exceed them all in his Treats. Ko- 
derigo comply'd with every Thing ſhe ask'd, and 
as inſupportable as it was, wou'd have thought 
himſelr happy, if by theſe Means he cou'd have 
liv'd tolerably eaſy till his ten Years expir'd. 
But this was a Bleſſing not to be obtain'd; for 
deſide the Profuſion of Expences, his Wife's in- 
vincible Inſolence afflicted him beyond Imagina- 
tion, and there was not a Male or Female Ser- 
vant in the Houſe, who cou'd bear it for a few 
Days. This was an infinite Addition to his 
Misfortunes, that he cou'd not keep one Ser- 
vant about him who was in his Intereſt, not 
even his own Demons whom he had brought 
along with him under that Character, for they 
choſe rather to go back to Hell and endure the 
Flames, than live under this Female Reign. 
In this wretched Condition, his Stock being to- 
rally exhauſted, Roderigo comforted himſelf 
with the Hope of the Returns he expected from 
Foreign Parts; and as his Credit was good, he 
borrow'd Money in the mean time to keep up 
his Figure ; and as he had frequent Recourſe to 
this Expedient, he was ſoon known by the Crea- 
tures who practiſe that ſort of Traffick. He 
was now upon his laſt Legs, when ſuddenly 
there came News from abroad, that one of 
Honeſta's Brothers had loſt all his Effects at 
Gaming, and the other had ſhipp'd his Goods 
on Board a Veſſel without Inſuring them, and 
was caſt away with his whole Freight and 
drown'd. The firſt Moment this was divulg'd, 
his Creditors met, and concluded him a gone 
Man; but the Day of Payment not being yet 
come, 
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come, they made no Noiſe, and reſolv'd to 
watch him narrowly, leſt if he diſcover'd their 
Deſign, he ſhou'd get the Start of them, and 
take his Flight. Roderigo, on the other Hand, 
finding his Caſe deſperate, and remembring the 
Laws his infernal Maſters had ſet him, was not 
aſleep, -but prepar'd to make his Eſcape, and 
getting on Horſe-back one Morning, ſtole out 
at the Back-Door of his Houſe, which open'd 
into the Fields. The Inſtant he was fally'd, 
the Report was carry'd to his Creditors Ears, 
who ran immediately to the Magiſtrates for 
Help, and not only detach'd a Band of Appari- 

tors after him, but purſu'd him alſo themſelves 
in a full Body. Poor Roderigo was ſcarcely 
got a Mile from the Town, when the Hue 
and Cry was rais'd at his Heels, and ſeeing him- 
ſelf under Chace, he left the Road and ſcour'd 
a-croſs the Fields, in order to fly more privately. 
But being ſtopp'd by the Ditches, he quitted his 
Horſe, and took to his Feet, rambling from 
Meadow to Meadow, under Covert of the Vines 
and Buſhes, which were very think in thofe 
Places, and arriv'd at laſt at Peretola, at the 
Houſe of John Mattheo del Brica, a Labourer 
to John del Bene. f 

ATT HE O was going to fodder his 

Cattle; when Roder:igo, ſweating and out of 
Breath, begg'd his Protection, promiting if he 
wou'd ſecure him from the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, who purſu'd him to lock him up to rot 
in a Jail, he wou'd make his Fortune for ever, 
and give him ſuch Proofs of it before he left 
him as ſhou'd convince him; and if he fail'd, he 
wou'd be content to be deliver'd over to his 
Creditors Mercy. Joe tho? a Clown, had 
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Brains enough in his Head, and conſidering he 
cou'd loſe nothing by undertaking to ſave him, 
he agreed to the Bargain, and carrying Roderigo 
to a Dunghil before his Houſe, cover'd him o- 
ver with ſome Ruſhes and Faggoting which he 
had pil'd up there to burn, Noderigo was hardly 
hidden, when his Purſuers came up, and que- 
ftion'd Mattheo about him very roundly, but the 
Fellow was bluff}, and with all their Threats 
cou'd not be brought to own he had ſeen any 
ſuch Man. They left him therefore and paſs'd 
on, and having in vain inquir'd from Place to 
Place, return'd heartily tir'd to Florence. 
WHEN the Coalt was clear, and all Things“ 
quiet, Mat#theo releas'd Roderigo from his Con- 
finemeat, and claim'd his Promiſe ; Friend, 
{aid Roderigo, the rr you have laid on 
me is very great, and. I will ſatisfy you to the 
full; and that you may believe I am able to do 
it, I will let you know who and what I am: 
Upon which he told him the whole Story of his 
Expedition from Hell, and of his Marriage ; 
and acquainted him farther, by what Method he 
wou'd help him to grow rich; which in ſhort 
was this; If you hear, ſays the Deman, of any 
Lady's being poſſeſs'd, depend upon it, it is by 
me; nor will I leave her till you come, and or- 
der me to depart; by which means you may 
have your own Price of her Relations, and get 
what Money you will: And having ſaid this, he 
diſappear'd. | 
In a few Days it was ſpread all over Florence, 
that the Daughter of Signior Ambrogio Amede!, 
who was marty'd to Baonajuto Tebalducci, was 
poſſeſb'd. Her Parents neglected no Remedies 
ujual upon ſuch an Occation; they ws to 
ier 
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her the Head of St. Zanobi, and St. John Cual. 
berto's Mantle; all which were turn'd to Ridi- 
cule by Roderigo, And to ſhew it was a real 
Poſſeſſion, and no Illuſion of Fancy, the Lady 
ſpoke Latin fluently, and diſputed in Philoſo- 
phy like a Profeſſor, and diſcover'd ſeveral Peo- 
ple's Sins; and among others the Tranſgreſſions 
of a Fryar, who had kept a Woman comforta- 
bly four Years with him in his Cloylters in the 
Habit of a Brother Franciſcan; in ſo much that 
every one was amaz'd. Ambragio, the Father, 
was extremely troubled, and having try'd every: 
Expedient to no purpoſe, began to deſpair of 
Relief, when Maztheo waited on him, and pro- 
vided he wou'd give him five hundred Florens. 
to purchaſe a Farm at Peretola, undertook to 
cure his Daughter. Ambrogio accepted the Of- 
fer, and Matt heo having firſt caus'd ſome Maſſes 
to be ſaid, and ſeveral Ceremonies to be per- 
form'd, to ſet the better Grace upon the Mat- 
ter, went up to the young Woman, and whil- 
pering in her Ear; Roderigo, ſays he, I am 
come to ſee how you will keep the Promiſe you 
made me: Very well, anſwer'd the Demon; but 
ſince this will not be ſufficient to,inrich you, as 
ſoon as I am gone hence, I will enter into the 
Daughter of Charles King of Naples, and not 
{tir out of her till hear from you. Make what 
Demands then you pleaſe, and do your Buſineſs 
at once, but remember you never offer to dif- 
lodge me more. The very Moment he ſaid this, 
he quitted the Poſſeſs'd, to the Joy and Wonder 

of the whole City. <1 $7” 
BELPHEGO R was not worſe there than 
his Word; for in a little while the News flew 
about that the King Ne 0 was 2 
the 
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the fame unhappy Condition; and the Fryars 
with their Remedies and Relicks having no Suc- 
ceſs, the King, upon Information of Maztheo's 
Abilities, ſent after him to Florence. He came 
to Naples, as deſir'd; and after a Preparation of 
fictitious Rites, perform'd the Cure. But be- 
fore he took his Flight from the Lady, Mat- 
theo, ſays Roderigo to him privately, you ſee I 
have kept my Promiſe to enrich you, and having 
thus anſwer'd my Ingagement, I am under no 
farther Obligation to ſerve you. Be fatisfy'd 
therefore, and preſume not to inſult me again; 
for as I have done you Good hitherto, I will 
now do you all the Miſchief I can. Mazrtheo 
return'd to Florence With above fifty thouſand 
Ducats in his Pocket, which he receiv'd of the 
King, and deſign'd to enjoy the Riches he had 
got, and ſpend the Remainder of his Days in Peace; 
and, as he intended honeſtly to obey Koderigo's 
Injunction, he did not ſuppoſe the other wou'd 
have the Wickednels to do him an Injury. 

BUT his Pleaſure was ſoon marr'd, by Advice 
that the Daughter of Lew:s the Seventh of France 
was troubled with an evil Spirit. This Report 
allarm'd Mazzheo, he expected to be ſummon'd, 
and confider'd the King's Authority, and Rode- 
rigo's farewell Words, and apprehending the 
Danger on either Hand, was very _ As 
he fear'd, it happen'd; for the King finding all 
Applications ineffeQual, and having heard of 
Mattheo, ſent a Meſſenger to fetch him; but 
Mattheo pretending himſelf indiſpos'd and una- 
ble to travel, the King was oblig'd to demand 
him of the Magiſtrates, who forc'd him to com- 

ly. Mattheo (ſet out to Paris with a heavy 
Heart, and being arriv'd, told his Majeſty, that 
|; it 
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it was true indeed, he had formerly cur'd a cer- 
tain Demoniac, but this had not given him et- 
ther the Skill or the Power to relieve all; for 
ſome Demons were of ſo turbulent a Nature, 
that they valu'd no Threats, nor Devotion, nor 
Charms; however he was ready to do his Duty, 
and hop'd his Majeſty wou'd forgive him if he 
fail'd. To which the King anſwer'd very ſhort, 
that unleſs he cur'd his Daughter, he wou'd 
hang him. This put Maztheo into a mortal 
Fright, but taking Heart at a Plunge, he caus'd 
the Lindy to be brought before him, and laying 
his Mouth to her Ear, very humbly beſought 
Roderigo to pity him; reminding him of the 
Service he had done him, and how ungrateful 
it wou'd be to abandon him in this his Neceſſi- 
ty. Why thou unreaſonable Raſcal, cry'd Ro- 
rigo, haſt thou the Impudence to follow me 
ain? Do you think I will let you boaſt of 
ealth you owe to my Aſſiſtance, and to no 
Cunning of your own? No; I will make you 
and every one know, I can give and take away 
at my Pleaſure ; and beſide, before you leave 
the Place, for your Comfort, I will get you 
fairly hang'd. Mattheo ſeeing there was no 
Good to be done this Way, bethought himſelf 
of another Invention, and deſiring the poſſeſs'd 
Perſon might be remov'd out of the Room; Sir, 

ſays he to the King, ſome Demons, as I told 
your Majeſty, are ſo inveterate, that no ordi- 
nary Methods will prevail, and ſuch is this we 
are concern'd with: Vet I will try one Experi- 
ment more; if it ſucceeds, your Majeſty and I 
ſhall have our Deſign, and if it fails, I am in your 
Power; and your Majeſty, I. truſt, will ſhew 
that Compaſſion to me which my Innocence 
| deſerves. 
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deſerves. I deſire therefore a large Scaffold 
may be erected in the Church-Yard of Nozre 
Dame, ſufficient to hold all the Barons, and 
the whole Clergy of the City, let it be cover'd 
with Silk and Cloth of Gold, and let an Altar 
be rais'd in the Middle: And next Sunday Morn- 
ing I deſire your Majeſty with the Clergy and 
all the Princes and Barons will aſſemble there in 
the Pomp of State, and the richeſt and moſt 
magnificent Habits, and after a ſolemn Maſs is 
perform'd, let the Princeſs be brought upon the 
Stage. Farther, I wow'd have twenty Perſons 
atleaſt, plac'd at a Corner of the Scaffold, with 
Trumpets, Hautboys, Drums, Bag-pipes and 
Cymbals and other Inſtruments, who when I 
throw up my Cap, may immediately begin play- 
ing, andadvance towards the Place. Theſe So- 
lemnities, together with ſome ſecret Remedies I 
ſhall uſe, I believe, will vanquiſh this refractory 
Spirit, and force him to withdraw. The King 
ave Orders inſtantly for every thing; the Morn- 

ing came, and the Stage and Church-Yard was 
fill'd with People, and Maſs being celebrated, 
the Princeſs appear'd, led on by two Biſhops, 
and follow'd by a Train of Lords behind. At 
the Sight of ſuch an enormous Crowd, and the 
ſplendid Preparations, Roderigo ſtood amaz'd; 
What, ſays he to himſelf, does this Villain 
mean to do with all this Clutter? Does he 
think to chace me away with his Shew ? Does 
not he know I have been us'd to the Pomps of 
Heaven, and the Uproars of Hell ; and Mar- 
theo ſtepping up and begging him to depart, An 
admirable Device! cry'd e(phegor you are to 
per ſuade me to it, I ſuppoſe, by your Proceſ- 
fion; aud this Stratagem is to ſave you from 
my 
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my Power and the Anger of the King? No, 
Raſcal, Scoundrel, Vagabond, I will make 
you ſwing for it ſtill. Mattheo intreated him 
over and over, and the other thundering out 
the ſame hideous Language, the Peaſant thought 
there was no more Time to be loſt, and givin 

the Signal with his Hat, the Inſtruments — 
up in full Chorus, and with a Bellowing Hea- 
ven-high march'd on towards the Scaffold. 
Roderigo erected his Ears at the Noiſe, and not 


knowing what it was, ſeem'd perfectly amaz'd, 


and ask'd Mattheo haſtily what was the Matter. 
The Matter, faid Mattheo in a Hurry, why, 
my good Friend, it is your Wife come to look 
after you in Paris. The Alteration the very 
Mention of his Wife made in poor Roderigo, 
is ſcarcely to be imagin'd; he never ſtaid to 
conſider whether ſhe was really there, or not; 
but without replying a word, ſlunk out of the 


Princeſs in a Conſternation, and ventur'd ra-' 


ther to go back to Hell before the Time, and 
ive an Account of his Errand, than to bear the 


atrimonial State again with ſuch Vexations, 


Inſults and Danger. At his Return, Belphegor 
confirm'd the Husbands Complaint, and con- 
vinc'd the Infernal Council of the Miſchiefs a 
Woman occaſions in a Family; and the Pea- 
ſant, who had craftily out-witted the Devil, 
went home in Triumph. 
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57 01 many Years ago, a Gentleman 
Þ Af of honourable Parentage in a Vil- 
lage of Eſtremadura made an Ex- 
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1 A, curſion, and, like another Prodigal, 
rambled over ſeveral Parts of Spain, 
| | Italy and Flanders, wantonly walſt- 
ing his Age and his Eſtate together. After va- 
rious Travels, his Parents being dead, and his 
Patrimony 1 conſum'd, he came to 

1 


ſettle in the great City of Seville, where he 


ſoon found convenient Opportunities to ſquan- 


der away the little which remain'd. Seeing 
himſelf therefore exhauſted of Money, and as 
deſtitute of Friends, he had Recourſe to the 
Remedy to which the Wretches of ruin'd For- 
tunes in that noble City uſually apply, a Voy- 
age to the Indies, the Refuge and Protection of 
the Deſperads's in Spain, the Sanctuary of Deb- 


tors, the Paſsport of Murderers, the Shelter of 


ingenious Gameſters, 4 60 ſtil'd Sharpers, 
the Lure of Ladies of Pleaſure, the general De- 
ception of many, and the particular Relief = 
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of few. In a Word, arriving juſt at the Time 
when a Fleet was putting off for Peru, he a- 
greed with the Admiral, and furniſhing himſelf - 
with Proviſion and other Neceſſaries, went on 
Board at Cadiæ, and bid Adieu to Spain. The 
Fleet weigh'd Anchor, and with a general Joy 
ſpread out their Sails to the Wind, which blew 
a buckſome Gale, and in a few Hours loſt Sight 
of Land, and enter'd on the wide and ample 
Plain of the great Father of the Waters, the 
mighty Ocean. | | 
UR Paſſenger fell now into a penſive Mood, 
revolving in his Thoughts the 1 of Dan- 
. he had gone thro' in the many Years of his 
andrings, and the ill Conduct he had been 
guilty of in Times paſt; and ſumming up the me- 
lancholy Account, made a firm Reſolution to 
change his Manner of Life, and if God ſhou'd 
ſend him any Riches again, to uſe them after a- 
nother Faſhzon, and avoid his former Extrava- 
gancies with the Women. The Fleet was al- 
moſt becalm'd, when Philip de Carrizales, the 
Gentleman who is the Subject of our Story, ſuf- 
fer'd theſe Agonies in his Mind; at length the 
Wind having, as it were, recover'd Breath, 
blew out amain, and puſh'd on the Ships with 
ſuch Violence, that not a Man on Board cou'd 
keep his Seat; this rous'd Carr:zales, and forc'd 
him to lay aſide his Muſing, and attend only to 
the common Dangers of the Voyage, which 
was ſo proſperous that without any De- 
lays, they arriv'd ſafe at the Port of Carta- 
ea. f 
To omit whatever is ergy to our Purpoſe; 
Philip was eight and forty Years old whel he 


went to the Ixdies, and in twenty Years 3008 
- 
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he continu'd there, by his Induſtry and Dili- 
gence, became Maſter of a hundred and fifty 
thouſand ieces of Eignt. Having poſſeſs'd 
himſelf of ſo noble a Fortune, he was touch'd 
with the natural Deſire which all Men feel in 
them after their native Country, and rejecting 
the fair Proſpe& of extraordinary Advantages 
which he had before bim, he left Pera, where 
he had acquir'd all this Treaſure, and having 
put it into Bars of Gold and Silver, and regiſter'd 
it, to avoid Inconveniencies, he embark'd for 
Spain, and landing at St. Lacar's, arriv'd at Se- 
ville fall of Years and Riches. His Cargo was 
deliver'd him by the Officers without any Stop 
or Trouble; and inquiring after his Friends, he 
found they were all Dead, upon which he re- 
ſolv'd to return to the Town where he was 
born, tho? he had already receiv'd News that 
not one of his Relations was living. If when 
he went to the Indies neceſſitous and poor, he 1 
was diſtracted with Multitudes of Imaginations, Þ 
which wou'd not let him reſt a Moment in the { 
midſt of the Sea, he was no leſs diſturb'd l 
with them now on Shoar, tho' on a different MH 
Account; for then he cou'd not ſleep for Po- | 
verty, and now his Riches robb'd him of his 4A 
#Reſt; Wealth being as much a Burden to _ 
him, who is not accuſtom'd to it, nor knows 
how to uſe it, as Poverty is to one who is al- 
ways opprelſs'd by it. Gold brings Cares with it, 
and Cares attend the Want of it; but the laſt 
are prevented by having a moderate Quantity, 


whereas the other are increas'd by having too 
much. | 


CARRIZALES's Thoughts ran inceſ- 
ſantly on his charming Ingots, not from the 
| — wretched 
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wretched Principle of a Miſer, for the few 
Years he had been a Soldier had taught him to 
be liberal; but his Concern was what to do with 
them: To keep them as they were, was of no 
Profit, and to hoard them in his Houſe wou'd 
be a Bait for the Covetous, and a continual In- 
vitation to Thieves. He had no Inclination to 
reſume the buſy Employment of Trading, and 
ſince, conſidering his Years, he had more than 
enough to ſupply him while he ſhou'd live, he 
was thinking to carry it down to the Place of 
his Nativity, and put it out to Intereſt, and paſs 
his old Age there in Eaſe and Quiet, giving to 
God all he cou'd, ſince he had already given 
more than he ought to the World. On the o- 
ther Hand, he reflected that the Country round 
about him was extreamly naked, the People 
very poor, and to ſettle there, wou'd be mak- 
ing himſelf the Mark of the Applications with 
which the Poor generally importune a rich 
Man who becomes their Neighbour; eſpecially 
when there is no other on the Spot for them to 
reſort to in their Diſtreſſes. He was very defi- 

rous alſo of having ſome Body to whom he might 
leave his Riches at his Death; and with this Deſign 
he examin'd the State of his Bodily Health and, 
Conſtitution, and fancy'd himſelf yet able to 
ſuſtain the Weight of Matrimony ; but the In- 
{tant he thought of it, a violent Fear aſſail'd 
him, which ſtartled him cruelly, and puff'd a- 
ſide his new Project like a Cloud before the 
Wind; for by his Temper he was the moſt 
jealous Man in the World, and tho? he was yet 

unmarry'd, the Imagination of it alone began 
to allarm him terribly, and tortur'd him you 
uc 
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fach hideous Apprehenſions, that he was more 
and more determin'd'not to marry 2 

HAVING reſolv'd thus far, but not being 
fix'd what Courſe of Life to purſue, it was his 
Fortune that as he was going along the Street 
one Day, he lifted up his Tex and ſaw a young 
Creature at a Window, who ſeem'd to be about 
thirteen or fourteen Years old, of ſo agreeable 
an Aſpect, and ſo beautiful, that not being able 
to defend himſelf, honeſt old Carrizales gave 
up the Weakneſs of his numerous Years to the 
budding Youth of Leonora, which was the Name 
of this lovely Maid. Immediately he fell into 
a Train of Diſcourſe with himſelf very eagerly. 
This Girl, ſays he, is handſome; and by 
what the Houſe ſhe is in promiſes by its Looks, 
ſne cannot be rich; ſhe is a Child, and her ten- 
der Years may prevent all uneaſy Suſpicions. 
I will marry her, and ſhut her up, and form 
her to my Hand; by which Means ſhe will 
know no other Way of living than what I 
teach her. I am not ſo 8 ws] as to de- 
ſpair of having an Heir. ether ſhe has a 
Fortune or not, it fignifies nothing, ſince Heaven 
has given me enough of my own for us both. 
A Man of Riches ſhow'd not marry for Riches, 
but to pleaſe himſelf, for this helps to add to 
his Life; whereas Diſcontent, matrimonial Ve- 
ration and Diſlike ſhorten it. In a Word, the 
Dyeisthrown, and this is the Lot which Heaven 
has put into my Hands. 

I he repeated this Soliloquy once, he re- 
peated it a hundred Times; and ſome Days af- 
ter he talk'd with Leonora's Parents, and under- 
ſtanding by them, that tho' they were poor, 
they were of an honourable Family ; he ac- 
quainted 
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uainted them with his Intention, and with his 
Qualicy and Eſtate, and defir'd their Conſent to 
his having their Daughter. They only ask'd a 
little Time to inform themſelves of what he 
had ſaid, and that he wou'd alſo inquire into 
the Truth of what they had cold him concerning 
their F age And thus they parted, and hav- 
ing made their mutual Inquiries, found Things 
to be as each Side had repreſented them. Upon 
which Leonora was eſpous'd to Carrizales, 
who firſt ſettled a thouſand Ducats on her for a 


Dowry, ſo inflam'd was the Heart of this jea- 


lous old Man with the Paſſion of Love. He 
had ſcarcely made her his own, when a Swarm 
of furious Suſpicjons ruſh'd on him at once, 
and tho? no Occaſion was offer*d, he began to 
tremble every Joint, and felt more Anxiety and 

are than he had ever experienc'd before. 

THE firſt Token he gave of his Jealous Diſ- 


poſition was, that he wou'd ſuffer no Man-Tay- 
lor to meaſure Leonora for the ſeveral Changes 


of Clothes he deſign'd to preſent . her, but 


look'd ont for ſome young Woman who was 


pretty near her Shape and Stature; and meetin 

at laſt with a poor Girl, who ſeem'd to be muc 

of the ſame Size, he took the Meaſure of her 
Waſte himſelf with a String, and compering it 
with his Spouſe's, found it anſwer'd tolerably 
well. By this Girl were the Cloths cut out and 
faſhion'd, and the Suits were ſo many and ſo 
rich, that Leonora's 8 thought themſelves 
very happy in having ſuch a Son-in-Law, both 
for their own Sakes, and for their Daughter's. 
Leonora herſelf was amaz'd. at her Finery, ha- 
ving never been us'd to any thing but a Serge 


Petticoat and a common Jacket of Taffety. 


THE 


The Jealous Eſtremaduran. 289 


TRE next Signof Suſpicion which broke from 
him was, that he wou'd not bed with his Wife, tif 
he had fitted up a Houſe of his on to receive 
her, which hedid in the following Manner. He 

rchas'd. a Houſe for twelve thouſand Ducats 


in from the Street. The Houſe. itfelf h e 
furniſh'd very richly, ſo that for Tapeſtries, f E- 
Fred an ſtate] 


with a branding Iron upon he 


» 3 
- 


ntratcted with a Purveyor 
Oviſions of all ſorts, bur 


* 
Keane 
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n Dr R r 28-8 +0. de 
*. Spaniſh; Torno, a hollow Wheel or Box, which turns 


— 


upon 4 Pin, by which the Nuns take in things from the 


Street. 10 18 1 N 5 1 7 ? 
+. 4 Part of the Floor raid higher than the ref, ufo 


| which the Women of Faſhion in Spain generally. | 
VoL. I. 0 8 9: upon 
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uþ6n Condition not to Heep in the Houſe, nor 
come arty neater than the Wheel, 55 Which he he 
22 to deliver in What be had bought. After 
this he put ont Part of his Money to Intereſt, 
in ſeveral Hands and upon good Security; and 
ſome of it he ſent to the Bank, and ſome he 
kept by hitn for any Occaſions. "He had alſo a 
Maſtet-Key ttizde for the whole Houſe, under 
Which he Joche bp the Stores of every Kind 
hieh he bought the Great and in the Sea- 
on, to ſetve err thro” the Year. 
THINGS being thus duly diſpos'd, he went 
to his Faber in Law's and demanded his Wife; 
her, Parents deftytr'd ber to him with Floods 
Tears, as if they were fending her out to her 
rave; the tender Lee who knew not yet 
Phat had befallen her, mingling Tears with her 
Parents, àsk'd thei tBieffing, a took her Leave 
of them; und was Ted home "by ber Husdand at- 
rended by her Staves and Women. As Won as 
they eniter'd the Door, Corizicley made a Speech 
2 a any. A ee ir lem, their _— 
tab T 00 Os t upon no Ac- 
far Win der 'any Pretence whatever, to 
er 5 ohe to e the inner Gate, 
DO. * the Negro-Euntth'who look'd to 
Be Mute. She to Whom he chiefty entruſted the 
natd and Entertülnmemt of Lebnora, Was a 
venerable Duenna of much Prudence and Gra- 
vity, whoſe Office was to be a Governeſs for his 
and àn Overfeer of the whole Family, 
d to command the Slaves, and the young 
Girtswhomhe N N 7 to his Wife, 
hangs, of an equa He promis d to afe 
1 Wen, e An 5 by odd not de = 
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fible of their Confinement, and that on Feſtival 
Days they ſhou'd conſtantly go out to hear 
Mass; but whenever he ventur'd them abroad, 
it was ſo early in the Morning, that the Light 
cord ſcarcely peep upon them when they went. 
On the other hand, the Slaves and Servants 
vow'd the utmoſt Fidelity, and to ſubmit to all 


his Orders without the leaſt Reluctance; and 


bis new Spouſe, ſhrinking up her Shoulders, and 
bowing. down ber Head, 791 büm, the had no 


Will dut that of her Lord and Husband, to 


vrhich ſhe ſhou'd ever pay a chearful Obedience. 

Tris wary Regulation being fix'd, and 
the Eſtremadaran thus happily ſettled in 
his Houſe, he began to enjoy, as well as he was 
able, the Fruits of Matrimony, which to Leo- 
nora, Who had never experienc'd any other; 
were neither pleaſing nor offenſive. She paſs'd 
her Time with the Dueuna, the Damſels and the 
Slaves; and they, to make it run off the mer- 


tier, were always junketing and ſporting, and 


not à Day went over their Heads, but the 
feaſted themſelves with a thonſand Soets's 


Sweat-Meats ; for honeſt Carrizales hid pros: 
vided them Honey and Sugar in ara?! | 
a 


They wanted for nothing; they abounded, a 


their Maſter was willing they ſhou'd, imaginin 


that by his liberal Indulgence he ſhou'd keep 


them eaſy and buſied, leave them no room 
to think of their Impriſonment. 3 
LEONO RA did as they did, and was one 
nong them in all their Games; and ſuch was 
her Simplicity, that ſhe even fell to making Ba- 
bies and other Toys, which ſhew'd the Inno- 
cence of her — the — au 
Ht 2 er 
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her Years. All which gave her Jealous Huſ- 
band infinite Satisfaction, who thought he had 
choſen the happieſt Life that cou'd be contriv'd, 
and that it was impoſſible for the Induſtry or 
Malice of Man-by any way to violate his Re- 
poſe. :He was continually bringing home Ra- 
«Cities of one ſort or another to his Wife, and 
deggin her to let him know any thing ſhe had 
a Mind to, and ſhe ſhou'd have it immediately. 
Turk Days ſhe went out to Maſs, which, as 
J ſaid, was at the firſt Bluſh of Dawn, her Pa- 
rents met her at the Church, and talk'd with 
her there before her Husband, who heap'd his 
Gifts on them ſo generouſly, that tho? they pi- 
'ty'd their Daughter for the ſevere Reſtraint in 
which ſhe liv'd, the valuable Preſents Carri- 
-zales was continually making them, moderated 
their Sorrow. „ THI ee 
His Cuſtom was to riſe very early, and wait 
till the Purveyor came, who had a Note left 
for him in the Wheel, of what Things he ſhou'd 
bring for the next Day. As ſoon as the Purveyor 
was gone, Carrixales went out, generally on 
Foot, locking the Street-Door and the Middle 
Gate after him, between which the Negro had 
| his Station. As he had but fittle Buſineſs, he 
Yoon diſpatch'd it, and return'd in -an Inſtant, 
and faſtening up both the Gates, diverted him- 
ſelf in dallying with kis Wife, and making mer- 
ry with his Servants, who Tov'd him at their 
earts, for his mild and familiar Temper, and 
eſpecially for his Generofity. Having accom- 
pliſh'd a Year of Probation in this Courſe of 
Life, they were determin'd to continue in it all 
their Days; and wou'd have done ſo, if the cun- 
ning 
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ning Diſturber of Mankind had not prevented: 

them, as you ſhall now hear. | 
TEIL me, he who thinks himſelf the moſt: 
diſcreet and wary of Men, what greater Precau- 
tions cow/d-antient Philip have us d? No Male- 
Creature was admitted within the Walls; not 
ſo much as a He-Cat to chaſe the Mice, nor a. 
Dog to ſcare the Thieves, but theſe Domeſtick , 
Animals were all of the Feminine-Gender: In 
the Day, the good old Man was perpetually 
plodding and Keeping his Wits at Work, and in. 
= Night he ſcarcely flept; he was the diligent 
entinel of his own Houſe, and the quick-ey'd 
Argos who inceſſantly watch'd this darling Trea- 
ſure ofhis Soul. ' The Thing call'd a Man, ne- 
ver ſhew'd his Head in the Place, no not ever 
within the outer Door. He talk'd with his 
Friends in the open Street; and the Figures in 
the Hangings in the Halls and Chambers, were 
only Women and harmleſs Flowers and Groves. 
The whole Houſe ſmelt of Honeſty, Retirement 
and Circumſpection; and in the Stories which 
the Servants told by the Fire- ſide in the long 
Winter Evenings, becauſe he was preſent, no- 
thing Laſcivious or Immodeſt was ever menti- 
ond. K DI44. 3-2 igri Þ | 
As the firſt Love of Virgins makes an Impreſ- 
ſion in their tender Hearts, like a Seal in Wax, the 
Silver Hairs of Carrizales ſeem'd to Leonora's 
Eyes like burniſh'd Gold; and his exceſſive 
Watchfulneſs of her appear'd a prudent Securi- 
ty. She thought, and verily believ'd, that all 
new-marry'd Women liv'd in the ſame Man- 
ner ; and never was uneaſy to go abroad, nor 
did her Inclination purſue any Thing, but what 
her Husband e, She ſaw the Streets * | 
NY | 3 | 7 
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ty on thofe Days'when ſhe went to Maſs, which 
was ſo early, that, unleſs at her Coming back, 
there was not Light enough to diſtinguiſh them. 
No Monaſtery was kept ſo cloſe, nor were any 
Nuns or Golden Apples ſo ſeverely guarded; 
yet with all this unutterable Vigilance and Care, 
the unfortunate Carrixales cou'd not poſſibly 
prevent his falling into the Miſchief he dreaded, 
or at leaſt believing it had caught him. 

TRERE is in Seville an idle diſſolute Genera- 
tion of ſpruce Fellows, commonly call'd Men 
of the Town, well-dreſs'd, uſeleſs, frivolous, 
and perfum'd; they abound in every Quarter, e- 
very Neighbourhood is infeſted with them, eſ- 
pecially the Dwellings of the Rich; concerning 
which trivial Species of Animals, their Habits, 
Faſhion of Life, and the Rules of laudable Con- 


duct they obſerve among themſelves, much 


might he ſaid; bur for ſober Reaſons I omit it. 
Oneof theſepretty Gentlemen,who went among 
his Companions by the Name of Smart, a Li- 
bertine young Batchelor, (which is a dangerous 
Creature to new-marry'd Folks) caſt his Eyes 
upon Carrizales's Houſe, and obſerving it to be 
always ſhut up, had a ſtrange Deſire to know 
who liv'd there; his Curioſity puſh'd him on ſo 
eagerly, that he enquir'd inceffantly, - and by 
Degrees diſcover'd the whole Affair; and 
learn'd the old Man's Humour, his Wife's 
Beauty, and how ſcrupulouſly he watch'd her. 
All this ſet him on Fire, to try whether it were 
not poſſible by Force or Cunning to win a For- 
trefs ſo cautiouſly defended. He imparted his 
Deſign to two or three of his Comrades, Who 
agreed to lend him their Aſſiſtance; for in En- 
terpriſes of this Nature, Adviſers and Aiders 

are 
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are never wanting. They were at. a Loſs by 
what Method to execute ſo difficult an Under 
taking, but after holding frequent Conſultations, 
7 upon this: 15115 W 

0 AYSA, ſo was this ſine Gentleman call 
under Pretence of going out of Town for a few 
Days, was to abſent himſelf from bis Acquain- 
tance and publick View, which he did accurd : 


ingly, and then equip'd himſelf for his Expediti · 


on; he put on a Pair of white Linnew Drawers, 
and a lovely Hollaud Shirt, and over them ſuch 
a-patch'd and tatter'd Suit, that no Alms-Man 
in the whole City had one fo ſhabby; he cut off 
Bart of his Beard, and ſtuck a huge Patch over 
one Eye, ty' d up one Leg in a String, and reſt - 
ing on a Couple of Crutches, transform'd him- 
ſelf ſo compleatly into a Cripple, that no one 
really halt and lame cou'd exceed him. In 
this Condition he plac'd himſelf every Night to 
beg at Carrizales's Gate, which was always faſt, 
and in the Court-yard between. the two Gates 
was Lew:s the Negro ſhut out upon Duty. 
Laayſa having taken his Poſt there one Evening, 
pulPd out a {mall greaſy Guittar, which wanted 
ſeveral Strings, and as he was ſomething of a 


Muſician, began A Set of merry I unes, 


and ſing, altering the Tone of his Voice to a- 
void being known: After this he ſung ſome 
facetious Ballads about the Moors and the Moor- 
iſh Women, in fo pleaſant a Manner, and with 
ſo good a Grace, that ali who were 1 ac 

the Street ſtoppꝰd to hear him, and the Boys 
and Girls ftock'd about him in Heaps. 

Tur Negro prick'd:up his Ears, and liſtning 
at the Keyhole, was in Franſports, and wou' 
freely have given an Arm to have been able to 
| | O 4 open 
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open the Gate, and hear his Fill, ſuch an Incli- 
nation have all the Negroes to Muſick. When 
Loayſa wanted to have his Audience leave him, 
he gave over finging, put up his Guittar, and 
took his Crutches and went off. 3 
Fou or five times Loayſa thus ſerenaded the 
Negro, to whom alone the Entertainment was 
addreſs'd, becauſe he judg'd it muſt be by him, 
that he was to make the firſt Breach in this Cita- 
del; nor was he miſtaken; for reſorting thither 
one Evening, as uſual, as he began to thrum 
his Guittar, he perceiv'd the Negro was liſtening 
very attentively; and going up cloſe to the Gate, 
with a low Voice, Can you give me, dear 
Lewis, ſaid he, (having heard his Name) a 
8 of Water, for I am almoſt dead with 
Thirſt, and cannot ſing another Note, I am fo 
dry. I cannot give you a Drop, anſwer'd the 
Negro, for I neither have the Key of the Gate, 
nor is there any Cranny thro* which to hand it 
out to you. Who keeps the Key then ? reply'd 
Loayſa : My Maſter, ſaid the Negro, who is the 
moſt jealous Man in the whole Creation, and if 
he ſhou'd know I was holding Diſcourſe here 
with any Body, it wou'd coſt me my Life: But 
pray, who are you that ask for Water? A poor 
Cripple, anſwer'd Loayſa; who get my Living 
by begging of good charitable Chriſtians; befides 
which, 1 alſo teach ſome 'Meors and: other poor 
People to play upon the Guittar; I have three 
Negro Slaves now among my Scholars, and 
have taught them ſo, that they are able to ſing or 
play any Dance whatever, or to any Company 
in the beſt Taverns in the City; and they have 
pay d me, Heaven bleſs them, very well for my 
ains. I wou'd pay you much better, cry'd 
** e -, 


The Jealous Eſtremaduran. 59 


Lewis, if 1 cou'd get an Opportunity to learn; 
but that is impoſſible; for my Maſter, when he 
goes out in a Morning, locks the Street-Gate 
after him, and ſo likewiſe when he teturns, and 
leaves me ſnut out between that and the Houſe. 
I proteſt, Lew:s, anſwer'd Loayſa, if you cou'd 
find a Way to let me in ſometimes in an Even- 
ing, to ſhew you a few Leſlons, in leſs than a 
Fortnight I will bring you to handle the Guittar 
ſo well, that you need not be aſham'd to play in 
any Street of the Town; for you muſt know, I 
have an unuſual Dexterity ia teaching; and be- 
fides, I have been told, you have an admirable 
Capacity; and by what I find already, and can 
Judge by the Pitch of your Voice, which is a 
reble, you muſt certainly ſing extremely well. 

I do-not fing much amiſs, that's true, cry'd the 
Negro; but what am I the better for it? ſince I 
know no Tune, but that of Eſtrella de Venus, 
and Por un verde Prado, and that which is now 
ſo much in Requeſt, which begins, Alos hierros 
de una rejala turbida mano aſida. Theſe are all 
Trifles, anſwer'd Loayſa, to what I can teach 
you; I know the Songs of the Moor Abindarraez, 
and his Lady Xara, and the whole Hiſtory of 
Sophy Tomunibeyo, with theſe of the Sarabanda, 
which are ſo exquiſite that the Porzxgaezethem- 
ſelves are in Raptures at them. And I teach all 
theſe ſo happily, and with ſo much Eaſe, that 
if you ſhou'd happen to be a little low of Appre- 
henſion, before you have ſwallow'd half a Buſhel 
of Salt, you ſhall be a firſt-rate Maſter upon the 
Guittar. af „ 
Arx this the Negro drew a Sigh; And what 
does all this ſignify, ſaid he, ſince I have no way 
to let you into the Houſe? That may eaſily be 
2 | Os done, 
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done, anſwer'd Loayſa; do you contrive to get 
our Maſtet's Keys, and T will help you to a 
iece of Wax, upon which you may take offthe 
Impreflion of the Wards, and for the Love E 
bear you, I will procure a Lock-Smith of my 
Acquaintance, an ingenious Workman, to make 
us a Set of Keys by which I carr come in at 
Night, and teach you, my Boy, better than 
Preſter 777 of the Indies: Tis a thouſand Pities 
L proteſt, ſuch a Voice as yours ſhouw'd be loſt 
for want of being help'd by the Guittar; for I 
muſt tell you, Brother Lewzs, the beſt Voice in the 
World loſes its Grace, when it is not #ecompa- 
ny'd by an Inftrument, whether it be the Guit- 
far, the Cymbal, the Organ, or the Harp. But 
that which fits your Voice beſt is the Guittar, 
and I won'd adviſe you to that, as being the 
RandieR and the cheapeſt of any. I am of your 
Opinion, cry'd the Negro; but your Project is 
impoffible, becauſe I never have the Keys in my 
Power; for my Maſter never lets them go out of 
his Hands, but lays them conftantly every Night 
under his Pillow. Do this then, reply'd Loay- 
A, if you have a Mind to be a finiſh'd Muſician, 
but if you have no Fancy for it, I have done, 
and ſhall trouble my felf no farther. A Fancy 
for it! ſaid Lewis; ay by the Maſs L have, and 
Tuch a ſtrong one, that I will leave nothing un- 
attempted that is in the Power of Man to do, if 
I were but ſure of coming to twang the Guittar 
Iike a Maſter. Do this then, anſwer'd Loayſa, 
make a little Hole by removing fome Earth near 
the Hinges, and I will give you in a Pair of 
Pincers and a Hammer, by which you may ve- 
Jy cally draw the Nails of the Lock in the 
ight, and faſten it on again in a trice, ſo that 

| it 


it wilt never be diſcern'd; and when I am ſhut 
up with you in your Hay-loft, or wherever you 
lye, I hall diſpatch the Bufineſs I ſpeak of ſo 
expeditiouſly, for the ſake of my own Reputati- 
on, and of improving your admirable Genius, 
that you ſhall find the Succeſs beyond what 1 
have faid. As to Proviſions, never trouble your 
ſelf, for ſhall bring enough with me to ſerve us 
both for eight Days or better; for the Scholars 
and Friends I have will not let me want. Nay, 
cry'd the Negro, we need be in no Pain about 
Victuals, for my Maſter's Allowance and the 
Fragments I have from: the Slaves in the Houſe, 
will be ſafficient to keep two more beſide ous 
ſelves. Therefore only bring the Hammer and the 
Pincers, and I wartant you, I will openaCran- 
ny to take them in, and fill it up again fo _ 
with. Clay, that it ſhall not be diſcern'd ; a 
tho“ I ſhou'd have Occaſion to ſtrike ſeveral 
Blows in getting off the Lock, my Maſter lyes 
at ſuch a Diſtance from the Gate, that it muſt 
be a Miracle, or ſome ſtrange il} Luck, if he 
hears. . Fs Nia . ; 4 l 
We will ran the Riſque of that, ſaid L aayſq, 
and in two Days, Lew, you ſhall have. every 
thing neceffary to put our noble Defign in Exe- 
eution; in the mean time, let me adviſe you to 
abſtain from all Phlegmatie Meats, 8 are 
utwholeſome, and prejudice the Voice. 
is nothing makes me fo hoarſe, anſwer'd the 
Negro, as Wine, and yet I wou'd not leave it 
off for all the Voices in the World. I never 


meant you ſhou'd, ſaid Loayſa; far be it from 


me to hinder you; yes, drink, Son Lewis, drink 
on, and much Good may it do thee, for Wine 
moderately taken never did any Harm. I al- 

Ways 
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ways drink it by Meaſute, reply'd. the Negto; 1 
have a Pitcher which contains juſt three Pints, 
which the Slaves fill for me, without my Ma- 
ſter's Knowledge, and the Purveyor helps me to 
a Runlet by (tcalth, which holds as many Quarts, 
and ſerves ine when the other is out. Exactly 
my own way of living, anſwer' d Loayſa, and it 
is certainly right, for a dry Throat can neither 
Whiſtle nor Sing. Fare you well, ſaid the Ne- 
gro; but pray do not forget to come and ſing here 
in an Evening: till you have got the Tools for 
me to make your Way in, for my Fingers itch 
already to be thruming the Guittar. I will cer- 
tainly come, ſaid Loayſa, and briug ſeveral new 
Tunes with me, Raviſhing! cry'd the Negro, 
but do not leave me, I beg of. you, before you 
ive me one Song more; 1 ſhall ſleep the ſweeter 
or it; and as for paying you, troth, Sir, as poor 
as Jam, I will pay you better than many a one 
that is rich. I ſhall make no Words with you, 
ſaid Loayſa about that; you ſhall pay me, as you 
eome forward in Learning ; but pray mind this 
Tune; tho' when I once get in, I will ſnewy you 
ſome which are much better. With all my 
Heart, reply'd the Negro; and their long Dia- 
logue being ended, Loayſa ſung a pleaſant Bal- 
lad, which ſo delighted the Negro's Fancy, that 
he was in Agonies till, the Hour camefor himto 
open mne Sie. teig be on 9h, 
ILO ASA was ſcarcely. gone from the Door, 
but he made more Haſte, than his Crutches pro- 
mis'd, to give his Companions an Account of 
his fortunate Beginning, from which he pro- 
phecy d the happy Concluſion he expected. He 
found them together, and told them the Mea- 
ſures he had fix d with the Negro; and the next 


Day 


TY 
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5 him with Inſtruments that 
wou'd ſnap any Nail aſunder, like a rotten 
Stick. Nor did he fail to ſerenade the Negro, 
nor the Negro to 3 out a Cranny to take in 
the Tools his merry Maſter was to bring him, and 
to ſtop it up again ſo ſmoothly, that unleſs ſome 
malignant and ſuſpicions Eye were to view it, 
it wou'd not be perceiv d. 

Uf on the ſecond Night, Loayſ- 


Day 


:0ayſa brought 
Lewis the Tools, and Lewis fell to work im- 
mediately; and without much ſtraining drew all 
the Nails, and opening the Door with the Plate 
of the Lock in his Hand, admitted his dear Or- 
pheus ; but when he faw him with his Crutches 
and his Rags, and his Leg dangling in a Sling, 
he ſtood; amaz'd; but the Patch upon his Eye 
Loayſa had laid aſide, as being no longer neceſſary: 
As ſoon as he enter'd, he embrac'd his lovely 
Diſciple, and kiſſing his Cheek, deliver'd into 
his Hands a Bottle of Wine, a Bor of Con- 
ſerves, and other Sweet-meats, of which he had 
brought good Plenty in his Wallet, and fling- 
ing away his Crutches, as if nothing ail'd him, 
he began to cut ſeveral Capers, at which the 
Negro was aſtoniſh d; Brother Lewis, ſays 
Loayſa to him, my Lameneſs does not proceed 
from Infirmity, but Deſign; it maintains me as 
1 beg for my Bread; and by the Help of this, 
and my Muſick, I live the pleaſahteſt Life in 
the World; whereas thoſe who have not ſo 
much Induſtry and Wit are rey to famiſh, as 
I ſhall ſhew you in the Courſe of our Acquain- 
tance. :; Time will ſhew, anſwer'd the Negro, 
but firſt let us ſee to put the Lock on again, ſo 
that we may not be diſcover'd. With all my 
Heart, ſaid Leayſa, aud pulling ſome Nails on 
| * 0 
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of his Wallet, they faſten d it to the Place as 
well as it was before; at whichthe Negro was 
wonderfully pleas d; and Loayſa climbing up 
into the Lodging in the Hay- loft, aceommoda- 
ted himſelf as well as he cou de. 
LEWIS lighted a Warx-Candle imme- 
diately, and Loayſs taking out his Guirtar, 
touch'd it ſo gently and fo fweetly, that 
the poor Negro was. in Eeſtaſies. Having 
play'd a little, he treated his new Scholar 
with a ſecond Collation, who-ply'd the Bottle 
ſo briskly with his Sweet , that the Wine 
teſt him more tranſported than the Mufick. This 
being over, it was agreed that Lewis ſhou'd be- 
gin Leſſon out of hand; and as the poor Ne- 
gro's Brains were over-flown four Inches deep 
with Wine, he cou'd not hit one Fret, and yet 
Loayſa made him believe he had learn'd two 
Tunes at leaſt, and play'd them to Perfection, 
and al! Night-long he did nothing but fumble 
a Guittar, which was out of Tune, and 
wanted the principal Strings. | 
Ax laſt they fell a-ſleep; and about Siz a 
Clock in the Morning Carrizales came- down, 
and open d the Houſe-Door, and the Gate next 
the Street, and ſtood waiting for the Purveyor, 
who ſoon came, and gave in the Proviſions by 
the Wheel; after which Carrizales call'd up the 
Negro to take the Barley for the Mule, and his 
own Allowance, and then went out, leaving 
both the Doors lock'd after him, without per- 
ceiving what had been done to that of the Streep; 
at which the Maſter and Scholar in the Loft 
were not a little rejoyc'd. 
Tu good Man's Back was ſcarcely turn'd, 
when the Negro ſnatch'd up the Guittar, and 
twang'd. 
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twang' d it ſo vehemently, that all the Maid 
Setrvants heard him, and calling to him thro? the 
Wheel, What is the Matter, 1? faid'they, 
how did you eome by a Guittar? Who gave it 
you? Who gave it me, anſwer'd he? Why the 
fineſt Muſician in the World, who promi- 
fes to teach me in lefs than fix Days above fix 
thouſand Songs. And where is this wonderful 
Mufician * cry'd the Dwenns; Not a great way 
off, anfwer'd the Negro'; and-if it were not for 
Shame, and the Fear lam in of my Maſter, Icou'd 
frew him you preſently, and trotir you wouꝰd be 
glad to ſee him. Where can — reply d the Dz- 
enna, that we can have a Sight of him, fince not a 
Man ever enter'd into this Houſe, befide our 
Mafter. True, ery'd the Negro, but I ſhall ſay 
no more till yo fee what I have told you, for tis 
certain he has 5 me in as ſhort a Fime as I 
ſaſd. Trotz, anfwer'd the Dsenna, unleſs you 
have got fome Devil for your Maſter, I don't 
know who cou'd make you 4 Muſician in ſo 
little a Time. D' ye think ſ6 ? ſaid the Negro; 
well, you ſhalt one Day fee and hear him your 
ſelf. That can never be, ery'd another of the 
Wenches, for we have no Windows to the 
Street, by which to fee or hear any Thing, No 
matter, reply'd the Negro, there is x Remedy 
for every Thing but Death; eſpecially if you 
know how, or are able, to hold your Peace. 
Hold our Peace! quoth one of the Slaves; we 
will be more ſilent than Mutes themſelves; I 
9 Lewis, J am almoſt dead to hear a ere 

oice, for ever ſince we have been ſhut up here,. 
we have not heard ſo much as the Chirping of 

the Birds. DE e | 
LOATSA liſtned with much Satisfaction to 
this Converſation, which ſeem'd to open . 
ay 


> 


304 The Jealous Eſtremaduran. 
Way to the Execution of his Deſires, and was 
ö by ſome good Fortune to produce the 
eans he wanted. The Wenches retir'd, after 
the Negro had promisꝰd to call them when they 
leaſt expected it, to hear an admirable Singer; 
and being afraid his Maſter ſnou'd come back, 
and. catch him talking with them, he left them, 
and withdrew to his Apprement, His. Fingers 
itch'd to thrum over a Leſſon, but he durſt not 
venture upon it in the Day, leſt Carr:zales ſhou'd 
hear him, who return'd - ſoon after, and 
faſtening} the Gates according to his Cuſtom, 
lock'd himſelf into the Houſe. / $; 
WHEN his Dinner was given him ont the 
next Day by the Wheel, Leis told the Negra- 
Maid who byought it, that if they all came down 
that Night to the Wheel, as ſoon as his Maſter 
was-aſleep,. they ſhou'd, hear the Voice he had 
promis'd them, without fail. The Truth is, that 
before he mention'd this, he had, begg'd his 
Guittar-Maſter with a World of Intreaties, to be 
pleasꝰd to ſing and play that Night at the Wheel, 
that he might be able to keep his Word with 
the Maids, to let them heat a charming Voice, 
affuring him he wou'd win their Hearts by it. 
His Maſter conſented at laſt to do. that which 
was his own Deſire, more than the Negro's; 
but told him, he did it purely to gratity him, an 
not for any Iatereſt of his own. I he Negro 
embrac'd him, and kiſs'd his Cheek in Token of 
his Gladneſs at ſo extraordinary a Favour, and 
entertain'd him ſo well that Day, that Loayſa 
perhaps wou'd not have mended his Table it he 
had:eat at hOgne.: 2 -ftiogey et oat 4c; 
THe Night came; and in the Middle of it, 
or thereabout, there began to be a Whiſpering 
in 
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in the Wheel, by which Lewis preſently under- 
ftood his Company was met; and calling hi 
Maſter, they came down from the Hay-loft wit 
the Guittar, well ſtrung, . and in better Tune. 
Lewis ask'd, Who, and how many of them 
were there to hear? They anſwer'd, All, ex- 
cept their Miftreſs, who was in Bed with her 
Husband; at which Loayſa was heartily griev'd; 
however he reſolv'd to ſet his Project on foot, 
and pleaſe his Scholar; and ſoftly touching the 
Guittar he play'd ſo melodiouſly that the Negro 
was out of his Wits, and the Maids ſtood en- 
tranc'd to hear him: Who can expreſs their 
Rapentes, When he play'd, With Grig.l languiſh, 
and concluded with the enchanting .I une of the 
Sarabanda, which was then new-in Spain. The 
old ones cou'd not forbear ſhaking their Feet 
and the Young fell gayly into a Dance, an 
the whole was manag'd with a deep Silence, and 
Centinels were planted and Spies ſet, to give 
Notice if the old Man happen'd to wake. Lo- 
ay/a after this ſung a Ballad extremely taking, 
with which he ended; his Auditors preſs'd th 
egro very eagerly, to tell them who this mi- 
raculous Muſician was; A poor Beggar, he ſaid, 
but the moſt ingenious and genteel of all that 
wretched Societyin Seville. They deſir'd him 
to contrive that they might ſee him, and not to 
pare wet him under a Fortnight, and they wou'd 
t him want nothing. They ask'd him then 
how he had. brought him in, to which Lewss 
made no Anſwer; and only ſaid, if they had a 
Mind to fee him, they ſhou'd bore a ſmall'Hole 
in the Wheel, which they might ſtop up after- 
wards with Wax; and that as to keeping him in 
the Houſe, he wou'd undertake it. 7 92 
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LOAYSA alſo ſpoke to them himfelf, and 
in ſo handſome a Manner, that they ſoon per- 
ceiv'd ſuch Language cou'd not proceed from a 
Beggar. r him ta be at the ſame 


Place another Night, and they wou'd prevail on 
their Miſtreſs to bear them Company, in ſpite 
of the Watchfulneſs of her Husband, which 
was not owing ſo much to his Years as to his 
Jealouſy. Loayſa anſwer'd, that if they were 
willing to hear him without being interrupted 
by the old Man, he wou'd give them a Powder 
to put into his Wine which Fon'd keep him in a 
ſound Sleep beyond his uſual Time. Heavens 
cry'd one of the Wenches, if this be true, what 
good Fortune is come within our Doors, with- 
out our perceiving or deferving it; this will not 
be a Powder of Sleep for my Mafter, but a Pow- 
der of Life for us all, and for my poor Miſtreſs 
Leonora, his Wife, who is never from him by 
Day nor by Night, nor Ioſes Sight of him for a 
Moment, Ah, gentle Sir, for! 74 ſake, and 
as you value our Bleſſing on your Deſigus, bring 
the Powder you ſpeak of, and loſe no Time; bring 
it, I ſay, and J offer my Service to mix it in the 
Wine, and be his Skinker; and Heaven grant 
the old Gentleman may ſteep three whole Days 
tound with their Nights, that we may be merry 
as many. Iwill certainly bring it, ſaid Loayſa, 
and the Nature of it is to do no Hatm, but only 
to throw thoſe who. take it intq a deep Sleep, 
LL, | all canjur'd him to let them have it with- 
out, Delay; and agreeing ee 
the. Wheel againſt another Night, and bring 
their Lady with them to ſee and hear him, they 
mutually took their Leave. The Negro, tho! it 
was almoſt Break of Day, wou'd — a a 

ſſon 
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Leſfon Loayſa gave him, who perſuaded. him 
that he had never found a better Ear among all 
his Scholars, while the poor Creature did not 
13 nor ever wou'd, how to raiſe one 
ote. 

LOAYS A's Friends were eareful to 
liſten every Evening at the Street-Gate, in caſe 
he ſnou'd have any Thing to ſay to them, or 
ſhowd want Aſſiſtance; and Loayſa perceiving 
by a Signal agreed upon between them, that they 
were there, inforny'd them briefly thro? the Cre- 
vice, of the happy Succeſs of his Affair, and in- 
treated them to provide him ſomething which 
wov'd cauſe Sleep, to give to Carr:zales, for he 
had heard there were fome Powders which 
wou'd produce that Effect. They told him they 
knew an Apothecary, who wou'd help them to 
the beſt: Medicine of that kind he con'd, and 
having encourag'd him to purſue his Enter- 
priſe, and promis'd to farniſh- him with the Pre- 
ſcription the next Night, they parte. 

_-NrewT- came, and at the Call of the Guit- 
tar the whole Neſt of Pigeons flock'd together, 
and: with them came the innocent Leonora, fear- 
ful and trembling left her Husband ſhov'd a- 
wake; the Terror of whieh was ſo great, that 
ſhe was very unwilling to venture: Her Servants 
ſaid fo many Things to her of the Sweetnefs 
of the Muſick, the fine Behaviour of the 
Muſician, eſpecially the Dwewna, who, without 
having ſeen him, extoll'd and prais'd him above 
Abſolom and Orpbens, that the harmlefs unwary 
Lady being over-rayYd' by them, conſented ta 
do that to which ſhe neither had nor ever w-] .ͥ 
have had an Inclination. £ 10 | 4 "OY N 
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IT. E firſt Thing they did, was to bore a Hole 
thro' the Wheel in order to ſee; the Muſician, 
who was not then in a Beggar's Habit, but with 
wide-knee'd Breeches of a Murrey-colour'd 
Taffety, a Doublet of the ſame lac'd with Gold, 
a Monteer-Cap of Sattin of the ſame Colour, 
with a Band curiouſly ſtarch'd, and a clean Pair 
of Ruffles; all which he had taken Care to bring 
with him in his Wallet, imagining he might 
have an Occaſion to change his Dreſs. He was 
young, handſome, and of a gracefut- Perſon ; 
and as they had Time enough to ſurvey. himful- 
ly, and compare him with-their old Maſter, be 
appear'd a perfect Angel in their Eyes. One 
peep'd at him thro* the Augar-Hole, and then 
immediately another, for they were all a-gog to 
gate; and that they might ſee him the better, the 

egro walk'd round him with a Wax-Taper 
lighted, and held it to him from Head to Foot. 
When every one, even the poor Negra-Wenches, 
had had a View, Loayſa took up his Gaittar, and 
ſung ſa raviſhingly, that they were all aſtoniſh'd, 
from the aged —— to the youngeſt Girl 
in the Company; and begg'd Lew:s to contrive 
ſome Way to get this delicious Maſter of his 
into the Houſe, that they might bear; and 
ſee him more conveniently i than at ſuch a 
Diſtance thro? 2 narrow Hole in the Wheel; 
and that they might not be: oblig'd to be 
fo far off from their Maſter, who might ſur- 
priſe them on a ſudden, and catch them in the 

act; which wou'd be impoſſible if they had the 
uſician among them privately in the Houſe. 
eonora oppos'd this warmly, and ſaid there 
ou'd no ſuch Thing be done, nor any. Ad- 
mfttanceallow'd; that they ought to * 
8 for 
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for they cou'd ſee and hear him from thetice 
with Safety, and without Danger to their Ho- 
nour. Honour! cry'd the Dnenna; the King 
has enough for us all; pray ſhut up your Lady- 
ſhip with your Merhxſalem, and leave us to 
make merry as we can. Beſides, this Gentle- 
man ſeems to haveſo much Honour in him, that 
he will deſire nothing of us, but what we ſhall 
deſire our ſelube s. aft 
- LADIES, ſaid Loayſa upon this, IL came hi- 
ther with no other Intention than to ſerve yo 
all to the utmoſt of my Power, pitying you at 
my Heart for this unparallel'd Confinement, and 
the Time you unprofitably loſe in this ſevere 

ſort of Life. I am a Man, by the Head of my 
Father, ſo harmleſs, ſo mild, of ſo gentle a 
Diſpoſition, and ſo obedient, that I alf do on- 
ly juſt what you did me; and if any one of you 
ſhall ſay,” Friend fit here, Friend go thit her, lie 
there, or ' keep here, | ſhall do it as readily as 
the tameſt beſt-train d Dog, that dances for the 
King of France. If he will do thus, ſaid Leo- 
nora, I think we may een let him in; but what 
Method is there to do it? An eaſy one, an- 
ſwer'd Loayſa: If you will take the Impreſſion 
of the Key of the Middle-Gate in Wax, LWill 
get one made by it againſt To-morrow Night, 
which thall ſerve our Purpoſe. In taking the 
Print of that Key, ſaid one of the Wenches, we 
take all the reſt in the Houſe; for this is the 
Maſter-Key. It will not be the worſe for that 
reply d Loayſa. True, ſaid Leonora; dut firſt 
let him ſwear,” that when he is come in, he will 
do nothing elſe than ſing and play, when we 

order him, and that he will ſubmit to be ſnut up 
and confin'd,: where we ſnall de able to age 
| dim. 
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him. I ſwear it, anſwet'd Loayſa. That Oath 
ſigniſies nothing, cry d Leonora, he muſt ſwear 
by the Life of his Father, and by the Cruciſix, 
which he ſhall kiſs before us all. I ſwear, ſaid 
Loayſa, by the Life of my Father, and by this 
Sign of the Craſs, which I kiſs with my un- 
worthy Mouth ; and making a Sign of the Croſs 
with two Fingers, he kiſs'd it three times. This 
being done, another of them pray'd him not to 
forget the Powder, for that was the principal Ar- 
tele. | 1 . 2347 
Wir this ended the Converſation of the 
Night, both Parties reſting highly pleas'd with 
the Agreement they had made; and Fortune, 
which conducted oy vin Affairs from good to 
better, brought his Friends into the Street a- 
bout two Hours after Mid- night; who making 
the uſual Signal, which was to play on a Jews- 
Harp, Loayſa call'd to them, and acquainted 
them how Matters ſtood with him, and deſir'd 
them to bring him the Powder or ſome other 
Medicine, to lay Carrizales to ſleep: informing 
themalſo concerning the Maſter-Key. They told 
him, he ſhou'd have the Powder the next Night, 
or an Ointment, whoſe Virtue was ſuch, that 
if it were ſmear d upon the Wriſts and the Tem- 
ples, it wou'd cauſe fo profound a Sleep, that 
a Man wou'd not be able to wake in two Days, 
unleſs the Parts which were anointed were 
waſh'd-with Vinegar ; and that if he gave them 
out the Print of the Key he ſpoke of, they wou'd 

have Que made immediate x. | 
"AFTER this they withdrew ; and Loayſa and 
bis Scholar ſlept the little Part of the Night 
which: remain d. Leayſa waited with the ut - 
moſt; Impatience ſor the Hour appointed, = 
ſee 
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ſee if they wou'd keep their Promiſe with him 
about the Key. Tho' Time to People in Ex- 
> ror ſeems flow and lingring, it makes no 

Jalt, but moves on as ſwiftly as their Thoughts, 
and at laſt the Point defir'd arrives. Thus the 
Night came, and the wonted Hour of repairing 
to the Wheel, whither flock'd all the Servants of 
the Houſe, great and ſmall, white and black, 
for they were all defirous to ſee this charming 
Muſician within their Seraglio; but L. eonon was 


not with them; and Leayſa asking for her, they 
anſwer d the was 4n Bed with her — who 


had lock'd his Chamber-Door, -and laid the Key 
under his Pillow; and that as ſoon as the old 
Man was a- ſleep, ſhe faid ſhe wou'd ſteal the 
Mlaſter · Key, and take it off in ſome Wax, which 
the had prepar d and work'd to a proper Tem- 
per for that Deſign; and that they were to go 
in a little while, and receive it at the Hole which 
LO AYSA was amar d at the old Man's Cau- 
tion; but was not at all difcourag'd in his At- 
tempt. At this Inſtant, he heard the Jews-Hacrp, 
and running to the Gate, found his Friends were 
thete, who gave him a ſmall Gally- pet of the 
Ointment they had mention d. Loeyſs Was o- 
ver- joy d at the Preſent, and begg'd them to ſtay a 
Moment till he brought them the Maſter-Key ; 
and returning to the Wheel, bid the Duma, 
who was the moſt eager for his Entrance, to 
carry it to her Miſtreſs, and acquaint her with 
its Properties, and perſuade her to andint her 
: with it ſo gentiy, that he might not 
perceive it, und ſhe ſhow'd ſee Wonders. | 
Tux Dues did as ſhe was requir'd, and 
roming to the Gar's-hole found Leonora was 
5 waiting 
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waiting for her there, laid flat at her Length up- 
on the Ground, with her Face to the Hole. 
The Dueuna ſtretch'd het ſelf along in the ſame 
Manner, and clapping her Mouth to her Mi- 
ſtreſs's'Ear, inform*d her with a low Voice that 
ſhe had bronght her an Ointment, and how ſhe 
was to uſe it. Leonora took the Ointment, but 
ſaid, ſhe cou'd by no means get the, Key from 
her Husband, becauſe he had not put it under 
his Pillow as uſual, but between the two Quilts. 
and as it were under the very Middle of his Bo- 
dy; but order'd her to tell the Muſick-Maſter, 
that if the Ointment took Effect, as he repre- 
ſented, they cou'd eaſily command the Ke 
whenever they pleas'd, and there was no Neceſ- 
fity to print it upon Wax; ſhe-charg'd her to de- 
liver this Meſſage preſently, and come back to 
ſee how the Ointment work' d, for ſhe wou'd 
anoint the old Man with it out of Hand. The 
Duenna executed her Miſtreſs's Inſtructions to 
Loayſa, who then diſmiſs'd his Friends, who 
ſtood waiting for the lex. 9d i 
LEONORA, trembling and ſcarcely dar- 
ing to draw her Breath, began to anoint the Pul- 
ſes of her jealous Husband, and then his No- 
ſtrils; dut when ſhe came to them, ſhe thought 
he ſtarted, and was almoſt dead with Fear, leſt 
he ſhou'd ſurpriſe her in the Fact. In a Ward, 
ſhe went thro' the Work as well as ſhe cou'd, 
and anointed all thoſe Places, which they ſaid 
were neceſſaty, and as it were embalm'd him 
fot his Funeral. 4-234 
I was not long before the Ointment gave 
manifeſt Tokens of its Virtue; for the old Man 
immediately began to ſnore ſo loud, that he might 
have been heard into the Street; which 2 5 
17 ars 
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Ears was ſweeter Muſick, than pe [yp was to 
the Negro. Vet being not fully aſſur'd by what 
ſhe ſaw, ſhe went cloſe to him, and jogg'd him 
a little, and then ſomething more, and again 
more ſmartly, to try if he wou'd wake; and 
| ſo bold at laft, that ſhe roll'd him from 
ide to Side ; without breaking his Sleep. When 
ſhe perceiv'd this, ſhe haften'd to the Hole, and 
with a Voice as gentle as before, calling to 
the Duenna, who was waiting there; Give 
me Joy, ſays ſhe, Carrizales fleeps ſounder 
than a Man in his Grave: Why don't you take 
away the Key then? cry'd the Daenna; the Mu- 
fician has waited for it above an Hour. Stay I 
beg you, anſwer'd Leonora, while I look for it; 
and turning up the Bed-cloaths, ſhe thruſt her 
Hand between the two Quilts, and drew out 
the Key, the old Man being totally inſenſible; 
and holding it in her Hand, ſhe fell to leaping 
for Joy, and in a trice unlock'd her own Cham- 
„and the Duenna's, who receiv'd it 
with all the Tranſport imaginable. Nh 

LEONORA order'd them to let in the Mu- 
ſician, and carry him into the Gallery, becauſe ſhe 
durſt not be far fromthence, for fear of what might 
happen; above all, ſhe charg'd them to make 
him ratify his Oath anew, to do nothing but 
what they ſhou'd bid him; and if he refus d to 
confirm it, and ſwear over again, by no means 
to let him enter. It ſhall be ſo, cry'd the Duen- 
za, and by my Troth he ſhall not ſet a Foot here 
unleſs he firſt ſwears, and ſwears again, and 
kiſſes the Croſs fix times. Do not limit him, 
ſaid Leonora, let him kiſs itas often as he pleaſes; 
but ſee that he ſwears by the Life of his Ance- 

Vo. I. N ſtors, 
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ſtors, and by all he holds dear; for then we ſhall 
be ſafe, and have our Fill of hearing him ſing 
and play, and on my Soul he does them bothde- 
liciouſly; go then, without farther Delay, that 
we may not ſpend the Night in talking. 

- THE honeſt Daeuna tuck'd up her Train, 
and flew with an incredible Swiftneſs to the 
Wheel, where the whole Family was waiting ; 
and having ſhewn them the Key, there was ſuch 
2 general Joy that they lifted her up in their Arms, 
like a Profeſſor at his Election, crying, Lon 
live the Governeſs ; eſpecially when ſhe tol 
them, they did not need to counterfeit the Key; 
for after the rate the old Man flept with his Oint- 
ment, they cou'd eaſily uſe it as often as they 
wou'd. Very well, cry'd one of the Wenches, 
open the Door then, and let the Gentleman 
come in, who has danc'd Attendance ſo long, 
and let us make amerry Mufick-Bout, and have 
a Sight of him, ſince that is to be all. But there 
is ſomething more to be done, reply'd the Dz- 
exna, than to ſee; we muſt make him take an 
Oath, as hedid the other Night. He is ſogood, 
anſwer'd one of the Slaves, that he will not ſcruple 
an Oath. At this the Daeuna open'd the Door, 
and holding it a-jar, call'd to Loayſa, who heard 
all thro? the Hole at the Wheel; he came to the 
Door, and wou'd have enter'd at once, but the 
Duenna put him back with her Hand; Sir, ſaid 
fhe, you muſt know, that all of us who are in 
this Houſe, are, upon my Conſcience, as good 
Virgins as the Mothers that bore us, except my 
Miſtreſs; and tho“ by my Looks perhaps you 
may fancy Tam forty Years old, Ican aſſure you, 
I am not quite thirty; for I want two — 
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and a half, as I ama Sinner; and if 1 happen to 
ſeema little oldiſh, as *twere, by my Face, tis all 
owing to Diſappointments and Troubles and 
Grief, which, you know, Sir, alter one ſtrange- 
ys and clap ſeveral Years upon our Backs more 
than n to us, according as we lay them to 
Heart. This being ſo, as in Truth it is, there is 
no Reaſon that in Exchange for hearing two or 
three Songs, we ſhou'd run the Riſque of loſi 
ſuch a Stock of Virginity, as is ſhut up in theſe 
Walls; for even the poor Negra Devil here, 
call'd Guiomar, is a Virgin; and therefore, ſweet 
Sir of my Heart, before you enter within our 
Kingdom, you muſt take a very ſolemn Oath, 
to do nothing but what we ſhall order you; and 
if it ſeems a great Thing that is ask'd of you, 
conſider the Hazard we run is great; and if your 
Worſhip comes here with a good Deſign, you 
need not be afraid to ſwear, For a good Pay- 
Maſter ue ver fears to venture his Pledge. 
| UR Miſtreſs Marialonſa, cry'd one of the 
Wenches, has ſpoken mighty well, vaſtly well, 
1fackins, and like a diſcreet Woman, who al- 
ways does her Buſineſs to Perfection; and if this 
ſame Gentleman refuſes to ſwear, why let him 
keep out, fay 1: Nay, for my Part, cry'd 
Gutomar the Negra in broken Spaniſh, d' ye fee, 
I am for having him enter, in the Devil's Name, 
ſwear or not ſwear, for if he ſwears ever ſo 
2 as ſoon as he comes in, he will forget it 
all. n 
ILO ATSA liſten'd to Madam Marialonſa's 
Harangue; and with great Sedateneſs, In Truth, 
anſwer' d he very gravely, much reſpected Ladies, 
my Intention neither was, is, nor ſhall be any 

| P 2 Other 
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other than to give you what Satisfaction and Eu- 
tertainment my Abilities can furniſh, and there- 
fore I have no Objedtion to the Oath you require; 
but I had much rather you wou'd have truſted to 
my Word, becauſe the Word of ſuch a Perſon 
as I am is equal to the ſtricteſt Bond; and Ideſise 
you will remember, that Sackcloth may have 
ſomething better beneath it, and a tatter'd'\Cloke 
may cover a good Drinker. But to aſſure you all 
of my juſt Deſign, I am refoly'd to ſwear like a 
ſound Catholick, and an honeſt Man; I ſwear 
therefore by the moſt inviolable Obligations, 
whatever they are, by the Entries and Iſſues of 
the holy Mount Libanzs, and by all that is con- 
tain'd in the Preface to the true Hiſtory of C Harle- 
maign, with the Death of the Giant Hrebrus, 
not to tranſgreſs the Oath I have taken, nor the 
Commands of the meaneſt and moſt deſpicable 
among you, upon Pain that if from now 
till then, and from then till now, I ſhall do, 
or deſire to do -otherwiſe, it ſhall be, and is 
2 declar'd null, cancell'd, and of no Ef- 

LOAYSA was advanc'd thus far in his 
Oath, when one of the two Damſels, who 
had heard him very attentively, bawl'd out, 
This is an Oath enough 'to pierce the very 
Rocks; and hang me, if I ever defixe thou 
ſhou'dit fwear again, for what thou haſt already 
fworn is ſufficient to gain thee Admittance into 
the very Cavern of Cabra; and taking hold on 
the Skirts of his Doublet, ſhe pull'd him in. The 


_ whole Troap of them preſently gather'd round 
him, while one ran to carry the News to her 


Miſtreſs, who ſtood Centinel to watch her Hus- 
| | band's 
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band's Sleeping. When the Meſſenger told her 
the Muſician was got in, ſhe was glad and forry 
at once, and ask'd if he had fworn; and the o- 
ther anſwering, he had, and with the ſtrangeſt 
fort of Oath ſhe had ever heard in her Life; Then, 
fai$ Leonora, we have him faſt; how prudently 
was K done of me, to inſiſt upon his Swear- 
ing? | | 
Ar this they all came up in a Body, and the 
Muſician in the Middle, the Negro and Grio- 
mar lighting them along. Loayſa ſeeing Leono- 
ra, inſtantly threw himſelf at her Feet to kiſs 
her Hands. She ſaid nothing, but made Signs 
to him to riſe, and, they all ſtood mute, without 
daring to. ſpeak a Word, teſt their Matter ſhou'd 
hear them. Loayſa obſerving it, told them, 
they might ſafely talk aloud, for the Ointment 
with which the old Gentleman was anointed, 
had ſuch a Vertue in it, that except the taking a- 
way Life, it laid a Man as good as dead for the 
Time. I believe it, cry'd Leonora; for if it 
were not ſo, he wou'd have wak'd twenty times 
before now; his many Indifpofitions never fuf- 
fering him to ſleep long; but ſince I have a- 
nointed him, he ſnores like a Mill-Horſe. Why 
then, ſays the Daenna, let us go inte the Front 
Hall, where we may hear this Gentleman ſing. 
and divert our felves a little. Agreed, faid Le- 
onora, but let Guiomar ſtay here to watch, and 
give us Notice if Carr:zales awakes. Yes, 
cry'd Guiomar in a Paſſion, the poop Black muſt 
ftay behind, and. the Whites muſt take their Plea- 
ſure; Heaven help us all! 


THE Negra ſtay'd, and the reſt went into 
the Hall, where was a rich Eftrado; — 


— 
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the Muſician in the Middle, they all ſate down. 
The good Marialonſa taking a Candle in her 
Hand, began to view him from Head to Foot : 
What a charming Head of Hair he has, ſays one; 
how tinely it curls! Did you ever fee ſuch white 
Teeth, cries another; let me thirſt, but they are 
Purer than a blanch'd Almond. What large full 

yes are there, quoth a third, by the Age of my 
Mother they ſparkle like an Emerald. One 
prais'd his Mouth, another his Feet, and all 
together made a ſhort Anatomy of him; only 
Leonora was ſilent, but look'd on him, and 
thought he made a better Appearance than her 
antient Husband. 

THe Duenna then ſnatch'd the Guittar from 
the Negro, and putting it into Loayſa's Hands, 
defir'd him to play on it, and ſing a Song then 
in great Requeſt in Seville, which begins, Good 
Mother, if you pleaſe, you may; Loayſa granted 
her Petition, and the Company roſe up, and pre— 
par'd themſelves to dance; the Ouenna knew 
the Words, and ſtriking up with him, ſung 
with a better Will than Voice; the Soug 
was this ; 


SONG. 


Good Mother, if you pleaſe, you ma 

Set Guards and e to 3 my Way * 
But if my ſelf I do not keep, 

Inſtead of watching they may ſleep. 


Zis ſaid of old by Sayers Sage, 
Reſtraint does Appetite enrage, 

And Love by ſtrict Confinement turas 
More violent, and fiercer burns. 


775 
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"Tis better then to leave me free, 
The four me under Lock and Key; 
For if my ſelf I do not keep, 

Inſtead of watching you may ſleep. 


Unleſs the Will it ſelf reftrain, 

MI threatned Dangers are iu vain ;. 
Thro' Death it Gf twilL-force its Way, 
And find unthought-of Means to ſtray : 
For if my ſelf I do not keep, 

Inſtead of watching you may ſleep. 


When Love does once the Breaſt inſpire, 
As Flies invited by the Fire, 

Thro careful Gaards and wakeful Spies 

It ruſhes fearleſs tothe Prize; 

For if my ſelf I do not keep, 

Nour wakeful Spies and Guards may ſleep. - 


In ſpite of them my Thought will rove 
Ou the dear Object of my Love. 
For Lovers Hearts are melting Hax, 
Their Wiſhes Fire, their ready Hand 

No Diligence nor Cunning lacks, 

Their Head does ev'ry Wile command, 

Their Eyes have Voice, their Feet, believe me, 
Are ſhod with Silence to deceive ye. 
And if my ſelf I do not keep, 
Inſtead of watching you may ſleep. 


THe young Folks having ended the Song and 
the Dance, in both which the Jolly Ozenna was 
their Leader, Guiomar the Centinel arriv'd in a 
ſtrange Conſternation, and trembling Hand and* 
Foot as if ſhe had been going into aFit, my Ma- 
ſter is awake, Madam, fays ſhe, with a low 

| & % Voice, 
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Voice, my Maſter is awake; he is got up, and 
is coming. He who has ſeen a Flock of Pi 

ons feeding without Fear in a Field, on what 
the Hands of others have fown, at the dreadful 
Diſcharge of a Fowling Piece, riſe affrightned, 
and forgetful of their Food, and giddily featter 
themſelves thro? the whiſtling Air, fach let him 
imagine this Company of Dancers to be at the 
unexpected Tidings Giomar denounc'd. Every 
one was ſtudying her Excuſe, and all their Se- 
curity; one ran hither, another thither, and 
ſhelter'd themſelves in Garrets and Corners, 
leaving the Mufician alone, who quitred his 
Guittar, and his Singing, in a wild Surpriſe, and 
knew not what to do. Leonora wr her 
beautiful Hands, and Marialonſa beat her Face, 
tho' very gently; in a Word, all was Amaze- 
ment, Corfaſion and Horror. But the Dxen+ 
za being more ingenious than the reſt, gave Or- 
ders that Loayſa ſhou'd be put into her Apart- 
ment, and ſhe and her Miſtreſs ſhou'd be left 
in the Hall alone ; undertaking to provide an 
Apology to their Maſter, if he catch'd them 
there. - 

LOAYSA fled to Sanctuary _—_— and the 
Duenna went to liſten whether her Maſter was 
coming; but perceiving no Noiſe, ſhe took 
Heart, and gently Step by Step ſtole to his Cham- 
ber-Door, and hearing him ſnore as loud as e- 
ver, was convinc'd he was faſt aſleep; and tuck- 
ing her Gown about her, ran to beg a Reward 
of” her Miſtreſs for the joyful News, who pro- 
mis'd her one with a very good Will. 

THE modeſt Dzenna was not for loſing the 
Opportunity which was offer'd her, to * 

tit 
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firſt Taſter of thoſe fine Accomptiſhments which 
ſhe fancy'd the Muſician certaiuly poſſeſs'd, and 
therefore deſiring Zeonora to (lay in the Hall 
while ſhe went to call him, ſhe made the belt 9 
her way to her own Chambex, where he was 
waiting in the utmoſt Terror for News about 
the old Man. He curs'd the Ointment for fail- 
ing, and complain'd of his Friends Credulity, 
and his own Folly in not making the Ex- 
periment on another before he try'd it on Car- 
rizales. In that Moment, in came the Duenna, 
aud aſſur'd him the old Man ſlept as ſoundly as 
before; this ſet his Mind at Eaſe; and obſerving 
ſeyeral amorous Expreſſions ſhe left fall to him, 
he perceiv'd her lewd Inclination, and reſoly'd 
to make her the Angle to fiſh for her Miſtreſs. 
WHILE they were diſcourſing, the reſt of 
the Servants, who had hid themſelves in ſeveral 
Parts of the Houſe, bolted out, one from one 
Corner and another from another, ta ſee that 
their Maſter was really awake; and fnd- 
ing every Thing in a profound Silence, they went 
to the Hall where they had left their Mi- 
ſtreſs, by whom they underſtood their Miles 
was afleep; and asking her for the Mufician an 
the Dzevne, ſhe told them where they were; 
upon Which, with the ſame Huſhneſs as ON 
came, they ſtole any (9 liſten at the Door 0 
the Room, where the precious Couple were 
converſing in private. 
GMA the Negra was not wanting ig 
the Company, but the Negro was; for as ſoon. 
as he heard his Maſter was ſtirring, he ſnatch'd up 
his Guittar, and ſcour'd off to hide himſelf in 
his Hay-loft; and covering himſelf over Head 
7 and 
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and Ears in the Bed-cloaths, ſweat thro? and thro? 

with Fear. Yet with all this, he cou'd not for 

the Blood of him forbear fingering the Strings of 

= his Guittar, ſuch a Paſſion (a Devil on him) had 
e he for Muſick. 

; Tux young Wenches over-heard the Court- 
ſhip of the venerable Duenna, and gave her their 
Bleſſing heartily; not one of them call'd her Old, 
but with the emphatical Addition of Witch, 
Bawd, liquoriſh Hagg, and ſome others, which 
out of Decency I omit : But what caus'd the 
greateſt Laughter was the Language of Guiomar 
the Negra, who being a Portuguexe, and know- 
ing but little Spaniſp, curs'd her very gracefully 
in Gibberiſh. At laſt, the Conclufion of this a- 
morous Interview was, that Loayſa ſhou'd con- 
deſcend to her Will, when ſhe had firſt deliver'd 
up her Miſtreſs to his. What he requir'd was 
fore againſt the Grain with the poor Duenxa; but 
in order to gratify this ſportful Longing, which 
had got Poſſeſſion of her Soul, and the Bones. 
and Marrow of her Body, ſhe wou'd have pro- 

.mis'd any Impoflibilities imaginable. She left 
him, and return'd to ſolicite the Matter with her 
Miſtreſs; and ſeeing all the Servants gather'd a- 
bout the Door, ſhe bid them retire to their Cham- 
bers, telling them another Night they ſhou'd have 
an Opportunity to enjoy the Muſician with little 
or no Suſpicion, for the Allarm they ſuffer'd 
had ſpoil'd their Mirth that Evening. They alt 
knew very well the old Woman only wanted to 
be left atone; but as ſhe had the Command of 
them, they durſt not diſobey her. 

Tk Servants withdrew, and ſhe went to the 

Hall to perſuade Leonora to yield to Loayſa's 24 
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fire, and made ſuch a long and methodical Ha- 
rangue upon the Subject, that ſhe ſeem'd to have 
ſtudy'd it ſeveral Days. She extoll'd his genteel Be- 
haviour, his Valour, his Wit, and his Beauty. She 
repreſented how much ſweeter the Embraces of 
a young Lover wou'd be than thoſe of an old 
decrepit Husband; promiſing her to carry on the 
Affair with the utmoſt Secrecy; with other ſuch. 
like Arguments, which the Devil put into her- 
Mouth, diſguis'd with ſuch artful Colourings, and 
ſo over-powering, that they wou'd have mov'd 
not only the tender Heart of the ſimple and un- 
wary Leonora, but even a Breaſt of Marble. O 
ye Duennas, born into the World, and. em- 
ploy'd for the Deſtruction of a thouſand inno- 
cent and virtuous Intentions !-O ye long and 
placed Vails, choſen to preſide and govern in the 
ouſes of the principal Ladies, how do ye per- 
vert the End of your powerful, and, in a Man- 
ner, irreſiſtible Office! In a Word, the Duenna 
ſaid ſo much, the Dxenna perſuaded ſo well, 
that Leonora yielded, Leonora was ſeduc'd, Leo- 
zora Was ruin'd, and overthrew all the Precauti- 
ons of the. diſcreet Carrizales, who Slept the- 

Sleep of his Honour's Death. 

ITE Beldam taking her Miſtreſs by the Hand, 
led her almoſtby Force, with her Eyes ſwimming. 
with Tears, to the Place where Loayſa was; and 
giving them her Benediction with a Smile as falſe 
as Hell, ſhe ſhut the Door after her, and leaving 
them lock'd in together, lay down upon the 
Eftrads to ſleep, or, to ſpeak more juſtly, to wait 
for Entertainment in her Turn. But as fhe had 
watch'd ſome Nights before, ſhe was over- 
power'd with Drowſineſs, and fell faſt — | 
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Ir he had not been in a profound Slumber, 
well might Carrixales at this Time have been 
ask'd, what was become of his pradent Circum- 
ſpection, his eternal Jealouſies, his Preventions, 
and ſtri&t Injunctions and Warnings; the high 
Battlements of his Houſe, into which never en- 
ter'd, not even in Picture, any thing which bore 
the Name of Man? What of his narrow Wheel ? 
his thick Walls? his Windows without Light? 
his ftrange Confinement and 8 the 
large Dowry he had ſettled on Leonara? the 
continual Treats he gave her? his Indulgence to 
his Servants and Slaves? and his ſupplying them 
with every thing which he imagin'd they cou'd 
either want or wiſh? But, as I ſaid, there was no 
asking him theſe Queſtions, becauſe he was fleep- 
ing, and more ſoundly than there was Occaſion. 
And had he indeed been awake, and in a Condi- 
ion to anſwer, hecou'd have made no better a Re- 
ply, than ſhrinking up his Shoulders, and knitting 
his Brows, to have ſaid, All this excellent Pro- 
viſion is thrown to the Ground by one vicious 
young Fellow, and the Wickedneſs of a falfe 
Ouenna, and the Heedleſsneſs of an importun'd 
and over-perſuaded Girl. Heaven deliver us all 
from ſuch Enemies, againſt whom no Buckler 
of Prudence can defend, nor Sword of Caution 
can ſtrike. : 

HowEveR Leonora's Courage was ſuch 
that in a Time of the greateſt Need ſhe exerte 
it againſt the villainous Attempts of her ſubtle 
Deceiver, who was not able to maſter her, but 
weary'd himſelf in vain ; ſhe remain'd Conque- 
ror, and at laſt they fell beth aſleep. 


AT 
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Ar this Inſtant, Heaven fo order'd it, that in 
fpite of the Ointment Carrixaler wak'd, and, as 
his Cuſtom was, felt about the Bed; and not 
finding his beloved Wife, he leapt out in a mor- 
tat Fright, and with more Agility and Spirit 
than his. many Years feem'd to promiſe; and 
when he perceiv'd ſhe was not in the Chamber, 
and found the Door open, and the Key | wk 
from between the Quilts, he had like to have 
toft his Senfes. But recovering himſelf a little, 
he went our into the Gallery, and from thence 
ſtole as quietly as poffible to the Hall, where the 
Dzenna lay atteep; and ſeeing her alone, with- 
ont Leonora, he proceeded to the Dxerna's A- 
partment, and opening the Door very foftly, he 
ſaw what he cou'd have wifh'd never to have 
feen, he ſaw what he wou'd have been glad not 
to have had Eyes to ſee, he ſaw Leonara in the 
Arms of Loayſa, and both of them fleeping as 
profoundly as if the Vertue of the Ointment 
wrought upon them, and not upon the old jea- 
lous Husband. 

CARRIZ ALES ſtood motionleſs at this 
aſtoniſhin Sight, his Tongue cleav'd te the 
Roof of his Mouth, his Arms fell down un- 
brac'd, and he became a mere Statue of cold 
Marble; and tbo' Rage at laſt did its natural Of- 
fice, and rous'd his almoſt departed Spirits, Grief 
fo prevail'd, that he cou'd ſearcely draw his 
Breath. Notwithſtanding which, he wou'd 
have taken the Vengeance ſo fon] a Wickedneſs 


deſery'd, if he had had any Weapons to have done 


it; and therefore he refoly'd to return to his 
Chamber, and fetch a Dagger, and wipe out the 


Stains of his Honour with the Blood of _ his 
| ne- 
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Enemies, and even of his whole Houſhold. 
With this honourable and neceſſary Reſolution 
he went back as ſilently as he came, to his Room, 
where Sorrow and Anguiſh ſtruck him ſo to the 
Heart, that having no farther Strength left, he 
ſunk down on the Bed in a Swoon. 

AT length the Day appear'd, and caught theſe 
ſuppos'd Adulterers entangled in the Snare of 
each others Arms. Marialonſa awoke, and 
wou'd have gone to claim the Gratuity which 
ſhe thought ſhe had now a Right to demand; but 
ſeeing how late it was, ſhe choſe to defer it to 
the following Night. Leonora was confound- 
ed, when ſhe perceiv'd the Morning ſo advanc'd, 
and curs'd her own Negligence, and that of her 
wicked Duenna; and both of them with trem- 
bling Steps haſten'd towards her Husband's 
Chamber, muttering Prayers all the Way, that 
they might find him till ſnoring; and when 
they ſaw him lying filent upon the Bed, they 
concluded the Ointment was ſtill working, and 
embrac'd one another with the utmoſt Joy. 
Leonora went up to her Husband, and taking 
him by the Arm, turn'd him from Side to Side, 
to try if he wou'd wake, without obliging her to 
waſh him with Vinegar, as they had order'd her 
to do, when he began to ſtir. But* Carrizales 
coming out of his Swoon, fetch'd a deep Sigh, 
and with a lamentable and feeble Voice, cry'd, 
Wretch that I am, to what a miſerable Condi- 
tion has my Fortune brought me! 

-LEONO KA did not well underſtand what 
he ſaid ; but as ſhe found he was awake, and 
ſpoke, ſhe was ſurpris'd that the Virtue of the 
(Ointment was to ſoon over; and py her 
ace 
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Face to his, and embracing him cloſely, How 
is it, my Lord? ſaid ſhe, I thought you ſeem'd 
to complain. The unhappy old Man heard the 
Voice of his fweet Enemy, and opening his 
Eyes wildly, like one amaz'd, fix'd them ear- 
neſtly on her, and look'd at her a great while 
without moving the Lids; after which, Pray, 
my Dear, ſays he, ſend immediately for your Pa- 
rents to me, for I feel I know not what at my 
Heart which pains me exceedingly, and will 
ſoon, I fear, put an End to my Life, and I 
wou'd fain ſee them before I die. Leonora 
believ'd what her Husband ſaid was certainly 
true, imagining that the Force of the Ointment, 
and not what he had ſeen, had thrown him in- 
to this Agony. She anfwer'd, ſhe wou'd do 
what he deſir'd; and bid the Negro run away to 
her Parents that Moment: She then embrac'd 
her Husband, and careſs'd him more than ever, 
and ask'd him what the Illneſs was he complainꝰd 
of, with ſuch tender and loving Expreſſions, 
as if ſhe valu'd nothing in the World beſide 
him. He look'd at her with the ſame Aſtoniſh- 
ment as before; and every Word fhe ſpoke, and 
every Embrace ſhe gave him, was a Lance which 
pierc'd him thro” the Heart. 

Tu Duenna had inform'd the Family and 
Loayſa of her Maſter's Indiſpoſition, aſſuring 
them it muſt be very great, ſince he forgot to or- 
der the Street-Gate to be ſhut, when the Negro 
went out to call her Miſtreſs's Parents. They 
wonder'd at that Meſſage, becauſe neither of 
them had ever enter'd the Houſe ſince he marry'd 
their Daughter : In a Word, they were all puzzled 
and ſtruck dumb, and cou'd not gueſs Te. on 

auſe 
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Cauſe of their Maſter's Illneſs, who every now 
and then fetch'd ſuch a deep and pĩiteous Sid, as 
if he wou'd have ſobb'd out his Soul. Leonora 
wept to ſee him in that Condition, and he ſmil'd 
like a Man beſide himſelf, to think of the Falfe- 
neſs of her Tears. In the mean time, her Pa- 
rents came, and ſeeing the Street- Gate and that 
of the Court-yard open, and the Houſe in a 
deep Silence, and no Body appear, they ſtood 
amaz'd, and were in no ſmall Allarm. The 
went into their Son-in-Law's Chamber, an 
found him, as I faid, with his Eyes fix'd un- 
moveably on his Wife, whom he held by the 
Hand, both of them ſhedding Floods of Tears; 
ſhe weeping to ſee him weep, and he to conſi- 
der how ſhe diſſembled in her Sorrow. 

AT their entering the Room, Carrizales ſpoke, 
and deſir'd them to fit down, and order'd every 
one elle, except Marialonſe ; to leave the Room; 
which was done, and theſe five being alone, 
without waiting for any other to begin, Car- 
rizales with a low Voice, wiping his Eyes, 
ſpoke to this Effect: I am perſuaded, my wor- 
thy Relations, there will be no need to produce 

itneſſes, to convince you of the Truth of 
what J am going ta ſay, You muſt well re- 
member (for it is impoſſible you ſhou'd have for- 

ot it) with what Affection and Kindneſs, one 
ear, one Month, five Days and nine Hours 

o, you gave me your beloved Daughter, for my 
lawful Wife. You know alſo how liberally I 
endow'd her; for the Settlement I made her was 
ſufficient to enable more than three of her Quality 
to have marry'd, and pals'd for very confiderable 
Fortunes. You mult likewiſe remember the Care - 
too 
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took to clothe her, and adorn Rer wittrevery Thing 
ſhe ſeen? to defire, or I thought wou d become 
- her. You have ſeen too, how my natural Fem- 
per, and my Dread of that Evil which is — 35 — 

prove my Death, and the Experience my Age 
had given me in the ſtrange and various Aceidents 
of the World, prompted me to keep this Jewel 
which Thad choſen, and which you had. graci- 
ouſly put into my Hands, with the ſtricteſt Care 
FE rais'd the Walls of my Houſe very high, I 
blinded np the Windows. next the Street, I put 
double Locks upon the Doors, and made a 
Wheel at the Gate, as therg is at the Mona- 
ſteries, and excluded inflexibly whatever had fo 
much as the Name or Shadow of a Man. I 
provided her Maid-Servants and Female Slaves 
to attend her, and deny'd neither to them nor 
to her any Thing they ask'd of me. I made her 
my Equal, F imparted to her my moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, and intruſted her with all my Eftate. 
Theſe Actions, if well confider'd, ought to- 
have ſecured to me the quiet Injoyment of what 
I had fo dearly purchas'd, and induc'd. her to 
conſult my Repoſe, and avoid giving me. Occa- 
ſion for Jealouſy of any Kind. But as it is im- 
poffible by human Diligence to prevent the Cha- 
ftifement which the WII of Heaven is pleas'd 
to. inflict on thoſe, whofe Deſires and Hopes 
are not wholly plac'd on that alone, it is no 
Wonder that Iam defeated in mine, and have 
my ſelf been the Author af that Poyſfon, which 
is going to extinguiſh my Life. But becauſe 1 
fee you all ſtand in Suſpence at what I am ſay- 
ing, I wilt conclude this long Preamble of my 

Diſcourſe, by telling you in one Word, _ 
: whic 
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which cannot be fully related in a thouſand. 
The Concluſion therefore of the whole Affair is 
this: Early this Morning I found this Woman, 
who was born into the World for the Ruin of 
my Peace, and the Loſs of my Life, this Wo- 
man (pointing to his Wife) I found in the Arms 
of ahandſom young Man, who is now conceal'd 

in the Apartment of this accurſed Daeuna. 
CARRIZALES had ſcarcely. ended theſe 
laſt Words, when Leonora's Heart ſunk within 
her, and ſhe fainted away between her Husband's 
Knees; Marialonſa loſt her Colour, and Leono- 
ra's Parents had ſuch a Stoppage in their Throats 
that they cou'd not ſpeak; The Vengeance, con- 
tinu'd Carrixales, I deſign to take for this Diſ- 
honour, ſhall not be ſuch as is uſually practis'd; 
for as I have been ſingular in my Conduct, Iwill 
be ſo in my Revenge, by placing it on my ſelf, 
who am moR culpable in this Offence, fince I 
ought to have conſider'd how ill the fourteen 
Years of this giddy Girl cou'd agree with the al- 
molt fourſcore I carry'd. Thus like the Silk- 
Worm I have induſtriouſly built the Houſe in 
which I dye. But as for thee, I blame. thee not, ill 
advis'd young Creature; and ſo ſaying he lean'd 
down, and kiſs'd the Face of the over-whelm'd 
Leonora; I do not blame thee; for the ſmooth 
Perſuaſions of a crafty old Woman, and the 
Flatteries of an amorous young Man, mult cafily 
triumph over the little Diſcretion thy few Years 
afford. Yet that all the World may fee the 
excceding Value of the Affection J ſincerely 
bear thee. in this laſt Article of my Life, I will 
ſhew it in ſuch a Manner as ſhall ſtand for a 
Publick Example, if not of Kindneſs, at leaſt of 
| 4 
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a Simplicity, never heard before, nor ſeen. I 
defire therefore a Scrivener may be ſent for im- 
mediately, to make my Teſtament a- new, in 
which I will double Leonora's Dowry; and in- 
treat her after my Days, which will be few, are 
ended, ſhe will diſpoſe her Inclination (ſince ſhe 
may do it then without a Crime) to marry that 
young Man whom the grey Hairs of this abuſed 
old one never offended. By this ſhe will ſee that 
living I never faild in any Thing which I 
thought wou'd pleaſe her, in Death I do the fame, 
by deſiring her to take him who is the fond Objed 
of her Affections to her Arms. The reſt of my E- 
ſtate I ſhall bequeath to pious Uſes; and to you, 
my honour'd Relations, I ſhall leave enough to 
enable you to live handfomely the Remainder 
of your Days. But let the Scrivener be brought 
without Delay, for the Paſſion I labour under 


5 me ſo, that it will ſoon conclude my 
fe. 


Havixc ſaid this, he fell into a Swoon, and 


funk down ſo cloſe to Leonora that their Faces 
joyn'd; a ſad and lamentable Sight for both the 
Parents, who look'd on their darling Daughter, 
and their beloved Son- in-Law, with Anguiſh. 
The deteſtable Daenna did not ſtay to hear the 
Rebukes ſhe expected from her Miſtreſs's Father 
and Mother, but quitted the Room, and went 
to acquaitrft Loayſa with what had paſs'd, advi- 


fing him to leave the Houſe that Moment, and 


romiſing to inform him of the Event by the 
egro, fince now there were neither Doors nor 
Keys to hinder them. Loayſa was ſurpris'd at 
the News, and taking her Counſel, return'd to 
Put on his Beggar's Habit, and ſcamper'd Me 
| give 
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give his Ftiends an Account of the ſtrange and 
unparallel'd Succeſs of his Amour. 
WulfrLEthe Unhappy Pair lay in their Trance, 
Leonora Father ſent for a, Scrivener of his Ac- 
quaintance, who enter'd. juſt as the Husband 
and Wife were both come to themſelves. Car- 
r:2ales made his Teſtament in the Manner as he 
had ſaid, without, declaring Leonora's Fault, 
only reciting, that for certain juſt Conſiderations 
he entreated her, in caſe he ſhow'd dye, to marry 
the young Man he had mention'd to her in pri- 
vate. 

Wu N Leonora heard this, ſhe threw her (elf 
at her Husband's Feet, and with her Heart throb- 
bing in her Breaſt, My Lord, my only Happi- 
neſs, ſaid ſhe, live many Years: I ho* perhaps 

ou have no Reaſon. to believe me in any Thing 
ſhall ſay, know I have not offended you, un- 
leſs in Thought; and beginning to excuſe her 
ſelf, and relate the Truth of the Caſe at large, 
ſhe cou'd not move her Tongue, but fainted 
away again. The wretched old Man embrac'd 
her, and ſo did her Parents; and they all wept . 
ſo ditterly, that they even forc'd the poor Scri- 
vener to bear them Company. Carrixales fi 
niſh'd his Will, in which he left a Maintenance 
to all his Servants, and gave the Female-Slaves 
and the Negro their Liberty, but te the falſe 
22 he allow'd barely her Wages; and 
his Grief increas'd ſo upon him, that they car- 
ry'd dim that Day Sen' night to his Grave. 

LEO NORA remain'd a mournful, tho“ 
rich Widow; aud when Leayſa expected fe 
wou' d fulfil what, he underſtood, ber Husband 
had enjoyn'd her in his Will, he faw her within 
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a Week enter her ſelf a Nun in one of the moſt 
recluſe Monaſteries in the City; and being thus 
diſappointed, and out of Countenance, he went 
to the Indies. Leonora's Parents, who were ex- 
ceedingly afflicted, comforted themſelves with 
the generous Settlement their Son-in-Law had 
made them; the Maid-Servants chear'd their 
Spirits with the ſame Conſolation, and the Slaves 
with their Freedom; and the wicked Dxenua 
was left poor and wretched, and defeated of all 
her vile Deſigns and ExpeQations; and I my 
ſelf rejoyce that I am come to the Concluſion 
of this unfortunate Hiſtory, which is an Exam- 
ple and Mirror of the little Truſt there is to be 
repos'd in Keys, Retirement, and Walls, while 
the Will continues iree; and much leſs in green 
unexperienc'd Years, if they are expos'd to 
the Inſinuations of a treacherous Dxexna. Only 
I am ignorant of the Reaſon why Leonora was 
not more careful to clear her ſelf, and convince 
her jealous Husband, how ſpotleſs and inno- 
cent ſhe was in that Adventure ; but her Con- 
fuſion, it is likely, ty'd her Tongue, and the 
ſpeedy Death of her Husband did not give her 
Time to vindicate her Conduct. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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